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MODEMLESS TRANSMITTER FOR TEST 
VEHICLE TRACKING SYSTEM 

FIELD OF INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to vehicle test 
systems, and more particularly to systems and methods for 
ascertaining and recording the positions of test vehicles on 
a test track. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Vehicle manufacturers test vehicles by operating the 
vehicles over test tracks. As a vehicle traverses the track, 
various parameters of the vehicle are sensed and recorded. 
For example, vehicle speed, shock absorber temperature, 
axle impact energies, and so on can be measured by sensors 
and recorded by a ?ight recorder onboard the vehicle. After 
testing, the data can be retrieved from the ?ight recorder and 
analyZed to assess the performance and construction of the 
vehicle. 

Typically, to increase the diversity of road surfaces over 
Which the vehicles are tested and to thereby promote com 
prehensive vehicle testing, the surface of a test track Will 
vary around the track. For example, the surface can vary 
from conventional asphalt to bumps, then gravel, and so on. 

It is advantageous that data obtained from dissimilar 
surfaces not be mixed. By not mixing the data, post-test 
analysis can be more rigorous and detailed in pinpointing 
potential design issues. Accordingly, it is desirable that the 
position of a test vehicle on a track be recorded along With 
the test data, so that the various data recordings can be 
correlated to the portion of the track over Which the data Was 
collected. 

Unfortunately, existing vehicle position sensing systems 
have several draWbacks. For example, obtaining vehicle 
position data over time using navigation satellites is 
possible, but unless comparatively expensive satellite navi 
gation systems are used, satellite systems render positional 
data With a precision that is insufficient for test track 
applications. Further, satellite navigation systems use a 
radiofrequency that requires line-of-sight communication be 
established betWeen the satellite and the vehicle’s satellite 
receiver, thus undesirably necessitating the use of an 
expensive, external antenna on the vehicle. Still further, the 
output of navigation satellite systems is rendered in terms of 
latitude and longitude, Which must be converted to test track 
coordinates to be useful. Such conversion undesirably com 
plicates the test analysis. Likewise, existing terrestrial posi 
tion systems are expensive, and their performance is 
unreliable, rendering them inadequate for prolonged test 
track use. 

Accordingly, the present invention recogniZes the need to 
provide a loW-cost, reliable vehicle position system for a 
vehicle test track. Moreover, the present invention recog 
niZes that such a system advantageously should be easily 
maintained. And, the present invention recogniZes that ?xed 
position beacons in such a system transmit data ef?ciently, 
using a simple, loW-cost, easily maintained transmitter sys 
tem. Additionally, the present invention recogniZes that such 
a system be compatible With a large number of existing 
vehicle ?ight recorders. Accordingly, it is an object of the 
present invention to provide a test vehicle tracking system 
for a vehicle test track. Another object of the present 
invention is to provide a test vehicle tracking system for a 
vehicle test track that is reliable and inexpensive. Still 
another object of the present invention is to provide a test 
vehicle tracking system for a vehicle test track that can be 
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2 
used With a large number of ?ight recorders, Without requir 
ing excessive hardWare modi?cation to either the ?ight 
recorder or the tracking system. Yet another object of the 
present invention is to provide a test vehicle tracking system 
that transmits binary data Without requiring excessive signal 
coding hardWare. Another object of the present invention is 
to provide a test vehicle tracking system that is easy to use 
and cost-effective. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A vehicle test system is disclosed for recording vehicle 
data from vehicles traversing a test track. The test system 
includes a plurality of locator beacons that are juxtaposed 
With the test track for transmitting location signals. Each 
beacon includes a transmitter for broadcasting a carrier 
Wave, and a microprocessor that controls the transmitter. In 
accordance With the present invention, the microprocessor 
energiZes the transmitter to indicate a ?rst logical signal and 
deenergiZes the transmitter to indicate a second logical 
signal, such that the carrier Wave remains unmodulated. 
Each beacon transmits a signal that is unique to the beacon, 
so that passing vehicles can detect beacon transmissions to 
deduce the location of the vehicle. 

