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154(a)(2)- [57] ABSTRACT 

[21] APPL No, 08/774,013 A computer monitor hood comprises top, left side and right 
side shading panels each having an outwardly facing 

[22] Filed: Dec. 26, 1996 surface, a monitor facing surface, front, rear, left and right 
side edges. AcounterWeight receiving portion is disposed on 

Related U-S- Application Data the computer monitor and has a ?rst slip-resistant surface. A 
_ _ _ _ _ counterweight having a second slip-resistant surface is 

[63] contlnuatlon'ln'part of apphcanon N°~ 08/488908: Jun~ 9: selectively manually placeable in any one of a plurality of 
1995, P61. NO. 5,589,985. . . . . . front-to-rear positions on the counterweight receiving 
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[52] US. Cl. ........................................... .. 359/609; 359/601 being in eeeperetihg engagement one With the ether 59 as to 
[58] Field Of Search ................................... .. 359/601—612, retain the counterweight in any seleeted pesitieh, thereby 

359/808, 819; 348/834, 842; 361/684_686, balancing the computer monitor hood at a selected position 
729; 267/26, 100404, 110_113, 115_158, on the computer monitor such that the top, left side, and right 
275; 312/3191, 3192; 24/457, 535, 541; side shading panels each project forWardly from the front of 

24808931, 29211, 29213 the computer monitor, at the respective of the top, left side, 
and right side surfaces of the computer monitor, so as to 

[56] References Cited shade the screen of the computer monitor. In another 
embodiment, the top shading panel includes a substantially 

U-S- PATENT DOCUMENTS rigid external layer, and a compliant layer of easily displace 
3,062,917 11/1962 R056 ...................................... .. 348/842 able material disposed on the top Shading PanelOpposite/1he 
3,606,525 9/1971 Landree ................................ .. 267/155 outwardly facing Surface, Which Compliant layer Conforms 
4,444,465 4/1984 Giulie et a], __ 359/601 to the shape of the contacted portion of the monitor, thereby 
4,569,572 2/1986 Kopich .... .. .. 359/601 receiving the monitor in seated relation, thus keeping the 
4,784,468 11/1988 Tierney 359/601 monitor hood in place. In yet another embodiment, a elastic 
4,865,420 9/1989 Schmidt ................................ .. 359/601 member or a Spring member biases the left and right Shading 
5,069,529 12/1991 Takahashi ............................. .. 359/601 

5,101,298 3/1992 LentZ et a1. 359/612 
5,121,253 6/1992 Waintroob 359/601 
5,233,468 8/1993 McNulty 359/601 
5,237,453 8/1993 Jones .. 359/601 1 Claim, 12 Drawing Sheets 

panels into frictional contact With said left and right side 
surfaces of the monitor. 
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COMPUTER MONITOR HOOD 

CROSS REFERENCE 

This application is a Continuation-In-Part of application 
Ser. No. 08/488,908 ?led Jun. 9, 1995, now US. Pat. No. 
5,589,985. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to computer monitor hoods for 
shading the screen of a computer monitor from ambient 
light. More particularly, this invention relates to computer 
monitor hoods Which are not attached or ?xed to the 

monitor; but Whose placement and/or balance, When in place 
on a computer monitor, can be adjusted. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

It is common in offices, and other environments Where 
computers are used, to have reasonably intense light from 
overhead lighting ?xtures and WindoWs, in order to suf? 
ciently illuminate an of?ce. Due to the intensity of this light, 
and also due to the location of overhead lighting ?xtures and 
WindoWs, the light is often perceived as glare on a computer 
monitor screen. This glare can make it dif?cult, if not 
impossible, to see the computer monitor screen properly. It 
is, therefore, necessary to preclude as much of this light as 
possible from reaching the computer monitor screen in such 
a manner that it is re?ected off the screen as glare. 

In many instances, it may be possible to close curtains or 
blinds over a WindoW in order to block much of the 
glare-causing emanating from a WindoW; hoWever, this 
reduces the amount of ambient light in the room, Which 
might be unacceptable. It is generally not possible to block 
out the light from overhead lighting ?xtures, but it is 
possible to turn off the overhead lights. HoWever, even this 
step is often unacceptable. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

US. Pat. No. 5,121,253 to WAINTROOB discloses a 
visor for a computer monitor Wherein the visor has a left 
Wall, a right Wall, and a top Wall, and the visor is attached 
to a computer monitor by means of VELCROTM or other 
hook and loop tWo-part fastening devices, Which is highly 
disadvantageous, as it requires permanent attachment of one 
portion of the VELCROTM to the computer monitor. The 
position of the visor on a computer monitor is only very 
slightly adjustable, depending on the Width of the 
VELCROTM, or on the amount of VELCROTM used, Which 
is also disadvantageous, since it is necessary to be able to 
adjust a visor in order to properly shield the computer 
monitor screen from glare. It is also important to be able to 
permit proper placement on a variety of computer monitors, 
Which is not readily achievable by WAINTROOB. 
Particularly, it is highly desirable to be able to angularly 
adjust the visor by tilting the visor doWnWardly at its front 
such that the front edge of the visor is loWer than the top 
edge of the computer monitor. Such angular adjustment of 
the visor is not taught in the WAINTROOB patent. 
US. Pat. No. 5,243,463, also to WAINTROOB, is a 

