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[57] ABSTRACT 

A method, and system for supporting a plurality of textual 
manipulations and inputs in a computer system transparently 
to application programs running on the computer system, 
With the computer system including a text services manager, 
are described. A method aspect includes receiving inputs to 
the computer system, providing at least one text service 
event handler through the text services manager in response 
to the received inputs, and processing the received inputs 
With the at least one text service event handler to provide 
appropriate textual outputs from the at least one application 
program. 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
PROCESSING TEXT INPUTS FROM 
MULTIPLE INPUT DEVICES IN A 
PLURALITY OF APPLICATIONS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to text processing in a 
computer system, and more particularly to processing of text 
inputs and manipulations from a variety of sources. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Processing of text inputs into a computer system has 
many facets. Application programs typically handle key 
stroke entries from a keyboard, as Well as selection of 
characters from a keyboard palette displayed on a display 
device through the use of a mouse or other pointing device. 
On-going technological improvements to computer systems 
have enhanced the methods for inputting data, including 
text, into computers. Such improvements include the ability 
to input text as handWriting, via a pen or stylus device. 
Another improvement includes the ability to input text 
captured as speech, via a microphone input device. 

Improvements in text input devices, including Word pro 
cessing programs, have led to support of text input in several 
languages, including various non-English languages, such as 
Greek, HebreW, Chinese, Japanese, etc. Typical keyboard 
input in such languages is normally performed using mul 
tiple keystroke commands. Although input efficiency of such 
languages is improved With the ability to use speech or 
handWriting input devices rather than multiple keystroke 
entry, processing inputs from these devices is typically more 
complex and thus not supported by most Word processing 
programs. 

In addition to supporting multiple languages, Word pro 
cessing programs often include stylistic aids to assist veri 
?cation of character translations from one language to 
another. Further, linguistic aids, such as spell checkers, 
dictionaries, and thesauri, offer more assistance in checking 
accuracy and providing alternatives When inputting text. 

Such linguistic and stylistic aids are usually quite helpful. 
HoWever, these aids are normally limited for use Within the 
Word processing programs and are not easily transferable to 
other text input applications. Thus, not all application pro 
grams that utiliZe textual inputs, e.g., electronic mail 
programs, are capable of providing the enhanced capabilities 
these aids support. 

Accordingly, a need exist for supporting the input of text 
from non-keyboard based devices and providing linguistic 
and stylistic assistance mechanisms for different types of 
text input programs. The present invention addresses such a 
need. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides system and method 
aspects to support a plurality of textual manipulations and 
inputs and provide appropriate textual outputs. In one sys 
tem aspect, the system includes at least one application 
program, and an operating system supporting operations of 
the at least one application program, the operating system 
comprising a text services manager for receiving data 
including text input events and linguistic aid events from a 
plurality of text input device formats through the at least one 
application program and providing a plurality of text service 
event handlers in response to the received data. 

Additionally, the text input device formats include, but are 
not limited to, keyboard device formats, mouse device 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

2 
formats, stylus device formats, and microphone device for 
mats. The text service event handlers include, but are not 
limited to, handWriting event handlers, speech event 
handlers, keyboard event handlers, and interactive event 
handlers. 

In a method aspect, a method for supporting a plurality of 
textual manipulations and inputs in a computer system 
transparently to application programs running on the com 
puter system, With the computer system including a text 
services manager, includes receiving inputs to the computer 
system. The method further includes providing at least one 
text service event handler through the text services manager 
in response to the received inputs. Additionally, the method 
includes processing the received inputs With the at least one 
text service event handler to provide appropriate textual 
outputs from the at least one application program. 
The processing of received inputs includes determining if 

the received inputs are suitable for handling by the at least 
one text service event handler, Wherein When the received 
inputs are not suitable for handling, the inputs are passed to 
the at least one application program. When the received 
inputs are suitable for handling by the at least one text 
service event handler, the method further includes determin 
ing Whether the received inputs are one of a plurality of text 
input events, providing the received inputs to an appropriate 
text event handler When they are one of the plurality of text 
input events, and determining if the received inputs have 
been handled. When the events have been handled, the 
method further includes destroying the events. 

In another system aspect, a system for supporting a 
plurality of textual manipulations and inputs in a computer 
system transparently to application programs running on the 
computer system includes at least one input device for 
sending inputs to the computer system, a text services 
manager for providing at least one text service event handler 
in response to the inputs, and an output device for providing 
appropriate textual outputs from the at least one text service 
event handler. 

