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OPTICAL APPARATUS OR APPARATUS FOR 
DETECTING DIRECTION OF LINE OF 
SIGHT, AND VARIOUS KINDS OF SAME 

APPARATUS USING THE SAME 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No. 
08/383,693 ?led Feb. 1. 1995 noW abandoned, Which is a 
continuation of application Ser. No. 07/890,076, ?led May 
29, 1992, abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to an optical apparatus or an 

apparatus for detecting the direction of the line of sight of an 
eye, and various kinds of apparatuses using the same. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
In some of conventional apparatuses for detecting the 

direction of the line of sight of an eye, ?rst and fourth 
Purkinje images are utiliZed, or the positional relationship 
betWeen light beams re?ected by the cornea of the eye, and 
the pupil of the eye is utiliZed. 

HoWever, in the above-described conventional approach 
utiliZing Purkinje images, since the amount of received light 
of the fourth image is small, it is dif?cult to perform 
detection. In the approach simply utiliZing only the relative 
relationship betWeen light re?ected by the cornea of an eye, 
and the pupil of the eye, detection accuracy is loW because 
the relationship betWeen the images of the cornea and the 
pupil varies With the individual. Hence, this approach can be 
used only for monitoring Whether or not the direction of the 
line of sight of an eye is Within a certain range. 

In conventional perimeters, stimulating light is presented 
at a particular point near the line of sight of a person to be 
tested While the line of sight is ?xed onto a ?Xed lamp, and 
the ?eld of vieW of the person is measured according to 
Whether or not the stimulating light can be seen. Such a 
perimeter usually includes a means for monitoring the line 
of sight of an eye since an error of measurement is produced 
if the ?Xed lamp is out of the line of sight of the person. For 
example, as disclosed in Japanese Patent Publication No. 
61-59132 (1986), the direction of the line of sight is mea 
sured from the positional relationship betWeen the image of 
light beams re?ected by the cornea of an eye, and the pupil 
of the eye, and remeasurement is generally performed if the 
?Xed lamp is out of the line of sight. 

In the above-described conventional approach, hoWever, 
since it is very difficult for an eye to be tested to continue to 
Watch the ?Xed lamp, the line of sight of the eye shifts during 
measurement, causing an error of measurement of the ?eld 
of vieW. Hence, remeasurement is performed if the ?Xed 
lamp is out of the line of sight, causing an increase in the 
time of measurement. As described above, detection accu 
racy is loW using the method of detecting the direction of 
line of sight from the relationship betWeen the image of light 
beams re?ected by the cornea of an eye, and the image of the 
pupil of the eye. Hence, this approach can be used only for 
monitoring Whether or not the direction of the line of sight 
is Within a certain range. 

In conventional focus apparatuses Which can be applied to 
video cameras, slit lamps, operation microscopes and the 
like, if a focus sensor is used, the focus sensor is mounted 
so as to perform a focus operation on a particular position on 
the picture frame. In another approach, an object is picked 
up by an image pickup device, and a focus operation is 
performed using a video signal from the image pickup 
device. 
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2 
HoWever, in using a focus sensor aiming at a particular 

position on the picture surface, if a portion the operator 
desires to be focused is out of the particular position, this 
portion is not alWays focused. In performing a focus opera 
tion using a video signal, the desired portion is not alWays 
focused since a light portion having a high contrast is 
focused. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to overcome the 
problems of the prior art. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide an 
optical apparatus or an apparatus for detecting the direction 
of the line of sight of an eye Which can detect the direction 
of the line of sight of the eye With high precision irrespective 
of the relationship betWeen the images of the cornea and the 
pupil, Which vary for different individuals. 

It is a still futher object of the present invention to provide 
various kinds of apparatuses Which can use the above 
described apparatus for detecting the direction of the line of 
sight of the eye. 

It is a still another object of the present invention to 
provide a perimeter in Which it is unnecesary for an eye to 
be tested to continuously vieW a ?Xed lamp, and With Which 
the direction of the line of sight can be precisely detected. 

It is still another object of the present invention to provide 
a focus apparatus Which automatically focuses on a portion 
on a display means to Which the line of sight of the eye is 
directed. 