Continuation-In-Part of the earlier patent, having all of the 
same disadvantageous features. 
US. Pat. No. 5,233,468 to McNULTY discloses a com 

puter hood that also has a left Wall, a right Wall, and a top 
Wall. This computer hood attaches to a computer monitor by 
means of a retaining device in the form of a pair of clips 
extends outWardly at right angles to each of the left and right 
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2 
side Walls at the bottom thereof, such that each clip engages 
a loWer front portion of the front of the monitor. 
Additionally, a back Wall catches a rear-facing surface of the 
monitor, so as to keep the visor in place. The position of the 
visor on a computer monitor, including the angular 
orientation, is not adjustable in terms of position, Which is 
greatly disadvantageous, as discussed above. 
US. Pat. No. 5,237,453 to JONES discloses a light 

absorbing visor for video display monitors, Wherein a thin 
?exible sheet of plastic such as polyvinylchloride is curved 
and otherWise shaped to conform to the tWo sides and top of 
a computer monitor. The visor is secured to the monitor by 
means of an adhesive strip on the visor, or alternatively by 
VELCROTM, and is therefore not adjustable in terms of 
positioning. It is not taught in the Jones patent to angularly 
adjust the visor on the monitor. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
computer monitor hood that is placeable on a computer 
monitor Without being attached to the computer monitor. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
computer monitor hood that is readily adjustable in terms of 
fore-aft and angular placement on a computer monitor. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance With one aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a computer monitor hood for use in 
conjunction With a computer monitor having a top surface, 
left and right side surfaces, and a forWardly facing screen. 
The computer monitor hood comprises a top shading panel 
having a front edge, a rear edge, left and right side edges, an 
outWardly facing surface, and a monitor facing surface. Left 
and right side shading panels each have an outWardly facing 
surface, a monitor facing surface, front, rear, top and bottom 
edges, and are operatively attached at their respective top 
edges to the top shading panel at the left and right side edges 
thereof, respectively, so as to depend therefrom. Afront-to 
rear main axis is generally centrally disposed along the top 
shading panel. A counterWeight receiving portion is dis 
posed on the computer monitor and has a ?rst slip-resistant 
surface. There is at least one counterWeight of Weight to 
balance the computer monitor hood, Which counterWeight 
has a second slip-resistant surface. The at least one coun 
terWeight is selectively manually placeable in any one of a 
plurality of front-to-rear positions on the counterWeight 
receiving portion, With the ?rst and second high friction 
surfaces being in cooperating engagement one With the other 
so as to retain the counterWeight in any selected position, 
thereby permitting balancing of the computer monitor hood 
at a selected position on the computer monitor such that the 
top, left side, and right side shading panels each project 
forWardly from the front of the computer monitor, at the 
respective of the top, left side, and right side surfaces of the 
computer monitor, so as to shade the screen of the computer 
monitor. 

In accordance With another aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a computer monitor hood for use 
in conjunction With a computer monitor having a top 
surface, left and right side surfaces, and a forWardly facing 
screen. The computer monitor hood comprises a top shading 
panel having an outWardly facing surface, a monitor facing 
surface, front, rear, left and right side edges, and includes a 
substantially rigid external layer, and a compliant layer of 
easily displaceable material disposed on the top shading 
panel adjacent the monitor facing surface. Left and right side 
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shading panels each having an outwardly facing surface, a 
monitor facing surface, front, rear, top and bottom edges, 
and being operatively attached at their respective top edges 
to the top shading panel at the left and right side edges 
thereof, respectively, so as to depend from the respective 
side edge thereof. A front-to-rear main aXis is generally 
centrally disposed along the top shading panel. When the 
computer monitor hood is in place on the computer monitor, 
a portion of the monitor facing surface of the top shading 
panel rests on a contacted portion of the top surface of the 
monitor, and a portion of the compliant layer conforms to the 
shape of the contacted portion of the monitor and the 
contacted portion of the monitor is received in seated 
relation, thereby permitting placement of the computer 
monitor hood at a selected position on the computer monitor 
such that the top, left side, and right side shading panels each 
project forWardly from the front of the computer monitor, at 
the respective of the top, left side, and right side surfaces of 
the computer monitor, so as to shade the screen of the 
computer monitor. 