With the present invention, handling textual inputs from 
a variety of input devices readily occurs in different types of 
application programs processing text. Further, linguistic and 
stylistic aid mechanisms are also provided and available for 
use in a variety of application programs and are no longer 
limited to use Within speci?c programs, such as Word 
processing programs. Thus, improved functionality for 
inputting and manipulating textual data is readily achieved. 
These and other advantages of the aspects of the present 
invention Will be more fully understood in conjunction With 
the folloWing detailed description and accompanying draW 
ings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 illustrates a computer system environment in 
accordance With the present invention. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a How diagram of a ?rst application 
program interface in accordance With the present invention. 

FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of a relationship among 
data structures in accordance With the present invention. 

FIGS. 4a and 4b illustrate ?oW diagrams of an event 
handling routine in accordance With the present invention. 

FIG. 5 illustrates an aspect for reserving a portion of text 
in accordance With a protocol of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The present invention relates to formation and transfor 
mation of text inputs from a variety of input devices for a 
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plurality of application programs. The following description 
is presented to enable one of ordinary skill in the art to make 
and use the invention and is provided in the context of a 
patent application and its requirements. Various modi?ca 
tions to the preferred embodiment and the generic principles 
and features described herein Will be readily apparent to 
those skilled in the art. 

FIG. 1 illustrates a computer system environment in 
accordance With the present invention. Included in the 
system are a computer 10, the computer 10 including a 
central processing unit and an operating system, a display 
device 12 coupled to an input/output (I/O) bus 11, an 
application program 14, the application program 14 running 
on the computer 10, and user input devices 16, such as a 
mouse, keyboard, microphone, stylus, or other input device 
coupled to I/O bus 11. By Way of eXample, FIG. 1 suitably 
represents an AppleTM Macintosh system. 

In accordance With the present invention, the system of 
FIG. 1 receives teXt inputs from at least one of the input 
devices 16 for use in application program 14 and displayed 
on display device 12. For eXample, a user may input 
handWriting via a sensitive tablet (not shoWn) to the com 
puter 10 for input into an application program 14, such as 
MacWriteTM from Claris Corporation. The coordination of 
teXt input processing suitably occurs With a teXt services 
manager (TSM) 20 included in the operating system of 
computer 10. Of course, the operating system including the 
TSM 20 need not be limited to single computers, but is 
suitably included in other computer system arrangements, 
such as client-server, Internet, or other arrangements, as may 
be desired. 

The TSM 20 preferably controls interactions betWeen teXt 
services and the application program 14. For purposes of this 
discussion, teXt services preferably refer to a class of func 
tions that form or transform teXt. The functions belonging in 
the class include three categories: input methods, interactive 
teXt functions, and batch functions. For each input method, 
both keyboard and non-keyboard based, a teXt service pref 
erably acts as a ?lter for input device events that are passed 
to an application program 14, thus intercepting entries of 
teXt and interacting With the user and application program 14 
to convert raW events into a desired teXt stream. Each teXt 

service for interactive teXt functions, including such facili 
ties as spell checkers, dictionaries, style checkers, and the 
like, preferably interacts With the user and on behalf of the 
application to perform an appropriate action on some portion 
of the teXt Within the application. Batch functions, such as 
algorithms for performing proper hyphenation of Words split 
across line boundaries Within teXt documents, do not require 
handling by the TSM 20. Rather, an application uses batch 
functions to obtain direct, speci?c, linguistic processing of 
the application teXt, as is Well appreciated by those skilled 
in the art. 

An application program 14 preferably interacts With the 
TSM 20 With the creation of a data structure 

(TSMDocument) i.e., an opaque structure in memory that 
organiZes related pieces of information, the basic types of 
Which include ?les, lists, arrays, records, trees, and tables, as 
is Well understood by those skilled in the art. The application 
program 14 further preferably performs operations, such as 
activate and deactivate, on the data structure, Where activate 
suitably refers to activation of an input method and insertion 
of a menu for the TSM 20 into the application program 14 
menu bar, While deactivate suitably refers to deactivation of 
an input method and removal of the TSM’s menu from the 
menu bar for the application program 14. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a How diagram of a ?rst application 
program interface (API1) betWeen an application program 
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4 
14 and the TSM 20. As shoWn, upon the occurrence of an 
event to be handled by a teXt service, an application program 
14 makes a call for a neW data structure, e.g., 
TSMDocument, from the TSM 20 (step 30). In turn, the data 
structure TSMDocument is suitably created (step 32). 
Preferably, the data structure provides a high level interface 
to teXt services, and gives the application program 14 access 
to in-line processing of inputs. Further, preferably one data 
structure is created for each ‘WindoW’, i.e., each document, 
of the application program 14. 