According to one aspect, the present invention Which 
achieves these objectives relates to an optical apparatus 
comprising pupil illuminating means for illuminating the 
pupil of an eye of an individual, imaging means for obtain 
ing an image of the pupil illuminated by the pupil illumi 
nating means and an image of the cornea of the eye 
composed of light re?ected by the cornea of the eye, 
presenting means for preliminarily presenting an image 
positioned at a particular point to the eye, and direction-of 
line-of sight calculation means for calculating the direction 
of the line of sight of the eye. The direction-of-line-of-sight 
calculation means calculates the direction of the line of sight 
of the eye using the positional relationship betWeen the 
image of the pupil and the image of the cornea, composed 
of light re?ected by the cornea, on an imaging surface of the 
imaging means and calculates the direction of the line of 
sight using parameters relating to the image of the pupil and 
the image of the cornea, the values of Which vary for 
different individuals. The values of the parameters are 
obtained from the positional relationship betWeen the image 
of the pupil and the image of the cornea, composed of light 
re?ected by the cornea, on the imaging surface of the 
imaging means When the eye vieWs the image at the par 
ticular point. 
The apparatus further comprises ?eld-of-vieW measuring 

means for presenting stimulating light beams at one point in 
the ?eld of vieW of the eye, and measuring the ?eld of vieW 
of the eye by obtaining information on When the stimulating 
light beams are in the ?eld of vieW from the individual to be 
tested, While moving the position of the stimulating light 
beams Within the ?eld of vieW. 

The apparatus further comprises projection means for 
projecting the image of an object and display means for 
displaying the image of the object to present the image of the 
object to the individual. The projection means comprises 
focus means for performing a focus operation according to 
a focus state of the projection means. The direction-of-line 
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of-sight calculation means calculates the direction of the line 
of sight While the individual observes the display means. 
The focus means performs a focus operation according to a 
focus state of the projection means With respect to a portion 
of the object corresponding to a portion of the image of the 
object on the display means present the calculated direction 
of the line of sight of the individual. 

The apparatus can obtain information on strabismus of the 
individual according to a result of the calculation by the 
direction-of-line-of-sight calculation means. 

According to another aspect, the present invention Which 
achieves these objectives relates to a direction-of-line-of 
sight detecting means comprising pupil illuminating means 
for illuminating the pupil of an eye of an individual, imaging 
means for obtaining an image of the pupil illuminated by the 
pupil iluminating means and an image of the cornea of the 
eye composed of light re?ected by the cornea of the eye, 
presenting means for preliminarily presenting an image 
positioned at a particular point to the eye, and direction-of 
line-of-sight calculation means for calculating the direction 
of the line of sight of the eye. The direction-of-line-of-sight 
calculation means calculates the direction of the line of sight 
using the positional relationship betWeen the image of the 
pupil and the image of the cornea, composed of light 
re?ected by the cornea, on an imaging surface of the 
imaging means, and calculating the direction of the line of 
sight using parameters relating to the image of the pupil and 
the image of the cornea, composed of light re?ected by the 
cornea, the values of Which vary for different individuals. 
The values of the parameters are obtained from the posi 
tional relationship betWeen the image of the pupil and the 
image of the cornea, composed of light re?ected by the 
cornea, on the imaging surface of the imaging means When 
the eye vieWs the image at the particular point. 

The apparatus can further comprise a system for playing 
a television game, the system operating according to a result 
of the calculation of the direction-of-line-of-sight calcula 
tion means. 

According to still another aspect, the present invention 
Which achieves these objectives relates to a perimeter com 
prising a ?eld-of-vieW measuring system for presenting 
stimulating light beams to one point in the ?eld of vieW of 
the eye of an individual to be tested, and measuring the ?eld 
of vieW according to information on When the stimulating 
light beams are in the ?eld of vieW obtained from the 
individual While moving the point at Which the sitmulating 
light beams are presented in the ?eld of vieW, a pupil 
illuminating system for illuminating the pupil of the eye, an 
imaging optical system for projecting an image of the pupil 
illuminated by the pupil illuminating system, and an image 
of the cornea of the eye, composed of light re?ected by the 
cornea, onto an imaging surface, a light-beam-presenting 
system for preliminarily presenting the stimulating light 
beams to the eye While moving the stimulating light beams 
to a particular point in the ?eld of vieW of the eye, and a 
computer unit for calculating the direction of the line of sight 
of the eye. The computer unit controls the light-beam 
presenting system to preliminarily present the stimulating 
light beams to the eye While moving the stimulating light 
beams to the particular point. The computer unit also cal 
culates the value of parameters relating to the image of the 
pupil and the image of the cornea, composed of light 
re?ected by the cornea, Which vary for different individuals, 
using the positional relationship betWeen the image of the 
pupil and the image of the cornea, composed of light 
re?ected by the cornea, When the eye vieWs the preliminarily 
presented stimulating light beams. The computer unit also 
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4 
calculates the direction of the line of sight of the eye during 
the measurement of the ?eld of vieW by the ?eld-of-vieW 
measuring system. The perimeter can further comprise a 
fundus photographing device for photographing a fundus. 

