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[57] ABSTRACT 

The invention pertains to a solid-state chemical sensor With 

a substrate support. On one side of the support is mounted 
a heating element With branch circuit connections. On the 
other side interdigital electrodes are arranged and thereon a 
carbon dioxide-sensitive material, Which comprises CuO 
and TiO3, as Well as additional metal oxides, in the form of 
a thick ?lm of approximately 20—200 pm. 

15 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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SOLID-STATE CHEMICAL SENSOR 

This application claims the priority of German applica 
tion number 44 37 692.8 ?led on Oct. 21, 1994, the 
disclosure of Which is expressly incorporated by reference 
herein. This application is a continuation of application Ser. 
No. 08/840,838, ?led Apr. 17, 1997, noW abandoned, Which 
application is a continuation of application PCT/EP 
95/04108, ?led Oct. 19, 1995. 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an apparatus and method 
for detecting chemicals. 

In industrial and biological processes, the importance of 
detecting and controlling carbon dioxide (CO2) concentra 
tions continues to groW. The role of CO2 as a pollutant did 
not receive the attention it deserved until recently With the 
increasing discussion concerning the so-called “green house 
effect”. 

Some semiconductive, solid-state chemicals sensors have 
been discussed in the art, Technisches Messen, tm 56 (1989) 
Oldenbourg-Verlag, pp 260—63. These chemical sensors 
may be applied to industrial and biological applications. In 
addition, other ?elds Where solid-state chemical sensors may 
be applied include: 

monitoring ventilation and control of air conditioning and 
ventilation systems; 

monitoring air conditioning in green houses and other 
?elds of agriculture; 

controlling biological and chemical processes in biotech 
nology; 

monitoring patients; and 
continuous and comprehensive emission control in indus 

trial combustion processes. 
Stricter regulations and groWing public aWareness With 

regard to the environment alloW one to expect a rising 
demand for inexpensive CO2 sensors. In addition, concerns 
about chemical sensors utiliZed for the detection of carbon 
dioxide include alterations to the sensor material due to the 
in?uence of the gas to be detected. Thus, there is a need in 
the art for improved CO2 sensors. 
Solid Electrolytic Sensors 
A solid electrolytic carbon dioxide detecting sensor Was 

developed by T. Maruyama and coWorkers (Tokyo Institute 
of Technology, Japan). It is based on the Na+ion conductor 
NASICON. Applied to it is a carbonate electrode, Which 
reacts to changes in CO2 (1—3). When carbon dioxide is 
introduced, sodium ions form at the anode, Which migrate 
through the carbonate to the electrolyte and reach the 
cathode. The resulting electromotive poWer (EMK) can be 
measured and the CO2 concentration in the sample is 
determined using the Nernst equation. Some of the major 
draWbacks of these sensors are the long response times, due 
to the fact that the rate of change in EMK depends on the 
diffusion rate of the ions, and that moisture in?uences the 
measured results. Another disadvantage is the need for a 
reference electrode since gas tight measurements are 
required. To date, it has not been possible to remedy the 
dif?culties involved With a stable reference electrode. 
Optical CO2 Sensors 

Optical CO2 sensors have also been discussed. For 
example, a commonly used method for measuring CO2 is 
infrared absorption. This non-destructive method is based on 
the capability of CO2 molecules to absorb infrared radiation 
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2 
at speci?c Wave lengths. The method, employing 
spectrometers, demonstrates stability and accuracy. 
Nevertheless, such methods and devices are very expensive 
and usually require complicated equipment. Due to the cost, 
this method of analysis can be ruled out for general moni 
toring in the ?eld. 

In other optical CO2 sensors, the change in the refractive 
index measured is a function of the CO2 concentration. At 
the Fraunhofer Institut fiir Physikalische Me[3technik, in 
Freiburg, Germany an integrated optical sensor in Which 
organically modi?ed silicates are applied as a sensitive ?lm 
onto an integrated optical interferometer (4), Were devel 
oped under R. Edelhauser. The CO2 absorbed on this ?lm 
caused its refractive index to change. HoWever, the problems 
of selectivity, time constants, and reversibility can not, to 
date, be solved. 

