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To ctZZ whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that 1, JOHN HENRY NICHOLES, 

a citizen of the United States,residing at Ghat 
tanooga, in the county of Hamilton and State 

5 of Tennessee, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Checkrein-Hooks; 
and I do declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to 

1 0 which it appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to a checkrein-hook. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

device of this character by means of which 
the checkrein may be released from the hook 

15 by the occupant of the vehicle and the ani 
mal allowed to bend its head, and which may 
be secured against detachment. 

‘Vith this object in view the invention con 
sists of certain features of construction and 

20 combination of parts which will be herein 
after fully described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a view of a portion of a harness-saddle with 
my improved checkrein secured thereto, a 

25 portion of a checkrein, and a portion of one 
of the driving-lines. Fig. ‘2 is alongitudinal 
vertical sectional view through the check 
rein-hook, showing the parts locked to pre 
vent the animal bending its head. Fig. 3 is 

30 a similar view showing the parts in the po 
sition they assume to permit of the animal 
bending its head. 
In the’drawings, 1 denotes the saddle, and 

2 the supporting frame or casing, which con 
35 sists, preferably, of a tubular portion 3, hav~ 

ing downwardly-projeoting parallel ?anges 4 
and the catch-casing 6. , 

9 denotes the catch, one end of which is 
pivoted in the inner end of the catch-casing 

40 and which is provided with a catch-head 10, 
and to the rear of this head is provided a cam 
surface or incline ll. 12 denotes a coiled 
spring seated in said casing and engaging the 
under side of the catch and exerting its en~ 

45 ergy to force the catch upward.‘ ' I - 

13 denotes a releasing-lever pivoted in the 
lower end of the casing and having a shoulder 
14, which is adapted to engage the cam or in 
clined surface of the latch. 

50 15 denotes-a resetting-lever which is piv 
oted in the lower end of the casing, at the for 

ward portion thereof. This lever is con 
nec'ted with the releasing-lever by a pivoted 
link 16. 

17 denotes a conical plug thebase of which 55 
is slightly smaller in diameter than the cylin 
drical portion of the suppoi'tingfraine. 

18 denotes a strap one end of which is se 
cured to the base end of the conical plug and 
the other end of which is adapted to engage 60 
with the checkrein. 19 denotes a similar 
strap which is secured to the apex end of 
the plug and is adapted to be connected to 
one of the driving-lines. 

In operation,the plug being arranged within 65 
‘the tubular portion of the casing and it is 
desired to check the animal, by pulling upon 
the driving-rein the conical plug will be 
drawn over the catch and the catch will be 
depressed, and as soon as the apex of the 70 
plug has passed the catch the spring will 
force said catch upwardly into engagement 
with the base of the plug, thereby ?rmly hold~ 
ing the checkrein-hook in its checked posi- ‘ 
tion. If it is desired to uncheck the animal 75 
to allow it to feed or drink, by pulling on the 
driving - line the plug will be drawn still 
farther backward and willengage the releas 
in g-lever and force it rearward. The shoul 
der on the end of the releasing-lever will en- 80 
gage the cam orinclined surface of the catch 
andforce the catch downward and hold it in 
that position. ' 
A slight draft on the checkrein by the ani 

mal will cause the plug to be withdrawn for- 85 
ward, and its base coming in contact witlrthe 
inclined end of the resetting-lever will ride 
upon and force said lever forwardly, thus re 
leasing the plug and allowing the animal to 
lower its head. The forward movement of 90 
the resetting-lever will draw the releasing 
lever from engagement with the cam or in 
clined surface of the catch, thus allowing said 1 
catch to be forced upwardly byits spring and 
be in readiness to engage the plug when it is 95 
desired to check up the head of the animal, 
which may be done by pulling upon the driv 
ing-rein‘ to which the plug and its strap are 
attached. . 

Having thus described my invention, what 100 
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States, is-— 
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1. ‘In a checkrein-hook, the combination 
with the supporting-frame having a tubular 
portion, a catch-casing secured to said sup 
porting-frame, and provided with a catch 
which projects upward within the tubular 
portion, a releasing-lever adapted to engage 
said catch, and a resetting-lever connected 
with said releasing-lever, substantially as set 
forth. 

2. In a checkrein-hook, the combination 
with the supporting-frame having a tubular 
portion, a catch-‘casing secured to said sup 
porting-frame, and provided with a catch 
which projects upward within the tubular 
portion, a releasing-lever adapted to engage 

- said catch,‘a resetting-lever connected with 
said releasing-lever, and a plug adapted to be 
engaged by said catch, substantially as set 
forth. 

3. In a checkrein-hook, the combination 
with a frame provided with a tubular por 
tion, a catch~casing secured to said tubular 

2ow 

portion and provided with a catch, the head 
of which projects upward into the tubular 
portion of the frame, said catch having a cam 
or inclined portion , a spring arranged beneath 
said catch to force the catch upward, a re 
leasing-lever pivoted in the catch-casing, and 

25, 

having a shoulder adapted to engage the cam ' I 
or inclined portion of the catch, a resetting 
lever pivoted in’advance of the catch, a con 
nection between the resetting-lever and the 
releasing-lever, a conical plug, one end adapt~ 
ed to be attached to the checkrein and the 
other end adapted to be attached to one of 
the driving-lines, substantially as and for the 
purpose set forth. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto af?x my 

signature in presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN HENRY NIOI-IOLES. 

‘Vitnesses: ' 
MARION F. HAM, 
P. A. BRAWNER. 
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