According to still another aspect, the present invention 
Which achieves these objectives relates to a focus apparatus 
comprising a ?rst projection unit for projecting an image of 
an object, a monitor unit for displaying the image of the 
object at a particular point to present the image of the object 
at the particular point to an eye of an observer, and a 
photoelectric detector for projecting an image of the eye 
onto the photoelectric detector. The image of the cornea of 
the eye, composed of light re?ected by the cornea, and an 
image of the pupil of the eye are projected by the second 
projection unit onto the photoelectric detector and are 
detectable by the photoelectric detector. The apparatus fur 
ther comprises a calculation unit for calculating the direction 
of the line of sight of the eye While the eye observes the 
image of the object on the monitor unit from the positional 
relationship betWeen the image of the cornea, composed of 
light re?ected by the cornea, and the image of the pupil 
detected by the photoelectric detector. The calcuation unit 
calculates the direction of the line of sight using parameters 
relating to the image of the pupil and the image of the 
cornea, composed of light re?ected by the cornea, the values 
of Which vary for different observers. The calculation unit 
also obtains the values of the parameters from the positional 
relationship betWeen the image of the pupil and the image of 
the cornea, composed of light re?ected by the cornea, on an 
imaging surface of the photoelectric detector When the eye 
vieWs the particular point. The apparatus further comprises 
a focus system for performing a focus operation for focusing 
the ?rst projection unit according to a focus state of the ?rst 
projection unit, on a portion of the object corresponding to 
a portion of the image of the object displayed on the monitor 
unit presented to the eye in the direction of the line of sight 
of the observer calculated by the calculation unit. 

According to still another aspect, the present invention 
Which achieves these objectives relates to a method of 
detecting the direction of the line of sight of the eye of an 
individual. The method comprises the steps of imaging an 
image of the pupil of the eye and an image of the cornea of 
the eye, composed of light re?ected by the eye, on an 
imaging surface, preliminarily presenting an image at a 
particular point to the eye, calculating the values of param 
eters relating to the image of the pupil and the image of the 
cornea, composed of light re?ected by the cornea, Which 
vary for different individuals, the values of the parameters 
being obtained by the positional relationship betWeen the 
image of the pupil and the image of the cornea, composed 
of light re?ected by the cornea, When the eye vieWs the 
image at a particular point, and calculating the direction of 
the line of sight of the eye. The direction-of-line-of-sight 
calculating step is performed using the positional relation 
ship betWeen the image of the pupil and the image of the 
cornea, composed of light re?ected by the cornea, on the 
imaging surface When the direction of the line of sight is to 
be measured, and using the value of the parameters. 

These and other objects, advantages and features of the 
present invention Will become more apparent from the 
folloWing detailed description of preferred embodiments 
taken in connection With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram shoWing the con?guration 
of a ?rst embodiment of the present invention; 
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FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an image of light received 
by an image pickup device; 

FIGS. 3(a)—3(c) are diagrams illustrating the output val 
ues of video signals from an image pickup device of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating the positions of the image 
of the pupil of an eye and the image of light re?ected by the 
cornea of the eye; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW shoWing the con?guration of 
a second embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram shoWing the con?guration 
of a third embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating the positions of the image 
of the pupil of an eye and the image of light re?ected by the 
cornea of the eye; 

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram shoWing the con?guration 
of a fourth embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram shoWing the con?guration 
of a ?fth embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 10(a) and 10(b) are diagrams illustrating the 
images of light re?ected by the cornea of an eye and the 
image of a front portion of the eye; 

FIG. 11 is a graph shoWing the relationship betWeen 
eccentricity d and the direction 6 of the line of sight of an 
eye; 

FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram shoWing the con?guration 
of a siXth embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram shoWing the con?guration 
of a seventh embodiment of the present invention; and 

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating the positional relation 
ship betWeen respective images. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Each of the folloWing apparatuses for detecting the direc 
tion of the line of sight of an eye according to embodiments 
of the present invention includes pupil illuminating means 
for illuminating the pupil of the eye, imaging means for 
producing or obtaining an image of the pupil illuminated by 
the pupil illuminating means and an image of the cornea of 
the eye composed of light re?ected by the cornea, presenting 
means for preliminarily presenting an image positioned at a 
particular point to the eye to be tested, and a direction-of 
line-of-sight calculating means for calculating the direction 
of the line of sight of the eye While the line of sight is 
measured using the positional relationship betWeen the 
image of the pupil and the image of the cornea composed of 
light re?ected by the cornea on the imaging means When the 
eye vieWs the image at the preliminarily presented particular 
point. 

