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BUILDING CONSTRUCTION WITH 
TENSIONED SUPPORT SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Having appropriate shelter is an essential requirement for 
all the peoples of the World, regardless of environmental, 
climatic or economic conditions. HoWever, the problems 
involved in the provision of appropriate shelter are particu 
larly acute in remote areas Wherein access is limited, Where 
there is little building material available and Where it Would 
be prohibitively expensive to import conventional construc 
tion materials. Similar problems arise in areas Wherein the 
economic resources of the inhabitants do not alloW for the 
construction of buildings Which might be considered a 
permanent home With the attributes preferably associated 
thereWith, including structural stability, an acceptable 
appearance, a secure interior and other such universal 
requirements. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is a principal object of the present invention to provide 
an inexpensive structural system Which alloWs for the con 
struction of conventionally appearing buildings both rapidly 
and Without the necessity for skilled labor. The basic struc 
tural system uses lightWeight and readily transportable 
material, and in fact may use any naturally occurring mate 
rials at the site of construction. This alloWs for use of the 
basic system of the invention in even the most remote and/or 
economically disadvantaged areas. 

While the structural system of the invention is intended 
principally to provide buildings Which in both appearance 
and function approximate conventional constructed 
buildings, the building structures of the invention can in fact 
be used as temporary shelters. This is quite feasible in vieW 
of the lightWeight and highly portable nature of the basic 
structural materials, the ease of assembly and disassembly, 
the convenience of storage of the structural components, and 
the like. 

Basically, the construction system utiliZes a plurality of 
rigid, compression-accommodating structural members, 
preferably tubular, de?ning upright support posts, roof 
beams, cross beams, and the like. The rigid structural 
members are stabiliZed by elongate tension members, 
generically herein referred to as cables, received through 
each of the structural members and end joined, upon a 
proper tensioning thereof, at or immediately adjacent the 
adjoining ends of the structural members. The joined cables 
ultimately extend through uprights and are in turn anchored 
to an underlying foundation either in the nature of a solid 
cast concrete slab With anchoring loops extending 
therefrom, or individually cast footings associated With each 
upright. 

In an assembly of the basic structural components of the 
building, the footings or foundation slab, either poured in 
situ or preformed, are positioned to de?ne the parameters of 
the building. Next, the upright, rigid structural members or 
posts, With tension cables running therethrough and 
anchored to the foundation, are positioned and, utiliZing 
appropriate couplers or brackets, joined to roof beams, 
ceiling beams, ?oor beams and such other supports or cross 
braces as desired. Each of the structural members has a 
tension cable positioned therein With the brackets and/or the 
adjacent end portions of the various members having open 
ings alloWing for ready access to the ends of the tension 
cables in ends of the members. Appropriate tensioning 
means such as turnbuckles, cable Winch pullers and like 
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2 
implements, at the juncture of the structural members, Will 
be used betWeen the cable ends to provide the desired cable 
tension. The tensioned cables in turn lock, through the 
resultant compression, the various structural members 
together into a stable structure Which, depending upon 
environmental conditions, can be completely rigid or 
capable of a degree of ?exible movement as When subjected 
to high Winds. 
The completion of the building can, in its simplest form, 

involve the mounting of ?exible nylon sheets With appro 
priate WindoW and door openings de?ned therein, and, in the 
other extreme, include the provision of rigid insulated panels 
With coatings of stucco or the like to provide substantial 
additional strength and the appearance of a conventionally 
constructed building. 