FolloWing creation of the data structure, the data structure 
is preferably activated upon activation of the WindoW to 
Which it corresponds and conversely deactivated upon deac 
tivation of the WindoW to Which it corresponds (step 34). The 
data structure is suitably deleted from the computer system 
upon completion of the operations of the application pro 
gram 14 (step 36) and/or destruction of the WindoW. 

In terms of the TSM 20, the creation of the TSMDocu 
ment data structure initiates the creation of a second data 
structure 40, e.g., TSMConteXt, as shoWn by the diagram in 
FIG. 3. Preferably, there exists a second data structure, 
TSMConteXt 40, for each teXt service Working on behalf of 
the application program 14. Each second data structure 
TSMConteXt 40 is suitably attached to the ?rst data structure 
TSMDocument 41 and contains tWo pieces of information, 
a LocaleObject 42 and a SOM (system object model) object 
44. 

A LocaleObject 42 appropriately represents a teXt service 
and supplies the TSM 20 With the information necessary to 
load that teXt service, including a teXt service class used by 
the TSM 20 to access the teXt service and a SOM class name 
for the SOM class implemented by the teXt service, as is Well 
understood by those skilled in the art. A SOM object 44 for 
the teXt service is created by the TSM 20 When the teXt 
service is created and is pointed to by the second data 
structure TSMConteXt 40. The SOM object 44 suitably 
provides methods necessary for interaction betWeen the 
TSM 20 and the teXt service to Which it refers. Although 
described as a SOM object, i.e., a mechanism created in 
accordance With SOM, from for eXample, IBM Corporation, 
NeW York, it is also suitably created and implemented using 
other languages, including C, C++, and the like, as is Well 
appreciated by those skilled in the art. 
Once the TSMDocument is activated, input events may be 

received and handled. Preferably, the application program 
14 is unaWare of the teXt services receiving and handling the 
events. Thus, a second API (API2) suitably eXists that 
initialiZes and activates the teXt services by the TSM 20. By 
Way of eXample, the TSM 20 upon its activation, initialiZes 
each of the teXt services that Would suitably handle events 
for the application program 14 that made the call for the neW 
TSMDocument. Thus, the initialiZation of the teXt services 
alloWs the teXt services to become prepared for events, such 
as With the creation of WindoWs, menus, etc., that the teXt 
service uses. Activation of the teXt services then proceeds 
upon activation of the TSMDocument, and the teXt services 
are ready to receive events. 

With the activation of teXt services, events, e.g., teXt input 
and modi?cation, are suitably handled as illustrated in the 
How diagrams of FIG. 4a and 4b. Processing initiates upon 
receipt of an event (step 50). In accordance With the present 
invention, the operating system preferably attempts to have 
each event handled by the TSM 20 ?rst. Thus, a determi 
nation of Whether the event is of a type suitable for handling 
by a teXt service is made (step 52). Events to be handled 
include, but are not limited to, key events, such as key 
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strokes on a keyboard, mouse events, such as mouse move 

ments or tablet inputs, WindoW events, such as events 
concerned With the user interface, and speech events, such as 
sound from a microphone. If the event is not one of the types 
that can be handled, the event is passed back to the appli 
cation program 14 (step 54) for handling. If the event is one 
of the types that can be handled, the event is passed to an 
appropriate text service event handler and completed (step 
53), as described in more detail With reference to FIG. 4b. 

As shoWn in FIG. 4b, When the event is one of the 
appropriate types for a text service, the handling routine 
continues With a determination of Whether the event Was a 

handWriting event (step 56). If the event is a handWriting 
event, the event is passed to a text service for handling 
handWriting (step 58). If the event is completely handled 
(step 60), the event is removed from the system (step 62). 
For purposes of this discussion, the handling of handWriting 
or other events by a text service event handler are performed 
using Well knoWn handling routines, the details of Which are 
readily available to those skilled in the art. For example, for 
handling a handWriting event a handWriting engine such as 
that utiliZed in the NeWton product by Apple Computer 
could be utiliZed. In another example, an event handler for 
handling a speech event is a speech recognition engine such 
as “The Chinese Dictation Kit” by Apple Computer. 
When the event is not completely handled by the hand 