The apparatus for detecting the direction of the line of 
sight of an eye having the above-described con?guration 
preliminarily presents the image at the particular point to the 
eye using the presenting means, and detects the subsequent 
direction of the line of sight of the eye using the positional 
relationship betWeen the image of the pupil and the image of 
the cornea composed of light re?ected by the cornea on the 
imaging means When the eye vieWs the image at the par 
ticular point. 
A ?rst embodiment of the present invention Will noW be 

eXplained in detail. 
FIG. 1 is a diagram shoWing the con?guration of the ?rst 

embodiment. A dichroic mirror 1 for re?ecting visible light 
beams and transmitting near-infrared light beams, a half 
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6 
mirror 2, a lens 3, a diaphragm 4 and an image pickup device 
5 are sequentially arranged on an optical aXis 21, With mirror 
1 closest to an eye E to be tested and device 5 furthest from 
the eye E, for measuring the eye’s line of sight. A lens 6, an 
observation surface 7, such as the focusing glass of an 
optical ?nder, the monitoring surface of a video camera, or 
the like, are provided on an optical aXis 22 in the direction 
of re?ection of the dichroic mirror 1. A lens 8 and a light 
source 9, for detecting the line of sight, Which emits infrared 
light beams, are arranged on an optical aXis 23 in the 
direction of re?ection of the half-mirror 2. There is also 
shoWn a calculation unit 20, such as a microcomputer or the 
like. 

Visible light beams from the observation surface 7 pass 
through the lens 6 and reach the eye E by being re?ected by 
the dichroic mirror 1. A person to be tested Watches the 
observation surface 7. While the person Watches an image 
on the observation surface 7, the direction of the line of sight 
of the eye E is alWays detected in the folloWing manner. That 
is, the infrared light beams from the light source 9 for 
detecting the line of sight are made to be parallel light beams 
by the lens 8. The parallel light beams are re?ected by the 
half-mirror 2, and are incident upon the eye E by passing 
through the dichroic mirror 1. The light beams re?ected by 
the pupil and the cornea of the eye E return along the same 
optical path, are transmitted through the half-mirror 2, and 
are imaged onto the image pickup device 5 via the lens 3 and 
the diaphragm 4. 
The positions Ea and Eb of the images of the cornea (the 

images being composed of light re?ected by the cornea) 
When the eye E Watches point 7a on the optical aXis of the 
observation surface 7 and When the eye E Watches point 7b 
at an angle of inclination 6 With respect to the optical aXis 
22, that is, When the line of sight has the angle of inclination 
6 With respect to the measuring optical aXis 21 are different. 
Accordingly, the positions of the images of the cornea 
observed on the image pickup device 5 are also different. 
Hence, the angle of inclination 6 is detected from the 
positions of the images of the cornea from light re?ected by 
the cornea in the folloWing manner. 

FIG. 2 shoWs images observed on the image pickup 
device 5. If video signal outputs on three scanning lines a, 
b and c on the image pickup device 5 are used, as shoWn in 
FIGS. 3(a)—3(c), the video signal output values can be 
distinctly discriminated at the portion of the image M1 of the 
cornea composed of light re?ected by the cornea and at the 
portion of the image M2 of the pupil. Hence, by setting an 
appropriate threshold value, the center of the image M2 of 
the pupil and the position of the image M1 of the cornea 
composed of light re?ected by the cornea can be easily 
detected. 

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating the positional relationship 
betWeen the image M1 of the cornea composed of light 
re?ected by the cornea and the image M2 of the pupil When 
the direction of the line of sight of the eye E has an angle of 
inclination 6 With respect to the optical aXis 21 for measur 
ing the line of sight. When measuring light beams are 
incident With the angle of inclination 6 With respect to the 
direction of the line of sight of the eye E, that is, ocular aXis 
24, the light beams are re?ected in the direction of optical 
aXis 25 having an angle of inclination 26 With respect to the 
optical aXis 01 for measuring the line of sight at the apeX P1 
of the cornea of the eye E, and are received by the image 
pickup device 5. Accordingly, if a point separated from the 
apeX P1 of the cornea by r/2 on the ocular aXis 24 is 
represented by P2, Where r is the radius of curvature of the 
cornea, the position of the image M1 of the cornea com 
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posed of light re?ected by the cornea, on the image pickup 
device 5 is point P3 on the optical axis 25. If the apparent 
position of the pupil is assumed to be the center Q1 of the 
broken line Q shoWn in FIG. 4, the distance d betWeen the 
position P3 of the image M1 of the cornea seen from the 
direction of observation, that is, obtained on the image 
pickup device 5, and the center Q1 of the pupil in a direction 
orthogonal to the optical axis 21 is expressed by the fol 
loWing expression, using the angle of inclination 6, the 
radius r of curvature of the cornea, and the distance L 
betWeen the points P2 and Q1: 