In accordance With yet another aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a computer monitor hood for use 
in conjunction With a computer monitor having a top 
surface, left and right side surfaces, and a forWardly facing 
screen. The computer monitor hood comprises a top shading 
panel having an outWardly facing surface, a monitor facing 
surface, front, rear, left and right side edges. Left and right 
side shading panels each have an outWardly facing surface, 
a monitor facing surface, front, rear, top and bottom edges, 
and are operatively attached at their respective top edges to 
the top shading panel at the left and right side edges thereof, 
respectively, so as to each depend from the respective side 
edge thereof. Afront-to-rear main aXis is generally centrally 
disposed along the top shading panel. A biasing means is 
operatively connected betWeen the left side shading panel 
and the right side shading panel so as to bias the left and 
right shading panels toWard each other. When the computer 
monitor hood is in place on the computer monitor, a portion 
of the monitor facing surface of the top shading panel rests 
on a contacted portion of the top surface of the monitor, and 
the biasing means biases the left and right shading panels 
into frictional contact With the left and right side surfaces, 
respectively, thereby permitting placement of the computer 
monitor hood at a selected position on the computer monitor 
such that the top, left side, and right side shading panels each 
project forWardly from the front of the computer monitor, at 
the respective of the top, left side, and right side surfaces of 
the computer monitor, so as to shade the screen of the 
computer monitor. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The novel features Which are believed to be characteristic 
of the present invention, as to its structure, organiZation, use 
and method of operation, together With further objectives 
and advantages thereof, Will be better understood from the 
folloWing draWings in Which a presently preferred embodi 
ment of the invention Will noW be illustrated by Way of 
eXample. It is expressly understood, hoWever, that the draW 
ings are for the purpose of illustration and description only 
and are not intended as a de?nition of the limits of the 
invention. Embodiments of this invention Will noW be 
described by Way of eXample in association With the accom 
panying draWings in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a computer monitor With 
a ?rst preferred embodiment of the computer monitor hood 
of the present invention in place thereon; 

FIG. 2 is a top plan vieW of the computer monitor hood 
of FIG. 1 in a ?at, open con?guration; 
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FIG. 3 is a top plan vieW of the computer monitor of FIG. 

1 in a folded con?guration, adapted for storage or transport; 
FIG. 4 is a side elevational vieW of the computer monitor 

hood of FIG. 1 in place on a computer monitor, With the 
computer monitor hood projecting slightly outWardly from 
the front of the computer monitor; 

FIG. 5 is a side elevational vieW of the computer monitor 
hood of FIG. 1 in place on a computer monitor, With the 
computer monitor hood projecting signi?cantly outWardly 
from the front of the computer monitor and angled slightly 
doWnWardly; 

FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of a slip resistant surfaces on 
an alternative embodiment computer monitor hood and 
counter Weight; 

FIG. 7 is a side elevational vieW of the alternative 
embodiment computer monitor hood according to FIG. 6; 

FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW of another alternative 
embodiment computer monitor hood; 

FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW of yet another alternative 
embodiment computer monitor hood; 

FIG. 10 is a perspective vieW of yet another alternative 
embodiment computer monitor hood; 

FIG. 11 is a side elevational vieW of yet another alterna 
tive embodiment computer monitor hood; 

FIG. 12 is a perspective vieW of a computer monitor With 
a second preferred embodiment of the computer monitor 
hood of the present invention in place thereon; 

FIG. 13 is a top plan vieW of the computer monitor hood 
of FIG. 12 in a ?at, open con?guration; 

FIG. 14 is a top plan vieW of the computer monitor of FIG. 
12 in a folded con?guration, adapted for storage or transport; 

FIG. 15 is a side elevational vieW of the computer monitor 
and computer monitor hood of FIG. 12, With the computer 
monitor hood taken shoWn in section, taken along section 
line 15—15 of FIG. 12; 

FIG. 16 is a partially cut-aWay front elevational vieW of 
the computer monitor and computer monitor hood of FIG. 
12; 

FIG. 17 is a side elevational vieW of the computer monitor 
and an alternative embodiment computer monitor hood; 

FIG. 18 is a perspective vieW of a computer monitor With 
a third preferred embodiment of the computer monitor hood 
of the present invention in place thereon; 

FIG. 19 is a top plan vieW of the computer monitor hood 
of FIG. 18 in a ?at, open con?guration; 

FIG. 20 is a top plan vieW of the computer monitor of FIG. 
18 in a folded con?guration, adapted for storage or transport; 

FIG. 21 is a front elevational vieW of the computer 
monitor and computer monitor hood of FIG. 18; 

FIG. 22 is a rear elevational vieW of the computer monitor 
and computer monitor hood of FIG. 18; 

FIG. 23 is a side elevational vieW of the computer monitor 
and computer monitor hood of FIG. 18; 

FIG. 24 is a rear elevational vieW of the computer monitor 
and an alternative embodiment computer monitor hood; and 

FIG. 25 is a rear elevational vieW of the computer monitor 
and another alternative embodiment computer monitor 
hood. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Reference Will noW be made to FIGS. 1 through 5, Which 
shoW the ?rst preferred embodiment computer monitor hood 
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30 of the present invention in place on a computer monitor 
20 having a top surface 22, a left side surface 24, a right side 
surface 26, and a forwardly facing screen 28. 