Other features and advantages of the invention Will 
become apparent from the folloWing more detailed descrip 
tion of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective and generally schematic vieW of 
the structural components assembled to de?ne a basic build 
ing in accord With the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged perspective detail illustrating a 
typical relationship betWeen various components at an upper 
building corner; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged perspective detail illustrating a 
typical relationship betWeen various components at an upper 
roof peak; 

FIG. 4 is a detailed illustration of an anchoring footing 
With a post mounted thereto; 

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of the utilization of the 
components in forming a braced and/or holloW Wall con 
struction; 

FIG. 6 is a schematic illustration of a side Wall With Wall 

braces; 
FIG. 7 is a schematic roof plan illustrating an expanded 

building With a ridge beam; 
FIG. 8 is a schematic illustration of a building With a 

cover or enclosing Walls and a roof; and 

FIGS. 9 and 10 schematically illustrate variations in the 
foundation layouts 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring noW more speci?cally to the draWings, FIG. 1 
illustrates a structural system in accord With the present 
invention utiliZed to de?ne a basic building 10. The struc 
tural system essentially comprises elongate rigid, 
compression-accommodating structural members 12 and 
elongate ?exible tension members, generically referred to as 
cables 14. 
The members 12 de?ne full length channels along Which 

the cables 14 extend, and are preferably in the form of 
holloW cylindrical or rectangular pipes of any appropriate 
material including aluminum, steel, synthetic resinous mate 
rials and the like, as best seen in FIGS. 2 and 3. As desired, 
the synthetic resinous members, for example of ?berglass or 
PVC, can be appropriately reinforced to achieve the desired 
strength. 
The tension members or cables 14 can similarly be of a 

variety of materials, including link chains, Wire rope, Woven 
grass rope (assuming remote tropical or semi-tropical 
locations) and such other materials as Will provide the 
desired ?exibility and tensile strength. 
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In erecting or assembling a building 10 in accord With the 
invention, an appropriate foundation is provided. This foun 
dation can be in the nature of a single slab formed in situ or, 
preferably, can comprise a series of foundation or anchor 
blocks 16. Each foundation block 16 can be of a rectilinear 
or cylindrical con?guration internally reinforced and having 
an anchor 18 imbedded therein and exposed centrally 
upWard therefrom, terminating in an appropriate cable 
engaging end, preferably a loop or hook 20 (FIG. 4). As one 
manner of securing the anchor Within the block 16, the loWer 
end of the anchor can be reversely turned into a hook 
con?guration and engaged With and beneath crossing rein 
forcing bars 22. 

The elongate rigid structural members 12 are the support 
elements of the building and include upright or post mem 
bers 24 positioned at the corners of the building 10 and at 
such intermediate points Whereat additional support is 
deemed desirable, as in a building of substantial length. A 
foundation block 16 underlies each of the support posts 24 
With the projecting anchor 18 aligned With the cable 
receiving channel Within the post. 

The members 12 also form both ceiling beams 26 extend 
ing generally horiZontally betWeen the upper ends of the 
posts 24, and roof beams or rafters 28 Which, as illustrated, 
may extend upWardly from the upper ends of the support 
posts 24 to a central peak. 

An appropriate tension cable 14 Will be provided Within 
each of the structural members 12 With the opposed ends of 
each cable exposed for joinder to the adjacent end or ends of 
cables 14 associated With adjoining members 12. In order to 
provide for this accessibility to the cable ends, the opposed 
ends of the structural members can have longitudinally 
extending openings 32 Wherein the cable end portions are 
exposed. Such openings are to be of a siZe as to receive an 
appropriate cable tensioning mechanism Which may be as 
elaborate as a removable cable Winch puller (not illustrated), 
or as simple as a turnbuckle 34. As the cables are tensioned, 
the corresponding structural members, including the posts 
and beams, are in effect compressed end-to-end into a rigid 
structural system With, as desired for high Wind accommo 
dation and the like, a degree of ?exibility determined by the 
tension Within the cables. Depending upon the nature of the 
cables, and the tensioning mechanism, the adjoining ends of 
the cables, upon a tensioning thereof, are interlocked by 
appropriate connectors 36 in the manner of links, double “s” 
hooks, locking rings and the like, the strength of Which is at 
least equal to the tensile strength of the cables. In the 
situation Wherein turnbuckles are used, the turnbuckles 
themselves Will act as the connectors. 