d (1) (r/Z) - (sinZO/cosG) — Lsine 

(r — L)sin6, 

since sin 26=2 sin6~cos6. 
In general, since individuals differ in the radius r of the 

curvature of the cornea, and the distance L of the eye E, it 
is impossible to obtain the relationship betWeen the distance 
d and the angle of inclination 6 from expression (1) unless 
the values r and L are detected for each person tested. 
HoWever, if the value of the distance d can be detected at one 
value of the angle of inclination 6, the value of parameter 
(r-L), Which is peculiar to an eye of each person, can be 
obtained. Suppose that a point on the observation surface 7 
seen by the person to be tested When the line of sight of the 
person makes an angle 61 (#0) With respect to the optical 
axis 21 is represented by 7b1. The angle of the line of sight 
With respect to the optical axis 21 is adjusted to the angle 61 
by making the person Watch the point 7b1 by, for example, 
lighting the point 7b1 on the observation surface 7 according 
to a command of the calculation unit 20. The distance d1 
betWeen the image M1 of light re?ected by the cornea and 
the center Q1 of the pupil is obtained from the output of the 
image pickup device 5 by the calculation unit 20. Data of the 
angle 61 corresponding to the point 7b1 are stored in the 
calculation unit 20. The value of parameter (r-L) can be 
obtained by substituting the values d1 and 61 into expression 
(1). The calculation unit 20 stores the value. 

If the value of parameter (r-L) is obtained and substituted 
into expression (1), the angle of inclination 6 can be there 
after obtained for an arbitrary value of the distance d from 
expression That is, the calculation unit 20 exactly 
calculates the value of the angle 6 of the line of sight only 
by measuring the value d in the subsequent measurement. 
Since the imaging optical system of the present embodiment 
is a telecentric optical system in Which the diaphragm 4 is 
disposed at the rear-side focus position of the lens 3, the 
magni?cation of the image on the image pickup device 5 
does not change even if the eye E moves in a direction along 
the optical axis 21. 

In the above-described explanation, it is assumed that the 
axis of the ocular optical system substantially coincides With 
the line of sight of the eye. That is, if 6=0 in expression (1), 
d=0. Actually, the image of the cornea composed of light 
re?ected by the cornea in general deviates from the center of 
the pupil even When 6=0. In such a case, the values d and 6 
are decomposed into components in the direction of the 
deviation and a direction perpendicular thereto. That is, the 
distance dx in the direction of the deviation and the distance 
dy in a direction perpendicular thereto betWeen the image of 
the cornea composed of light re?ected by the cornea and the 
center of the image of the pupil are detected, and the 
detected values are substituted into expression (1) to obtain 
the components 6x and By in the respective directions of the 
angle of inclination 6 of the line of sight With respect to the 
optical system. The value dx corresponding to the distance do 
When 6=0 is obtained from the output of the image pickup 
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device 5. The distance betWeen the image of the cornea and 
the center of the image of the pupil obtained by lighting 
point 7a on the observation surface and making the person 
Watch the point 7a is obtained and stored as the value d0. 

FIG. 5 is a diagram of the con?guration of a second 
embodiment of the present invention in Which the invention 
is applied to a television game machine. Atelevision camera 
12 provided With a cold mirror 11 having an optical axis 
common to that of the television camera 12 in front thereof. 
The camera 12 and the mirror 11 are mounted on a portion 
above a cathode ray tube picture surface 10 disposed facing 
an operator S1. A light source 9 for detecting the line of sight 
is disposed to one side of the television camera 12. The light 
source 9 for detecting the line of sight of an eye, the CRT 
picture surface 10 and the television camera 12 are con 
nected to a microcomputer (not shoWn) provided behind the 
CRT picture surface 10. The microcomputer is also con 
nected to a manipulator 13 so that the operator S1 can 
operate the manipulator 13. As in the ?rst embodiment, the 
light source 9 and television camera 12 may be arranged on 
an optical system Whose optical axis coincides With that of 
these units. 
The operation of this apparatus Will noW be described. 
First, the operator S1 adjusts the directions in Which the 