The computer monitor hood 30 comprises a substantially 
planar top shading panel 32, having a front edge 34, a rear 
edge 36, left and right side edges 38, 39, an outWardly facing 
surface 33, and a monitor facing surface 35. In the ?rst 
preferred embodiment as shoWn, the left side edge 38 and 
the right side edge 39 of the top shading panel 32 are parallel 
one With the other. The top shading panel 32 should be Wide 
enough to span across the Width of conventional ?fteen inch 
monitors, or even seventeen inch monitors. Further, the rear 
portion of the top shading panel 32 may include a screened 
or perforated portion to permit heat vented from the rear 
portion of the monitor to pass therethrough. Alternatively, a 
short spur depending from the top shading panel 32 may be 
included to prevent the computer monitor hood 30 from 
becoming angled doWnWardly at the back When the com 
puter monitor hood 30 is not in use and is pushed toWard the 
rear of the computer monitor 20. 

Substantially planar left and right side shading panels 40 
and 41 are af?Xed to the top shading panel 32 so as to depend 
from the left and right edges 38, 39 thereof, respectively. 
Preferably, the left and right side shading panels 40 and 41 
are disposed in generally vertically oriented relation to the 
top shading panel 32, so as to be juxtaposed to the respective 
of the left and right side surfaces 24 and 26 of the computer 
monitor 20. The left side shading panel 40 has a front edge 
42, a rear edge 44, a top edge 46, a bottom edge 48, an 
outWardly facing surface 56, and a monitor facing surface 
58. Similarly, the right side shading panel 41 has a front edge 
43, a rear edge 45, a top edge 47, a bottom edge 49, an 
outWardly facing surface 57, and a monitor facing surface 
59. Preferably, the front edges 34, 42, and 43 of the left and 
right side shading panels 40 and 41 and the top shading 
panel 32 are co-planar one With the other. 

The computer monitor hood 30 has a front-to-rear main 
aXis “A” oriented in generally parallel relation to the parallel 
left and right side edges 38 and 39 of the top shading panel. 

It is preferable to have a computer monitor hood that may 
be placed on, or is generally supported by, the computer 
monitor, Without permanent attachment to the computer 
monitor, and also that is adjustable to ?t a variety of 
computer monitors and also that is adjustable in terms of 
placement on a computer monitor to provide a suitable 
amount of shading of the forWardly facing screen of the 
computer monitor, depending on the position of the over 
head lighting. 

In the ?rst preferred embodiment, in order to provide such 
a computer monitor hood 30, a counterWeight 50 is selec 
tively manually placeable on the computer monitor hood 30 
in any one of a plurality of front-to-rear positions, as Will be 
described in greater detail subsequently, so as to permit the 
counterWeight 50 to balance the computer monitor hood 30 
on the computer monitor 20. Proper balancing of the com 
puter monitor hood 30 is important as the computer monitor 
hood 30 must eXtend forWardly from the front of the 
computer monitor 20 so as to shade the forWardly facing 
screen 28 of the computer monitor 20, Which forWard 
extension tends to cause a forWard imbalance of the com 
puter monitor hood 30. It is also highly desirable to have the 
front edge 34 of the top shading panel 32 situated so as to 
be as loW as is needed to provide as much shading as 
possible for the screen 28. The computer monitor hood 30 is 
placeable on the computer monitor 20 in angularly adjust 
able relation so as to permit the front edge 34 to be generally 
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6 
aligned With the top of the screen 28. Such alignment Will, 
of course, be dependent on the speci?c user sitting in front 
of the computer monitor 20. The computer monitor hood 30 
must therefore be attached or supported in some stable 
manner, such that it Will remain in place during use, When 
the computer monitor hood 30 is placed slightly forWardly 
on a computer monitor 20, as shoWn in FIG. 4, and also 
When placed more forWardly on a computer monitor 20, as 
shoWn in FIG. 5. 

In the ?rst preferred embodiment, the counterWeight 50 is 
selectively manually placeable on the computer monitor 
hood 30 in any one of a plurality of front-to-rear positions 
on a counterWeight receiving portion 31. The counterWeight 
receiving portion 31 is disposed on the outWardly facing 
surface 33 of the top shading panel 32, and has a ?rst 
slip-resistant surface 31a thereon, Which slip-resistant sur 
face 31a may be made from a high friction material such as 
natural or synthetic rubber, sponge rubber, or rough cloth 
material such as felt, among others. The counterWeight 
receiving portion 31 is preferably generally centrally located 
on the outWardly facing surface 33 of the top shading panel 
32 so as to be oriented in a direction generally parallel to the 
front-to-rear main aXis “A”. 

The counterWeight 50 has a second slip-resistant surface 
53 disposed thereon, Which second slip-resistant surface 53 
may also be made from a high friction material such as 
natural or synthetic rubber, sponge rubber, or rough cloth 
material such as felt, among others. 

