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[57] ABSTRACT 

The de?brillation electrode is intended for a temporary and 
epicardial use after heart operations. For the purpose of local 
stimulation of the surface of the heart the electrode com 
prises at its distal end a Wire having a distal end Which can 
be draWn out of an anchoring position. The stimulation Wire 
or a plurality of stimulation Wires is or are preformed in such 
a manner that it or they fractally covers or cover a global 

surface of in?uence largely uniformly and With relatively 
large radii of curvature. The surface of in?uence has a 
largely iso-diametral form. 

13 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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DEFIBRILLATION ELECTRODE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The invention relates to a de?brillation electrode for use 
after heart operations for stimulation to the surface of the 
heart. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Asystem for the de?brillation of the heart is knoWn from 

EP-A0 636 385. This system is intended for a temporary use 
after heart operations. TWo electrodes are implanted for a 
stimulation of the heart activity in the event that this is 
necessary due to a possible occurrence of auricular ?utter 
ing. Stimulation Wires Which are located at the distal ends of 
the electrodes are epicardially arranged over the auricles of 
the heart and anchored at the pericardium. In this 
arrangement, the Wires each have distal ends Which can be 
draWn out of anchoring positions. The temporary use of the 
de?brillation electrode is restricted to a feW days after the 
operation; then a de?brillation is generally no longer 
necessary, so that the electrodes can be removed from the 
patient’s body. 

In the knoWn system, the stimulation Wire is a straight or 
gently curved piece of Wire by means of Which a strip of the 
surface of the auricle can be stimulated. A relatively large 
output of energy is necessary for the de?brillation. In order 
to avoid a damaging of the tissue Which is in contact With the 
stimulation Wire, the density of the output energy must not 
be too high. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The object of the invention is to provide measures With 
respect to the knoWn de?brillation electrode as a result of 
Which the density of the stimulation energy can be reduced. 
This object is satis?ed by the electrode Wherein the surface 
of in?uence is noW no longer in the shape of a strip, but has 
a novel largely iso-diametral shape. The surface of in?uence 
is a unitary piece of surface Which has approximately the 
same diameter D in all directions. It is fractally covered over 
by the preformed stimulation Wire or by a plurality of 
preformed stimulation Wires. The term “fractally covered” is 
understood to mean that only a part of the surface of 
in?uence is in direct contact With the Wire and that the Wire 
is spread out over the entire surface of in?uence. 

The de?brillation electrode in accordance With the inven 
tion is intended for a temporary and epicardial use after heart 
operations. The electrode comprises at its distal end a Wire 
Which has a distal end Which can be draWn out of an 
anchoring position for the purpose of local stimulation of the 
surface of the heart. The stimulation Wire or Wires is or are 
preformed in such a manner that it or they fractally covers 
or cover a global surface of in?uence largely uniformly and 
With relatively large radii of curvature. The surface of 
in?uence has a largely isodiametral form. 

The local stimulation of the heart takes place at the 
contact surface of the Wire. In contrast to this local 
stimulation, a global in?uence on the electrophysiological 
behavior of the auricle takes place at the surface of in?u 
ence. This global surface of in?uence should be largely 
uniformly fractally covered; at the same time the Wire or 
Wires should have relatively large radii of curvature in order 
that the electrodes are easily removable from the patient’s 
body. 

The fractal covering by the stimulation Wire or the stimu 
lation Wires means, in particular, the folloWing: If only one 
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2 
stimulation Wire is provided, then this should be formed in 
a meander shape, With the minimum radii of curvature of the 
Wire advantageously not being substantially less than one 
tenth of D. If a plurality of stimulation Wires is provided, 
these can be arranged in a bundle-like or fan-like manner. In 
this arrangement, at least individual ones of the stimulation 
Wires can be not curved or only slightly curved; and/or at 
least individual Wires can be corrugated. 

In order that the auricle of the heart can be ideally 
stimulated, the surface of in?uence must be at least about 
1000 mm2 or—after conversion—have a diameter With a 
value D greater than 35 mm. In this arrangement, the Wire 
surface for the local stimulation should be at least about 50 
mm2 in siZe. The output energy should—in relation to the 
surface of stimulation—have a density of at least about 0.1 
J/mm2 in order that a threshold is exceeded Which triggers 
the de?brillation. The total length of the stimulation Wire or 
of the stimulation Wires is advantageously about 3 to 10 
times greater than D. The diameter of the Wire advanta 
geously has a value in the range from 0.1 to 0.3 mm. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of a patient Who is 
connected to an external de?brillator, 

FIG. 2 is a heart With stimulation Wires arranged over the 
auricles, 

FIG. 3 is an auxiliary ?gure for the estimation of the 
geometrical relationships of a stimulation Wire preformed in 
a meander shape, 