Another optical measuring method uses a suited indicator, 
Which changes color under the in?uence of CO2. The 
intensity of this change in color depends on the gas con 
centration and is evaluated optically. In this case, an inte 
grated solution is under development (C. H. Morgan, 
Microsensor Research Laboratory, University of 
Washington, USA (5) and not ready for general use. 
Mass Sensitive Sensors 

Gravimetric sensors absorb the gas to be measured on 
their surface reversibly. The settling of the substance to be 
examined on the surface of the sensor results in a change in 
mass and, consequently, in a change in the propagation 
velocity of the Waves and a shift in the resonance frequency. 
At the Universitat Tiibingen, Prof. W. Gopel’s group coated 
a quartZ microbalance sensor With a silicon based polymer 
in order to detect carbon dioxide In NieuWenhuiZen et 
al., poly(ethyleneimine) Was applied as a chemical interface 
for CO2 to a surface acoustic Wave sensor HoWever, the 
sensor proved useless for measuring CO2 due to its great 
cross sensitivity to Water and oxygen. At the same time, 
sensitivity to CO2 decreased With increasing use and an 
obvious baseline drift Was observed. The characteristic 
frequency in this group of sensors is distinctly sensitive to 
temperature as Well as to pressure. Thus, at the present state 
of development, such types of sensors are less suited for 
CO2 detection. 
Ultrasonic Sensor 

In this type of sensor, Which Was developed by V. M. 
Mecea (Institute of Isotopic and Molecular Technology, Cluj 
Napoca, Romania), a quartZ crystal resonator generates 
ultrasonic Waves in a cavity, Which are re?ected at the Walls 
of the cavity. If the distance betWeen the quartZ surface and 
the parallel, re?ecting Walls is an integral multiplicity of the 
half Wavelength, resonance occurs With the gas that is in the 
cavity and the entire oscillation energy of the resonator is 
absorbed by the gas. The resonance of CO2 can be obtained 
by setting the gap a speci?c length. If there is a small 
proportion of another gas in the gas ?oW, the resonance 

conditions change and this can be evaluated as a signal The disadvantages of this sensor are the great drift in 

temperature and the lack of selectivity. 
Capacitive Measuring Method 

In these methods, the dielectric constant of the sensor 
material changes in that the molecules With a suitable dipole 
moment are absorbed at the surface of the sensor. HoWever, 
CO2 does not have a dipole moment. Therefore, materials on 
Which carbon dioxide can be chemisorbed are used for 
capacitive type CO2 sensors. As a consequence, the end 
product changes the dielectric constant. The degree of 
adsorption and the subsequent magnitude of the change in 
the dielectric constant depends on the CO2 concentration in 
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the vicinity of the sensor. This change can be determined by 
means of the capacitor structure. 

Under E. Obermeier (TU Berlin), a CO2 sensitive, organi 
cally modi?ed silicate-based material Was applied to thin 
?lm produced interdigitated capacitors. The dynamic prop 
erties of the sensors are extremely temperature dependent. 
At the same time, the sensor shoWs a great sensitivity to 
moisture (9, 10). 

Research regarding a metal-oxide based capacitive mea 
suring method for determining CO2 concentrations Was 
published by a group connected to T. Isihara at the Oita 
University (Japan). The fundamental idea behind this sensor 
is based on the fact that the dielectric constants of the metal 
oxides principally differ from the constants of the metal 
carbonates (11—14). A poWder composed of a mixture of 
different metal oxides is compressed to form tablets and 
centered. The electrodes are produced by applying silver to 
both sides of the tablet in order to obtain a capacitor 
structure. Wires inserted into the silver droplets are the 
contact. A rise in the ambient CO2 concentration leads to an 
increase in sensor capacity. At the same time, Water plays a 
signi?cant role due to its large dielectric constant. This type 
of CO2 sensor design proves to be very disadvantageous. In 
sensors, the use of tablets is impractical because they break 
easily. Resort to the non-reproducible dripping of silver for 
producing the electrodes, because of the dif?culties in con 
tacting tablets made of compressed poWder, complicates 
matters. Even sputtering methods Would not lead to solder 
able or bondable silver due to the thinness of the layer 
required. 
Many other disadvantages of this method exist. The 