As schematically illustrated in FIG. 5, and on the left side 
of the structures of FIGS. 6 and 7, the ends of the structural 
members 12, including the posts 24 and beams 26 and 28, 
are preferably so formed as to provide contact or seating 
ends Which engage and stabiliZe each other, With the access 
openings 32 alloWing for the necessary communication 
betWeen and access to the cables ends. As desired, and 
depending upon the material of the structural members, the 
abutting ends thereof, if necessary, can be shaped at the 
construction site. As another possibility, speci?cally shaped 
holloW abutment blocks can be provided at various member 
junctions. 
As Will be appreciated, the particular nature of the cables 

Will determine the actual manner in Which the joining and 
tensioning thereof is achieved. For example, With chain 
cables the tightening mechanism can engage selected ones 
of the chain links for a draWing together of the cables With 
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4 
the excess links either stored Within the holloW structural 
members or removed. If the cables are in the nature of Wire 
rope or the like, the ends of the cables, at the job site, can 
be formed into loops and appropriately provided With 
crimped collars to de?ne engaging eyes for accommodation 
by the tensioning mechanism. 
As Will be best appreciated from FIGS. 1 and 4, the cable 

system itself is ultimately linked to the foundation or foun 
dation blocks 16 by engagement of the cables associated 
With the support posts 24 With the loops or hooks 20 of the 
anchors 18 aligned With the posts. As desired, and With an 
appropriate access opening 32 provided at the base of each 
post 24, the cable system can be tensioned at these points 
after an appropriate joinder of the upper ends of the post 
cables to the various beam cables. Also, the post cables can 
?rst be joined to the anchors 18 With the upper ends of these 
post cables selectively engaged and tensioned With the 
cables of the various ceiling and roof beams positioned 
thereabove. 

Referring noW to the enlarged detail illustration of FIGS. 
2 and 3, in order to further assist in properly relating, 
stabiliZing and positioning the adjoining ends of the various 
rigid members 24, 26 and 28, relative to each other, couplers 
or coupling brackets are provided. The brackets can take 
several forms. For example, the bracket 40 illustrated in 
FIG. 3 at the roof peak is a preformed member With multiple 
arms each of a siZe so as to receive and support an end 
portion of one of the roof beams 28 thereon. 

Several forms of rigid brackets 42 are illustrated in FIG. 
2 betWeen the adjoining end portions of the beams. These 
brackets 42 Will usually include a pair of rigid angularly 
related arms Which engage betWeen the adjoining beams, or 
the beams and a post. 

A third form of bracket 44 is illustrated betWeen the upper 
end portion of one of the support posts 24 and the adjacent 
end portion of a ceiling beam 26. This bracket 44 is intended 
to alloW for a degree of preassembly Wherein adjoining end 
portions of the structural members are joined for a selective 
collapsing of the structural members relative to and in 
conjunction With each other. As such, the bracket 44 has the 
tWo arms thereof pivotally joined at their inner ends With 
each arm affixed to a corresponding structural member end 
portion and With a collapsible hinged brace 45 betWeen the 
bracket arms. The brace 45 is of a standard construction, for 
example as used in bridge table legs, and alloWs for a 
collapsing of the bracket arms, and hence the structural 
members secured thereto and to a generally parallel folded 
relationship With each other. Similarly, the brace alloWs for 
an extension of the bracket arms to the desired full extent 
thereof, for example to a right angle relationship as 
illustrated, at Which point the brace locks the bracket arms, 
and hence the structural members, in position until physi 
cally released. 

In those instances Wherein additional stability is required 
in the foundation of the structure beyond that provided by 
the post-aligned earth embedded foundation blocks 16, a 
stabiliZing block or blocks 46 can be provided centrally 
located betWeen the foundation blocks 16 or a selected 
number of these blocks 16 and more deeply embedded 
Within the ground as suggested in FIG. 1. Additional ten 
sioned cables 48 Will extend betWeen the stabiliZing block or 
blocks 46 and the associated foundation blocks 16 and Will 
be either directly or indirectly end joined to the post cables 
at the anchors 18 Whereby tension developed in the post and 
beam cables can be distributed beyond the basic foundation 
blocks 16 for an enhanced stabiliZation of the structure. The 
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cables 48 Will preferably be protected against ambient 
conditions by an appropriate coating or in fact enclosure 
Within tubular members similar to the post and beams. 
As Will be appreciated, the foundation system, including 

foundation blocks and stabilizing blocks as referred to 
above, can be varied and adapted to particular site and 
building conditions. Examples of different foundation sys 
tems Will be noted in FIGS. 9 and 10. 