FIGS. 4—6 shoW examples for the execution of the stimu 
lation Wires, and 

FIG. 7 is a combination of a heart Wire With a de?bril 
lation electrode. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 shoWs a patient 100 Who is connected via tWo lines 
22 and 22‘ and an intermediate device 20 to an external 
de?brillator 30. The de?brillator 30 is a conventional device 
by means of Which a de?brillation can be performed by 
laying the surface electrodes 31 and 31‘ on the chest of the 
patient. The lines 22 and 22‘ produce the connection to tWo 
de?brillation electrodes 1 and 1‘ Which are temporarily 
implanted in the heart 101 of the patient 100 (see FIG. 2) via 
the auricles 111 and 121. The intermediate device 20, 
namely a “limiter box”, is constructed in such a manner that 
the stimulation energy can be limited to a maximum value 
of about 5 Joules. This maximum value is an amount of 
energy Which is substantially smaller than the maximum 
amount of energy Which could be produced by the de?bril 
lator 30. The limiter box 20 has metallic contact surfaces 23 
and 23‘ by means of Which the surface electrodes 31 and 31‘ 
of the external de?brillator 30 can be brought into contact by 
laying them in place. 

Instead of the named de?brillator 30, of course, a device 
constructed especially for implanted electrodes can also be 
provided in Which no additional poWer limitation is 
required, so that the de?brillation electrodes can be con 
nected directly to this device. 

In the heart illustrated in FIG. 2, one recogniZes the 
position of the heart chambers 110 and 120 in addition to 
those of the auricles 111 and 121. Various blood vessels are 
illustrated, With only the aorta 130 being provided With a 
reference numeral. In the de?brillation electrodes, the distal 
ends of the catheters 21, 21‘ can be seen in addition to the 
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stimulation Wires 1, 1‘. These catheters 21, 21‘ connect the 
Wires 1, 1‘ to the external, non-illustrated connection points 
at the proximal ends of the de?brillation electrodes; the lines 
22, 22‘ can be connected to these connection points. 

The Wire 1 acts locally on the stimulation surface 10, 
Which is given by the direct contact betWeen the Wire surface 
and the heart surface. In order to be able to secure the 
position of the Wire, anchorings are to be provided. For this 
purpose the Wire tip 11 can, for example, be pulled over a 
short length through the surface tissue of the epicardium. 
The Wire 1 can, hoWever, also be sutured in place. (cf. for 
this the named EP-A 0 636 385). 

FIG. 3 shoWs a closed, symmetrical curve 9, Which 
fractally covers over a circular area 5 (diameter D, periphery 
6). The relationship Which exists betWeen the circumference 
U of the curve 9 and D can be simply determined for this 
curve 9: The curve 9 Winds around tWelve small circles 8 
(radius r1) arranged at the periphery 6 and six equally large 
circles 8‘ Which are located in the middle region of the area 
5. The partial segment 91 of the curve 9 betWeen the points 
A and B is repeated 6 times. Each segment 91 is approxi 
mately 5A1 of the periphery of the small circle 8 in length. The 
diameter D has approximately 10 times the length of the 
radius r1. Thus the result is: U=1.5J'IZD. The circumference of 
the curve 9 is thus about 5 times greater than the diameter 
D. 

The same relationships as for the curve 9 in FIG. 3 hold, 
With respect to the order of magnitude, for a stimulation Wire 
1 shaped in a meander-like manner. For electrodes With a 
plurality of stimulation Wires the same relationship betWeen 
the total Wire length and the diameter of the surface of 
in?uence can also be provided. This relationship lies Within 
the range betWeen about 3 and 10. The minimum radius of 
curvature is governed by the condition that it should not be 
substantially less than the radius r1 of the circles 8 (z0.1 D). 

FIG. 4 shoWs an exemplary embodiment With a stimula 
tion Wire pre-shaped in a meander-like manner Whose fractal 
covering of the surface of in?uence 5 is someWhat less 
uniform than in the curve 9 of FIG. 3. FIGS. 5 and 6 shoW 
electrodes With stimulation Wires arranged in a brush-like or 
a fan-like manner, in one embodiment With Wires Which are 
not curved or are only slightly curved and in the other 
embodiment With corrugated Wires. 

The electrode 4 illustrated in FIG. 7 represents a heart 
Wire Which is combined With a de?brillation electrode 
(stimulation Wire 1, catheter 21). The heart Wire serves for 
the temporary monitoring and stimulation of the heart activ 
ity (“pacing”) after a heart operation. It can be connected to 
an external heart pacemaker and/or to an ECG monitor). 

The combination of a de?brillation electrode and a heart 
Wire has, in addition to the stimulation Wire or stimulation 
Wires, electrode components for ECG measurements and for 
pacing. The heart Wire comprises the folloWing parts: a 
catheter 41 With electrical connections; tWo non-insulated 
Wire lengths 42a and 42b Which are provided as external 
connection points of the electrical connection; an electrode 
40 in the form of a sleeve of platinum, by means of Which 
an electrical contact to the heart muscle can be established; 
and a Zig-Zag-shaped plastic thread 45 by means of Which 
the heart Wire 4 can be anchored in the muscle. At the tWo 
ends of the heart Wire 4 there are a chest needle 43 and a 
heart needle 44 respectively, Which are surgical aids and 
Which can each be clipped off after being put to use for its 
respective purpose. An external connection Wire 12 of the 
stimulation Wire 1 is connected to the HV-safe plug. 

