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STORAGE AND TRAVEL BAG 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to luggage or bags 
used for storage and travel, and more particularly relates to 
an innovation Which facilitates the conversion of such a bag 
for use as a hanging organiZer. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Previously, travel bags have generally exhibited a boX 

style and their use, especially regarding access to articles 
Within, has been accordingly limited. HoWever, When trav 
eling it is often desirable to organiZe one’s belongings and 
to present them in an accessible manner, yet no item of 
luggage, and particularly a boX style travel bag, has suc 
cessfully achieved a design Which readily converts to an 
effective organiZer. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is the principal objective of this invention 
to provide a travel bag Which opens fully and converts into 
an effective hanging organiZer. It is a further object to 
provide a collapsible center section of the bag that stores out 
of the Way When the bag is used as an organiZer. 

These and other objectives are accomplished by a bag of 
a generally boX style, having a center section and tWo side 
sections, and Which is out?tted With a plurality of pockets 
and compartments therein. Zipper closures fasten the side 
sections to the center section to form the bag, When used as 
a travel bag. Unfastening of the sides alloWs the center 
section to fold and store under a ?ap, to alloW unrestricted 
access to the pockets and compartments of the bag (Which 
noW presents itself as an organiZer). 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a travel bag in accordance 
With the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the travel bag of FIG. 1 
With its end sections opened. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the bag of FIGS. 1 and 2 
shoWing the collapse of the center section and closing of the 
storage ?ap over the center section. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of the bag of FIGS. 1—3 
revealing an additional organiZer compartment area. 

FIG. 5 is a plan vieW of the bag/organiZer of FIG. 4. 
While the invention Will be described in connection With 

a preferred embodiment, it Will be understood that it is not 
the intent to limit the invention to that embodiment. On the 
contrary, it is the intent to cover all alternatives, 
modi?cations, and equivalents as may be included Within 
the spirit and scope of the invention as de?ned by the 
appended claims. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Turning ?rst to FIG. 1 there is shoWn a travel bag in 
accordance With the present invention. This bag presents an 
enclosure having a rectangular base member 10 and formed 
by three sections: a ?rst side section 12, a second side 
section 14 and a center section 16 intermediate said side 
sections. The center section and each of the side sections are 
hinged or otherWise ?eXibly attached to the base member 
along the bottom edges 17a and 17b. Attached to the side 
sections are handles 18 and attached to the center section is 
a shoulder strap 20, both to facilitate carrying of the bag. 
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2 
Holding the tWo side sections to the center section are 

fastener means 22a and 22b, in the form of Zippers or the 
like. When unfastened (FIG. 2) the side sections open to lie 
?at, leaving a holloW center section and eXposing a center 
control member, such as ?ap 24, shoWn opened (arroW 25) 
and available to cover a central area 26. 

As shoWn in FIG. 3, the upper portion of the center 
section 16 can noW be collapsed and folded Within the 
central area 26, alloWing the ?ap 24 to be replaced over the 
center section, as depicted by the arroW 30. With the ?ap 
noW covering the center section, fastening or trapping means 
32, such as a hook/loop fastener, Zipper or the like, is 
employed to hold the ?ap, and the folded center section 
thereunder, in place. Additionally, secondary side members 
34 Which are hinged, or otherWise ?eXibly attached, to the 
upper edge 35 of the side sections can noW be unfolded 
(arroW 36) to eXpose additional organiZer features (see FIG. 
4). 
Numerous and various storage means and organiZing 

features in the form of pockets 40 and compartments 50, 
including a compartment 54 on the ?ap 24, are provided 
Within the travel bag along the inside surfaces of the side 
sections 12 and 14 and on the surfaces of the secondary side 
members 34 to facilitate storage and organiZation. With the 
upper portion of the center section noW stored out of the 
Way, the bag can be used effectively as an organiZer, either 
lying ?at or hanging from a hook 60 located at one end of 
the bag/organiZer. 

In a further feature there are provided pockets 40 and 70 
located on the side sections, each having elastic closures 72 
at the opening of each pocket, such that each pocket is 
particularly adapted to receive and store shoes. In yet a 
further feature, there is provided at least one compartment 
80 formed or attached to a side section, or to a secondary 
side member, and presenting at least one side composed of 
a mesh material to alloW air to circulate therethrough. 
From the foregoing description, it Will be apparent that 

modi?cations can be made to the apparatus and method for 
using same Without departing from the teachings of the 
present invention. Accordingly, the scope of the invention is 
only to be limited as necessitated by the accompanying 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A storage and travel bag comprising, in combination: 
a base member of substantially rectangular shape With a 

?rst edge and a second opposite side edge; 
a ?rst side section hingedly attached to said base member 

along said ?rst edge thereof; 
a second side section hingedly attached to said base 
member along said second edge thereof in opposition to 
said ?rst side section, said base member further includ 
ing a center section loop of foldable material de?ning 
opposite side portions and an upper portion of the bag; 

separate ?rst and second fastening means along said ?rst 
and second side sections for joining said respective side 
sections to said center section loop including the side 
portions and the upper portion to thereby open and 
close the bag, said center section loop foldable against 
the base, said ?rst and second side sections positionable 
in the plane of the base for access to the contents of the 
bag When side sections are not joined to the loop and 
the bag is open; 

trapping means for holding the folded center loop section 
on the base member; and 

a hook element on one of the ?rst or second side sections 
to support the open bag by hanging With one side 
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section vertically above the other and separated by the 
base member. 

2. The storage and travel bag of claim 1 Wherein said 
means for holding said center section in said collapsed 
position comprises a superposed trapping member releas 
ably attached to said base section. 

3. The storage and travel bag of claim 2 Wherein said 
trapping member is hinged to said base member along a ?rst 
edge and releasably attached to said base member along a 
second edge. 

4. The storage and travel bag of claim 3 Wherein said 
trapping member is releasably attached by hook/loop fas 
tener means. 

4 
5. The storage and travel bag of claim 1 further compris 

ing a secondary side member hingedly connected to said ?rst 
side section for providing additional compartments. 

6. The storage and travel bag of claim 5 further compris 
ing a compartment attached to said secondary side member 
having at least one side thereof formed of a mesh material. 

7. The storage and travel bag of claim 1 further compris 
ing a plurality of pockets and compartments affixed along 

10 said ?rst and second side sections. 