In a preferred embodiment, the system includes a plurality 
of at least partially buried Well casings, and each Well casing 
holds a respective beacon. Also, each Well casing has an 
open top end that is removably engaged With a respective 
cap to cover the top end. 

With this structure, the beacon is protected from environ 
mental extremes of temperature and precipitation, and the 
beacon is also protected from damage by passing vehicles. 
Moreover, the effective gain and radiation characteristics of 
the beacon can be established by appropriately establishing 
the depth at Which the Well casing is buried. 
At least one receiver is disposable in a test vehicle on the 

test track for receiving the location signals as the receiver 
passes by the beacons, and a computer is in communication 
With the receiver for receiving position signals therefrom. A 
?ight recorder records vehicle parameters, the ?ight recorder 
being in communication With the computer for receiving 
position signals therefrom and correlating the position sig 
nals With the vehicle parameters over time. Per the present 
invention, the computer is programmed to output position 
signals to the ?ight recorder in accordance With the com 
munication protocol of the ?ight recorder. 

Each beacon preferably further includes a battery con 
nected to the transmitter and the microprocessor for ener 
giZing the battery and microprocessor. Each beacon is asso 
ciated With at least one solar cell for charging the battery. 
Moreover, each beacon includes a temperature sensor gen 
erating a temperature signal and a battery voltage sensor 
generating a battery voltage signal, and the temperature 
signal and the battery voltage signal are sent to the micro 
processor for transmission thereof in the position signal. 

With the above structure, a maintenance technician can 
drive past the beacons and intercept the voltage and tem 
perature signals to thereby easily and ef?ciently assess the 
condition of the beacons, to determine Whether maintenance 
is required. Or, the vehicle ?ight recorders can record the 
temperature and voltage information and then a technician 
can subsequently doWnload the information from the ?ight 
recorders after the test vehicles have stopped. 

In the preferred embodiment, the position signals from 
each receiver are sent to a loW pass ?lter and then to a 
discriminator, prior to being sent to the computer. Each 
position signal includes plural beacon address bytes, and a 
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position signal is not sent by the computer to the ?ight 
recorder When one address byte differs from another address 
byte in the position signal. Furthermore, each position signal 
includes a transmitted check sum, and the computer deter 
mines a received check sum based on the position signal. 
The computer does not send the position signal to the ?ight 
recorder When the transmitted check sum does not equal the 
received check sum. 

In another aspect, a computer program device medium 
includes a computer program storage device readable by a 
digital processing system and a means on the program 
storage device and embodying logic means recogniZable by 
the digital processing system for performing method steps 
for generating position signals representative of a beacon 
having a transmitter. The medium includes logic means for 
energiZing the transmitter to indicate a ?rst logical number, 
and logic means for preventing energiZation of the trans 
mitter to indicate a second logical number, such that no 
carrier frequency of the transmitter need be modulated. 

In still another aspect, a computer program device 
medium includes logic means for assigning a ?rst logical 
number to received rf energy and for assigning a second 
logical number When no rf energy is received. 

The details of the present invention, both as to its structure 
and operation, can best be understood in reference to the 
accompanying draWings, in Which like reference numerals 
refer to like parts, and in Which: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a test track of the present 

invention; 
FIG. 2 is a partial cross-sectional vieW of a transmitter 

beacon assembly of the present invention; 
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional vieW of an alternate beacon that 

uses a dipole antenna, With portions of the beacon broken 
aWay; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of the instrumentation of a 
transmitter beacon; 

FIG. 5 is a How chart of the logic of the beacon micro 
processor; 

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a position signal of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of the instrumentation of an 
onboard vehicle receiver system; and 

FIG. 8 is a How chart of the logic of the receiver computer. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring initially to FIG. 1, a vehicle test system is 
shoWn, generally designated 10, Which includes a test track 
12 having various surface segments, e.g., an asphalt surface 
segment 14, a gravel surface segment 16, a bump surface 
segment 18, and a ridged surface segment 20. Aplurality of 
position transmitter beacon assemblies 22 are ?xedly jux 
taposed With the track around the perimeter thereof, and as 
shoWn the beacon assemblies 22 advantageously are posi 
tioned betWeen the various segments 14—20 of the test track. 
One or more test vehicles 24 can be driven around the track 
12 as shoWn to receive signals from the beacons 22 and 
thereby correlate data collected by ?ight recorders that are 
onboard the vehicles 24 With the various segments 14—20 of 
the test track 12. 