Writing text service or is not a handWriting event, a deter 
mination of Whether the event is a speech event is made (step 
64). When the event is a speech event, a text service for 
handling speech input receives the event for handling (step 
66). Again, a determination of Whether the event is com 
pletely handled is done (step 68), and When completely 
handled, the event is removed from the system (step 62). 
When the event is not completely handled by the speech 

text service or is not a speech event, a determination of 
Whether the event is a keyboard event is made (step 70). 
When the event is a keyboard event, the event is received by 
the text service for keyboard events (step 72). A determina 
tion of Whether the event Was completely handled is made 
(step 74), and if so, the event is completed and removed 
from the system (step 62). 
When the event is not a keyboard event or is not com 

pletely handled by the keyboard text service, a determina 
tion of Whether the event is another event for a text service, 
such as interactive events, including a spell check event, is 
made (step 76). When the event is for another text service, 
the event is handled by an appropriate text service, such as 
an interactive text service event handler, (step 78) and 
removed from the system (step 62). When the event is not 
another text service event or not handled by another text 
service, the event is passed back to the application program 
14 (step 54). The process of handling events then continues 
upon receipt of a next event until deactivation occurs, such 
as When a WindoW is closed, and is completely ?nished 
When the application program is terminated/exited. 

It should be appreciated that although the determination 
steps 56 and 64 are described in a particular order, the order 
is arbitrary. Preferably, hoWever, the determination for a 
keyboard event (step 70) occurs after steps 56 and 64, as this 
has been found to Work Well by the inventors. 

Additionally, for purposes of this discussion, an event 
may not be handled by a particular text service even though 
taken by that text service. By Way of example, a user may 
move/drag an open WindoW for a text document With a 
mouse or other pointing device. Accordingly, a WindoW 
event has occurred, Which triggers an attempt by the TSM 20 
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6 
to have a text service handle the event ?rst. Since a text 
service may also have an open WindoW displayed, WindoW 
events could be aimed at the text service WindoW and thus 
are passed for handling to a text service event handler. While 
such an event Would satisfy step 52, the text service handler 
receiving the event may not actually need to handle the 
event, if the text service WindoW is unaffected by the event. 
Since the text service handler receiving the event Would not 
need to handle the event, the result of step 60, 68, 74, or 80 
Would be negative. 

The handling of events as described With reference to 
FIGS. 4a and 4b preferably occurs transparently to the 
application program 14. HoWever, a protocol suitably exists 
to alloW communication betWeen a particular text service 
and the application to facilitate event handling. The protocol 
suitably de?nes a type of behavior and ‘verbs’ that alloW an 
interaction/dialog to occur. For a text service to interact With 
an application program 14, the application program 14 
preferably presents an image of the text that is independent 
of the storage and structure of the application program 14. 
Thus, for example, a text storage model is suitably de?ned 
by the protocol as a ?at stream of contiguous bytes ranging 
from 0 to ‘n’, ‘n’ being the total number of bytes in the text 
content. The application program decides hoW its storage 
structure is suitably mapped to the ?at stream. In this Way, 
text Within footers, headers, etc., are included by the appli 
cation program 14 in the ?at stream of bytes for better 
usability by the text services. 

With a contiguous text stream de?ned, the text service is 
suitably equipped to perform operations on any portion of 
the text. Each portion is preferably reserved before the text 
service can perform any operation on that portion. For each 
reserved portion, there exists an oWner, a unique identi?er, 
and a range. The oWner suitably refers to the TSMContext 
of the text service creating the reserved portion. The unique 
identi?er, as its name implies, is a value, e.g., a 32 bit value, 
supplied by the text service to uniquely identify the reserved 
portion. The range is preferably the set of bytes for the 
portion of the ?at stream being reserved. 

FIG. 5 presents a How diagram of the process of making 
a reservation on a text portion by a text service. The process 
begins With a request for the retrieval of the selected portion 
of text (e.g., a paragraph, Word, highlighted portion, etc.) 
from the application program 14 (step 82). Data for the 
speci?ed portion is then received from the application 
program 14 (step 84). Preferably all text exchange betWeen 
the text service and the application program is done With a 
text object, the text object being an opaque data structure 
storing the text. A text object that could be utiliZed for text 
exchange is described in Us. patent application Ser. No. 
08/435,393, entitled “Method and Apparatus for Managing 
Text Objects”, ?led on May 5, 1995 and assigned to the 
assignee of the present application. The application program 
preferably creates the text object With the text itself, the 
encoding of the text, and the language/region of the text. 

