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PAINT CAN LID WITH WIRE HANDLE 
ENGAGEMENT 

BACKGROUND 

1. Field of the Invention 

Generally the invention relates to a paint can lid for paint 
cans having Wire handles. More speci?cally the invention 
relates to a replacement paint can lid adaptable to engage the 
Wire handle of the paint can to apply pressure betWeen the 
replacement paint can lid and the paint can. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Many attempts have been made to provide a replacement 

for the conventional lid associated With one, (1), US gallon 
paint cans. The conventional lid, that is the lid provided With 
the paint can, having disadvantages easily identi?able by 
prior inventors. The conventional lid is designed to be 
relatively ?at With the surrounding top of the paint can While 
the lid is in place on the paint can. This design permits 
packaging and display of a plurality of paint cans in the 
minimal amount of space. 

The most serious disadvantage resides in the requirement 
that the conventional lid must be removed to gain access to 
the paint contained Within the can. While vast amounts of 
paint are distributed to building contractors, this distribution 
is generally made in containers holding at least ?ve, (5), US 
gallons. Home oWners and handypersons purchase a large 
quantity of paint distributed in one, (1), US gallon contain 
ers. These people routinely use less than the total contents of 
the container and reseal and store the remainder for future 
use. Such usage results in the lid being removed and 
replaced repeatedly during the life of the can of paint. 

During usage, either by pouring or by the Wiping of a 
brush against the opening, paint gains entry into the radial 
sealing bead of the can top. This sealing bead accepts a 
generally matching radial seating band of the can lid. 
Replacement of the lid is then messy With paint being 
eXpelled from the sealing bead. Such resealing of the unused 
portion of the paint occasionally being insuf?cient to pro 
vide an air tight seal. The paint may spoil during the duration 
of time before the neXt usage When an air tight seal is not 
formed. 

Various attempts have been made to provide a reusable 
paint can lid capable of providing an air tight seal While 
providing for access to the paint Without requiring removal 
of the lid. These attempts have been less ef?cient than 
desired. As such, it may be appreciated that there continues 
to be a need for a reusable paint can lid having a closable 
pour opening and structure to apply doWnWard pressure on 
the lid against the can using the Wire handle of the can. The 
present invention substantially ful?lls these needs. 

SUMMARY 

In vieW of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in the 
knoWn types of pourable paint can lids, your applicant has 
devised a paint can lid having a sealing pressure generating 
structure to apply pressure betWeen the paint can lid and the 
paint can. This sealing pressure generating structure takes 
the form of a handle engagement member having a plurality 
of engagement positions. Each engagement position has a 
unique elevational height to the plane formed by the top of 
the paint can When attached. The handle of the paint can is 
positioned in a select one of these engagement positions to 
secure the paint can lid to the paint can. This securing of the 
paint can lid to the paint can provides for both pressure 
transference and retention properties during accidental over 
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2 
turning or even dropping of the combination. A seating band 
radially eXtends around the outer perimeter of the base of the 
paint can lid. This seating band engages the top of the paint 
can to form a seal therebetWeen. A pour opening penetrates 
the paint can lid and provides for access to the paint Within 
the paint can folloWing installation. Repeated usage of the 
paint can lid on subsequent paint cans is provided. 
My invention resides not in any one of these features per 

se, but rather in the particular combinations of them herein 
disclosed and it is distinguished from the prior art in these 
particular combinations of these structures for the functions 
speci?ed. 

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more 
important features of the invention in order that the detailed 
description thereof that folloWs may be better understood, 
and in order that the present contribution to the art may be 
better appreciated. There are, of course, additional features 
of the invention that Will be described hereinafter and Which 
Will form the subject matter of the claims appended hereto. 
Those skilled in the art Will appreciate that the conception, 
upon Which this disclosure is based, may readily be utiliZed 
as a basis for the designing of other structures, methods and 
systems for carrying out the several purposes of the present 
invention. It is important, therefore, that the claims be 
regarded as including such equivalent constructions insofar 
as they do not depart from the spirit and scope of the present 
invention. 
The primary object of the present invention is to provide 

for a paint can lid capable of satisfying the needs of paint 
users for a convenient and easily handled closure system. 

