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CHANNEL FORMING DEVICE WITH A 
SECURED DISTAL EXTREMITY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention is directed to the formation of one or more 
channels into the Wall of a patient’s heart and particularly to 
a system for securing the optical ?ber system While forming 
the channel in the patient’s heart Wall. 

The channels formed in the Wall of the patient’s heart may 
be used in the treatment of heart tissue experiencing 
ischemic conditions by alloWing increased perfusion of 
blood through the channel into the myocardium of a 
patient’s heart. The formation of channels into the myocar 
dium for improved perfusion into a patient’s ischemic 
myocardial tissue is called myocardial revasculariZation. 
The ?rst clinical trials of the revasculariZation process Was 
made by Mirhoseini et al. See for example the discussions 
in Lasers in General Surgery (Williams & Wilkins; 1989), pp 
216—223. Other early disclosures of this procedure is found 
in an article by Okada et al. in Kobe J. Med. Sci 32, 
151—161, October 1986 and US. Pat. No. 4,658,817 
(Hardy). These early references describe intraoperative 
revasculariZation procedures Which require an opening in 
the chest Wall and include formation of the channels through 
the epicardium. 

Copending application Ser. No. 08/368,409, ?led on Dec. 
30, 1994 (Aita et al.), Which is incorporated herein in its 
entirety, describes a percutaneous system for myocardial 
revasculariZation Which is introduced through the patient’s 
peripheral artery. The channels are formed through the 
endocardium into the myocardium. The channels formed in 
the ventricular Wall may also be used for delivery of 
therapeutic or diagnostic agents, including agents for gene 
therapy. 
While the percutaneous system for performing 

revasculariZation, developed by Aita et al., Was a substantial 
advance, one of the dif?culties found in forming the channel 
from Within the patient’s heart chamber Was maintaining the 
distal end of the optical ?ber against the endocardial Wall. 
Apparently, acoustic energy created by the absorption of the 
laser energy emitted from the distal tip of the optical ?ber 
system by the surrounding ?uid, i.e. blood, can cause the 
distal end of the optical ?ber system to be laterally displace 
aWay from the region of the endocardial surface in Which the 
channel is to be formed. The distal tip of optical ?ber tends 
to “skip” along the surface of the endocardial Wall, thereby 
disabling channel formation. In European application Pub 
lication No. 0 515-867 A2 (Jeevanandam et al.) reference is 
made to providing suction means on a catheter into Which 
the optical ?ber system is slidably disposed to hold the 
position of the assembly adjacent to the ventricular Wall. 
While this provides some bene?t, it does not ensure that the 
distal tip of the optical ?ber Will remain in place When laser 
energy is transmitted to the tissue of the ventricular Wall. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to an improved laser 
based device for forming a channel in the Wall of a patient’s 
heart and particularly to a system Which maintains the 
position of the distal end of the laser based system against 
the tissue of the heart Wall to effectively transmit laser 
energy from an optical ?ber or Wave guide system to the 
heart tissue to form the channel. 

The elongated laser energy transmitting system of the 
invention includes an elongated optical Wave guide, such as 
an optical ?ber, having a proximal end and a distal end and 
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2 
means to engage the tissue of the patient’s endocardium so 
that there is no lateral displacement of the distal end of the 
optical Wave guide from the location on the ventricular Wall 
in Which the channel is to be formed. One presently pre 
ferred means to engage the tissue of the patient’s endocar 
dium is to form the endocardial lining of the ventricular Wall 
about at least a portion of the distal end of the Wave guide. 
Another presently preferred means to engage the tissue is to 
provide one or more protuberances or cleats on the distal end 
of the optical Wave guide press into the endocardial tissue 
When the optical Wave guide is pressed against the ventricu 
lar Wall. Both means effectively prevent lateral displacement 
or skipping of the distal end of the optical Wave guide. 

The laser energy transmitting system of the invention is 
percutaneously advanced through the patient’s vasculature 
until the distal portion of the device is disposed Within the 
left ventricle of the patient’s heart. The distal tip of the 
optical Wave guide is advanced toWard the region of the 
ventricular Wall Where the channels are to be formed. With 
the distal tip of the optical ?ber engaging the endocardial 
surface and the means to prevent the lateral excursion of the 
distal tip of the optical Wave guide in place, the chances for 
a lateral excursion or movement of the distal tip of the 
optical Wave guide is effectively prevented. 

These and other advantages of the invention Will become 
more apparent from the folloWing detailed description of the 
invention, When taken in conjunction With the accompany 
ing exemplary draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal cross-sectional vieW of the distal 
portion of an optical ?ber apparatus. 

FIG. 1A is an end vieW of the optical ?ber system shoWn 
in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal cross-sectional vieW of the distal 
portion of an optical ?ber similar to that shoWn in FIG. 1 
except that a mechanism is shoWn for grasping surface 
endocardial tissue of a patient’s heart. 

FIG. 3 is a longitudinal cross-sectional vieW of another 
embodiment similar to that shoW in FIG. 2 With different 
means to grasp the endocardial surface of a ventricular Wall 
of the patient’s heart. 