FIG. 2 shoWs the details of a beacon assembly 22. A 
plastic holloW Well casing 26 includes an open top end 28 
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4 
that is selectively covered by a cap 30. The cap 30 engages 
the Well casing 26 in an interference ?t, such that the cap 30 
can be easily removed from the Well casing 26 to eXpose the 
interior thereof. As shoWn in FIG. 2, the Well casing 26 is 
partially buried in the ground, With a portion of the Well 
casing 26 protruding from the ground. 
Abeacon 32 is disposed in the Well casing 26. The beacon 

32 includes a holloW plastic housing 34 that holds the 
electrical components of the beacon 32. These components 
include a battery 36, preferably a lead acid gel-cell or eight 
“D” cells. To recharge the battery 36 and prolong its life, a 
solar panel 38 can be attached to the casing 26 above ground 
or otherWise associated With the assembly 22, and the solar 
panel 38 electrically connected to the battery 36 as shoWn. 
In one presently preferred embodiment, the solar panel 38 is 
made by SolareX and the gel-cell battery 36 is made by 
Panasonic. 

Additionally, sensors and instrumentation 40 are disposed 
in the beacon 32, and are more fully disclosed beloW. 
Moreover, the beacon 32 includes a microprocessor 42 that 
is programmed With a softWare-implemented transmitter 
module 44, the operation of Which is disclosed beloW. The 
microprocessor 42 controls a radiofrequency amplitude 
modulated transmitter 46, and the microprocessor 42 
and transmitter 46 are both energiZed by the battery 36. in 
the presently preferred embodiment, the microprocessor 42 
is a Basic Stamp II microprocessor made by ParallaX, and 
the transmitter 46 is a type TX-66 310 MHZ transmitter 
made by Ming Electronics. 

In turn, the transmitter 46 is electrically connected to an 
antenna 48 as shoWn. The antenna 48 is attached to the 
housing 34 of the beacon 32 by suitable means, e.g., by 
threadably engaging the antenna 48 (or an adaptor associ 
ated thereWith) With a fastener 50 on the housing 34. As 
shoWn, the antenna 48 eXtends above ground level Within the 
Well casing 26. 

The antenna 48 shoWn in FIG. 2 is a monopole antenna. 
If desired, to effect beam directionality and thereby reduce 
cross-talk betWeen adjacent beacons 32, a dipole antenna 52 
(FIG. 3) can be used. As shoWn, a coaXial cable 54 is 
connected to a transmitter (not shoWn) and to tWo connec 
tors 56, 58, each of Which eXtend through a housing 60 of a 
beacon that is in all other essential respects identical to the 
beacon 32 shoWn in FIG. 2. Wire loops 62, 64 are attached 
to respective connectors 56, 58 to establish the dipole 
antenna 52. 

FIG. 4 shoWs that the transmitter instrumentation 40 
includes a temperature sensor 66, preferably a type LM35 
sensor integrated circuit, for sensing the temperature inside 
the housing of the beacon 32. The temperature sensor 66 
generates a temperature signal Which is digitiZed by an 
analog to digital converter (ADC) 68, and then sent to the 
microprocessor 42. Additionally, the transmitter instrumen 
tation 40 includes a battery voltage sensor 70 Which is 
connected to the battery 36 for sensing the voltage thereof. 
The voltage sensor 70 generates a voltage signal Which is 
digitiZed by an ADC 72, and then sent to the microprocessor 
42. 