When the counterWeight 50 is manually placed on the 
counterWeight receiving portion 31, in any one of said 
plurality of front-to-rear positions, the ?rst slip-resistant 
surface 31a and second slip-resistant surface 53 are in 
cooperating engagement one With the other. In this manner, 
the ?rst 31a and second 53 slip-resistant surfaces retain the 
counterWeight 50 in any selected position. The counter 
Weight 50 may of course be manually moved and placed at 
any selected one of said plurality of front-to-rear positions, 
as desired, at any time. Such selective placement of the 
counterWeight 50 to any one of a plurality of front-to-rear 
positions along the counterWeight receiving portion 31 on 
the top shading panel 32 thereby permits the computer 
monitor hood 30 to be balanced at a selected position on the 
computer monitor 20 such that the top shading panel 32, the 
left side shading panel 40, and the right side shading panel 
41 each project forWardly from the front of the computer 
monitor 20, at the respective of the top surface 22, the left 
side surface 24, and the right side surface 26. In this manner, 
the forWardly facing screen 28 of the computer monitor 20 
is shaded by the top shading panel 32, the left side shading 
panel 40, and the right side shading panel 41. Typically, at 
this selected position, the computer monitor hood 30 is 
positioned as far forWardly as reasonably possible and is 
tilted doWnWardly at the front such the front edge 34 thereof 
is generally aligned With the top of the screen 28, so as to 
shade the screen 28 of the computer monitor 20 as much as 
possible, as balanced by the counterWeight 50. It can be seen 
that the computer monitor hood 30 Would not stay in place 
on the computer monitor 20, in a manner as described above, 
Without the balancing action of the counterWeight 50. 

In order to help retain the computer monitor hood 30 in 
place on the computer monitor 20, it is preferable to have the 
monitor facing surface 35 of the top shading panel 32 be of 
a soft, high friction material, such as sponge rubber or the 
like. 

In order to provide for easy storage and transportation of 
the computer monitor hood 30, the left side shading panel 40 
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and the right side shading panel 41 are foldable outwardly 
respective in-use shading positions so as to make the com 
puter monitor hood 30 ?at, as can be seen in FIG. 2, and are 
then foldably movable over the top shading panel 32 to 
respective storage positions, as can be seen in FIG. 3. 

In an alternative embodiment of the ?rst preferred 
embodiment, as depicted in FIGS. 6 and 7, the ?rst slip 
resistant surface 70 and the second slip-resistant surface 72 
each comprise a squared pattern of juxtaposed four sided 
pyramids 74, as can best be seen in FIG. 6. The pyramids 74 
are each shaped so as to cooperatingly inter?t one With the 
other, as can best be seen in FIG. 7. 

In another alternative embodiment of the ?rst preferred 
embodiment, as depicted in FIG. 8, it is contemplated that 
the counterWeight 80 comprises a pliable slip-resistant fabric 
material outer shell 82 having a second slip-resistant surface 
84, and retaining therein an amount of fragmentary material 
86, such as dried beans, shot, sand, and so on. The coun 
terWeight 80 may be placed in any one of a plurality of 
front-to-rear positions on the counterWeight receiving por 
tion 31 in order to properly balance the computer monitor 
hood 30 on a computer monitor (not shoWn), With the ?rst 
slip-resistant surface 31a and the second slip-resistant sur 
face 84 being in cooperating engagement one With the other, 
so as to retain the counterWeight 80 in any selected position, 
in a manner analogous to that describe in the ?rst preferred 
embodiment. 

In yet another alternative embodiment of the ?rst pre 
ferred embodiment, as depicted in FIG. 9, it is contemplated 
that a counterWeight receiving extension portion 92 extend 
ing rearWardly from the rear edge 94 of the top shading 
panel 96 of the computer monitor hood 90, could be 
included. The extension portion 92 Would be constructed 
and otherWise adapted to receive the counterWeight 98 in 
selectively movable relation thereon. As depicted, the elon 
gate strip 99 of the one component of the hook and loop 
fastening system on the top shading panel 96 of the com 
puter monitor hood 90 extends onto the counterWeight 
receiving extension portion 92. 

In yet another alternative embodiment of the ?rst pre 
ferred embodiment, as is depicted in FIG. 10, it is contem 
plated that the counterWeight 102 of the computer monitor 
100 could be operatively mounted for slidable movement 
Within an elongate track 104, Which elongate track 104 is 
generally parallel to the main axis “A” of the computer 
monitor hood 100. The counterWeight 102 has a guide 
portion 106 that engages the elongate track 104 so as to 
permit the counterWeight 102 to slide therealong and also to 
preclude the counterWeight 102 from being removed from 
the elongate track 104. The counterWeight 102 has a second 
slip-resistant surface 108 disposed on an undersurface 109, 
Which second slip-resistant surface 108 engages the ?rst 
slip-resistant surface 101 on the counterWeight receiving 
portion 103, so as to retain the counterWeight 102 in any 
selected place along the elongate track 104. 

In still another alternative embodiment of the ?rst pre 
ferred embodiment, as is depicted in FIG. 11, it is contem 
plated that the front edges 111, 113 of the left and right side 
shading panels 112, 114, respectively, of the computer 
monitor hood 110 could are oriented at an angle of about 
110° With respect to the respective top edges 115, 116 of the 
respective left and right side shading panels 112, 114. In this 
manner, the bottom portion of screen 28 of the computer 
monitor 20 is shaded When the computer monitor hood 110 
is tilted doWnWardly at its front. 

