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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
PROCESSING PAN-SHAPED WOOD 

MEMBERS 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application claims the bene?t of US. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 60/066,215 ?led Nov. 20, 1997. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates in general to materials processing, 
particularly relates to Wood processing, and most particu 
larly relates to the processing of relatively ?at pan-shaped 
“cut-off” members sometimes knoWn in the industry as 
“lilypads”, Which are provided When the ends of logs are 
“squared off” prior to further log processing. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Wood and other material processing apparatuses and 
methods have been used for many years. In the instance of 
Wood processing, methods and apparatuses including my 
US. Pat. Nos. 4,444,234, 4,569,380, 4,697,626, 4,776,375, 
4,785,860, 4,874,024, (incorporated herein by reference) 
have been used for great bene?t in both debarking, cutting, 
and “hogging” various Wood elements, ranging from rock 
laden Wood processing “hogs” to specialiZed “knives” used 
to provide particular Wood shavings. 

Although such methods and apparatuses have been gen 
erally suitable for the tasks With Which they are assigned, a 
neW need in the industry has arisen for a suitable means for 
handling Wood “lilypads”, Which in certain instances can be 
provided in large quantities, such as in the case of large 
Wood processing facilities. 
Due to the scarcity and cost of timber, Wood processing 

facilities (“mills”) have reduced Waste by cutting logs more 
accurately. This is re?ected in the creation of much shorter 
“trim-ends” than Were previously cut. These trim-ends are 
approximately 3 inches and shorter, and have been come to 
be knoWn as “lilypads”. 

These lilypads are created When the ends of logs are 
trimmed to provide an end cut Which is substantially 
“square”. These “lilypads” get their names from their 
appearances, Which are substantially ?at and disclike, and 
include lengths being substantially shorter than their diam 
eters. 

Prior art apparatuses have not been able to suitably 
process such Wood elements, and tend to “shatter” them due 
to misalignment of the Wood grain relative to the cutting 
edge as discussed in further detail beloW. Therefore the mills 
have instead used the lilypads for fuel by burning. HoWever, 
there is a surplus of such matter, and burning has been found 
to pollute the atmosphere. Many scientists claim such burn 
ing has reached a critical level and certain governments have 
correspondingly placed restrictions or controls on such 
burning. 

Therefore there is a need in the art for a method and 
apparatus for handling bulk quantities of lilypads, Which 
Will process the lilypad members in an ef?cient yet effective 
manner, providing Wood chips having desirable character 
istics for pulp and paper chip use. Methods and apparatuses 
are alWays needed Which produce a high quality Wood chip, 
With loWer poWer requirements, Which convert Waste prod 
uct to a high dollar item Which is recyclable and non 
polluting. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention overcomes de?ciencies in the prior 
art by providing a method and apparatus for processing 
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2 
lilypad Wood members Which can handle a large number of 
lilypad members either sequentially or in batches, With the 
lilypad members being processed by cutting members to 
provide Wood chips having desired and consistent charac 
teristics. 

Generally described, the present invention provides an 
apparatus for reducing the siZe of Wood members, the 
apparatus comprising a drum rotatable about a longitudinal 
aXis, a cutting member attached to the drum, a hopper 
including a ?oor and at least one side Wall, a loWer recip 
rocating pusher member con?gured for reciprocating move 
ment from a retracted position to an eXtended position, and 
an upper pusher member con?gured for movement relative 
to the loWer member and the frame such that the upper 
member eXtends above and overhangs the loWer member to 
de?ne a moving cavity. 

Therefore it is an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved material processing apparatus. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide an 
improved Wood processing apparatus. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide an 
apparatus for processing disclike Wood members, sometimes 
referred to as “lilypads”. 

It is further object of the present invention to provide a 
chipping action on a disclike “lilypad” member Which is 
similar to the desired chipping action as if a log Was parallel 
to the longitudinal aXis of the chipper drum. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide an 
apparatus for processing Wood members Which includes a 
“moving pocket”, Which retains the Wood members in a 
desired orientation as the Wood members are consumed by 
a cutting drum. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide an 
apparatus for processing disclike Wood members having a 
Wood grain substantially shorter than the longest dimension 
of said Wood members. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide an 
improved method for processing Wood. 

It is further object of the present invention to provide an 
improved method for processing disclike Wood members. 

