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COMPACT ELECTRODELESS 
FLUORESCENT A-LINE LAMP 

This application is a CIP of application Ser. No. 08/705, 
098 ?led Aug. 28, 1996 noW abandoned. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to ?uorescent 
lamps and, more particularly, to compact electrodeless ?uo 
rescent lamps con?gured as A-line incandescent lamps. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Compact ?uorescent lamp products of the type having a 
lamp and integral ballast provide energy savings and have a 
longer useful life as compared to incandescent lamps of 
equivalent light outpul Typical compact ?uorescent lamps 
have tubular envelopes With one or more generally U-shaped 
bends. The number of bends in the lamp is a function of the 
desired light output and siZe of the lamp. Compact ?uores 
cent lamps may utiliZe electrodes or may be electrodeless. 
The lamp is connected to an electromagnetic or electronic 
ballast, the latter being preferred because electronic ballasts 
are more compact. In a typical compact ?uorescent lamp 
system, the interface betWeen the lamp and ballast is the 
Widest physical dimension. 

The overall length of a compact ?uorescent lamp and 
ballast exceeds that of an equivalent incandescent lamp. The 
most common con?guration of an incandescent lamp is 
referred to as A-line. There are three typical A-line bulb 
siZes, that is, A19, A21 and A23, With the number corre 
sponding to the maximum diameter of the bulb in eighths of 
inches. For example, an A21 bulb is tWenty-one eighths, or 
2%, inches in maximum diameter. Typical poWer outputs of 
such A-line incandescent lamps is in the range from about 25 
to 250 Watts. Disadvantageously, presently available com 
pact ?uorescent lamps Which use less energy and have a 
longer useful life cannot be used in incandescent lamp 
?xtures. 

Accordingly, it is desirable to provide a compact ?uores 
cent lamp capable of operating in incandescent lamp ?xtures 
a 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Acompact electrodeless ?uorescent lamp according to the 
present invention has an A-line con?guration comprising a 
globular upper portion Which becomes narroWer toWard a 
loWer portion, terminating in a narroW end. The envelope 
has a re-entrant cavity formed therein With an excitation coil 
being situated Within the re-entrant cavity for providing an 
alternating magnetic ?eld When excited by an alternating 
current energy source, resulting in an arc discharge Which 
emits ultraviolet radiation. The envelope has an interior 
phosphor coating for emitting visible radiation When excited 
by ultraviolet radiation. The narroW end of the A-line 
envelope is connected to a base (e.g., an Edison screW-type 
base). The alternating current energy source is electrically 
connected through the base, via a ballast, to the excitation 
coil. The ballast is integral With the lamp and is contained 
substantially Within the re-entrant cavity. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The features and advantages of the present invention Will 
become apparent from the folloWing detailed description of 
the invention When read With the accompanying draWings in 
which: 
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2 
FIG. 1 is a front vieW illustrating the con?guration of a 

typical compact ?uorescent lamp; 
FIG. 2 is a front vieW illustrating an electrodeless compact 

?uorescent lamp according to the present invention; 
FIG. 3 schematically illustrates one embodiment of a 

ballast useful for operating the lamp of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 illustrates the layout of one side of the ballast of 

FIG. 3; and 
FIG. 5 illustrates the layout of the other side of the ballast 

of FIG. 3. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 1 illustrates a typical compact ?uorescent lamp 10 
including a gas-tight envelope 12 having multiple U-shaped 
tubular portions made from a translucent material. The 
envelope contains a ?ll comprising mercury and at least one 
noble gas. The envelope is connected to a base structure 
Which includes a housing 14 for a ballast and a base 16, e.g., 
an Edison screW-type base, for connection through a ?xture 
(not shoWn) to an alternating current energy source. By Way 
of illustration only, the discharge tube of FIG. 1 is shoWn as 
having tWo U-shaped tubular sections, each U-shaped tubu 
lar section having tWo ends for plugging into the ballast. A 
phosphor layer 18 is applied to the inner surface of the 
discharge tube for converting ultraviolet radiation, Which is 
generated by excitation of the ?ll, into visible light. 

In accordance With the present invention, as illustrated in 
FIG. 2, a compact electrodeless ?uorescent lamp 20 has an 
A-line con?guration Which advantageously alloWs for 
operation of the compact ?uorescent lamp in a typical 
incandescent lamp ?xture for an incandescent lamp of 
equivalent light output. The envelope for the A-line compact 
?uorescent lamp comprises a globular upper portion 22 
Which becomes narroWer toWard a loWer portion, terminat 
ing in a narroW end 24. The envelope has a re-entrant cavity 
26 formed therein With an excitation coil 28 being situated 
Within the re-entrant cavity for providing an alternating 
magnetic ?eld When excited by an alternating current energy 
source, resulting in an arc discharge 27 Which emits ultra 
violet radiation. The envelope has an interior phosphor 
coating 18 for emitting visible radiation When excited by 
ultraviolet radiation. The narroW end 24 of the A-line 
envelope is connected to base 16 (e. g., an Edison screW-type 
base). The alternating current energy source is electrically 
connected through the base, via a ballast 30, to the excitation 
coil. The ballast is integral With the lamp and is contained 
substantially Within the re-entrant cavity. A metallic housing 
31 is shoWn as surrounding ballast 30 to act as a heat sink 
and an EMI shield. 