Also received in the data from the application program is 
a reservation identi?er to indicate Whether access is avail 
able to the selected region (step 86), i.e., to ?gure out if there 
is another text service already operating on that portion of 
the text. If so, the access to that portion is denied (step 88) 
to ensure that there are no con?icts. Once the access is 

available, the text service receives the content for the desired 
region of the text (step 90). With the region obtained, the 
range for the region is identi?ed and the reservation on that 
region is secured (step 92). By Way of example, a reservation 
identi?er having a non-Zero value suitably indicates access 
is not available, While a Zero value suitably indicates that 
access is available. 
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Once the text in the range is known, the text service is free 
to perform operations to change the content of the region. By 
Way of example, the protocol supports an update region 
manipulation by the text service, such as performing a spell 
check on a particular region. Thus, for example, in perform 
ing a spell check on the text content, a misspelled Word, e. g., 
‘tetx’, is discovered and initiates an update region event. The 
appropriate text service suitably gets the range for the Word, 
places a reservation on it, and interacts With the user (step 
94) to determine the replacement, e.g., ‘text’. The text 
service then appropriately sends an update event to change 
the content by specifying the range and changing the content 
(step 96) to ‘text’. Once completed, the text service performs 
a ‘?x’ Which suitably acts as a keyWord event for removing 
the reservation of that portion of the text content. The 
process may then return to step 82 and continue With a next 
selected region, as desired. 

In addition to getting a region or performing an update 
event, the protocol suitably also supports position to offset 
and offset to position operations. The position to offset 
operation preferably alloWs a text service to map a device 
dependent global position to an offset Within the text. 
Conversely, the offset to position operation preferably 
alloWs a text service to map an offset Within the text to a 
device dependent global position. These tWo events suitably 
alloW text services to be completely independent from the 
manner in Which the application program lays out the text 
and rather alloWs the mapping of changes to the device 
dependent location of the text. In addition, the protocol also 
suitably supports highlighting a region. By highlighting a 
particular region, a user’s attention Will be draWn to that 
region. 

With the protocol and other aspects of the present 
invention, a system exists that provides transparent func 
tionality for forming and transforming text in a variety of 
applications. The provision of a text services manager Within 
the operating system in accordance With the present inven 
tion ensures that text input event handling is available to 
different application programs capable of taking advantage 
of such functionality. Thus, the processing of inputs from 
both keyboard and non-keyboard based input devices, as 
Well as the supporting of manipulation aids, is ef?ciently 
achieved With improved ?exibility. 

Although the present invention has been described in 
accordance With the embodiments shoWn, one of ordinary 
skill in the art Will recogniZe that there could be variations 
to the embodiment and those variations Would be Within the 
spirit and scope of the present invention. For example, the 
TSM and operating system could be implemented from 
programming instructions stored on a computer readable 
medium, such as a ?oppy disk. Accordingly, many modi? 
cations may be made by one of ordinary skill Without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention, 
the scope of Which is de?ned by the folloWing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A system for supporting a plurality of textual manipu 

lations and inputs to provide appropriate textual outputs, the 
system comprising: 

at least one application program; and 

an operating system supporting operations of the at least 
one application program, the operating system com 
prising a text service manager for receiving data includ 
ing text input events and linguistic aid events from a 
plurality of text input device formats through the at 
least one application program and providing a plurality 
of text service event handlers in response to the 
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received data by directly initialiZing and activating the 
text service event handlers through the use of at least 
one application program interface. 

2. The system of claim 1 Wherein the text input device 
formats further comprise keyboard device formats. 

3. The method of claim 1 Wherein the text input device 
formats further comprise mouse device formats. 

4. The method of claim 1 Wherein the text input device 
formats further comprise stylus device formats. 

5. The method of claim 1 Wherein the text input device 
formats further comprise microphone device formats. 

6. The system of claim 1 Wherein the text service event 
handlers comprise handWriting event handlers. 

7. The system of claim 1 Wherein the text service event 
handlers comprise speech event handlers. 

8. The system of claim 1 Wherein the text service event 
handlers comprise keyboard event handlers. 

9. The system of claim 1 Wherein the text service event 
handlers comprise interactive event handlers. 

10. Amethod for supporting a plurality of textual manipu 
lations and inputs in a computer system transparently to 
application programs running on the computer system, the 
computer system including a text services manager, the 
method comprising: 

receiving inputs to the computer system; 
providing at least text service event handler through the 

text services manager in response to the received inputs 
by directly initialiZing and directly activating the at 
least one text service event handler through the use of 
at least one application program interface; and 

processing the received inputs With the at least one text 
service event handler to provide appropriate textual 
outputs from the at least one application program. 

