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[57] ABSTRACT 

A plant protector constructed and arranged to provide a 
protective cover on the surface of the ground around a plant, 
formed of tWo identical separate semicircular half-sections 
Which interlock at diametrically extending center Wall sec 
tions to form a boWl-like structure With an upstanding outer 
Wall, a ?at bottom With drain openings, a center opening 
extending into each half-section to accommodate a plant 
stern, and an outer skirt depending from an upper edge of the 
outer Wall. 

6 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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PLANT PROTECTOR 

This application claims bene?t of Provisional Appln. 
60/041,405 ?led Mar. 19, 1997. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to devices for protecting 
growing plants and more particularly relates to a separable, 
plate-like or disc-like device Which can be removably placed 
around the trunk or shaft of a groWing plant, on the ground, 
to facilitate plant groWth. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Anumber of devices have been developed to enhance the 
groWth of plants. For example, tomato plants are supported 
by Wire structures positioned around the plant. Various types 
and colors of foil have been used to prevent Weed groWth 
and to facilitate the groWth of plants such as straWberries. 
Collars are often placed around tree trunks to prevent 
damage to the bark from animals or machines. Mulching 
substances such as peat moss or Wood chips are often placed 
on the ground around groWing plants to keep the soil cool 
and hold moisture. HoWever, many of the currently used 
techniques perform one or tWo functions quite Well, but do 
not provide multiple advantages and are not reusable. Thus, 
there is a need for a reusable device Which is capable of 
performing a number of plant protection functions and is, at 
the same time, easy and simple to apply and use. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a plate-like or disc-like 
device, preferably molded from plastic, generally circular in 
shape With an opening in the middle to accommodate a plant 
stem or trunk, and comprising interlocking sections so that 
the device can be easily placed around a plant and removed 
When necessary or desirable. When placed around a groWing 
plant, this plant protector Will help to control Weeds because 
it acts as a Weed barrier, helps to hold ground moisture 
longer because it retards evaporation from the soil around 
the plant, helps to generate early morning ground heat from 
the sun, particularly if molded from a black plastic material, 
and holds heat around the plant for a longer period after 
sunset. It also provides a basin for directing Water to the 
plant roots and helps to direct fertiliZer to a location Where 
it does the most good for the plant. This plant protector can 
be made in various siZes to accommodate various kinds of 
plants and can be used season after season because it is 
removable and because it is preferably made from a durable, 
non-toxic plastic material. My invention is particularly 
useful in areas of the country Which have shorter groWing 
seasons because it helps make the most effective use of the 
days that are available. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a vieW in perspective of a plant protector 
according to my invention taken from the top and one side 
thereof; 

FIG. 2 is a top plan vieW thereof; 
FIG. 3 is a top plan vieW of one hemispherical portion of 

the plant protector; 
FIG. 4 is a top plan vieW of the other hemispherical 

portion of the plant protector; 
FIG. 5 is an end vieW from the bottom end of FIG. 3, With 

interior features being shoWn in phantom; and 
FIG. 6 is an end vieW from the bottom end of FIG. 4, With 

interior features being shoWn in phantom. 
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2 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENT 

Referring noW to the draWings, Wherein like numerals are 
used throughout the several vieWs to indicate like elements 
of the invention, there is disclosed in FIG. 1 a plant protector 
10 according to my invention. Plant protector 10 is molded 
from a suitable plastic material and has a boWl-like con 
?guration With a circular periphery With a hole 11 in the 
middle to accommodate the plant stem or trunk, and is 
assembled from tWo interlocking, identical hemispherical 
sections 10a, 10b. Each hemispherical section has a gener 
ally ?at bottom Wall portion 12a, 12b With each bottom Wall 
portion having a plurality of drain holes 13, 13a therein. 
Each bottom Wall portion 12a, 12b is connected at its outer 
periphery to a generally vertically extending side Wall 14, 
14a, Which combine to form a circular outer Wall portion for 
the boWl-like structure. The bottom Wall portions 12a, 12b 
are connected to the side Wall portions 14, 14a by curved 
bottom comer portions 15, 16. 

The opposite ends of side Walls 14, 14a are each con 
nected by a diametrically extending planar Wall portion 17, 
18 each having formed at its center a semicircular Wall 
portion 17a, 18a Which extend into the respective bottom 
Wall portions 12a, 12b to de?ne opening 11 When the tWo 
sections 10a, 10b are joined. 