production of the surface and con?guration of the electrodes 
is imprecise and irreproducible. Consequently, sensor capac 
ity as a function of the electrode surface is also irreproduc 
ible. It is as if the chemically active layer Would be largely 
shielded from the surroundings by the electrodes. The ratio 
of volume to surface of the sensor body is very big and the 
diffusion path is long. Due to the great distance of 0.6mm 
betWeen the electrodes as a result of the thickness of the 
tablet, the sensor has a high impedance. The high setting 
temperature, of approximately 475°, is also required for CO2 
detection and has to be executed using an external heating 
device. Also, detecting the changes in dielectric properties 
requires a complicated evaluation circuit. Clearly, sensors in 
tablet form are not suited for mass production. 
Polymer Conductive Sensors 

The principle of these sensors is based on a change in 
conductivity due to gas adsorption and the subsequent 
surface reaction. A certain selectivity is obtained by the 
choice of the catalyst (15). Preliminary experiments With 
polymer conductivity sensors Were conducted on the basis of 
PPA (polyphenylacetylene) (16). To date, it has not been 
possible to put this sensor principle into practice. 

The present invention provides a solid-state chemical 
sensor in Which reference electrodes are obviated. The 
sensor is substantially cheaper than others and permits the 
determination of close meshed concentrations of pollutants 
in industry, at the Workplace, or in traf?c With suf?cient 
accuracy, but at relatively loW cost. Monitoring the CO2 
concentration in the environment makes it possible to detect 
environmental haZards and to initiate pinpoint countermea 
sures. 

The solid-state sensor of the invention comprises, for 
example, a semiconductive solid-state chemical sensor hav 
ing a ceramic carrier With a heating element having 
branched circuit connections disposed on one side, and 
interdigitated electrodes, on the other side. A gas sensitive 
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4 
material is disposed, using thick ?lm technology, on the 
electrode side. For a CO2 sensor, the gas sensitive material 
may comprise, for example, CuO and Ba-TiO3 and addi 
tional metal oxides as catalysts and/or adhesion compounds 
in a sintered form. A?lm thickness of approximately 20—200 
pm is used and conductivity is measured by means of the 
resistance dependent upon the change in the CO2 concen 
tration. 

In other embodiments, the gas sensitive material has a 
grain siZe of less than 5 pm, and preferably in the nano 
structure range of 1nm to 400 nm. In addition, catalysts may 
optionally be added to the gas sensitive material at 0.1 to 
10%. 

Also, a CuxCeyOZ may be employed as metal oxide in the 
gas sensitive material, With x, y, and Z being in the range of 
approximately 1—5, With x, y, and Z not necessarily being 
integers. 

In other embodiments, the interdigitated electrodes may 
be made of gold or another precious metal. And the heating 
electrodes may be made of platinum or palladium. 

Other objects, advantages and novel features of the 
present invention Will become apparent from the folloWing 
detailed description of the invention When considered in 
conjunction With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1: Diagrammatic vieW of a CO2 metal oxide con 
ductivity sensor fabricated by means of thick ?lm technol 
ogy (scale approximately 2:1). 

FIG. 2: CO2 metal oxide conductivity sensor fabricated 
using thick ?lm technology methods. 

FIG. 3: Layers of a thick ?lm CO2 sensor in one embodi 
ment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

A thick ?lm metal oxide conductivity sensor Was 
developed, Which responds to a change in the concentration 
of carbon dioxide in its vicinity by increasing or decreasing 
resistance. Due to the Way it functions, through a change in 
conductivity as a consequence of a change in the CO2 
concentration, a simple electronic circuit can be employed to 
evaluate the sensor signal. 