Other objects include; 
a) to provide for a secure fastening of the paint can lid to 

the paint can to prevent accidental displacement of the 
paint can lid When the combination is inadvertently 
knocked over or dropped. 

b) to provide for engagement of the handle of the paint 
can to apply doWnWard pressure on the paint can lid 
While installed. 

c) to provide various engagement positions for the handle 
to permit various pressure levels betWeen the paint can 
lid and the paint can. 

d) to provide for the engagement position to securely 
retain the handle therein to prevent accidental removal 
therefrom. 

e) to provide for a one piece molded paint can lid. 
f) to provide for a domed shape Within the design of the 

paint can lid to prevent deforming of the paint can lid 
by the applied doWnWard pressure. 

g) to provide for a paint can lid Which may remain 
installed during numerous painting sessions. 

h) to provide for a reusable paint can lid Which may be 
cleaned folloWing usage With one can of paint and 
reused repeatedly With other paint cans. 

i) to provide for retention of the cap With the lid When the 
cap is removed from the opening. 
to provide for a paint can lid to engage the paint can in 
the sealing channel of the paint can. 

k) to provide for a paint can lid to engage the paint can 
Within the opening of the paint can Without entry into 
the sealing channel of the paint can. 

1) to provide for a paint can lid to engage the paint can 
around the outer perimeter of the top of the paint can 
Without entry into the sealing channel of the paint can. 

m) to provide for easy, convenient and comfortable access 
to the handle for the user to carry the combination. 
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n) to provide for a pouring lid not having sealing means, 
the pouring lid to be deployed during a painting pro 
cedure Where the pouring lid Would be removed from 
the paint can folloWing the painting procedure and the 
paint can Would be resealed using the conventional lid 
supplied With the paint can for storage. 

These together With other objects of the invention, along 
With the various features of novelty Which characterize the 
invention, are pointed out With particularity in the claims 
annexed to and forming a part of this disclosure. For a better 
understanding of the invention, its operating advantages and 
the speci?c objects attained by its uses, reference should be 
had to the accompanying draWings and descriptive matter in 
Which there is illustrated the preferred embodiments of the 
invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention Will be better understood and objects other 
than those set forth above Will become apparent When 
consideration is given to the folloWing detailed description 
thereof. Such description makes reference to the annexed 
draWings Wherein; 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a replacement lid. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the replacement lid shoWn 
in FIG. 1 from the opposing side. 

FIG. 3 is a sectional vieW as taken from the section lines 
shoWn in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of a prior art paint can lid. 

FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of a prior art paint can. 

FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of the replacement lid shoWn 
in FIG. 1 installed on the paint can shoWn in FIG. 5. 

FIG. 7 is a partial sectional vieW of the replacement lid 
shoWn in FIG. 1 elevated above the paint can shoWn in FIG. 
5. 

FIG. 8 is a partial sectional vieW of the items shoWn in 
FIG. 7 in an installed position. 

FIG. 9 is a partial sectional vieW of a lid elevated above 
the paint can shoWn in FIG. 5. 

FIG. 10 is a partial sectional vieW of the items shoWn in 
FIG. 9 in an installed position. 

FIG. 11 is a partial sectional vieW of a lid elevated above 
the paint can shoWn in FIG. 5. 

FIG. 12 is a partial sectional vieW of the items shoWn in 
FIG. 11 in an installed position. 

FIG. 13 is a partial sectional vieW of a lid. 