Corresponding means for anchoring can be provided at 
the de?brillation electrode, at the distal end or individual 
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4 
distal ends of the stimulation Wire or Wires, in a manner 
similar to the hear tWire of the Zig-Zag-shaped plastic thread 
45. 
The line Which connects the proximal end of the de?bril 

lation electrode to the stimulation Wire or the stimulation 
Wires respectively must be a good electrical conductor. It 
advantageously has a core of silver and a jacket of stainless 
steel. 
The combination of the de?brillation electrode and the 

heart Wire is an advantageous embodiment of the invention. 
The subject of the invention is, hoWever, also a de?brillation 
electrode Without the additional components of a heart Wire. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Ade?brillation electrode for a temporary and epicardial 

use after heart operations comprising at its distal end, for the 
purpose of local stimulation of the surface of the heart: 

at least one stimulation Wire having a distal end that can 
be draWn out of an anchoring position; 

Wherein the at least one stimulation Wire is preformed in 
such a manner that it fractally covers a global surface 
of in?uence largely uniformly and With relatively large 
radii of curvature; 

Wherein the surface of in?uence has a largely iso 
diametral form Wherein the total length of the at least 
one stimulation Wire is about 3 to 10 times greater than 
the average diameter D of the surface of in?uence; and 

Wherein the diameter of the at least one Wire has a value 
in the range from 0.1 to 0.3 mm. 

2. A de?brillation electrode in accordance With claim 1 
Wherein the surface of in?uence is at least about 1000 mm2 
in siZe. 

3. A de?brillation electrode in accordance With claim 1 
Wherein a Wire surface for the local stimulation is at least 
about 50 mm 2 in siZe; and Wherein a density of the output 
energy of at least about 0.1 J/mm2 is provided, With this 
density being referred to the stimulation surface. 

4. A de?brillation electrode in accordance With claim 1 
Wherein only one stimulation Wire is provided, Which is 
preformed in meander shape, With the minimum radii of 
curvature of the Wire not being substantially less than one 
tenth of the average diameter D of the surface of in?uence. 

5. A de?brillation electrode in accordance With claim 1 
Wherein a plurality of stimulation Wires is provided Which 
are arranged in a bundle-like or fan-like manner. 

6. A de?brillation electrode in accordance With claim 5 
Wherein at least individual stimulation Wires are substan 
tially straight or at most only slightly curved. 

7. A de?brillation electrode in accordance With claim 5 
Wherein at least individual stimulation Wires each have an 
anchoring means at their ends. 

8. A de?brillation electrode in accordance With claim 6 
Wherein at least individual ones of the stimulation Wires are 
corrugated. 

9. A de?brillation electrode in accordance With claim 1 
Wherein connection lines are arranged betWeen a proximal 
end and the at least one stimulation Wire and each have a 
core of silver and a jacket of stainless steel. 

10. A de?brillation electrode in accordance With claim 1 
Wherein electrode parts for ECG measurements are provided 
in addition to the at least one stimulation Wire. 

11. A de?brillation electrode for a temporary and epicar 
dial use after heart operations comprising at its distal end, 
for the purpose of local stimulation of the surface of the 
heart, one stimulation Wire that is preformed in meander 
shape, With the minimum radii of curvature of the Wire not 
being substantially less than one tenth of the average diam 
eter D of the surface of in?uence. 
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12. An apparatus With tWo de?brillation electrodes, each 
de?brillation electrode comprising at its distal end, for the 
purpose of local stimulation to the surface of the heart: 

at least one stimulation Wire having a distal end that can 
be draWn out of an anchoring position; 

Wherein the at least one stimulation Wire is preformed in 
such a manner that it fractally covers a global surface 
of in?uence largely uniformly and With relatively large 
radii of curvature; 

Wherein the surface of in?uence has a largely iso 
diametral form Wherein the total length of the at least 
one stimulation Wire is about 3 to 10 times greater than 
the average diameter D of the surface of in?uence; and 
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Wherein the diameter of the at least one Wire has a value 

in the range from 0.1 to 0.3 mm; 
Wherein the apparatus includes an energy source that is a 

conventional, eXtra-corporeally arranged de?brillator; 
and 

Wherein the apparatus includes a device for the limitation 
of stimulation energy that is located betWeen the 
de?brillator and the electrodes. 

13. An apparatus in accordance With claim 12 Wherein the 
10 device for the limitation of the stimulation energy limits the 

stimulation energy to a maXimum value of approximately 5 
Joules. 