FIG. 5 shoWs the logic of the transmitter module 44. It is 
to be understood that the transmitter module 44, like the 
receiver module 100 discussed further beloW in reference to 
FIG. 8, is implemented on a device medium. In one 
embodiment, the device medium is implemented by logic 
circuits on a chip in the computer 14. Alternatively, the 
module 44 can be implemented by a circuit board (not 
shoWn), and the operative components of the module 44 
accordingly Would be electronic components on the circuit 
board. 
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It is to be still further understood that the operations of the 
modules 42, 44 described beloW in reference to FIGS. 5 and 
8 could be embodied in a device medium such as software, 
i.e., in machine-readable form and stored on a computer 
program storage device. In other Words, FIGS. 5 and 8 
illustrate the structures of the modules of the present inven 
tion as might be embodied in computer program softWare or 
in logic circuits. Those skilled in the art Will appreciate that 
FIGS. 5 and 8 illustrate the structures of computer program 
code elements that function according to this invention. 
Manifestly, the invention is practiced in its essential embodi 
ment by a machine component that renders the computer 
program code elements in a form that instructs a digital 
processing apparatus (that is, a computer) to perform a 
sequence of function steps corresponding to those shoWn in 
the Figures. 
When embodied in softWare, these instructions may 

reside on a program storage device including a data storage 
medium, such as can be found on a computer ?oppy diskette, 
on semiconductor devices, on magnetic tape, on optical 
disks, on a DASD array, on magnetic tape, on a conventional 
hard disk drive, on electronic read-only memory or on 
electronic random access memory, or other appropriate data 
storage device. In an illustrative embodiment of the 
invention, the computer-executable instructions may be 
lines of compiled PBasic language code. In any case, apart 
from the particular computer program storage device (i.e., 
?rmWare logic circuits or softWare) that embodies the mod 
ule 44 as intended by the present invention the module 44 
establishes a program means Which embodies logic means 
that are recogniZable by the microprocessor 42 to perform 
the method steps disclosed beloW. 

At block 44 the logic initialiZes, and then proceeds to 
block 76 to query the ADCs 68, 72 for the temperature and 
voltage signals, respectively. Moving to decision diamond 
78, the logic determines Whether either signal is outside of 
its previous range. If so, the logic moves to block 80 to 
update the range of the respective signal as appropriate. In 
other Words, if it is determined at decision diamond 78 that 
a signal has set a neW high or a neW loW, the high or loW 
setpoint of the parameter, as appropriate, is set at the current 
signal value. 
From block 80, or from decision diamond 78 if the test 

there Was negative, the logic moves to block 82 to assemble 
a ten-byte position signal. An eXample of such a signal 73 is 
shoWn in FIG. 6. Referring brie?y to FIG. 6, each position 
signal 32 includes three bytes respectively representative of 
beacon 32 temperature, and the maXimum and minimum 
values Which the beacon 32 temperature has in the past 
attained. Similarly, each position signal 32 includes three 
bytes respectively representative of battery 36 voltage, and 
the maXimum and minimum values Which the battery 36 
voltage has in the past attained. 

Moreover, each position signal 73 includes three beacon 
address bytes, With the values of each beacon address byte 
being identical to the value of the other address bytes in the 
position message 73. Lastly, the position signal 73 includes 
a check sum byte Which is generated in accordance With 
check sum methods Well-knoWn in the art, as indicated at 
block 84 in FIG. 5. 

Referring back to FIG. 5, from block 84 the logic moves 
to block 86. At block 86, the logic appends a start of message 
(SOM) byte and an end of message (EOM) byte to the 
position signal 73. After appending the SOM and EOM 
bytes, the logic of the microprocessor 42 causes the trans 
mitter 46 to transmit the position message. About ?ve 
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6 
position messages per second are generated, With a single 
temperature and voltage measurement suf?cing for about 
?fty successive position signals. 