DESCRIPTION 

Referring noW to the draWings Where like reference 
numerals refer to like parts throughout the various vieWs. 
While variations exist, depending upon manufacturer, gen 
erally all paint cans have a bead or trench formed radially 
extending around the top. This bead or trench is adaptable to 
receive a matching extension radially extending from the 
accompanying lid. Examples of such structures are depicted 
in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5 and identi?ed as prior art. 

Apaint can 82, shoWn in FIG. 5 and FIG. 6, is currently 
Widely utiliZed for containing, storing, distributing and 
transporting paint. A paint can lid 66, shoWn in FIG. 4, is 
adaptable to close and secure an opening 86 of paint can 82. 
Paint can 82 has a top 84 and a base 100 each having a 
circular perimeter. Disposed betWeen top 84 and base 100 is 
a radial Wall 102 having opposing ends secured at a Wall 
seam 104. Attached to radial Wall 102 on opposing sides of 
paint can 82 are tWo pivotal handle anchors 108. A Wire 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

4 
handle 106 has a respective end attached to each pivotal 
handle anchors 108. Wire handle 106 is provided to permit 
ease of transport and is pivotal through a range of motion 
from one side of paint can 82 upWard and over top 84 to the 
opposing side of paint can 82. During transport by the user, 
Wire handle 106 may be raised to a generally vertical 
position in the center of the range of motion and carried by 
Wire handle 106. 

Top 84 has penetrating therethrough opening 86 Which is 
the only access point to the contents of paint can 82. Top 84 
has a sealing channel 90, or lid groove, completely extend 
ing radially around the upper perimeter. Sealing channel 90 
has an inner radial Wall 92, a channel base 94 and an outer 
radial Wall 96. Extending inWard from sealing channel 90 is 
an inner sealing band 88. Extending outWard from sealing 
channel 90 is an outer sealing band 98. 

Paint can lid 66 has an orientation during installation on 
paint can 82 and is illustrated upside doWn, With the under 
side facing up, in FIG. 4. Paint can lid 66 has an inner 
surface 68 being generally planar With a circular perimeter. 
Surrounding inner surface 68 radiating outWard is a raised 
band 70, then a seating band 72 and then an extending rim 
80. Seating band 72 is formed of an inner radial surface 74, 
a loWer seating surface 76 and an outer radial surface 78. 
During installation seating band 72 of paint can lid 66 is 
inserted into sealing channel 90 of paint can 82. Inner radial 
surface 74 contacts inner radial Wall 92, loWer seating 
surface 76 contacts channel base 94, outer radial surface 78 
contacts outer radial Wall 96 and raised band 70 contacts 
inner sealing band 88. These contacts provide an air tight 
seal for the contents of paint can 82. Sharp edges de?ning 
the various sections of paint can lid 66 and paint can 82 are 
depicted for illustrative purposes only and paint cans and 
lids having curved transitions are equally applicable to the 
instant invention. 

Speci?cally referring noW to FIG. 1, FIG. 2, FIG. 3, FIG. 
6, FIG. 7 and FIG. 8 a replacement lid 20, or sections 
therefrom, is shoWn. While component assemblies, having 
detachable parts, is feasible to form lids having the required 
features, a particularly desirable lid is depicted as formed in 
a mold and being of one piece. A plastic is preferred as the 
construction material used to form the lid due to several 
properties associated With particular plastics. These proper 
ties include being easily and inexpensively molded into a 
product and that the resultant product is non corrosive, 
Washable, durable, rigid and impermeable to air and liquid. 

Replacement lid 20 has a seating band 22 radially extend 
ing around the perimeter of replacement lid 20 and having 
various surfaces clearly shoWn in FIG. 3 and FIG. 7. These 
surfaces are an outer radial surface 28, a loWer seating 
surface 30 and an inner radial surface 26. Outer radial 
surface 28 and inner radial surface 26 each radially extend 
around the perimeter of replacement lid 20 and preferably 
Would intersect if extended doWnWard. This tapering design 
provides for ease of insertion Within sealing channel 90 of 
paint can 82 While providing for a ?rm contact by at least 
tWo of the three surfaces. FIG. 8 illustrates insertion of 
seating band 22 Within sealing channel 90. In this example 
loWer seating surface 30 does not contact channel base 94 
While inner radial surface 26 is in contact With inner radial 
Wall 92 and outer radial surface 28 is in contact With outer 
radial Wall 96. 