In a further alternative embodiment, it is contemplated 
that the counterWeight could be decorative in nature, so as 
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to permit aesthetic enhancement and personaliZing of the 
computer monitor hood of the present invention. 

Reference Will noW be made to FIGS. 12 through 16, 
Which shoW the second preferred embodiment of the com 
puter monitor hood 120 of the present invention. The 
computer monitor hood 120 is also for use in conjunction 
With the computer monitor 20, having a top surface 22, a left 
side surface 24, a right side surface 26, and a forWardly 
facing screen 28. The computer monitor hood 120 comprises 
a top shading panel 122 having an outWardly facing surface 
123, a monitor facing surface 124, a front edge 125, a rear 
edge 126, and substantially parallel left and right side edges 
128, 129. 
A left side shading panel 140 has an outWardly facing 

surface 142, a monitor facing surface 144, a front edge 146, 
a rear edge 148, a top edge 150 and a bottom edge 152. 
Similarly, a right side shading panel 141 has an outWardly 
facing surface 143, a monitor facing surface 145, a front 
edge 147, a rear edge 149, a top edge 151 and a bottom edge 
153. The substantially planar left and right side shading 
panels 140 and 141 are operatively attached at their respec 
tive top edges 150, 151 to the top shading panel 122 at the 
left and right side edges 128, 129 of the top shading panel 
122, respectively, so as to each depend from the respective 
side edge 128, 129 thereof. Preferably, the left and right side 
shading panels 140 and 141 are disposed in generally 
vertically oriented relation so as to be juxtaposed to the 
respective of the left and right side surfaces 24 and 26 of the 
computer monitor 20. 

In order to provide for easy storage and transportation of 
the computer monitor hood 120, the left side shading panel 
140 and the right side shading panel 141 are foldably 
movable betWeen respective in-use shading positions and 
respective storage positions. When the computer monitor 
hood 120 is in use, the left and right side shading panels 140, 
141 are disposed in their respective in-use shading positions, 
as is best seen in FIG. 12. From their respective in-use 
shading positions, the left and right side shading panels 140, 
141 are foldably movable outWardly to intermediate 
positions, as can be seen in FIG. 13. The left and right side 
shading panels 140, 141 are then foldably movable over the 
outWardly facing surface 123 of the top shading panel 122 
such that the left and right side shading panels 140, 141 are 
disposed in their respective storage positions, as can best be 
seen in FIG. 14. 

When the computer monitor hood 120 is in place on the 
computer monitor 20, and the left side shading panel 140 
and the right side shading panel 141 are in their respective 
in-use shading positions, the front edges 125, 146, 147 of 
each of the top shading panel 122, the left side shading panel 
140, and the right side shading panel 141 are co-planar one 
front edge With the other. 
The overall form and rigidity of the top shading panel 122 

is obtained by inclusion of a substantially rigid external 
layer 130, made from cardboard, plastic, or the like. Apliant 
monitor-contacting layer 132, made from a high friction 
material such as natural or synthetic rubber, or rough cloth 
material such as felt, among others, comes into intimate 
contact With a portion of the top surface 22 of the computer 
monitor 20, When the computer monitor hood 120 is place 
on the computer monitor 20. An intermediate layer 134 of 
easily displaceable material is disposed betWeen the sub 
stantially rigid external layer 130 and the monitor-contacting 
layer 132. In the second preferred embodiment as described, 
the easily displaceable material comprises loose fractional 
material, preferably fragments of overall dimension less 
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than about 1.0 cm. Various suitable types of materials may 
be used, including, but not limited to styrofoam, dried beans, 
thermal-plastics, thermal-setting plastics, Wood chips, rice, 
sand, and stones, among others. Optionally, the left and right 
side panels 140, 141 may also each include respective 
substantially rigid eXternal layers 162, 163 a pliant monitor 
contacting layers 164, 165 and intermediate layers 166, 167, 
of easily displaceable material disposed betWeen the respec 
tive external layers 162, 163 and the respective monitor 
contacting layers 164, 165. Typically, the same materials are 
used for the layers of the left and right side panels 140, 141 
as are used for the top panel 122. 

The computer monitor hood 120 has a front-to-rear main 
aXis “B” oriented in generally parallel relation to the parallel 
left and right side edges 128 and 129 of the top shading panel 
122. 

As can be best seen in FIG. 15, When the computer 
monitor hood 120 is in place on the computer monitor 20 
such that the monitor facing surface 124 contacts the top 
surface 22 of the computer monitor 20, a portion of the pliant 
monitor-contacting layer 132 of the top shading panel 122 
rests on a contacted portion of the top surface 22 of the 
computer monitor 20, an adjacent portion of the intermedi 
ate layer 134 of easily displaceable material displaces sub 
stantially so as to conform to the shape of the contacted 
portion of the computer monitor 20. Further, the portion of 
the pliant monitor-contacting layer 132 substantially con 
forms to the shape of the contacted portion of the computer 
monitor 20 such that the contacted portion of thecomputer 
monitor 20 is received in seated relation by the top shading 
panel 122. 