As the resistance of the sensor is measured to determine 
the CO2 concentration, the sensor has a very simple structure 
and can be fabricated using thick ?lm technology. In this 
manner, it has been possible to produce CO2 conductivity 
sensors in a process suited for mass production due to its 
simplicity, its Widespread industrial accessibility, its mini 
mal use of equipment, its loW cost, and its ef?ciency. 
The selection of the starting materials involves consider 

ing not only a good response to the changes in the CO2 
concentration but also a good adhesion of the gas sensitive 
material to the ceramic. In producing the sensors of the 
invention, the glass frit customarily employed in thick ?lm 
technology may be omitted. 
With its large measuring range (up to 25 vol% CO2), the 

sensor is suited for a Wide ?eld of applications. 

A metal oxide conductivity sensor for the detection of 
carbon dioxide Was developed. The sensor reacts reversibly 
With a change in resistance to a change in the proportion of 
CO2 in the ambient atmosphere. This sensor can be utiliZed 
in a large measuring range for determining the concentration 
of CO2. 

In the CO2 metal oxide conductivity sensor, sensor resis 
tance is evaluated as the function of the CO2 concentration, 
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thereby permitting setting up the sensor as a simple struc 
ture. TWo interdigitated structures are employed as elec 
trodes onto Which the sensor material is applied. 
Due to the materials selected for the sensor and the 

sensor’s simple structure, the advantages of thick ?lm tech 
nology can be exploited for fabricating the sensors. Repro 
ducible sensors can be fabricated using thick ?lm technol 
ogy. The electrodes and the sensor surface may be printed 
using screen printing, for example. Thus, ef?cient fabrica 
tion of the sensor is ensured. 

The heating structure, Which is required for obtaining the 
necessary operating temperature, is printed onto the bottom 
side of the sensor body. Good thermal transmission is 
achieved by coupling the heating structure directly to the 
substrate and consequently less energy is required to operate 
the sensor. As the temperature at the connecting pads is only 
approximately 150° C. during operation, despite a sensor 
temperature of up to 650° C., contacting by means of 
soldering, bonding or clamping can be easily realiZed. 

The selection of the con?guration of the electrodes, tWo 
interdigitated structures, Which are printed directly onto the 
substrate, permits applying the active ?lm in the last step of 
the printing process and in this Way it is not covered by any 
other layer. This means that the entire surface of the metal 
oxide material may act as the active ?lm. 

The use of a glass frit, usually employed for adhesion 
purposes in thick ?lm technology, is obviated by the selec 
tion of the substance for the active sensor ?lm according to 
the invention. The sensor material adheres Well and at the 
same time possesses great porosity. Due to the relative thin 
nature of the ?lm, a favorable ratio of sensor volume to 
sensor surface is obtained. As the effects predominantly 
occur at the grain boundaries, the sensitivity of the sensor is 
increased and the response time is decreased. In addition, the 
simple sensor structure permits a minimiZing of the internal 
resistance of the sensor. 

Since the principle underlying the sensor of the invention 
is based on a change in the conductivity of the gas sensitive 
material as a consequence of raising or reducing the con 
centration of the defect electrons due to chemisorption of 
CO2 on the surface of the sensor, only a simple, inexpensive 
measuring method is needed to determine the CO2 concen 
tration. Evaluation of a resistance change can be realiZed in 
a substantially simpler and uncomplicated manner than, for 
example, a capacitive sensor. 

In addition, the high operating temperature of approxi 
mately 570° C. reduces cross sensitivity to Water. Also, the 
ability to combine several different sensors on a small siZed 
substrate to a sensor matrix permits compensating interfer 
ences. 

The best prerequisites for mass production of the CO2 
metal oxide conductivity sensor are given With good 
reproducibility, loW investment costs, ef?ciency, versatile 
sensor design, ability to miniaturiZe, simple fabrication of 
passes according to laboratory standards, and simplicity of 
the process. Since the production costs per CO2 sensor are 
very loW, Widespread availability is feasible. 