light source 9 and the television camera 12 point so that his 
oWn eye is imaged on the cold mirror 11 mounted in front 
of the television camera 12. Subsequently, a vieWing target 
for calibration is sequentially presented at one point on the 
CRT picture surface 10, infrared light beams are emitted 
from the light source 9, for detecting the line of sight, toWard 
the eye of the operator S1, light beams re?ected by the pupil 
and the cornea of the eye of the operator S1 are received by 
the television camera 12, and the proportional coef?cient 
(r-L) betWeen the distance d and the angle of inclination 6 
is calculated in the same manner as in the ?rst embodiment. 
At that time, it is assumed that the relationship betWeen the 
position of the vieWing target and the angle of the line of 
sight With respect to the optical axis of the television camera 
12 is previously obtained and is stored in the microcomputer. 
It is convenient for the operator S1 to perform the positioning 
of the vieWing target for calibration and the like by the 
operation of the manipulator 13. A game using the television 
can be performed by a change in the direction of the line of 
sight of the operator S1 and the operation of the manipulator 
13. 

Although, in the present embodiment, the apparatus for 
detecting the line of sight is applied to a television game 
machine, the present invention may also be applied to 
various kinds of control devices, such as video cameras and 
the like, Which utiliZe the direction of the line of sight as the 
input. 
As explained above, since the apparatuses for detecting 

the direction of the line of sight of an eye according to the 
present embodiment detect the direction of the line of sight 
after performing preliminary measurement from the image 
of the cornea of the eye using light re?ected by the cornea 
and the image of the pupil of the eye, individual differences 
in r and L are irrelevant, and high accuracy in measurement 
is obtained. 

Each of the folloWing perimeters according to another 
embodiment of the present invention, for measuring the ?eld 
of vieW of an eye of an individual to be tested by presenting 
an image positioned at a particular point in the ?eld of vieW 
of the eye, and obtaining information on When the image is 
in the ?eld of vieW of the eye by questioning the individual 
While the position of the particular point is moved includes 
a pupil illuminating means for illuminating the pupil of an 
eye of an individual, imaging means for obtaining an image 
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of the pupil of the eye illuminated by the pupil illuminating 
means and an image of the cornea of the eye using light 
re?ected by the cornea, and a direction-of-line-of-sight 
calculating means for preliminarily presenting an image 
positioned at the particular point to the eye and calculating 
the direction of the line of sight of the eye While the ?eld of 
vieW is measured using the positional relationship betWeen 
the image of the pupil and the image of the cornea composed 
of light re?ected by the cornea When the eye vieWs the 
presented image at the particular point. 

The perimeter having the above-described con?guration 
preliminarily presents an image at the particular point to the 
eye, and calculates the direction of the line of sight of the eye 
While the ?eld of vieW of the eye is measured using the 
positional relationship betWeen the image of the pupil and 
the image of the cornea composed of light re?ected by the 
cornea When the eye vieWs the preliminarily presented 
image at the particular point. 

The embodiments Will noW be explained in detail With 
reference to the draWings. 

FIG. 6 is a diagram shoWing the con?guration of a third 
embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 6, a semi 
spherical screen 101 having a small opening 101a on an 
optical axis 131 for measuring the line of sight is provided 
facing an eye E to be tested. A stimulating light generating 
apparatus 102 for emitting visible light beams, and a lens 
103 are provided outside the screen 101. By changing the 
angle of a mirror 104 With respect to the optical axis 132 of 
the stimulating light generating apparatus 102, stimulating 
light can be guided to an arbitrary position on the inner side 
of the screen 101 to be presented to the eye E as an image. 
Although a ?xed vieWing target (not shoWn) is provided in 
the direction of the optical axis 131, the small opening 101a 
may be used in place of the ?xed vieWing target. A half 
mirror 105, a lens 106, and an image pickup device 108 of 
a television camera 107 are arranged on the optical axis 131 
behind the small opening 101a. The output of the television 
camera 107 is connected to a television monitor 109 via a 
microcomputer 100. A lens 110 and an infrared-light-beam 
light source 111 are sequentially disposed on an optical axis 
133 in the direction of re?ection of the half-mirror 105. 

During measurement of the ?eld of vieW of the eye E, 
visible light beams for measuring the ?eld of vieW are 
emitted from the stimulating light generating apparatus 102. 
The emitted light beams proceed on the optical axis 132, are 
re?ected by the mirror 104 via the lens 103, and are 
presented, for example, at pointAor at point A‘ on the screen 
101 as a spot image. By moving the position of the stimu 
lating point by tilting the mirror 104, the tester performs 
measurement of the ?eld of vieW While asking the person to 
be tested if he can see the point. 

