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GOLF CLUB TRAVEL BAG 

This is a continuation of a application Ser. No. 08/798, 
274, ?led Feb. 14, 1997, now US. Pat. No. 5,810,064. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to golf bags and, more particularly, 
to a golf club travel bag that facilitates the transportation of 
golf clubs and accessories. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Avariety of golf club travel bags are knoWn in the art. The 
travel bags range from thin nylon shells to hard cover cases. 
The thin nylon shell bags are desirable because they are light 
Weight and easy to use. HoWever, the thin nylon shell bags 
provide little, if any, protection for the golf clubs. The hard 
shell cases, on the other hand, provide a great deal of 
protection for the clubs. In addition, the hard shell cases are 
capable of carrying accessory items such as shoes. Although 
possessing many advantages, the hard shell cases are heavy 
and generally cumbersome to use and, thus, less desirable. 

Soft or padded shell cases have groWn in popularity due 
to their light Weight construction and their ability to provide 
the golf clubs greater protection than the nylon shell bags. 
Like the hard shell cases, the soft shell cases are also capable 
of carrying other items such as shoes. HoWever, to carry 
other items such as shoes, the soft shell cases tend to utiliZe 
outWardly extending pockets that tend to snare during trans 
port and, thus, increase the likelihood that the soft shell cases 
Will tear. 

Therefore, it Would be desirable to have a golf club travel 
bag that is relatively light Weight, that provides sufficient 
protection for the golf clubs, that is capable of carrying 
additional items including golf shoes, and that is constructed 
in a manner that makes it less susceptible to tearing. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The golf club travel bag of the present invention is a 
relatively light Weight travel bag that provides sufficient 
protection for the golf clubs While being capable of carrying 
additional items including golf shoes and being constructed 
in a manner that is less susceptible to tearing. It preferably 
comprises a generally parallelpiped shaped bag body formed 
from elongated front, rear, and left and right side panels and 
having a generally ?at bottom portion and arcuate top 
portion. The panels preferably include a durable knit back 
ing internal to the bag, a durable external shell constructed 
from ballistic nylon and a layer of foam padding interposing 
the knit backing and the nylon shell. 
A Zipper is seWn into the right side panel and extends 

along the length of right side panel to expose the interior of 
the travel bag and alloW a golf bag and a set of golf clubs to 
be placed inside of the travel bag. An inset shoe case is 
recessed into the travel bag from the front panel adjacent the 
top. A generally rectangular ?ap cut into of the front panel 
operably covers the shoe case. The ?ap, Which is integral 
With the front panel along the bottom of the ?ap, is operably 
connected to the front panel via a Zipper. In operation, the 
Zipper is undone to provide access to the inset shoe case. 

The interior of the inset shoe case includes recessed 
bottom, top and side Walls and a back panel attached to the 
bottom, top and side Walls. The back panel preferably 
includes a spike guard. The bottom, top and side Walls are 
constructed such that the back panel is gradually recessed 
further inWardly as the back panel extends from the bottom 
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2 
Wall to the top Wall. This construction provides sufficient 
space to store a pair of golf shoes in the inset case While 
maintaining the streamline con?guration of the bag and, 
thus, reducing the likelihood of snares and resultant tears. 
The inset shoe case is preferably located adjacent the top 

of the bag to prevent the shoe case from interfering With a 
golf bag stored therein. The location of the shoe case 
advantageously reduces jostling of the club heads, and 
resultant damage thereto, during transport. 
An object of this invention is to provide an improved golf 

club travel bag. 
Further objects and advantages of the present invention 

Will become apparent from a consideration of the draWings 
and ensuing description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a golf club travel bag of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a back vieW of the golf club travel bag. 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional vieW of the golf club travel bag 
including a golf club bag With a set of golf clubs positioned 
therein. 

FIG. 4 is a right side vieW of the golf club travel bag. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring noW in detail to the draWings, therein illustrated 
is a novel golf club travel bag 10. The travel bag 10 is a 
generally parallelpiped shaped bag body With elongated 
front, rear, and left and right side panels 12, 14, 16 and 18. 
The panels 12, 14, 16 and 18 preferably comprise a durable 
knit backing, internal to the bag 10, a durable external shell 
constructed from ballistic nylon and a layer of foam padding 
interposing the knit backing and the nylon shell. 
The front and rear panels 12 and 14, Which are generally 

rectangularly shaped, each include a straight bottom edge 
11a and 11b, an arcuate top edge 13a and 13b and straight 
left and right side edges 15a and 15b and 17a and 17b. The 
left and right side panels 16 and 18, Which are also generally 
rectangularly shaped, are seWn to the front and rear panels 
12 and 14 forming Web bound continuous seams 24 and 26. 
The left side panel 16 is seWn to the bottom edges 11a and 
11b of the front and rear panels 12 and 14 forming a square 
or ?at shaped bottom 22 to the travel bag 10. The remainder 
of the left side panel 16 is seWn up along the left side edges 
15a and 15b of the front and rear panels 12 and 14. 
The right side panel 18 attaches to the left side panel 16 