An encircling band 32 radially extends around the perim 
eter of replacement lid 20 and inWard from seating band 22 
on the topside of replacement lid 20. On the underside of 
replacement lid 20 and extending from seating band 22 is an 
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upper seating surface 24 Which extends radially around 
replacement lid 20. Upper seating surface 24 preferably 
contacts inner sealing band 88 While installed to provide 
additional sealing properties, as shoWn in FIG. 8. 

The application of doWnWard pressure on replacement lid 
20 to maintain and ensure a proper seating relative to paint 
can 82 is one of the principle features of the invention. The 
unique use of Wire handle 106 to provide this doWnWard 
pressure is provided by the instant invention. Due to the 
height of Wire handle 106, relative to the plane formed 
across top 84, elevation of an engagement member is 
required. Additionally, it is important to ensure that the 
doWnWard pressure being applied is transferred Without 
being absorbed by replacement lid 20 being compressed or 
otherWise deformed. A dome 34 radially extends around 
replacement lid 20 and radially contacts and rises above 
encircling band 32. Dome 34 is capable of having doWnWard 
pressure applied thereto Without yielding as a ?at surface 
Would tend to do. 

Dome 34 has extending therefrom a handle engagement 
member 36 having a plurality of positioning steps 38. Each 
positioning step 38 has a base 40 and an engagement side 42. 
Each positioning step 38 has a different elevational height 
from the plane formed by seating band 22. This varied 
elevation height placements provide for engagement by Wire 
handle 106 in a select position for desired pressure appli 
cation. Additionally, during prolonged usage Wire handle 
106 may begin to conform to the pressure being applied and 
a reduction in the applied pressure may occur. If this 
situation occurs, the user Would simply move Wire handle 
106 to a higher positional step 38 to restore the desired 
pressure transference level. 

As shoWn in FIG. 6 Wire handle 106 Will contact a select 
base 40 and an associative engagement side 42 When 
installed. Opposing alignment guide marks are situated on 
opposing sides of encircling band 32 and their connected 
alignment perpendicularly intersect handle engagement 
member 36. Alignment guide marks 44 may be used by the 
user to align replacement lid 20 on paint can 82 during 
installation. VieWing the installation from above the user 
Will position alignment guide marks 44 With Wire handle 106 
and/or pivotal handle anchors 108 While Wire handle 106 is 
in the resting position as shoWn in FIG. 5. 

Once replacement lid 20 is installed it is necessary to 
provide for access to the paint contained in paint can 82 
Without requiring removal of replacement lid 20. A pour 
spout 46 is provided Which penetrates replacement lid 20. 
Pour spout 46 is preferably aligned With handle engagement 
member 36 so that Wire handle 106 is clear of the path of 
pouring. This placement provides the user With convenient 
handling features by permitting use of Wire handle 106 
during a pouring procedure. Pour spout 46 has a pour 
opening 48 and an upper terminus 50. Terminus meaning the 
boundary or limit, upper terminus 50 is the upper limit or 
extent of pour opening 48. While various shapes are 
possible, such as tapered, a planar shape is expedient to 
provide for ease of sealing. Apour cap 52 capable of sealing 
pour opening 48 is provided While a pour cap retention 
member 54 ensures that pour cap 52 remains With replace 
ment lid 20 When uncapped. 
Due to the thickness of paint, it is preferred to provide a 