Other objects, features, and advantages of the present 
invention Will become apparent upon reading the folloWing 
detailed description of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention When taken in conjunction With the draWing and 
the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a pictorial illustrative vieW of an isolated cutting 
drum 11 having cutting knives 12 mounted thereon. The 
cutting drum 11 rotates about a substantially vertical aXis of 
rotation “R”, such that a lilypad Wood member 50 is 
consumed by the cutting knives. The lilypad Wood member 
50 is oriented during the during cutting process as if it Was 
part of an elongate log 52 and the longitudinal aXis of the log 
is parallel to the rotational aXis of the cutting drum. 

FIG. 2 is a pictorial vieW of an isolated cutting drum 11 
(having a cutting drum aXis of rotation “R”) shoWn relative 
to a lilypad Wood member 50 as it is guided toWards the 
circumferential surface of the cutting drum by an upper 
pusher plate 40 and a loWer pusher plate 60. The respective 
oscillation paths 42, 62, of the upper and loWer pusher plates 
40, 60, are also shoWn. 

FIG. 3 is side, partial cross-section vieW of a portion of 
the apparatus according to the present invention, shoWing a 
lilypad Wood member 50 (not in cross section) being cap 



5,957,178 
3 

tured Within a pocket de?ned by the upper and loWer pusher 
plates 40, 60 and the ?oor de?ning member 32 (all three 
shown in cross section ), as the lilypad member is urged 
leftWardly toWards the cutting drum 11 (a portion of Which 
is shoWn but not in cross section). The cutting edges 13 of 
the cutting knifes 12 are shoWn generally for illustrative 
purposes in FIG. 3; more details of the cutting edges are 
shoWn in, for example, FIGS. 12A—12C. 

FIGS. 4A—4E are side vieWs shoWing various stages of a 
complete operating cycle of a tWo-plate system, shoWing an 
upper pusher plate 40, a loWer pusher plate 60, a lilypad 50 
being consumed, and a chipping drum 11 doing the con 
suming. 

FIGS. 5A—5B are side partial cross-section vieWs of a 
portion of the apparatus according to the present invention, 
shoWing lilypad members 50A, 50B, sliding doWn an 
inclined hopper Wall 34 of the apparatus 10. Lilypad mem 
ber SOB is “tipped” over by the upper pusher plate 40, and 
lilypad member 50B slides off the inclined Wall 34 and onto 
the top of the upper pusher plate 40, although it Will be 
knocked off later into the paths of the members 40, 60, later 
upon full retraction of the upper pusher plate 40. 

FIGS. 6A and 6B are top illustrative vieWs of an upper 
pusher plate 40 including retention spikes 70 on its leading 
edge With FIG. 6A shoWing the retention spikes 70 not 
engaging Wood, and FIG. 6B shoWing Wood being engaged 
by the retention spikes. 

FIG. 7 is a pictorial partial vieW of the leading arcuate 
face (also Which may be referred to as a leading “edge” or 
“mouth”) of either of the upper or loWer pusher plates 40, 
60, shoWing retention spikes used for Wood gripping pur 
poses. The arcuate nature of the leading, “pushing”, face 
alloWs the plate to conform substantially to the circumfer 
ential surface of the drum as shoWn in the other draWings. 

FIG. 8 is a top plan vieW of the apparatus 10 according to 
the present invention, shoWing multiple lilypads 50 Within 
the hopper 30. 

FIGS. 9A—9B are side partial cross sectional vieWs of a 
portion of a second embodiment of an apparatus according 
to the present invention, shoWing a tipper plate 90 used in 
conjunction With an upper and loWer pusher plates 40, 60. 
FIG. 9A shoWs the tipper plate 40 tipping a lilypad member 
50A over, and then retracting to the position shoWn in FIG. 
9B. In FIG. 9B a second lilypad member 50B slides from 
atop the inclined Wall 34 to atop the upper pusher plate 40, 
until is it later pushed off by the tipper plate 90 or by the 
stationary inclined Wall 32 upon full retraction of the upper 
pusher plate 40. 

