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ELECTRODES HAVING UPPER AND 
LOWER OPERATING SURFACES FOR 
ELECTROCAUTERY PROBES FOR USE 

WITH A RESECTOSCOPE 

This application is a related to application Ser. No. 
08/795,000, ?led Feb 05, 1997, and application Ser. No. 
08/425,386, ?led Apr. 20, 1995, now US. Pat. No. 5,569, 
244, the complete disclosures of Which are hereby incorpo 
rated by reference herein in their entireties. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates broadly to endoscopic instruments. 

More particularly, this invention relates to electrodes Which 
are used in electrocautery probes With a resectoscope. 

2. State of the Art 

Electrosurgical resection is a procedure in Which damaged 
or enlarged tissue is excised With an electrocautery probe. 
Transurethral resection is an electrosurgical procedure in 
Which a portion of the prostrate is excised by means of an 
instrument passed through the urethra. Endometrial ablation 
is an electrosurgical alternative procedure to hysterectomy 
for Women With menorrhagia (abnormal or excessive uterine 
bleeding). In both procedures, the instrument typically used 
is called a resectoscope or hysteroscope. Prior art FIG. 1 
shoWs a typical resectoscope 10 With an electrocautery 
probe 12. The resectoscope 10 includes a distal guide tube 
14 and a proximal handle 16. A telescope 18 is inserted 
through the guide tube 14 and is provided With a proximal 
eye piece 20 for vieWing the interior of the bladder or other 
operative site. The cautery probe 12 has a distal electrode 22 
Which is mounted betWeen a pair of arms 23, 25. The arms 
23, 25 are joined at their proximal ends to an electrode lead 
27 Which is coupled via the handle 16 to a Wire 24 Which is 
coupled to a source of cautery current (not shoWn). A 
mounting sleeve 29 is provided on the probe 12 for slideably 
coupling it to the guide tube 14. The mounting sleeve 29 is 
typically located at the point Where the arms 23, 25 are 
joined to the electrode lead 27. The handle 16 is generally 
capable of axially sliding the probe 12 and its distally 
mounted electrode 22 relative to the guide tube 14. 

The resection procedure involves applying a cauteriZing 
voltage to the electrode 22 and moving the electrode sloWly 
through or over the prostate or endometrium While vieWing 
the tissue through the scope 18. Thermal energy (in the form 
of an electrical signal) is applied through the electrode to the 
prostate or the endometrium so that tissue is excised. The 
resectoscope and cautery probe are also useful in other 
procedures for resecting the uterus, ureter, or renal pelvis. 
KnoWn electrodes for use in resectoscopes are available in 

many different shapes and siZes. US. Pat. No. 4,917,082 to 
Grossi et al., for example, discloses several embodiments of 
a “Resectoscope Electrode” including a coagulating 
electrode, a knife electrode, a punctate electrode, and a roller 
electrode, among others. Electrodes for use With resecto 
scopes are also Widely available from Olsen Electrosurgical, 
Inc., Concord, Calif. They are available as blades, needles, 
balls, loops, spear tips, ?exible Wires, semi-circular Wires, 
hooks, spatulas and blunt tips. 

Most of the knoWn electrodes extend doWnWard from a 
pair of probe arms and present a single Working surface 
Which is located beloW the axis of the probe arms and beloW 
the axis of the scope. Thus, in order to operate on tissue 
Which is located above the probe arms, the entire resecto 
scope must be rotated 180° to bring the Working surface of 
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2 
the electrode in contact With the tissue. US. Pat. No. 
5,007,907 to Nishigaki et al. and US. Pat. No. 5,196,011 to 
Korth et al. disclose electrodes Which are suspended from a 
single probe arm. Nishigaki et al. discloses a special probe 
arm Which is located above the scope and Which has a loop 
Which extends beloW the axis of the probe arm. Korth et al. 
discloses an electrode in the shape of a triangle Which is 
suspended at its vertex from a single probe arm. While these 
patents Would appear to shoW “full loop” electrodes, the 
electrodes shoWn do not have upper and loWer Working 
surfaces. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the invention to provide an 
electrode having upper and loWer operating surfaces for use 
in an electrocautery probe With a resectoscope. 

It is also an object of the invention to provide an electrode 
having upper and loWer operating surfaces of different 
morphology for use in an electrocautery probe With a 
resectoscope. 

It is another object of the invention to provide an electrode 
having upper and loWer operating surfaces Which can be 
separately energiZed for use in an electrocautery probe With 
a resectoscope. 