at a seam 28 adjacent the bottom edges 11a and 11b of the 
front and rear panels 12 and 14. The right side panel 18 is 
seWn to the right side edges 17a and 17b and the arcuate top 
edges 13a and 13b of the front and rear panels 12 and 14. 
Attaching the right side panel 18 to the arcuate top edges 13a 
and 13b of the front and rear panels 12 and 14 forms an 
arcuate shaped top 20 to the travel bag 10. The left and right 
side panels 16 and 18 reattach at a seam 30 adjacent to the 
top edges 13a and 13b of the front and rear panels 12 and 14. 
A main Zipper 32 is seWn into the right side panel 18 

dividing it into tWo parts. The Zipper 32 extends along the 
length of the right side panel betWeen the seams 28 and 30 
adjacent the top 20 and bottom 22 of the bag 10. Preferably, 
the Zipper 32 is a continuous coil Zipper and includes a 
Weather ?ap 34 that extends along the full length of the 
Zipper 32. In operation, the Zipper 32 is opened to expose the 
interior of the travel bag 10 and alloW a golf bag 5 and a set 
of golf clubs 8 to be placed inside of the travel bag 10. 



5,927,361 
3 

Three stream line storage pockets 36, 38 and 40 are seWn 
into the front and rear panels 12 and 14, tWo on the rear panel 
14 and one on the front panel 12. Each of the storage pockets 
36, 38 and 40 has a Zipper 42 attached to the top of the 
pockets 36, 38 and 40. The Zipper 42 on each pocket also 
includes a Whether ?ap 44 that extends along the full length 
of the Zipper 42. As noted, the storage pockets 36, 38 and 40 
are stream-lined such that they do not protrude or extend 
outWardly from the front and rear panels 12 and 14. This 
pocket con?guration maintains the substantially ?at surface 
of the front and rear panels 12 and 14 and reduces the 
likelihood of snares and resultant tears in the front and rear 
panels 12 and 14. 
An inset shoe case 46 is recessed from the front panel into 

the interior of the travel bag 10 adjacent the top 20 of the 
travel bag 10. A generally rectangular ?ap 48 cut out of the 
front panel 12 operably covers the shoe case 46. The ?ap 48 
has an arcuate top edge 47 and side edges 49a and 49b. The 
?ap 48 is integral With the front panel 12 along its bottom 
and is operably connected to the front panel 12 along its top 
and side edges 47, 49a and 49b via a Zipper 50. In operation, 
the Zipper 50 is undone to provide access to the inset shoe 
case 46. 

The interior of the inset shoe case 46 includes recessed 
bottom, top and side Walls 54, 56, 58 and 59 and a back 
panel 60 attached to the bottom, top and side Walls 58, 56, 
52 and 59. The top Wall 56 is preferably arcuate to conform 
to the pro?le of the top 20 of the travel bag 10. The bottom, 
top and side Walls 58, 56, 52 and 59 are constructed such that 
the back panel 60 is gradually recessed further inWardly as 
the back panel 60 extends from the bottom Wall 58 to the top 
Wall 56. This construction provides suf?cient space to store 
a pair of golf shoes in the inset case 46 While maintaining the 
generally ?at or streamline con?guration of the outer surface 
of the bag 10 and, thus, reducing the likelihood of snares and 
resultant tears. 

Preferably, the back panel 60 of the inset shoe case 46 
includes a spike guard 61 attached thereto. The spike guard 
61 is preferably constructed from hard plastic or other 
material suitable to prevent shoe spikes from piercing the 
back panel 60 and damaging any golf clubs that may be 
stored in the bag 10. 

The inset shoe case 46 is preferably located adjacent the 
top 20 of the bag 10 to prevent the shoe case 46 from 
interfering With a golf bag stored therein. The location of the 
shoe case 46, Which reduces the space in the top 20 of the 
bag 10 Wherein the golf club heads are preferably located, 
advantageously reduces jostling of the club heads, and 
resultant damage thereto, during transport. 

To aid in carrying the travel bag 10, a shoulder strap (not 
shoWn) is attached to the left side panel 16 via a pair of 
hooks 66 strategically located adjacent to the top and bottom 
20 and 22 of the bag 10. Aloading handle 68 is also attached 
to the left side panel 16 midWay betWeen the top and bottom 
20 and 22 of the bag 10. AtoW handle 70 attached to the top 
20 of the bag 10 enables the travel bag 10 to be toWed on a 
pair of easy glide Wheels 72 attached to the bag 10 adjacent 
the bottom edge 11b of the rear panel 14. The rear panel 14 
is provided With an identi?cation holder 78, and an addi 
tional hook 76, Which may be used, for example, to store the 
bag. 