With speci?c reference to FIG. 9, the perimeter founda 
tion blocks 16 are stabiliZed by the provision of more deeply 
embedded stabiliZing blocks 46 betWeen each pair of foun 
dation blocks about the periphery of the structure. A central 
stabiliZing blocks can also of course be provided With such 
an arrangement, as can additional foundation blocks beneath 
any intermediate vertical support posts. 

FIG. 10 is an example of a further arrangement Wherein 
stabiliZing blocks 46 are located in spaced relation beloW the 
foundation blocks With tension cables therebetWeen as 
desired. Acentral stabiliZing block, as illustrated, can also be 
provided at equal depth With the foundation blocks With 
tension cables running from the central stabiliZing block to 
the perimeter stabiliZing blocks. The central stabiliZing 
block, as desired, can also be used as a direct foundation 
block for a central roof support post. As a variation of the 
arrangement in FIG. 10, if the primary support of the 
building is to arise from the block supported central post, it 
may not be necessary to provide the illustrated tension 
cables betWeen the perimeter foundation blocks and the 
stabiliZing blocks vertically therebeloW. As Will be 
recogniZed, the invention contemplates all such arrange 
ments of foundation and stabiliZing blocks as may be 
considered by those skilled in the art. 

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 3, the structural system has 
been illustrated as including an upstanding central roof 
support post 50 depending from the peak of the roof de?ned 
by the roof beams 28 and the central support bracket 40. A 
cable extending through this roof post 50 Will, in the manner 
previously described With regard to the cable associated With 
the support posts 24 and beams 26 and 28, have the ends 
thereof tensioned in the same manner to the roof beam 
cables joined at the bracket 40 and to the ceiling beams 
joined to an appropriate ceiling beam bracket at the meeting 
inner ends of the ceiling beams 26. Thus, the inherent 
strength of the peak-joined roof beams is utiliZed to support 
the underlying ceiling beams. Such an interrelated ceiling 
and roof support system is an example of the versatility of 
the structural system of the invention. 

It is also to be appreciated that the basic structural system 
described above is expandable to produce structures of 
substantially any siZe and rigidity to best accommodate a 
variety of uses, environmental conditions, and the like. 

More particularly, and noting FIG. 5, additional footing 
supported posts 60 can be provided in inWardly spaced 
relation to the previously described corner support posts 24 
With one or more diagonally bracing support posts 62 
therebetWeen. In each instance, the upper and loWer ends of 
the posts 60 and 62 Will engage against the overlying beams 
and underlying footings With the tension cables therein 
appropriately engaged and tensioned With the footing 
anchors and the cables Within the overlying beams in the 
manner previously described. Such inner support posts 60 
can also be used to provide thicker or holloW core Walls With 
internal spaces for utility lines, insulation, and the like. 

FIG. 6 schematically illustrates a further manner of rein 
forcing the basic building structure by both providing diago 
nal bracing 64 betWeen the corner support posts 24 and 
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6 
providing ?oor beams 66. Depending upon the length and 
positioning of the Wall bracing 64, appropriate intermediate 
brackets Will be provided. In each instance, the braces 64 
and ?oor beams 66 Will include coaxial tension cables and 
Will mount to the adjacent ends of associated posts and 
beams in the manner described. 