In the present embodiment, the angle of inclination 0 of 
the direction of the line of sight of the eye E With respect to 
the optical axis 131 during measurement of the ?eld of vieW 
is alWays measured in the folloWing manner. Hence, it is 
possible to detect the angle betWeen the direction of the line 
of sight and the direction of presentation of the stimulating 
light for measuring the ?eld of vieW, and to calculate 
information on measurement of the corrected ?eld of vieW 
using the information of the angle. Correction is performed, 
for example, by subtracting a variance of the direction of the 
line of sight calculated during measurement from the mea 
sured ?eld of vieW. 
Amethod of detecting the angle of inclination 0 Will noW 

be explained. During measurement of the ?eld of vieW, When 
the infrared-light-beam light source 111 for detecting line of 
sight is lit, the light beams proceed along the optical axis 
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133, are made to be parallel light beams via the lens 110, are 
then re?ected by the half-mirror 105, and reach the eye E. 
The light beams re?ected by the cornea of the eye E are 
imaged onto the image pickup device 108 by the lens 106 
together With the light beams re?ected by a front portion of 
the eye E, and the image M1 of the cornea composed of light 
re?ected by the cornea and the image M2 of the front portion 
of the eye E are presented on the television monitor 109 as 
shoWn in FIG. 6. Since the light beams from the infrared 
light-beam light source 111 are made to be parallel light 
beams by the lens 110 and are projected onto the eye E, the 
positional relationship betWeen the center of the pupil and 
the image of the cornea composed of light re?ected by the 
cornea Will not change even if the eye E moves Within a 
plane perpendicular to the optical axis 131. 

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating the positional relationship 
betWeen the image M1 of light re?ected by the cornea and 
the image Ep of the pupil When the direction of the line of 
sight of the eye E makes an angle of inclination 0 With 
respect to the optical axis 131 for measuring the line of sight. 
When measuring light beams are incident at an angle of 
inclination 0 With respect to the direction of the line of sight 
of the eye E, that is, the ocular axis 134, the light beams are 
re?ected in the direction of optical axis 135 having an angle 
of inclination 20 With respect to the optical axis 131 for 
measuring the line of sight at the apex P1 of the cornea of 
the eye E, and are received by the image pickup device 108. 
Accordingly, if a point separated from the apex P1 of the 
cornea by r/2 on the ocular axis 134 is represented by P2, 
Where r is the radius of curvature of the cornea, the position 
of the image M1 of the cornea composed of light re?ected 
by the cornea on the television monitor 109 is point P3 on 
the optical axis 135. If the apparent position of the pupil is 
assumed to be the center Q1 of the broken line shoWn in 
FIG. 7, the distance d betWeen the position P3 of the image 
M1 of light re?ected by the cornea seen from the direction 
of observation, that is, observed on the television monitor 
109, and the center Q1 of the pupil in a direction orthogonal 
to the optical axis 131 is expressed by the folloWing expres 
sion using the angle of inclination 0, the radius r of curvature 
of the cornea, and the distance L betWeen the points P2 and 

R. H (r/Z) - (sinZO/cosG) — Lsine 

(r — L)sin0. 

This is equal to the above-described expression 
In general, since individuals differ in the radius r of the 

curvature of the cornea, and the distance L of the eye E, it 
is impossible to obtain the relationship betWeen the distance 
d and the angle of inclination 0 from expression (1) unless 
the values r and L are detected for each person tested. 
HoWever, as described above, if the value of the distance d 
can be detected at one value of the angle of inclination 0, the 
value of parameter (r-L) can be obtained. If the value of 
parameter (r-L) is obtained, the angle of inclination 0 can be 
obtained for an arbitrary distance d. More speci?cally, 
stimulating light beams are projected in a direction other 
than the optical axis 131, such as point A (the angle of 
inclination 0 of the direction of the line of sight When this 
point is seen is knoWn), the distance d is measured While the 
person to be tested Watches in the direction, and the pro 
portional coef?cient (parameter (r-L)) is calculated by sub 
stituting the obtained value d and the value 0 at that time into 
expression 

Subsequently, the angle of inclination 0 of the line of sight 
is obtained from the value d obtained from the image pickup 
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device 108 using expression (1) into Which the obtained 
value (r-L) is substituted. 

The above-described calculation of the value (r-L), the 
calculation of the angle of inclination 0, and driving control 
of the mirror 104 are performed by the microcomputer 100. 