Thus, the golf club travel bag 10 of the present invention 
provides many bene?ts over the prior art. While the above 
description contains many speci?cities, these should not be 
construed as limitations on the scope of the invention, but 
rather as an exempli?cation of one preferred embodiment 
thereof. Many other variations are possible. 
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4 
Accordingly, the scope of the present invention should be 

determined not by the embodiments illustrated above, but by 
the appended claims and their legal equivalents. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A golf club travel bag comprising: 
a ?exible body With a predominantly ?at outer surface and 

an inner region, said inner region adapted to contain a 
golf bag having a set of golf clubs; and 

an inWardly-extending inset shoe case continuing into 
said body from said outer surface, said inset shoe case 
being adjacent the top of the bag and having a top Wall, 
a bottom Wall, and an inner back Wall, the inner back 
Wall of the inset shoe case having a spike guard 
suf?ciently hard to resist penetration of shoe spikes 
through the inner back Wall. 

2. The golf bag travel cover of claim 1, Wherein said body 
is generally parallelpiped-shaped. 

3. The golf bag travel cover of claim 1, Wherein said body 
comprises elongated ?rst and second side panels, and front 
and rear panels attached to said ?rst and second side panels, 
said body being generally parallelpiped-shaped. 

4. The golf club travel cover of claim 3, Wherein said rear 
panel merges into a generally ?at bottom portion connected 
to said front and ?rst and second side panels, and Wherein 
said ?rst side panel forms a generally arcuate top portion 
With said front and rear panels. 

5. The golf bag travel cover of claim 3, Wherein said side 
panels and said front and rear panels comprise foam pad 
ding. 

6. The golf bag travel cover of claim 1, Wherein the inner 
back Wall of said inset shoe case is coupled to recessed top, 
bottom, and side Walls. 

7. The golf bag travel cover of claim 1, Wherein said inset 
shoe case further comprises side Walls, and Wherein said top, 
bottom, side and inner back Walls are interconnected. 

8. The golf bag travel cover of claim 7, Wherein said body 
further comprises a front panel having cover ?ap cut 
thereinto, said cover ?ap being operably connected to said 
inset shoe case. 

9. The golf bag travel cover of claim 1, Wherein the body 
further comprises foam padding interposing a nylon shell 
and a knit backing. 

10. The golf bag travel cover of claim 1, Wherein the inner 
back Wall gradually recesses further inWardly as the inner 
back Wall extends upWardly. 

11. A golf club travel bag comprising: 
a ?exible body With an arcuate top portion, a predomi 

nantly ?at outer surface, and an inner region, said inner 
region adapted to contain a golf bag having a set of golf 
clubs; and 

an inWard-extending inset shoe case continuing into said 
body from said outer surface, an inner back Wall of the 
inset shoe case being suf?ciently hard to resist penetra 
tion of shoe spikes into the inner back Wall. 

12. A golf bag travel cover comprising: 
a ?exible body having a top, bottom, front, back, and ?rst 

and second side panels, said back panel terminating at 
a generally ?at bottom portion connected to said front 
and said ?rst and second side panels, said ?rst side 
panel forming a generally arcuate top portion With said 
front, back, and second side panels, said body being 
generally parallelpiped-shaped and adapted to contain a 
golf bag having a set of golf clubs; and 

an inset shoe case having an inner back Wall suf?ciently 
hard to resist penetration of shoe spikes though said 
inner back Wall, said inset shoe case being recessed into 
said body. 
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13. The golf bag travel cover of claim 12, further com 
prising a cover ?ap cut into said front panel adjacent said 
inset shoe case. 

14. The golf bag travel cover of claim 13, Wherein said 
?ap has a bottom portion integral With said front panel and 
top, ?rst side and second side edges operably connected to 
said front panel. 

15. The golf bag travel cover of claim 12, further com 
prising substantially ?at outer surface. 

16. The golf bag travel cover of claim 12, Wherein said 
inner back Wall comprises a spike guard. 

17. The golf bag travel cover of claim 12, Wherein said 
back Wall extends further inWardly into said body as said 
back Wall eXtends upWardly. 

6 
18. The golf bag travel cover of claim 17, further com 

prising a cover ?ap cut into said front panel and operably 
connected to said inset shoe case. 

19. The golf bag travel cover of claim 12, Wherein said 
side panels and said front and back panels comprise foam 
padding. 

20. The golf bag travel cover of claim 19, Wherein the 
foam padding interposes a durable knit backing and a nylon 
shell. 

21. The golf bag travel cover of claim 12, further com 
prising tWo Wheels operably disposed near said bottom 
portion. 