separate vent to prevent the forming of a vacuum during the 
pouring procedure. A vent spout 56 is provided Which 
penetrates replacement lid 20. Vent spout 56 is preferably 
situated on the opposing side of replacement lid 20 from 
pour spout 46. Vent spout 56 has a vent opening 58 and an 
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6 
upper terminus 60. As detailed above, various shapes are 
possible for pour spout 46, similarly vent spout 56 may have 
many shapes. Avent cap 62 capable of sealing vent opening 
58 is provided While a vent cap retention member 64 ensures 
that vent cap 62 remains With replacement lid 20 When 
uncapped. By preference handle engagement member 36 
should have optimum length to provide for the maximum 
number of elevational positions to positioning steps 38. Vent 
spout 56 may be offset from aligned With pour spout 46, as 
depicted Within the various vieWs. Alternatively, a venting 
tube 140, as shoWn in FIG. 13, may be used to provide 
venting during the pouring procedure. A lid 134 having a 
pour spout 136 With an upper terminus 138 is shoWn. 
Attached Within pour spout 136 is venting tube 140 having 
an outer opening 142 and an inner opening 144. Outer 
opening 142 being in direct communication With inner 
opening 144 and permitting the free passage of air therebe 
tWeen. Inner opening 144 Would be situated Within lid 134 
such that it remains Well above the upper paint level during 
pouring. Venting tube 140 Would be sealed to air When pour 
spout 136 is sealed. 

FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 shoW replacement lid 20 With pour 
opening 48 and vent opening 58 open as Would be present 
during the pouring procedure. FIG. 6 shoWs replacement lid 
20 With pour cap 52 sealing pour spout 46 and vent cap 62 
sealing vent spout 56 as Would preferably occur during all 
times other than during the pouring procedure. Shaking of 
paint can 82 While replacement lid 20 seals against leakage 
provides for remixing the paint prior to beginning a painting 
procedure. 

Replacement lid 20 may be adapted for use as a pouring 
lid during a painting procedure. In this usage pour cap 52 
and vent cap 62 Would be eliminated thereby preventing the 
sealing of paint can 82 during storage. This usage Would 
result in the removal of replacement lid 20 folloWing the 
painting procedure and it being cleaned along With the other 
tools used by the painter. Movement of replacement lid 20 
from one paint can 82 to another folloWing depletion of the 
?rst paint supply is easily facilitated by the user. 
While the use of sealing channel 90 of paint can 82 has 

been previously disclosed, other adaptations are possible. A 
?rst adaptation, shoWn in FIG. 9 and FIG. 10, have a lid 110 
having a seating band 112 radially disposed on the under 
side. Seating band 112 has an outer radial surface 114. 
Radially extending outWard from seating band 112 is an 
overlay surface 116. Top 84 of paint can 82 has an inner 
radial surface 118 Which extends radially to de?ne opening 
86. When installed, as shoWn in FIG. 10, outer radial surface 
114 of lid 110 contacts inner radial surface 118 of top 84 and 
overlay surface 116 of lid 110 contacts inner sealing band 88 
and outer sealing band 98 of top 84. This con?guration 
provides for sealing of opening 86 While bypassing insertion 
Within sealing channel 90 of top 84. 
A second adaptation, shoWn in FIG. 11 and FIG. 12, have 

a lid 122 having a seating band 124 radially disposed on the 
underside. Seating band 124 has an inner radial surface 126. 
Radially extending inWard from seating band 124 is an 
upper seating surface 128. Top 84 of paint can 82 has an 
outer radial surface 120. When installed, as shoWn in FIG. 
12, inner radial surface 126 of lid 122 contacts outer radial 
surface 120 of top 84 and upper seating surface 128 of lid 
122 contacts inner sealing surface 88 and outer sealing 
surface 98 of top 84. This con?guration provides for sealing 
of opening 86 While bypassing insertion Within sealing 
channel 90 of top 84. 