One embodiment of the invention, employing the metal 
oxide conductivity sensor, is shoWn in FIG. 1. A front and 
back vieW is shoWn. The basic sensor body is composed of 
aluminum oxide ceramic. TWo interdigitated electrodes 
made of gold are printed onto its front side. A heating 
structure printed on the bottom side of the ceramic permits 
setting the required operating temperature. 
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6 
CuO and BaTiO3 are employed as the starting materials 

for making the CO2 sensitive metal oxide paste used as the 
gas sensitive material. Grains of both materials are ?rst 
ground separately in a planetary mill to obtain grain siZes of 
less than 5 pm. FolloWing the grinding procedure, these 
substances are mixed in a speci?c ratio With additional metal 
oxides, Which serve as catalysts and adhesion compounds. 

Generally in thick ?lm techniques, the addition of organic 
binders, organic solvents, and a glass frit is necessary to 
obtain a thick ?lm paste. HoWever, glass frits seal the surface 
of the sensor tightly. But determining the CO2 concentration 
may require the disposal of as large as possible a sample of 
the surface. Therefore, a glass frit Was not used, and adhe 
sion of the sensor materials on the A1203 ceramic Was 
ensured by means of the choice of metal oxides. 

Various metal oxides may be used as additional metal 
oxides, for example, La2O3, ZrO2, and V205. A preferred 
embodiment employs a mixture of CuxCeyOZ, With Cu and 
CeO2 being sputtered onto the substrate in the presence of 
oxygen and the coating being ?nely ground. The x,y,Z in the 
above formula are in the range of about 1—5 and are not 
necessarily integers. 
The paste mixture is put in a planetary mill in order to 

obtain a homogeneous mixture of the substances. The ?n 
ished paste is applied onto the interdigitated structure by, for 
example, a means of screen printing. During the subsequent 
drying phase, the volatile organic solvents are eliminated 
from the paste. Sintering the paste occurs in tWo steps. First, 
the organic parts of the paste are burned out. Second, the 
actual sintering procedure occurs folloWing another rise in 
temperature. 

For completion of the sensor, Wires are soldered to the 
pads, thereby ensuring appropriate contacts. The sensor 
temperature is set at a speci?c value. 

Experiments Were conducted at a computer controlled 
measuring site. A nitrogen-oxygen mixture With a compo 
sition corresponding to arti?cial air Was employed as the 
scavenging and carrier gas. Various test gases in desired 
concentrations can be added to this carrier gas. The mea 

suring chamber is ?rst scavenged With arti?cial air. If the 
amount of CO2 is raised, the sensor resistance is increased. 
Reduction of the CO2 concentration lets the sensor resis 
tance drop again. 
The oxygen adsorbed at the metal oxide surface acts as a 

surface acceptor and removes electrons from the valence 
band, Which leads to an increase in the concentration of the 
charge carriers (defect electrons). As the materials used in 
the example are a mixture With a large proportion of 
conducting metal oxides, conductivity is increased. The 
addition of carbon dioxide in the ambient atmosphere of the 
sensor leads to reactions betWeen the adsorbed oxygen and 
the CO2. The result is a decrease in the surface oxygen cover 
and a loss of electrons to the sensor material. This leads to 
a reduction in the charge carrier concentration and, 
consequently, to an increase in the sensor resistance. These 
surface reactions are, for their part, determined by the 
concentration dependent and catalyst dependent balance 
betWeen adsorption and desorption. Therefore, conductivity 
depends on the CO2 concentration. There is a logarithmic 
relationship betWeen the change in the CO2 concentration 
and the change in the resistance of the sensor. One skilled in 
the art Will appreciate other Ways in Which the invention, as 
it is described, can be modi?ed to effect the same adsorption 
and desorption results. 