FIG. 4 is a partial vieW of the device shoWn in FIG. 3 With 
the barbs or cleats engaging the endocardial tissue. 

FIG. 5. is a longitudinal cross-sectional vieW of an 
alternative embodiment of the invention Wherein a protu 
berance or cleat is provided in the distal tip of the optical 
?ber system Which presses into the endocardial tissue. 

FIG. 5A is an end vieW of the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 
5. 

FIG. 6 is an end vieW of an alternative embodiment 
similar to that shoWn in FIGS. 5A and 6B except that 
multiple protuberances are provided on the distal tip of the 
optical ?ber system. 

FIG. 7 is a longitudinal cross-sectional vieW of another 
alternative embodiment Wherein a protuberance and ridges 
are provided on the distal tip of the optical Wave guide. 

FIG. 7A is an end vieW of the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 
7. 

FIG. 8 is a longitudinal cross-sectional vieW of another 
alternative embodiment of the invention Wherein an outer 
sheath is provided Which is connected to a vacuum source so 
that When the sheath is pressed against the endocardial 
surface and a vacuum is established Within the inner lumen 
of the sheath, endocardial tissue is pulled into the space. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIGS. 1 and 1A illustrates an optical ?ber system 10, 
suitable for use in the present invention, having an elongated 
probe tip 11 With a lens 12 on its distal, an elongated optical 
?ber shaft 13 With a distal end 14 disposed and secured 
Within the interior of the probe tip and an outer support 
member or lens capsule 15 secured to the optical ?ber shaft 
by means of adhesive 16. A helical metallic coil 17 is 
provided on the exterior of the optical ?ber shaft 13 at a 
location proximal to the probe tip to facilitate securing the 
outer support member to the shaft. The outer surface of the 
shaft 13 is provided With a lubricous surface or jacket 18 
such as a ?uoropolymer (TefZel). The metallic coil 17, Which 
may be made of suitable material such a NiTi alloy or 
stainless steel, is tightly Wound against the lubricous surface 
18 to provide a good bond and then the outer support 
member may be shrunk ?t or otherWise bonded to the coil by 
a suitable adhesive 16. Aradiopaque cylindrical marker 189 
is provided on the outer support member 15 to facilitate 
?uoroscopic observation Within the patient. 

In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 2 the outer tubular 
support member 15 is provided With a plurality of brackets 
20 to Which ?ngers, jaWs or other grabbing means 21 are 
rotatable mounted. The distal extremities 22 of the ?ngers 21 
are shaped to readily grasp endocardial tissue When the 
distal extremities of the ?ngers are urged together as shoWn 
by the arroWs 23. While only tWo ?ngers 21 are shoWn three 
or more ?ngers may be employed. The proximal extremities 
24 of the ?ngers 21 are provided With an inclined surface 25 
so that distal movement of sheath 26 presses the sheath 
against the inclined surfaces and thereby causes the distal 
extremities to be urged together to grasp the surface of the 
endocardium so that the lens 12 engages the grasped 
endocardial tissue and any undesirable movement of the 
optical ?ber 10 is prevented. 

In FIG. 3, spring loaded members 30 are secured to the 
probe tip 11 and extend distally to the lens 12 and have distal 
extremities With barbs 31 or other projections Which engage 
the endocardial lining 32, as shoWn in FIG. 4, to hold the 
lens 12 against the endocardial lining While laser energy is 
transmitted thereto. 

The embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 5 and SA has a lens With 
a protuberance or cleat 33 extending out therefrom, so that 
When the lens is pressed against the endocardial lining the 
protuberance 33 is pressed deeply into the tissue to prevent 
undesirable movement. The protuberance 33 has little or no 
detrimental effects on the transmission of laser energy 
because there is a slight divergence of the laser beam as it 
is emitted from the lens. Multiple protuberances 33 may be 
used as shoWn in FIG. 6. 

The lens 12 may be also provided With one or more ridges 
34 in lieu or in addition to the protuberance 33 such as 
shoWn in FIGS. 7 and 7A. In the embodiment shoWn in these 
?gures the ridges 34 and the cleat 33 are formed of a gold 
plated, stainless steel open frameWork or cot 35 Which ?ts 
over the probe tip 11 as shoWn. The proximal end of the open 
frameWork 35 ?ts into the distal end of the outer support 
member and is secured by the adhesive 16. 

Another alternative embodiment is shoWn in FIGS. 8 and 
8A Where an outer sheath 36 is provided about the optical 
?ber system 10 having an interior 36 in ?uid communication 
With a vacuum source (not shoWn). When the sheath 35 is 
pressed against the endocardium 32 and a vacuum is gen 
erated Within the interior 36, tissue from the endocardium is 
aspirated or sucked into the interior 36 of the sheath 35, 
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4 
engaging the lens 12 as shoWn and ensuring little or no 
undesirable movement by the optical ?ber system When 
delivering laser energy to the endocardium to form a chan 
nel. 