FIG. 7 schematically illustrates a roof vieW of an 
expanded building utiliZing the system of the invention. In 
such a building, an elongate ridge beam 70 can be provided, 
either as a single member or as multiple end joined lengths 
With the internal tension cables appropriately tensioned and 
With appropriate end and intermediate roof beams 72 sup 
porting the ridge beam 70. The system of tensioned cables 
interlocking the ridge beam 70 and roof beams 72 Will 
provide a stable construction. As may be necessitated by the 
extended length of the building of FIG. 7, center support 
poles can also be provided, such poles extending vertically 
betWeen underlying foundation blocks and the central ridge 
beam 70 to Which they are joined by appropriate tensioned 
and interlocked cables extending from the foundation blocks 
to the tension cables Within the ridge beam 70. 
As Will be appreciated from the above, the basic structural 

unit of FIG. 1 can be expanded both transversely and 
lengthWise, utiliZing the basic structural compression 
accommodating members, and tension members, to any 
practical siZe utiliZing simple assembly methods Which 
enable construction under substantially any environmental 
conditions. 
As suggested in the schematic illustration of FIG. 8, it is 

contemplated that various means 76 be provided to enclose 
the support systems described above. In a basic form, 
appropriate sheets of ?exible material, for example nylon, 
can be secured in any appropriate manner to the tension 
locked structural members to de?ne Walls and roofs With 
appropriate access openings formed therein. 
Depending upon environmental conditions, insulating 

material can be sprayed or otherWise applied to the sheets. 
Similarly, if available, preformed insulating sheets can be 
used. In each instance, the addition of such materials Will 
tend to further rigidify the construction. In those instances 
Wherein a double Wall construction is used, as in FIG. 5, both 
the inner and outer Walls can be provided With retaining 
sheets and the space therebetWeen insulated by any appro 
priate means from sophisticated bloWn pellet insulation to 
straW or natural ?brous materials native to the area in Which 
the structure or structures are formed. 

It is also to be appreciated that the interior of the structure 
can be partitioned into individual rooms by sheets or panels 
of nylon or the like suspended from overlying ceiling or roof 
beams and, as desired, anchored in any appropriate means to 
underlying ?oor beams. Such internal partitions can also be 
formed With or subsequently provided With access doors, 
passages and the like. 

It is to be recogniZed that the versatility of the structural 
system of the invention lends itself to additional uses 
including the construction of multiple ?oor buildings, the 
expansion of existing conventionally constructed buildings, 
the provision of temporary enclosures, as for example for 
trailers When anticipating severe Weather conditions, the 
permanent enclosure of existing buildings, trailers and/or 
manufactured homes for the preservation thereof, and like 
uses Which Will be recogniZed by those skilled in the art. 

The nature of the components of the structural system and 
the manner of erecting the structural system alloWs for a 
ready dismantling of the construction for storage purposes 
and to alloW for its use as a temporary shelter. Similarly, the 
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compact nature of the disassembled components, consisting 
basically of support poles and beams, tension cables and 
connectors or brackets, alloWs for a compact storage of the 
components. 

The foregoing is illustrative of the features of the inven 
tion and the advantages derived therefrom. As variations, 
different embodiments and other practical uses may occur to 
those skilled in the art, it is to be appreciated that the 
invention is only to be limited by the scope of the claims 
folloWing hereinafter. 

I claim: 
1. A structural system for buildings comprising multiple 

rigid elongate structural members having opposed ends, and 
elongate ?exible tension cables, one cable extending along 
and retained by each of said members, each of said tension 
cables being accessible at each end of the associated struc 
tural members, selected ones of said members de?ning 
upright support posts, selected others of said members 
de?ning support beams transversely of and betWeen said 
posts, the opposed ends of each said support post comprising 
an upper end and a loWer end, said support posts and support 
beams being selectively positionable in an adjoining end 
to-end relationship in a building-de?ning orientation, the 
cables along each of said posts and beams having opposed 
cable end portions at the opposed ends of the posts and 
beams, means for obtaining access to adjoining cable end 
portions at adjoining post and beam ends, means for engag 
ing said adjoining cable end portions and tensioning the 
cables in the posts and beams, means for interlocking the 
adjoining cable end portions of the tensioned cables, and 
foundation means for receiving said loWer ends of said posts 
and for de?ning a base for seating the loWer ends of said 
posts, said foundation means including an anchor aligned 
With each post loWer end and the cable end portion thereat, 
and means for ?xing the cable end portion at each post loWer 
end to one of said anchors Wherein said foundation means 
forms a force resistant base for the tensioning of cables 
relative thereto. 