In accord With these objects Which Will be discussed in 
detail beloW, the electrodes of the present invention include 
full loop electrodes Wherein the full loop has a Working 
surface Which extends beloW the axis of the cautery probe 
and a Working surface Which extends above the axis of the 
cautery probe, composite full loop electrodes Wherein the 
upper Working surface and the loWer Working surface have 
different morphology, combined full loop and roller elec 
trodes Wherein one of the upper or loWer portions of the loop 
serves as the axle for a roller electrode, and bifurcated full 
loop electrodes Wherein the upper Working surface and the 
loWer Working surface can be independently energiZed. 
The electrodes according to the invention permit resection 

of upper and loWer prostate lobes Without requiring inver 
sion of the resectoscope, thereby shortening the time for the 
procedure. In addition, the full loop electrodes With different 
upper and loWer morphologies provide additional treatment 
options While also reducing the time for the procedure. 
Furthermore, the bifurcated full loop electrodes provide the 
ability to use different poWer settings for the upper and loWer 
Working surfaces. Additional objects and advantages of the 
invention Will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
upon reference to the detailed description taken in conjunc 
tion With the provided ?gures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a prior art resectoscope 
With an electrocautery probe having a loop electrode; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged broken perspective vieW of the prior 
art electrocautery probe of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged broken perspective vieW of the distal 
end of an electrocautery probe incorporating a ?rst embodi 
ment of a full loop electrode according to the invention; 

FIG. 4 is a vieW similar to FIG. 3 of an alternate ?rst 
embodiment of a full loop electrode according to the inven 
tion; 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged perspective vieW of a second 
embodiment of a full loop electrode according to the inven 
tion Wherein the upper Working surface and the loWer 
Working surface have different morphologies; 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged perspective vieW of a third embodi 
ment of a full loop electrode according to the invention 
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wherein the upper Working surface and the loWer Working 
surface have different morphologies; 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged end vieW of a fourth embodiment of 
a full loop electrode according to the invention Wherein the 
upper Working surface and the loWer Working surface have 
different morphologies; 

FIG. 8 is an enlarged end vieW of a ?fth embodiment of 
a full loop electrode according to the invention Wherein one 
of the upper or loWer portions of the loop serves as the axle 
for a roller electrode; and 

FIG. 9 is an enlarged broken perspective vieW of the distal 
end of an electrocautery probe incorporating a sixth embodi 
ment of full loop electrode according to the invention 
Wherein the upper Working surface and the loWer Working 
surface can be independently energiZed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring noW to FIG. 3, a cautery probe 112 according to 
the invention has a full loop or circular electrode 122 Which 
is mounted betWeen a pair of insulated arms 123, 125 such 
that substantially half of the electrode extends above a plane 
P de?ned by the axes a1, a2 of the arms and substantially 
half of the electrode extends beloW the plane. The arms 123, 
125 are joined at their proximal ends to an electrode lead 127 
and a resectoscope mounting sleeve 129 is provided pref 
erably at the location Where the arms 123, 125 are joined to 
the electrode lead 127. The electrode 122 according to the 
invention is preferably made from a single piece of 
superalloy, stainless steel, tungsten, or copper Which is 
soldered or Welded to the distal ends of the arms 123, 125. 
An exemplary embodiment of the electrode is approximately 
0.20 inches in diameter and ?ts into a STORZ Resectoscope 
using a 27 FR cannula. As Will be described in more detail 
beloW, the exact morphology of the full loop electrode may 
be varied considerably according to the invention. The 
common feature of all of the embodiments of the invention 
is that the electrode 122 has a loWer Working surface 122a 
and an upper Working surface 122b. Moreover, the structure 
of the probe upon Which the electrode is mounted may also 
be varied in several Ways. For example, an alternative ?rst 
embodiment of the invention utiliZing a different type of 
probe is shoWn in FIG. 4. 