In accordance With the present invention, at block 86 the 
microprocessor 42 pulses the transmitter 46 on to indicate a 
logical “1”. in contrast, When a logical “0” is desired to be 
transmitted, the microprocessor 42 simply does not energiZe 
the transmitter 46. Accordingly, it may noW be appreciated 
that the system 10 does not require the use of a frequency 
shift keying (FSK) mechanism to modulate the carrier 
generated by the transmitter 46 With ?rst and second tone 
respectively representative of logical “1”s and “0”s; rather, 
the transmitter 46 is simply energiZed and deenergiZed, With 
its carrier frequency remaining unmodulated. From another 
vieWpoint, the microprocessor 42 keys the transmitter 46 to 
effect transmission of the position signals in lieu of a 
modem. 

As recogniZed by the present invention, such 
simpli?cation, Which saves both money and battery 36 
energy, is made possible because the position signals are 
small packets of data that are repeatedly regenerated. The 
present invention understands that under these 
circumstances, although ambient noise might indeed 
degrade one position signal that is generated by the modem 
less means herein, the rapid succession of position signals 
immediately preceding and folloWing the degraded signal 
ensures that at least some valid position signals Will be 
received. 
NoW referring to FIG. 6, each test vehicle 24 includes an 

onboard receiver system 88. As shoWn, a receiver system of 
the present invention includes an antenna 90 connected to a 
receiver 92, it being understood that the receiver 92 is 
complementarily con?gured to the transmitter 46 shoWn in 
FIG. 2. The receiver 92 receives position signals from the 
beacons 22 as the vehicle 24 traverses the test track 14. 

I have found that inductive vehicle 24 components such as 
door locks, poWer antennas and the like produce noise that 
can severely reduce the effectiveness of the receiver system 
88. I have further discovered that the pulse Width of the data 
pulses from the receiver 92 are signi?cantly Wider than the 
inductive noise pulses. 

To overcome this problem, from the receiver 92, the 
present invention sends position signals to a loW pass ?lter 
94 and thence to an amplitude discriminator 96. Preferably, 
the loW pass ?lter 94 is a second order Chebyshev ?lter 
having a cutoff frequency of 1200 HZ. The discriminator 
rejects all pulses that fail to reach its threshold voltage, 
Which is empirically determined. Legitimate data pulses 
exceeding the threshold voltage are reconstructed and 
squared off. 

Still referring to FIG. 7, from the discriminator 96 the 
processed position signals are sent to a receiver computer 
98, Which can be con?gured like the transmitter micropro 
cessor 42. The receiver computer 98 is programmed With a 
softWare-implemented receiver module 100 for undertaking 
the logic shoWn in FIG. 8. From the computer 98, the 
position signals are sent to a ?ight recorder 102 that is also 
onboard the vehicle 24. Per the present invention, the ?ight 
recorder 102 can be any suitable ?ight recorder knoWn in the 
art, and the computer 98 programmed to format the position 
signals as appropriate for the particular ?ight recorder 102. 
It is to be understood that the receiver system 88 can be 
energiZed by dc batteries or by an adaptor that is engageable 
With the cigarette lighter socket of the vehicle 24. 

FIG. 8 shoWs the logic of the receiver module 100. 
Commencing at block 104, a SOM byte is received. Then, 
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the logic moves to block 106, wherein bytes are accumulated 
until an EOM byte is received. When an EOM byte is 
received, the logic moves to block 110 to compute a check 
sum based on the received bytes of the position message. 

At decision diamond 112, it is determined Whether the 
value of the computer check sum matches the value of the 
check sum byte received at block 106. If not, an error is 
indicated, and the position message is discarded. On the 
other hand, if the check sums match, the process moves to 
decision diamond 114. 

At decision diamond 114, it is determined Whether all 
three address bytes received at block 106 match each other. 
If they do not, an error is indicated, and the position message 
is discarded. OtherWise, the logic moves to block 116 to 
format the position signal as appropriate for the particular 
?ight recorder 102, and then to send the data to the ?ight 
recorder 102. 