FIG. 11 illustrates the usage of a rounded edge 130 
betWeen tWo intersecting surfaces. Such usage is applicable 
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to all disclosed intersections. Also shown is lid 122 having 
a planar surface 132. While a domed shape is preferred for 
the reasons set forth above, a ?at surface is applicable if 
sufficient structure is provided to prevent deforming. One 
such example structure provides for extension to the perim 
eter of the lid by the structure Which engages the Wire handle 
of the paint can. 

With respect to the above description then, it is to be 
realiZed that the optimum dimensional relationships for the 
parts of the invention, to include variations in siZe, material, 
shape, form, function and manner of operation, assembly 
and use, are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one 
skilled in the art, and all equivalent relationships to those 
illustrated in the draWings and described in the speci?cation 
are intended to be encompassed by the present invention. 

Therefore, the foregoing is considered as illustrative only 
of the principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes Will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact 
construction and operation shoWn and described, and 
accordingly, all suitable modi?cations and equivalents may 
be resorted to, falling With the scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A lid for a paint can, the lid comprising: 
a) a seating band radially disposed on a base of the lid and 

extending from the base, the seating band to provide for 
radial contact With a top of the paint can to provide for 
sealing of an opening in the top of the paint can by the 
lid; 

b) a pour opening penetrating the lid, the pour opening to 
provide for passage of paint from the can While the lid 
is providing sealing of the opening of the paint can; 

c) a handle engagement member having a plurality of 
engagement positions, each of the engagement posi 
tions having a unique elevational height to a plane 
formed bv the seating band of the lid, the handle 
engagement member having a ?xed position on the lid 
relative to the seating band, the handle engagement 
member to provide for engaging a Wire handle of the 
paint can While the lid is sealing the opening of the 
paint can, the handle engagement member cooperating 
With the Wire handle to apply pressure betWeen the lid 
and the paint can to retain the sealing of the opening of 
the paint can by the seating band of the lid. 

2. The lid de?ned in claim 1 further comprising a pour 
sealing member to provide for selective sealing of the pour 
opening of the lid. 

3. The lid de?ned in claim 1 Wherein the seating band 
contacts a radial perimeter of the opening of the paint can. 

4. The lid de?ned in claim 1 Wherein the seating band 
contacts a radial outer perimeter of the top of the paint can. 

5. The lid de?ned in claim 1 further comprising vent 
means to provide for passage of air through the lid to prevent 
a vacuum from forming during a pouring procedure. 

6. A lid member to replace a lid on a paint can, the paint 
can having a top, an opening, a lid groove, a radial side Wall 
and a Wire handle, the opening penetrating the top and 
closable by the lid, the lid groove incorporated into the top 
and disposed radially around the opening, the Wire handle 
having opposing ends, the opposing ends attached to the 
radial side Wall on opposing sides of the paint can, the Wire 
handle pivotally moveable throughout a range of motion, the 
lid member comprising: 

a) a seating band radially extending from the lid member, 
the seating band for insertion into the lid groove of the 
can; 
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b) a pour opening to provide for a passage through the lid 

member, the pour opening having an upper terminus, 
the pour opening providing for pouring paint from the 
paint can; 

c) a pour opening sealing member to provide for sealing 
of the pour opening at the upper terminus of the pour 
opening, the pour opening sealing member having an 
attached state and a detached state, the attached state to 
provide for sealing the pour opening, the detached state 
to provide for a pouring of paint from the pour opening; 

d) a handle engaging member having a plurality of 
engagement positions, each engagement position hav 
ing a unique elevational height relative to the seating 
band of the lid member, the handle engagement mem 
ber having a ?xed position on the lid member relative 
to the seating band, the handle engagement member to 
provide for engagement of the Wire handle of the paint 
can to cooperate With the Wire handle to apply pressure 
on the lid member against the paint can to retain the lid 
member in an installed position on the paint can, the 
installed position placing the seating band of the lid 
member Within the lid groove of the paint can. 

7. The lid member de?ned in claim 6 further comprising 
a venting member to provide for air intake into the paint can 
to prevent a vacuum from forming, the vacuum capable of 
restricting pouring of paint from the can. 