Also, as can be best seen in FIG. 16, When the computer 
monitor hood 120 is in place on the computer monitor 20, 
the monitor facing surfaces 144, 145 of the left and right side 
shading panels 140, 141 contact the left and right side 
surfaces 24, 26 respectively. Accordingly, portions of the 
pliant monitor-contacting layers 164, 165 of the left and 
right shading panels 140, 141 press against contacted por 
tions of the left side surface 24 and the right side surface 26 
of the computer monitor 20. An adjacent portion of each 
intermediate layer 166, 167 of easily displaceable material 
displaces substantially so as to conform to the shape of the 
respective contacted portion of the computer monitor 20. 
Further, the contacting portions of the pliant monitor 
contacting layers 164, 165 substantially conform to the 
shape of the respective contacted portions of the computer 
monitor 20 such that the contacted portions of the computer 
monitor 20 are received in seated relation by the left and 
right shading panels 140, 141. 

In the above described manner, placement of the com 
puter monitor hood 120 is permitted at a selected position on 
the computer monitor 20 such that the top shading panel 
122, the left side shading panel 140, and the right side 
shading panel 141 each project forWardly from the front of 
the computer monitor 20, at the respective of the top surface 
22, left side 24, and right side surface 26 of the computer 
monitor 20, so as to shade the screen 28 of the computer 
monitor 20. 

It can be seen that the computer monitor hood 30 Would 
not stay in place on the computer monitor 20, in a manner 
as described above, Without the conforming action of the 
intermediate layers 134, 166, and 167. 

In an alternative embodiment of the second preferred 
embodiment, as is depicted in FIG. 17, it is contemplated 
that the front edges 171, 173 of the left and right side 
shading panels 172, 174, respectively, of the computer 
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monitor hood 170 could are oriented at an angle of about 
110° With respect to the respective top edges 175, 176 of the 
respective left and right side shading panels 172, 174. In this 
manner, the bottom portion of screen 28 of the computer 
monitor 20 is shaded When the computer monitor hood 170 
is tilted doWnWardly at its front. 

Reference Will noW be made to FIGS. 18 through 23 
Which shoW the third preferred embodiment of the computer 
monitor hood 180 of the present invention. The computer 
monitor hood 180 is also for use in conjunction With the 
computer monitor 20, having a top surface 22, a left side 
surface 24, a right side surface 26, and a forWardly facing 
screen 28. The computer monitor hood 180 comprises a top 
shading panel 182 having an outWardly facing surface 183, 
a monitor facing surface 184, a front edge 185, a rear edge 
186, and substantially parallel left and right side edges 188, 
189. 

A left side shading panel 190 has an outWardly facing 
surface 192, a monitor facing surface 194, a front edge 196, 
a rear edge 198, a top edge 200, and a bottom edge 202. 
Similarly, a right side shading panel 191 has an outWardly 
facing surface 193, a monitor facing surface 195, a front 
edge 197, a rear edge 199, a top edge 201, and a bottom edge 
203. The substantially planar left and right side shading 
panels 190, 191 are operatively attached at their respective 
top edges 200, 201 to the top shading panel 182 at the left 
and right side edges 188, 189 of the top shading panel 182, 
respectively, so as to each depend from the respective side 
edge 188, 189 thereof. Preferably, the left and right side 
shading panels 190, 191 are disposed in generally vertically 
oriented relation so as to be juXtaposed to the respective of 
the left and right side surfaces 24, 26 of the computer 
monitor 20. 

In order to provide for easy storage and transportation of 
the computer monitor hood 180, the left side shading panel 
190 and the right side shading panel 191 are foldably 
movable betWeen respective in-use shading positions and 
respective storage positions. When the computer monitor 
hood 180 is in use, the left and right side shading panels 190, 
191 are disposed in their respective in-use shading positions, 
as is best seen in FIG. 18. From their respective in-use 
shading positions, the left and right side shading panels 190, 
191 are foldable movable outWardly to intermediate 
positions, as can be seen in FIG. 19. The left and right side 
shading panels 190, 191 are then foldably movable over the 
outWardly facing surface 183 of the top shading panel 182 
such that the left and right side shading panels 190, 191 are 
disposed in their respective storage positions, as can best be 
seen in FIG. 20. 

A biasing means comprising an elastic member 210, 
having a ?rst end 211 and a second end 212, is operatively 
connected betWeen the left side shading panel 190 and the 
right side shading panel 191. In the embodiment as shoWn 
in FIGS. 18 through 23, the elastic member 210 is connected 
at its ?rst end 211 to the left side shading panel 190 adjacent 
the rear edge 198 and adjacent the bottom edge 202 through 
an aperture 214, Whereat the ?rst end 211 is tied in a knot. 
Similarly, the elastic member 210 is connected at its second 
end 212 to the right side shading panel 191 adjacent its rear 
edge 199 and its bottom edge 203 through an aperture 215, 
Whereat the second end 212 is tied in a knot. In this manner, 
the left and right side shading panels 190, 191 are biased 
toWards each other. 