5,958,340 
7 

In a preferred embodiment, a CO2 metal oxide conduc 
tivity sensor as shoWn in FIG. 2 is fabricated using thick ?lm 
technology methods knoWn in the art. As shoWn in FIG. 3, 
an aluminum ceramic substrate (3) is the basic sensor body. 
On the bottom side is the heating structure (4), With Which 
the required operating temperature of the sensor can be set. 
The interdigitated electrodes (2), Which may be made of 
gold, are printed onto the top side of the ceramic substrate. 
These electrodes are covered by the sensor material (1) or 
gas sensitive material. 

After sintering, the thick ?lm made of the sensor material 
is in the range of 20—200 pm With the material possessing a 
grain siZe of 1 nm—400 nm. 

Although the invention has been described and illustrated 
in detail, it is to be clearly understood that the same is by 
Way of illustration and example, and is not to be taken by 
Way of limitation. The spirit and scope of the present 
invention are to be limited only by the terms of the appended 
claims. 

Each of the folloWing may be relied on to make or use 

embodiments of the invention. In addition, the entire con 
tents of each of the folloWing references is speci?cally 
incorporated herein by reference. 
1. Maruyama, T., Sacaki, S., Saito, Y.: Potentiometric Gas 

Sensor for Carbon Dioxide Using Solid Electrolytes, 
Solid State Ionics 23:107—112, 1987. 

2. Maruyama, T., Ye, X. -Y., Saito, Y.: Electromotive Force 
of the CO—Co2—O2 Concentration Cell Using NaZCO3 
as a Solid Electrolyte at LoW Oxygen Partial Pressure. 
Solid State Ionics 23:113—117, 1987. 

3. Saito, Y., Maruyama, T.,: Recent Developments of the 
Sensors for Carbon Oxides Using Solid Electrolytes, 
Solid State Ionics 28—30:1644—1647, 1988. 

4. Branderburg, A., Edelhauser, R., Hutter, E: Integrated 
Optical Gas Sensors Using Organically Modi?ed Silicates 
as Sensitive Films. Sensors and Actuators B 11:361—374, 
1993. 

5. Morgan., Ch. H., Cheung. P. W.: An Integrated Optoelec 
tronic CO2 Gas Sensor. Digest of Technical Papers, Trans 
ducers ’91, IEEE 343—346, 1991. 

6. Zhou, R., Vaihinger, S., Geckeler, Gopel, W.,: Reliable 
CO2 Sensors With Silicon-Based Polymers on QuartZ 
Microbalance Transducers. Sensors and Actuators B 
18—19:415—420, 1994. 

7. NieuWenhuiZen, M. S., Nederlof, A. J.: A SAW Gas 
Sensor for Carbon Dioxide and Water. Preliminary 
Experiments. Sensors and Actuators B 2:97—101, 1990. 

8. Mecea, V. M.: Tunable Gas Sensors. Sensors and Actua 
tors B 15—16: 265—269, 1993. 

9. Lin, J ., Heurich, M., Schlichting, V., Obermeier, E.: 
CharacteriZation and OptimiZation of a CO2-Sensitive 
Organically-Modi?ed Silicate With Respect to its Use as 
a Gas Sensor. Sensors and Actuators B 13—14:528—529, 
1993. 

10. Heurich, M., Lin, J., Schlichting, V., Obermeier, E.: 
CO2-Sensitive Organically Modi?ed Silicates for Appli 
cation in a Gas Sensor. In: Micro-System Technologies 
92. Reichl, H. (ed.) Berlin, Offenbach. VDE Verlag 
GmbH. 1992, pp.359—367. 

11. Isihara, T., Kometani, K., MiZuhara, Y., Takita, Y.: Mixed 
Oxide Capacitor of CuO—BaSnO3 as a Sensor for CO2 
Detection over a Wide Range of Concentration. Chemis 

try Letters 1711—1714, 1991. 
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8 
12. Ishihara, T., Kometani, K., Hashida, M., Takita, Y.: 
Mixed Oxide Capacitor of BaTiO3—PbO as a NeW Type 
Co2 Gas Sensor. Chemistry Letters 1163—1166, 1990. 