Referring noW to FIG. 4, a cautery probe 212 according 
to the invention has a full loop electrode 122 Which is 
identical to the electrode described above. The difference 
betWeen this embodiment and the embodiment described 
above is that the probe 212 has only one arm 223. The single 
arm 223 is con?gured in the same manner as the arm 123 
described above and is coupled to an electrode lead 227 and 
a resectoscope mounting sleeve 229. This alternate embodi 
ment combines the features of the present invention With 
features disclosed in the above-referenced related applica 
tion [SYM-273]. In this embodiment, the loWer Working 
surface 122a and the upper Working surface 122b of the 
electrode 122 extend beloW and above an imaginary plane P‘ 
Which includes the axis a‘1 of the single probe arm 223 and 
the imaginary axis a‘2 of the missing probe arm. 
As mentioned above, the morphology of the full loop 

electrodes according to the invention may be varied consid 
erably. The electrode may have a conventional cylindrical 
Wire pro?le, a broad band ribbon pro?le, a Wedge pro?le, or 
a knife pro?le. Moreover, the full loop may have a com 
posite of tWo or more pro?les. Exemplary composite full 
loop electrodes are shoWn in FIGS. 5 through 7. 

Turning noW to FIG. 5, a composite full loop electrode 
222 according to the invention has a loWer portion 222a With 
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4 
a cylindrical Wire pro?le and an upper portion 222b With a 
broad band ribbon pro?le. The loWer portion of the electrode 
is useful for cutting and the upper portion is useful for 
coagulating. The electrode 222 may be formed from a single 
piece of metal or may be formed from tWo pieces Which are 
soldered or Welded together at the points 222c, 222d. As 
shoWn, each portion 222a, 222b of the electrode 222 occu 
pies approximately 180° of the full loop. HoWever, the upper 
and loWer portions of the electrode need not occupy the 
same angular length. The electrode 222 is coupled to the 
arms of a cautery probe in the same manner as the electrode 
122 described above. 

Referring noW to FIG. 6, a composite full loop electrode 
322 according to the invention has a loWer portion 322a With 
a Wedge pro?le, such as that disclosed in previously incor 
porated application Ser. No. 08/425,386, and an upper 
portion 322b With a cylindrical Wire pro?le. The loWer 
portion of the electrode is useful for simultaneous cutting 
and coagulating and the upper portion is useful for cutting. 
The electrode 322 may be formed from a single piece of 
metal or may be formed from tWo pieces Which are soldered 
or Welded together at the points 322C, 322d. As shoWn, each 
portion 322a, 322b of the electrode 322 occupies approxi 
mately 180° of the full loop. HoWever, the upper and loWer 
portions of the electrode need not occupy the same angular 
length. The electrode 322 is coupled to the arms of a cautery 
probe in the same manner as the electrode 122 described 
above. 

From the foregoing, those skilled in the art Will appreciate 
that the composite full loop electrodes according to the 
invention may incorporate many different morphologies. 
FIG. 7 shoWs yet another type of composite full loop 
electrode according to the invention. The electrode 422 
shoWn in FIG. 7 has a loWer loop 422a and an upper knife 
422b. The electrode may be formed from a single piece of 
Wire Which is crimped to form the knife portion 422b of the 
electrode. The electrode 422 is coupled to the arms of a 
cautery probe in the same manner as the electrode 122 
described above. 

In addition to providing full loop electrodes With different 
upper and loWer morphologies, the invention provides a 
combined loop and roller electrode Wherein a portion of a 
full loop electrode serves as the axle for a roller. Such an 
electrode according to the invention is shoWn in FIG. 8. 

Turning noW to FIG. 8, a composite roller and loop 
electrode 522 according to the invention includes a Wire full 
loop 522a With a straight portion 522b upon Which a roller 
522c is mounted. The electrode 522 is formed from a Wire 
upon Which the roller 522c is mounted and Which is then 
bent and then soldered or Welded at some point 522d in order 
to form a full loop. The electrode 522 is coupled to the arms 
of a cautery probe in the same manner as the electrode 122 
described above. 
From the foregoing, those skilled in the art Will appreciate 

that the features of the electrodes shoWn in FIGS. 5 through 
8 may be combined in different Ways and that the upper and 
loWer Working surfaces may be reversed. For example, a 
composite full loop electrode according to the invention may 
have an upper roller With a loWer knife, an upper Wedge With 
a loWer ribbon, etc. 