With the above disclosure in mind, it can be appreciated 
that the present receiver system 88 can be easily and 
cost-effectively con?gured through softWare for compatibil 
ity With a Wide variety of ?ight recorders 102. For eXample, 
for ?ight recorders Which receive parallel data bits over 
parallel input lines, the receiver module 100 can be pro 
grammed to simultaneously send bits of position signals 
over the input lines to the ?ight recorder. Or, the receiver 
module 100 can be programmed to send data serially to a 
serial data ?ight receiver. Still further, if desired the position 
signals can be output by the computer 98 as appropriate for 
effecting a square-Wave audio format. Thus, the computer 98 
generates an output signal representative of the position 
signals and formats the output signal in accordance With the 
communication protocol of the ?ight receiver 102. 

While the particular MODEMLESS TRANSMITTER 
FOR TEST VEHICLE TRACKING SYSTEM as herein 
disclosed and described in detail is fully capable of attaining 
the above-described objects of the invention, it is to be 
understood that it is the presently preferred embodiment of 
the present invention and is thus representative of the subject 
matter Which is broadly contemplated by the present 
invention, that the scope of the present invention fully 
encompasses other embodiments Which may become obvi 
ous to those skilled in the art, and that the scope of the 
present invention is accordingly to be limited by nothing 
other than the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A vehicle test system for recording vehicle data from 

vehicles traversing a test track, comprising: 
a plurality of locator beacons juxtaposed With the test 

track for transmitting position signals, each beacon 
identifying a speci?c location on the test track, each 
beacon including: 

a transmitter for broadcasting a carrier Wave; 

a microprocessor controlling the transmitter, Wherein the 
microprocessor energiZes the transmitter to indicate a 
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?rst logical signal and deenergiZes the transmitter to 
indicate a second logical signal, such that the carrier 
Wave remains unmodulated; 

the microprocessor controlling the transmitter to repeti 
tively transmit a series of the ?rst and second logical 
signals Which make up a unique identi?er code for the 
beacon, the unique identi?er code comprising the posi 
tion signal for that beacon; 

the vehicle test system further including a receiver located 
Within a vehicle traversing the track for receiving the 
position signal for each beacon as the vehicle traverses 
the track and a ?ight recorder located Within the vehicle 
for periodically recording sets of vehicle parameters as 
the vehicle traverses the test track and the location of 
the track Where the vehicle Was at When each set of 
vehicle parameters Was recorded as determined from 
the received position signals. 

2. The system of claim 1, further comprising: 
a plurality of at least partially buried Well casings, each 

Well casing for holding a respective beacon, each Well 
casing having an open end; 

a plurality of caps, each cap being removably engaged 
With a respective Well casing to cover the respective top 
end thereof, 

a computer in communication With the receiver for receiv 
ing the position signals therefrom. 

3. The system of claim 2, Wherein each beacon further 
comprises a battery connected to the transmitter and the 
microprocessor for energiZing the battery and microproces 
sor. 

4. The system of claim 3, Wherein each beacon is asso 
ciated With at least one solar cell for charging the battery. 

5. The system of claim 4, Wherein each beacon further 
comprises a temperature sensor generating a temperature 
signal and a battery voltage sensor generating a battery 
voltage signal, the temperature signal and the battery voltage 
signal being sent to the microprocessor for transmission 
thereof in the position signal. 

6. The system of claim 5, Wherein the position signals are 
sent from the receiver to a loW pass ?lter and then to a 
discriminator, prior to being sent to the computer. 

7. The system of claim 6, Wherein each position signal 
includes plural beacon address bytes, and a position signal 
is not sent by the computer to the ?ight recorder When one 
address byte differs from another address byte in the position 
signal. 

8. The system of claim 7, Wherein each position signal 
includes a transmitted check sum, and Wherein the computer 
determines a received check sum based on the position 
signal, and the computer does not send the position signal to 
the ?ight recorder When the transmitted check sum does not 
equal the received check sum. 

* * * * * 