13. Isihara, T., Kometani, K., MiZuhara, Y., Takita, Y.: 
Capacitive Type Gas Sensor for the Selective Detection of 
Carbon Dioxide. Technical Digest of the Fourth Interna 
tional Meeting on Chemical Sensors, Tokyo 538—541, 
1992. 

14. Isihara, T., Kometani, K., MiZuhara, Y., Takita, Y.: 
Capacitive Type Gas Sensor for the Selective Detection of 
Carbon Dioxide. Sensors and Actuators B 13—14: 
470—472, 1993. 

15. Trankler, H. -R.: Gassensorik heute und morgen. Sensor 
Report 1:32—39, 1993. 

16. Hermans, E. C. M.: CO, CO2, CH4 and H20 Sensing by 
Polymer Covered Interdigitated Electrode Structures. 
Sensors and Actuators 5:181—186, 1984. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Asemiconductive solid-state chemical sensor compris 

ing a ceramic carrier having on one side a heating element 
With branch circuit connections and on the other side inter 
digitated electrodes and thereupon a gas sensitive material 
disposed as a thick ?lm, 

Wherein the gas sensitive material comprises CuO, 
Ba—TiO3, and CuxCeyOZ in sintered form as a catalyst 
or adhesion compound, Wherein x, y, and Z are in the 
range of approximately 1—5, and x, y and Z do not have 
to be integers. 

2. Asensor according to claim 1, Wherein the gas sensitive 
material is disposed at a thickness of approximately 20 to 
200 pm. 

3. A sensor according to claim 2, Wherein CuxCeyOZ is 
present at approximately 0.1 to 10%. 

4. Asensor according to claim 1, Wherein the gas sensitive 
material has a grain siZe of less than approximately 5 pm. 

5. A sensor according to claim 1, Wherein CuxCeyOZ is 
present at approximately 0.1 to 10%. 

6. A sensor according to claim 1, Wherein said interdigi 
tated electrodes comprise gold or another precious metal. 

7. A sensor according to claim 1, Wherein the heating 
element comprises platinum or palladium. 

8. A method for detecting changes in CO2 concentration, 
comprising: 

contacting a gas With a sensor as claimed in claim 1; and 

measuring changes in the resistance of said sensor. 
9. The method of claim 8, Wherein said sensor has an 

operating temperature of 570° C. 
10. A method for preparing a semiconductive solid-state 

sensor, comprising: 
providing a solid substrate, 
attaching on one side of the substrate a heating element, 
attaching on another side of the substrate interdigitated 

electrodes, and 
operably disposing upon the electrodes a gas sensitive 

material comprising CuO, Ba—TiO3, and CuxCeyOZ in 
sintered form as a catalyst or adhesion compound, 
Wherein x, y, and Z are in the range of approximately 
1—5, and x, y and Z do not have to be integers. 

11. A semiconductive solid-state chemical sensor, com 
prising a ceramic carrier having a heating element With 
branch circuit connections on one side and interdigitated 
electrodes and a CO2 gas sensitive material on the other side, 
Wherein conductivity is measured by measuring resistance 
as the CO2 concentration changes, 
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wherein said CO2 gas sensitive material comprises CuO, 
BaTiO3, and CuxCeyOZ, Wherein X, y, and Z are in the 
range of approximately 1—5, and X, y and Z do not have 
to be integers, and 

Wherein said CO2 gas sensitive material is sintered and 
has a ?lm thickness of approximately 20 to 200 pm. 

12. Asensor according to claim 11, Wherein said CO2 gas 
sensitive material has grain siZes of less than 5 pm. 

10 
13. A sensor according to claim 12, Wherein said grain 

siZe are in a range of 1—400 nm. 

14. A sensor according to claim 11, Wherein CuxCeyOZ is 
present in an amount of 0.1 to 10%. 

15. Asensor according to claim 11, Wherein the interdigi 
tated electrodes comprise gold or another precious metal and 
the heating element comprises platinum or palladium. 

* * * * * 