When the computer monitor hood 180 is in place on the 
computer monitor 20, a portion of the monitor facing surface 
184 of the top shading panel 182 rests on a contacted portion 
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of the top surface 22 of the computer monitor 20. The elastic 
member 210 biases the left and right side shading panels 
190, 191 into frictional contact With the left and right side 
surfaces 24, 26 of the computer monitor 20, respectively. In 
this manner, placement of the computer monitor hood 180 is 
permitted at a selected position on the computer monitor 20, 
such that the top shading panel 180, the left side shading 
panel 190, and the right side shading panel 191 each project 
forWardly from the front of the computer monitor 20, at the 
respective of the top surface 22, the left side surface 24, and 
the right side surface 26 of the computer monitor 20, so as 
to shade the forWardly facing screen 28 of the computer 
monitor 20. 

It can be seen that the computer monitor hood 180 Would 
not stay in place on the computer monitor 20 in a manner as 
described above, Without being held in place by the left and 
right side shading panels 190, 191 being biased against the 
left and right side surfaces 24, 26, respectively, of the 
computer monitor 20. 

In order to help retain the computer monitor hood 180 in 
place on the computer monitor 20, it is preferable to have the 
monitor facing surfaces 184, 194, 195 be of a soft, high 
friction material, such as sponge rubber or the like. 

In an alternative embodiment of the third preferred 
embodiment, as depicted in FIG. 24, the biasing means 
comprises a coil spring member 217 having a ?rst end 218 
and a second end 219. The coil spring member is connected 
at its ?rst end 218 to the left side shading panel 190, through 
aperture 214, and is connected at its second end 219 to the 
right side shading panel 191, through aperture 215. 

In another alternative embodiment of the third preferred 
embodiment, as depicted in FIG. 25, the biasing means 
comprises a ?rst torsion coil spring 220 and a second torsion 
coil spring 230. The ?rst torsion coil spring 220 has a ?rst 
arm portion 221 and a second arm portion 222. Similarly, the 
second torsion coil spring 230 has a ?rst arm portion 231 and 
a second arm portion 232. The ?rst arm portion 221 of the 
?rst torsion coil spring 220 is inserted into a cooperating 
socket 224 in the left side shading panel 190 and the second 
arm portion 222 of the ?rst torsion coil spring 220 is inserted 
into a cooperating socket 225 in the top shading panel 180. 
Similarly, the ?rst arm portion 231 of the second torsion coil 
spring 230 is inserted into a cooperating socket 234 in the 
right side shading panel 191 and the second arm portion 232 
of the second torsion coil spring 230 is inserted into a 
cooperating socket 235 in the top shading panel 180. The 
?rst and second arm portions 221, 222, 231, 232 of the ?rst 
torsion coil spring 220 and the second torsion coil spring 230 
are thereby operatively connected to the appropriate shading 
panel. 

In this above described manner, the left side shading panel 
190 and the right side shading panel 191 are each biased 
toWards each other so as to bias the left and right side 
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shading panels 190, 191 into frictional contact With the left 
side surface 24 and the right side surface 26, respectively, of 
the computer monitor 20. 

Other modi?cations and alterations may be used in the 
design and manufacture of the apparatus of the present 
invention Without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
accompanying claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A computer monitor hood for use in conjunction With 

a computer monitor having a top surface, left and right side 
surfaces, and a forWardly facing screen, said computer 
monitor hood comprising: 

a top shading panel having an outWardly facing surface, 
a monitor facing surface, front, rear, left and right side 
edges; 

left and right side shading panels each having an out 
Wardly facing surface, a monitor facing surface, front, 
rear, top and bottom edges, and being operatively 
attached at their respective top edges to said top shad 
ing panel at said left and right side edges thereof, 
respectively, so as to each depend from the respective 
side edge thereof; and 

a front-to-rear main axis; 
biasing means operatively connected betWeen said left 

side shading panel and said right side shading panel so 
as to bias said left and right shading panels toWard each 
other; 

Wherein said biasing means comprises a ?rst spring 
member having a ?rst arm portion operatively con 
nected in non-sliding relation to said left side shading 
panel and a second arm portion operatively connected 
in non-sliding relation to said top shading panel, and a 
second spring member having a ?rst arm portion opera 
tively connected in non-sliding relation to said right 
side shading panel and a second arm portion opera 
tively connected in non-sliding relation to said top 
shading panel; and 

Whereby, When said computer monitor hood is in place on 
said computer monitor, a portion of said monitor facing 
surface of said top shading panel rests on a contacted 
portion of the top surface of said monitor, and said 
biasing means biases said left and right side shading 
panels into frictional contact With said left and right 
side surfaces, respectively, thereby permitting place 
ment of said computer monitor hood at a selected 
position on the computer monitor such that said top, left 
side, and right side shading panels each project for 
Wardly from the front of the computer monitor, at the 
respective of the top, left side, and right side surfaces 
of the computer monitor, so as to shade the screen of 
the computer monitor. 

* * * * * 