FIGS. 10A—10D are sequential side partial cross-sectional 
vieWs of a third embodiment of the present invention, 
shoWing a four-plate apparatus in operation. FIG. 10A 
shoWs a Wood lilypad member 50A in the hopper With all 
four plates 140, 160, 40‘, and 60‘ fully retracted. FIG. 10B 
shoWs the tWo loWermost “primary” pusher plates 40‘, 60‘, 
fully extended (thus causing the Wood lilypad member 50A 
to be consumed). At this point, a second lilypad member 50B 
has been dropped into the hopper and atop the fully 
extended upper pusher member 40‘. FIG. 10C shoWs the 
upper and loWer “fsecondary” pusher plates 140, 160, as 
they are extended toWards the cutting drum (by a single 
hydraulic cylinder), pushing and containing the Wood lily 
pad member 50B. FIG. 10D shoWs all four of the pusher 
plates 140, 160, 40‘ and 60‘ fully extended. It should be 
understood that all four plates could be simultaneously 
retracted. 

FIG. 11 is a transverse cross section of the pusher plates 
With upper pusher plate 40 shoWn by Way of example, 
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4 
although this cross sectional con?guration is also provided 
in the loWer pusher plate 60 (not shoWn in FIG. 11). This 
cross section is taken along a plane normal to the recipro 
cating travel axis of the upper pusher plate, and shoWs a 
platelike metal portion 44, a platelike loWer bearing portion 
46, and tWo striplike side bearing portions 48. 

FIGS. 12A—12C shoW side, leading end, and top vieWs, 
respectively, of a cutting knife 12 according to the present 
invention. As may be seen, such a con?guration includes a 
main cutting edge 13m (including three shoWn serrations), a 
pair of cutting Wings 13W and three cutting faces 13f. 

FIG. 13 is an exploded vieW of a knife assembly including 
the knife 13 and upper and loWer knife retaining elements 
19, 18. The loWer retaining element 18 is mounted to the 
cutting drum and the upper element 19 captures the knife 13 
and is retained by an unshoWn bolt having a longitudinal 
axis along line L. 

FIG. 14 shoWs the knife 13 in its mounted position. As 
may be seen, the sharpness angle of the main cutting edge 
is approximately 38 degrees, the clearance angle is approxi 
mately 5 degrees (5.315 degrees in one particular instance), 
and the rake angle is approximately 46 degrees. These 
approximate angles should total to ninety degrees. 

FIG. 15 is a hydraulic system illustrative draWing. 
FIG. 16 is an electrical schematic draWing. 
FIG. 17 is an illustration of a prior art chipper 120 

shoWing hoW such chippers can jam through gravity feed 
ing. Disc chippers (not shoWn) are also knoWn. 

FIG. 18 is a side plan illustrative vieW of an alternate 
embodiment of the present invention, including a chipper 
disc 180 With a horiZontal drive shaft 181, and upper and 
loWer pusher plates 182, 183, With “square” pushing faces. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Reference is noW made to the draWings, in Which like 
numerals designate like elements throughout the several 
vieWs. 
General Construction and Operation 

Generally described, one embodiment of the present 
invention includes the use of at least tWo substantially 
horiZontal “pusher plates”, Which are each slidably movable 
relative to an apparatus including a stationary ?oor and a 
horiZontal-axis cutting drum. Disclike Wood “lilypads” are 
dropped via conveyor or other suitable means onto the ?oor, 
and the tWo pusher plates are urged toWards the lilypads and 
eventually cause at least some of them to be urged into 
contact With the cutting drum and to be consumed thereby. 
The relative positioning of the tWo plates as they come into 
the vicinity of the lilypad is important; the upper pusher 
plate overhangs the other such that a “moving pocket” is 
de?ned Which tends to capture the disclike members in a 
desired orientation as they contact the cutting drum. 
The Desired Orientation 

Reference is ?rst made to FIG. 1, to illustrate the manner 
in Which the lilypad Wood members 50 are oriented relative 
to a rotating cutting drum 11. FIG. 1 is a pictorial illustrative 
vieW of an isolated cutting drum 11 having cutting knives 12 
mounted thereon. The cutting drum 11 rotates about a 
substantially vertical axis of rotation “R”, such that a lilypad 
Wood member 50 is captured Within a pocket is consumed by 
the cutting knives. The lilypad Wood member 50 is oriented 
the during cutting process as if it Was part of an elongate log 
52 and the longitudinal axis of the log is parallel to the 
rotational axis of the cutting drum. 
As may be seen, lilypad Wood members such as 50 are 

typically cut from the ends of typical elongate Wood mem 