8. The lid member de?ned in claim 7 further comprising 
venting member sealing means to provide for sealing the 
venting member against air passage. 

9. The lid member de?ned in claim 6 Wherein the lid 
member further comprises a dome member and Wherein the 
handle engaging member and the pour opening are posi 
tioned on the dome member, the dome member having a 
base, the base having a circular shape and radially positioned 
on the lid member parallel to the seating band. 

10. The lid member de?ned in claim 6 further comprising 
tWo opposing alignment marks to provide for placement of 
the lid member relative to the Wire handle of the paint can 
during installation. 

11. The lid member de?ned in claim 6 further comprising 
pour opening sealing member retention means to provide for 
containment of the pour opening sealing member relative to 
the lid member While the pour opening sealing member is in 
the detached state. 

12. A paint can lid replacement member to provide for 
replacement of a lid on a paint can, the paint can having a 
top, an opening, a lid groove, a base, a radial side Wall and 
a Wire handle, the top circular in shape, the opening pen 
etrating the top and closable by the lid, the lid groove 
incorporated into the top and disposed radially around the 
opening and having an inner upper surface, an outer upper 
surface and a channel bottom, the base circular in shape and 
forming the bottom of the paint can, the radial side Wall 
extending from the base to the top, the Wire handle having 
opposing ends, the opposing ends attached to the radial side 
Wall on opposing sides of the paint can, the Wire handle to 
provide for pivotal movement throughout a range of motion, 
the range of motion placing the Wire handle on opposing 
sides of the paint can, the paint can lid replacement member 
comprising: 

a) a seating band radially extending from the paint can lid 
replacement member, the seating band to provide for 
insertion into the lid groove of the can, the seating band 
comprising: 
1) an inner surface having an upper extent and a loWer 

extent; 
2) an outer surface having an upper extent and a loWer 

extent; 
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3) a transition surface disposed between and connecting 
the loWer eXtent of the inner surface and the loWer 
eXtent of the outer surface; 

b) a contact surface radially extending inWard from the 
upper eXtent of the inner surface, the contact surface to 
contact the inner upper surface of the lid groove of the 
paint can; 

c) a pour opening to provide for a passage through the 
paint can lid replacement member, the pour opening 
having an upper terminus, the pour opening for pouring 
paint from the paint can; 

d) a pour opening sealing member to provide for sealing 
of the pour opening at the upper terminus of the pour 
opening, the pour opening sealing member having an 
attached state and a detached state, the attached state to 
provide for sealing the pour opening, the detached state 
to provide for a pouring of paint from the pour opening; 

e) pour opening sealing member retention means to 
provide for retention of the pour opening sealing mem 
ber With the paint can lid replacement member While in 
the detached state; 

f) a venting member to provide for air intake into the paint 
can to prevent a vacuum from forming, the vacuum 
capable of restricting pouring of paint from the can; 
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g) venting member sealing means to provide for sealing 

the venting member against air passage; 
h) a handle engaging member having a plurality of 

engagement positions, each engagement position hav 
ing a unique elevational height relative to the transition 
surface of the seating band, the handle engaging mem 
ber having a ?xed position on the paint can lid replace 
ment member relative to the seating band, the handle 
engagement member to provide for engagement of the 
Wire handle of the paint can to cooperate With the Wire 
handle to apply pressure on the paint can lid replace 
ment member against the paint can to retain the paint 
can lid replacement member in an installed position on 
the paint can, the installed position placing the seating 
band of the paint can lid replacement member Within 
the lid groove of the paint can. 

13. The lid member de?ned in claim 12 Wherein the lid 
member further comprises a dome member and Wherein the 
handle engaging member, the pour opening and the venting 
member are positioned on the dome member, the dome 
member having a base, the base having a circular shape and 
radially positioned on the lid member parallel to the seating 
band. 