According to another aspect of the invention, a full loop 
electrode is bifurcated so that upper and loWer Working 
surfaces may be energiZed independently. Referring noW to 
FIG. 9, a cautery probe 612 according to the invention has 
a bifurcated full loop electrode 622 Which is mounted 
betWeen a pair of insulated arms 623, 625 such that sub 
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stantially half of the electrode 622b extends above a plane 
de?ned by the axes of the arms and substantially half of the 
electrode 622a extends beloW the plane. The arms 623, 625 
are mechanically joined at their proximal ends to an elec 
trode lead stem 627 and a resectoscope mounting sleeve 629 
is provided preferably at the location Where the arms 623, 
625 are joined to the electrode lead stem 627. As shoWn in 
FIG. 9, the loWer portion 622a of the electrode 622 is 
electrically coupled to the arm 623 and the upper portion 
622b of the electrode 622 is electrically coupled to the arm 
625. Each arm is electrically coupled to a separate electrode 
lead 627a, 627b and the electrode leads are insulated from 
each other in the electrode lead stem. From the foregoing, it 
Will be appreciated that the application of cautery current to 
the electrode lead 627a Will energiZe the loWer portion 622a 
of the electrode 622 and that the application of cautery 
current to the electrode lead 627b Will energiZe the upper 
portion 622b of the electrode 622. It Will further be appre 
ciated that in order to take advantage of this cautery probe, 
a resectoscope may be modi?ed to accommodate the tWo 
electrode leads 627a, 627b and to provide means for sepa 
rately energiZing the leads. While these modi?cations are 
not shoWn, those skilled in the art Will understand hoW the 
resectoscope should be modi?ed. The electrode 622 enables 
the practitioner to set separate current settings for the upper 
and loWer portions of the electrode as Well as to selectively 
energiZe the upper and loWer portions individually. As 
shoWn in FIG. 9, the loWer portion 622a and the upper 
portion 622b are physically separate pieces. HoWever, it Will 
be appreciated that these portions of the electrode 622 may 
be physically coupled to each other With any non-conductive 
material such as a ceramic. Such physical coupling of the 
upper and loWer portions of the electrode can add stability 
to the entire electrode and facilitate manufacturing of probes 
incorporating such an electrode. 

There have been described and illustrated herein several 
embodiments of electrodes having upper and loWer operat 
ing surfaces. While particular embodiments of the invention 
have been described, it is not intended that the invention be 
limited thereto, as it is intended that the invention be as 
broad in scope as the art Will alloW and that the speci?cation 
be read likewise. Thus, While particular dimensions have 
been disclosed, it Will be appreciated that other dimensions 
could be utiliZed. Also, While curved electrodes have been 
shoWn, it Will be recogniZed that polygonal electrodes could 
be used With similar results obtained. Moreover, While 
particular con?gurations have been disclosed in reference to 
Welding and soldering, it Will be appreciated that other 
con?gurations could be used as Well. It Will therefore be 
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6 
appreciated by those skilled in the art that yet other modi 
?cations could be made to the provided invention Without 
deviating from its spirit and scope as so claimed. 

We claim: 
1. An electrocautery probe comprising: 
at least one arm having a distal end and a longitudinal 

axis, and 
an electrode extending from the distal end, said electrode 

for receiving a cautery current and comprising a ?rst 
portion extending above the longitudinal axis and a 
second portion extending beloW the longitudinal axis, 
said ?rst and second portions forming a substantially 
circular loop, said ?rst portion having a morphology 
chosen from the group consisting of a Wire loop, a 
Wedge, a ribbon, a knife, and a roller, and said second 
portion having a different morphology chosen from the 
group consisting of a Wire loop, a Wedge, a ribbon, a 
knife, and a roller. 

2. An electrocautery probe according to claim 1, Wherein 
said at least one arm comprises a ?rst conductive arm having 
a proximal end, a distal end, and a ?rst longitudinal axis, and 

a second conductive arm having a proximal end, a distal 
end, and a second longitudinal axis, said ?rst and 
second longitudinal axes de?ning a plane, Wherein 

said ?rst portion extends above said plane and said second 
portion extends beloW said plane. 

3. An electrocautery probe comprising: 
at least one arm having a distal end and a longitudinal 

axis, and 
an electrode extending from the distal end, said electrode 

for receiving a cautery current and comprising a ?rst 
portion extending above the longitudinal axis and a 
second portion extending beloW the longitudinal axis, 
said ?rst and second portions forming a substantially 
circular loop and said ?rst and second portions being 
electrically insulated from each other for being ener 
giZed separately. 

4. An electrocautery probe according to claim 3, Wherein 
said at least one arm comprises a ?rst conductive arm having 
a proximal end, a distal end, and a ?rst longitudinal axis, and 

a second conductive arm having a proximal end, a distal 
end, and a second longitudinal axis, said ?rst and 
second longitudinal axes de?ning a plane, Wherein 

said ?rst portion extends above said plane and said second 
portion extends beloW said plane. 

* * * * * 