Each of the sections 10a, 10b is formed to have a lip 19, 
20 Which is generally L-shaped in cross-section as shoWn in 
FIGS. 5 and 6, and Which is connected to the upper edge of 
a corresponding Wall portion 17, 18 betWeen the center 
opening 11 and the periphery of the unit. To assemble the 
unit, the tWo hemispherical sections 10a, 10b are connected 
With lip 20 extending over the oppositely disposed upper 
edge of Wall portion 17 and lip 19 extending over the top 
edge of the oppositely disposed Wall portion 18. 

Plant protector 10 further comprises a peripherally 
extending outer skirt 20, 21 Which ?ares doWnWardly and 
outWardly from the upper edge of a side Wall portions 14, 
14a. When the tWo sections are joined together as shoWn in 
FIGS. 1 and 2, skirt 20, 21 de?nes a continuous, circular 
outer Wall portion having a circular bottom edge extending 
to slightly beloW the plane of bottom Wall portions 12a, 12b 
and spaced from curved portions 15, 16, Which functions to 
engage the soil and hold the plant protector in place. 

Although this plant protector can be made in different 
siZes, the embodiment disclosed herein is 11“ in diameter at 
the top edge of Wall portions 17, 18, and 12“ in diameter at 
the bottom edge of skirt 20, 21. The inside depth is 2“ and 
the diameter of hole or opening 11 is 2%“. The drain holes 
are 3/8“ in diameter and the Walls are approximately 1/16“ 
thick. 

Because the tWo sections 10a, 10b are identical, they can 
be molded from the same mold and any tWo sections can be 
assembled to form a plant protector as shoWn in FIG. 1. The 
sections are assembled at the side and positioned around the 
plant Where they are interlocked together to provide the 
functions and advantages heretofore described. When in 
place, Water or liquid fertiliZer placed in the basin Will drain 
through the holes 13, 13a to Water and/or fertiliZe the plant 
roots. The plant protector can be left in place during the 
groWing season and can be removed by separating the tWo 
sections, Which can then be stored until they are needed 
again. 

I claim: 
1. A plant protector, comprising a generally circular, 

boWl-like structure having a pair of interlocking identical 
half-sections, 
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wherein the interlocking identical half-sections each com 
prise: 
a bottom Wall portion having a circular outer edge, a 

pair of straight inner edge portions extending inWard 
from each side of the outer edge of the half-section, 
and a generally circular edge portion connecting the 
pair of straight inner edges such that a hole is formed 
proximate the center of the plant protector When tWo 
half sections are connected in order to permit a plant 
to pass through the hole; 

a circular outer Wall having an outer portion and an 
inner portion, the inner portion connects the outer 
circular edge of the bottom Wall portion With an 
upper side of the circular outer Wall; 

a pair of ?rst vertical center Wall sections eXtending 
upWard from the bottom Wall portion along the pair 
of inner straight edge portions; and 

a second vertical center Wall extending upWard from 
the bottom Wall portion along the generally circular 
edge portion; and 

an interconnecting lip coupled to a top edge of one of 
said ?rst vertical center Wall sections of each half 
section, the interconnecting lip being constructed 
and arranged to eXtend over an adjacent upper edge 

10 

15 

4 
of a ?rst center Wall section on the other of said 
half-sections to interlock them together. 

2. A plant protector according to claim 1 Wherein 
the ?rst vertical center Wall sections are coupled to the 

circular outer Wall at the circular outer edge of the 
bottom Wall portion, and the ?rst vertical center Wall 
sections are coupled to the second vertical center Wall 
to enclose a boWl-like structure Within each interlock 
ing half-section. 

3. A plant protector according to claim 2 Wherein a 
plurality of drain holes are formed in said bottom Wall. 

4. A plant protector according to claim 2 Wherein said 
second vertical center Wall eXtends upWard from the bottom 
Wall portion a greater distance than the pair of ?rst center 
Wall sections eXtend upWard from the bottom Wall portion. 

5. A plant protector according to claim 4 Wherein said 
bottom Wall is generally planar and Wherein a circular 
bottom edge of the outer portion of the circular outer Wall 
eXtends slightly beloW said plane of said bottom Wall. 

6. A plant protector according to claim 5 molded from a 
durable, non-toxic plastic material. 

* * * * * 