11. The method of claim 10 Wherein the step of receiving 
inputs further comprises: 

requesting a ?rst data structure from the text services 
manager; 

creating the ?rst data structure; and 
performing activation and deactivation on the ?rst data 

structure for assisting in input handling until inputs are 
no longer capable of receipt. 

12. The method of claim 10 Wherein the step of processing 
received inputs further comprises determining if the 
received inputs are suitable for handling by the at least one 
text service event handler, Wherein When the received inputs 
are not suitable for handling, the inputs are passed to the at 
least one application program. 

13. The method of claim 12 Wherein When the received 
inputs are suitable for handling by the at least one text 
service event handler, the method further comprises deter 
mining Whether the received inputs are handWriting events. 

14. The method of claim 13 Wherein When the received 
inputs are handWriting events, the method further comprises 
providing the received inputs to a handWriting event handler, 
determining if the handWriting events are handled, and 
removing the handWriting events When the handWriting 
events are handled. 

15. The method of claim 14 Wherein When the received 
inputs are not handWriting events or When the handWriting 
events are not handled, the method further comprises deter 
mining if the received inputs are speech events. 

16. The method of claim 15 Wherein When the received 
inputs are speech events, the method further comprises 
providing the received inputs to a speech event handler, 
determining if the speech events are handled, and removing 
the speech events When the speech events are handled. 
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17. The method of claim 16 wherein When the received 
inputs are not speech events or When the speech events are 
not handled, the method further comprises determining if the 
received inputs are keyboard events. 

18. The method of claim 17 Wherein When the received 
inputs are keyboard events, the method further comprises 
providing the received inputs to a keyboard event handler, 
determining if the keyboard events are handled, and remov 
ing the keyboard events When the keyboard events are 
handled. 

19. The method of claim 18 Wherein When the received 
inputs are not keyboard events or When the keyboard events 
are not handled, the method further comprises determining 
if the received inputs are interactive events. 

20. The method of claim 19 Wherein When the received 
inputs are interactive events, the method further comprises 
providing the received inputs to an interactive event handler, 
determining if the interactive events are handled, and remov 
ing the interactive events When the interactive events are 
handled. 

21. The method of claim 20 Wherein When the received 
inputs are not interactive events or When the interactive 
events are not handled, the method further comprises pass 
ing the received inputs to the at least one application 
program. 

22. Asystem for supporting a plurality of teXtual manipu 
lations and inputs in a computer system transparently to 
application programs running on the computer system, the 
system comprising: 

at least one input device for sending inputs to the com 
puter system; 

a teXt service manager for providing at least one teXt 
service event handler in response to the inputs by 
directly initialiZing and activating the at least one teXt 
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service event handler through the use of at least one 
application program interface; and 

an output device for providing appropriate textual outputs 
from the at least one teXt service event hander. 

23. The system of claim 22 further comprising at least one 
application program running on the computer system for 
requesting creation of a ?rst data structure from the teXt 
services manager in response to the inputs, and for perform 
ing activation and deactivation on the ?rst data structure to 
assist in input handling until inputs are no longer capable of 
receipt. 

24. The system of claim 22 Wherein the at least one input 
device inputs key events, mouse events, and WindoW events 
for handling by the at least one teXt event handler. 

25. The system of claim 24 Wherein the at least one teXt 
event handler handles at least one of the group of input 
events consisting of speech events, handWriting events, 
keyboard events, and interactive events. 

26. The system of claim 25 Wherein the application 
program handles events not handled by the at least one teXt 
event handler. 

27. A computer readable medium containing program 
instructions for: 

receiving inputs to a computer system; 
providing at least one teXt service event handler through 

a teXt services manager in response to the received 
inputs by directly initialiZing and activating the at least 
one teXt service event hander through the use of at least 
one application program interface; and 

processing the received inputs With the at least one teXt 
service event handler to provide appropriate textual 
outputs from at least one application program. 