2. The structural system of claim 1 including bracket 
means for ?xing and supporting adjoining end portions of 
end-to-end positioned posts and beams. 

3. The structural system of claim 2 Wherein said founda 
tion means includes individual post support blocks, one 
alignable under each post and mounting one of said anchors, 
at least one stabiliZing block positionable centrally relative 
to selected ones of said post support blocks, and tensionable 
cable means for tensioned engagement With and betWeen 
said selected ones of said post support blocks and said at 
least one stabiliZing block. 

4. The structural system of claim 2 Wherein said structural 
members are subjected to and resist compressive loading 
upon tensioning of said cables. 

5. The system of claim 2 Wherein said bracket means 
includes multiple arm brackets, With the arms of each of said 
multiple arm brackets being pivotally joined for a selective 
folding of the arms and the structural members engaged 
thereWith, and collapsible brace means for selective ?xing 
the position of the pivotally joined arms. 

6. The structural system of claim 1 Wherein said means for 
obtaining access to adjoining cable end portions comprises 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

8 
access openings de?ned in each post and beam immediately 
adjacent each of the opposed ends thereof. 

7. The structural system of claim 6 Wherein said structural 
members are subjected to and resist compressive loading 
upon tensioning of said cables. 

8. The structural system of claim 1 Wherein said structural 
members include inclined brace members extending 
betWeen opposed others of said structural members With the 
opposed ends of said brace members engaged With said 
opposed others of said structural members. 

9. The structural system of claim 1 Wherein selected ones 
of said support beams extend from the upper ends of said 
support posts to a common peak betWeen and above said 
upper ends and laterally brace said support posts relative to 
each other. 

10. A structural system for buildings comprising multiple 
rigid elongate structural members having opposed ends, and 
elongate ?exible tension cables, one cable extending along 
and retained by each of said members, each of said tension 
cables being accessible at each end of the associated struc 
tural member, selected ones of said members de?ning 
upright support posts, selected others of said members 
de?ning support beams transversely of and betWeen said 
posts, the opposed ends of each said support post comprising 
an upper end and a loWer end, said support posts and support 
beams being selectively positionable in an adjoining end 
to-end relationship in a building-de?ning orientation, the 
cables along each of said posts and beams having opposed 
cable end portions at the opposed ends of the posts and 
beams, means for obtaining access to adjoining cable end 
portions at adjoining post and beam ends, means for engag 
ing said adjoining cable end portions and tensioning the 
cables in the posts and beams, and means for interlocking 
the adjoining cable end portions of the tensioned cables, and 
foundation means for receiving said loWer ends of said posts 
and de?ning a base for seating the loWer ends of said posts, 
said foundation means including individual post support 
blocks alignable under at least selected ones of said posts 
and including anchor means for engagement of the selected 
ones of said posts With the corresponding support blocks, 
said foundation means further including at least one stabi 
liZing block positioned centrally betWeen at least tWo of said 
selected ones of said support blocks With tensionable cable 
means extending therebetWeen for tensioned engagement 
therebetWeen, and Wherein said at least one stabiliZing block 
includes a central block and multiple peripheral blocks, said 
cable means being engagable under tension betWeen said 
central block and each of said peripheral blocks. 

11. The structural systems of claim 10 Wherein said 
central block is at approximately a depth equal to the depth 
of the support blocks and said peripheral stabiliZing blocks 
are of a greater depth than said support blocks. 

12. The structural system of claim 11 Wherein each of said 
peripheral blocks is vertically aligned beloW a separate one 
of said support blocks. 

13. The structural system of claim 12 including tension 
able cable means extending betWeen each of said peripheral 
blocks and the corresponding support block vertically there 
above. 