Details of forming the channel Within the ventricular Wall 
and optical ?ber devices therefor are disclosed in copending 
application Ser. No. 08/368,409, ?led Dec. 20, 1994, Ser. 
No. 08/379,002, ?led Jan. 27, 1995, and Ser. No. 
(unassigned), ?led on Jun. 7, 1995, entitled OPTICAL 
FIBER FOR MYOCARDIAL CHANNEL FORMATION 
(S. G. Payne et al.) Which are incorporated herein in their 
entireties. 

Unless noted otherWise, the various components of the 
embodiments of the invention may be made of conventional 
materials used in intravascular catheters and other devices. 
For example, the outer support member 15 may be formed 
of polyethylene terephthalate, the adhesive 15 may be a UV 
cured adhesive such as Dymak 198-m, the optical ?ber may 
be formed of fused silica (loW—OH) and the probe tip may 
be formed of fused quartZ. As Will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art a variety of materials both conventional and 
novel may be used in the present invention. 

Although individual features of embodiments of the 
invention may be shoWn in some of the draWings and not in 
others, those skilled in the art Will recogniZe that individual 
features of one embodiment of the invention can be com 
bined With any or all the features of another embodiment. 
Moreover, While the invention is described herein in terms 
of using a laser based device for forming a channel Within 
a patient’s ventricular Wall, the advantages of the present 
invention can be obtained to a greater or lesser degree in a 
variety of channel forming devices such as rotating abrading 
devices, heated probes, high frequency (e.g. RF or 
microWave) heating devices, induction heating devices, high 
pressure Water streams, and the like. Other modi?cations 
and improvements can be made to the invention Without 
departing from the scope thereof. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A system for forming a channel Within a ventricular 

Wall of a patient’s heart from Within a chamber de?ned by 
an interior surface of the ventricular Wall, comprising: 

a) an elongated, laser energy transmitting system having 
a distal end for emitting laser energy and being con 
?gured for percutaneous delivery by introduction into a 
peripheral artery and advancement to the interior of the 
ventrical through the patient’s vasculature; and 

b) at least tWo distally extending elongated members 
Which are con?gured to engage the interior surface of 
the ventricular Wall to urge tissue of the ventricular Wall 
betWeen the elongated members toWard the distal end 
of the laser energy transmitting system upon the inWard 
motion thereof to ensure contact betWeen the distal end 
of the laser energy transmitting system and the interior 
surface of the ventricular Wall When laser energy is 
emitted from the distal end of the laser energy trans 
mitting system and Which are con?gured so that the 
elongated members do not pass in front of the distal end 
of the laser energy transmitting system Which emits 
laser energy; and 

c) an actuator operatively coupled to the distally extend 
ing elongated members for causing inWard motion 
thereof. 

2. The system of claim 1 Wherein the elongated members 
are pivotally mounted on the distal extremity of the laser 
energy transmitting system. 

3. The system of claim 2 Wherein an outer sheath slidable 
over the laser energy transmitting system engages the proxi 
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mal extremities of the pivotally mounted elongated members 
and urges the distal extremities of the elongated members 
toWard each other to thereby grasp the interior surface of the 
ventricular Wall. 

4. The system of claim 1, Wherein the elongated members 
are provided With inWardly projecting barbs for engaging 
and thereby grasping the interior surface of the vascular 
Wall. 

5. The system of claim 1 Wherein a sheath having a distal 
end con?gured to engage the interior surface of the ven 
tricular Wall, being disposed about the elongated, laser 
energy transmitting system and having an interior chamber 
Which is in ?uid communication With a vacuum source so 
that When the distal end of the sheath engages the interior 
surface of the ventricular Wall and a vacuum is applied to the 
interior of the sheath that tissue of the endocardium is pulled 
into the interior of the sheath thereby preventing undesirable 
movement of the distal end of the laser energy transmitting 
system. 

6. The system of claim 1 Wherein the distal end of the 
laser transmitting system is provided With at least one 
distally extending protuberance to engage the interior sur 
face of the ventricular Wall. 

7. The system of claim 1 Wherein the distal end of the 
laser transmitting system is provided With at least one 
projecting ridge to engage the interior surface of the ven 
tricular Wall. 

15 

25 

6 
8. A system for forming a channel Within a ventricular 

Wall of a patient’s heart from Within a chamber de?ned by 
an interior surface of the ventricular Wall, comprising: 

a) an elongated, channel forming system having means on 
a distal end thereof for forming a channel and being 
con?gured for percutaneous delivery by introduction 
into a peripheral artery of the patient and advancement 
to the interior of the ventrical through the patient’s 
vasculature; and 

b) at least tWo distally extending elongated members 
Which have distal end con?gured to engage the interior 
surface of the ventricular Wall and to urge tissue of the 
ventricular Wall betWeen the distal ends of the elon 
gated members toWard the distal end of the channel 
forming system upon the inWard motion thereof to 
ensure contact betWeen the distal end of the channel 
forming system and the interior surface of the ventricu 
lar Wall When the channel is being formed and Which 
are con?gured such that the inWard motion thereof is 
mechanically limited so that the elongated members are 
prevented from passing in front of a channel path of the 
channel forming means; and 

c) an actuator operatively coupled to the distally extend 
ing elongated members for causing inWard motion 
thereof. 