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates a ballast suitable for 
operating the compact electrodeless ?uorescent lamp of 
FIG. 2 and capable of being con?gured for positioning 
Within re-entrant cavity 26. The illustrated ballast is a typical 
Class-D poWer ampli?er With sWitching devices Q1 and Q2 
connected together in a half-bridge con?guration to be 
driven alternately betWeen cutoff and saturation such that 
one is conducting While the other one is turned off and vice 
versa. Gate drive circuits connected to the gate of each 
sWitching device include input isolation transformer second 
ary Windings T1A and T1B, respectively, timing capacitors 
C7 and C8, respectively, and Zener-diode pairs D7—D8 and 
D5—D6, respectively, for protecting the gates from high 
voltage spikes. T1C is the primary Winding of the input 
isolation transformer. A resonant tank circuit comprising an 
inductor L2 and a capacitor C6 is connected to the half 
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bridge at the junction between switching devices Q1 and Q2 
and in parallel with switching device Q2. A starting circuit 
is shown as comprising sidacs VR1 and VR2, resistors R1 
and R2, and a capacitor C3; the starting circuit provides a 
sufficiently high initial current for starting the lamp. A 
capacitor C9 is provided for dc blocking. The ballast of FIG. 
3 also includes a circuit for protection against electromag 
netic interference protection comprising inductors L6, L1, 
L3 and capacitors C1, C15, C12 and C10. Input bridge 
recti?ers for rectifying the input ac voltage are represented 
by block BR1; and input ?lter capacitors are represented as 
C2 and C5. Capacitors C2 and C5 are preferably electrolytic 
capacitors. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 are side views illustrating an exemplary 
layout of the ballast of FIG. 3 on a printed circuit board 30 
wherein the ballast is positioned within the re-entrant cavity 
of FIG. 2. An exemplary re-entrant cavity has an inner 
diameter of 25 mm, and the width of an exemplary ballast 
circuit according to FIG. 3 is 22 mm, such that the ballast 
easily ?ts within the re-entrant In the speci?c embodiment of 
FIGS. 4 and 5, electrolytic capacitors C2 and C5 are situated 
to extend into base 16 (FIG. 1). 
As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the printed circuit board is 

con?gured to support excitation coil 28 and transformer L2. 
In particular, one end of the printed circuit board is shaped 
to receive a core 29 around which coil 28 is wound. 
Similarly, the printed circuit board is shaped to receive a 
core 31 of inductor L2. 

An integral lamp and ballast con?guration according to 
the present invention, i.e., with the ballast con?gured to ?t 
within the re-entrant cavity of a compact electrodeless 
?uorescent lamp, advantageously makes the lamp even more 
compact and allows for use of such lamp in the ?xture of an 
A-line incandescent lamp having equivalent light output. 
Such use for the re-entrant cavity of a compact electrodeless 
?uorescent lamp to provide an integral lamp and ballast 
con?guration for a compact electrodeless ?uorescent lamp 
should render such lamps more attractive and feasible for 
widespread use, thereby allowing for the widespread real 
iZation of the bene?ts of compact ?uorescent lamps, i.e., 
economy and longer life. 

While the preferred embodiments of the present invention 
have been shown and described herein, it will be obvious 
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that such embodiments are provided by way of example 
only. Numerous variations, changes and substitutions will 
occur to those of skill in the art without departing from the 
invention herein. Accordingly, it is intended that the inven 
tion be limited only by the spirit and scope of the appended 
claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A compact ?uorescent lamp, comprising: 

a gas-tight, light-transmissive envelope containing a ?ll 
for sustaining an arc discharge which emits ultraviolet 
radiation when the ?ll is subjected to an alternating 
frequency magnetic ?eld, the envelope having a 
re-entrant cavity formed therein, an excitation coil 
being situated within the re-entrant cavity for providing 
the alternating magnetic ?eld when excited by an 
alternating current energy source, the envelope having 
an interior phosphor coating for emitting visible radia 
tion when excited by ultraviolet radiation, the envelope 
having an A-line con?guration comprising a globular 
upper portion which becomes narrower toward a lower 
portion, terminating in a narrow end; 

a ballast for electrically connecting the alternating current 
energy source to the excitation coil and thereby oper 
ating the lamp, the ballast being integral with the lamp 
and contained substantially within the re-entrant cavity; 
and 

a base connected to the narrow end of the envelope, the 
base being adapted for connecting the ballast to the 
alternating current energy source. 

2. The lamp of claim 1 wherein the ballast comprises a 
Class-D power ampli?er. 

3. The lamp of claim 1 wherein the ballast is con?gured 
on a printed circuit board. 

4. The lamp of claim 3 wherein the printed circuit board 
is con?gured to support a core about which the excitation 
coil is wound. 

5. The lamp of claim 3 wherein the ballast is con?gured 
to support a core of at least one ballast inductor. 

6. The lamp of claim 1, further comprising a metallic 
housing surrounding the ballast. 

* * * * * 