The movement of the position of presentation of the 
stimulating light beams during measurement of the ?eld of 
vieW may be performed by a preset program. Alternatively, 
the next position of presentation of the stimulating light 
beams may be determined by adding the detected angle of 
inclination 0 for each presentation of the light beams assum 
ing that the direction of the line of sight changes very little 
betWeen the preceding presentation and the present presen 
tation. If the fact that the distance does not become d=0 
When 0=0 causes a problem, the value d0 may be obtained, 
and the value dx of deviation from the value do in the 
direction of the deviation may be substituted into expression 
(1) as the value d in the same manner as in the ?rst 
embodiment. 

FIG. 8 is a diagram shoWing the con?guration of a fourth 
embodiment of the present invention in Which the invention 
is applied to a fundus perimeter. Reference numerals shoWn 
in FIG. 8 that are the same as reference numerals used in 
FIG. 6 denote the same or similar elements. In FIG. 8, on an 
optical axis 136 from an infrared light source 111 for 
observing a fundus and detecting the line of sight to an eye 
E to be tested, a lens 112, a stroboscopic light source 113 for 
photographing a fundus Which emits visible light beams, a 
lens 114, a perforated mirror 115, a lift mirror 116 insertable 
in the optical axis 136 for totally re?ecting visible light 
beams and half re?ecting infrared light beams, and an 
objective lens 117 are sequentially arranged. A lens 118 and 
an image pickup device 120 of a television camera 119 are 
arranged behind the perforated mirror 115. The output of the 
television camera 119 is connected to a television monitor 
121. 
A half-mirror 122 for re?ecting visible light beams and 

transmitting infrared light beams is disposed in the re?ecting 
direction of the lift mirror 116. An image pickup device 108 
of a television camera 107 is disposed in the transmitting 
direction of the half-mirror 122, and a lens 123 and a cathode 
ray tube 124 for displaying background light, stimulating 
light and a ?xed lamp are disposed in the re?ecting direction 
of the half-mirror 122. Since the perforated mirror 115 is 
conjugate With respect to a front portion of the eye E With 
respect to the objective lens 117, the light beams re?ected by 
the cornea of the eye are not included in the image of the 
fundus imaged by the image pickup device 120. 

In measurement of the ?eld of vieW, if the ?xed lamp and 
the stimulating light are displayed on the CRT 124 in a state 
of inserting the lift mirror 116 on the optical axis 136, visible 
light beams from the CRT 124 pass through the lens 123, are 
re?ected by the half-mirror 122 and the lift mirror 116, and 
reach the eye E via the objective lens 117. Measurement of 
the ?eld of vieW of a person to be tested is performed by 
making him ?xedly Watch the ?xed lamp and tell Whether or 
not he can see the stimulating light displayed around the 
?xed lamp. 

During this measurement of the ?eld of vieW, the infrared 
light source 111 is lit in order to measure the angle of 
inclination 0 betWeen the direction of the ?xed lamp and the 
direction of the line of sight of the eye E. Infrared light 
beams from the infrared light source 111 proceed along the 
optical axis 136, pass through the lens 112, the stroboscopic 
light source 113 for photographing a fundus, and the lens 
114, are re?ected by the perforated mirror 115, and reach the 
eye E via the lift mirror 116 and the objective lens 117. The 
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light forming the image of the cornea of the eye E and the 
image of the pupil of the eye E return along the same optical 
path, are re?ected by the lift mirror 116, are imaged on the 
image pickup device 108 via the half-mirror 122, and are 
displayed on a television monitor 109. The angle of incli 
nation 0 of the line of sight is calculated from the distance 
d betWeen the center Q1 of the pupil and the image of the 
cornea, as in the third embodiment. 

Infrared light beams re?ected by the fundus of the eye E 
pass through the lift mirror 116, the opening of the perfo 
rated mirror 115, and the lens 118, are then imaged on the 
image pickup device 120 of the television camera 119, and 
are displayed on the television monitor 121. The tester 
observes the displayed image. In photographing the fundus, 
the lift mirror 116 is retracted from the optical axis 136, and 
the stroboscopic light source 113 for photographing a fundus 
is lit. The light beams from the stroboscopic light source 113 
pass along the same optical path as the light beams for 
observing the fundus, and reach the eye E, Whereby a clear 
image of the fundus is imaged on the image pickup device 
120. 

In the perimeters of the above-described embodiments, 
since the direction of the line of sight of the eye during 
measurement of the ?eld of vieW of the eye is calculated, the 
information on measurement of the corrected ?eld of vieW 
can be calculated. Hence, the eye to be tested need not 
continue to ?xedly Watch the ?xed lamp during measure 
ment of the ?eld of vieW, and accuracy in the measurement 
of the ?eld of vieW is increased. In addition, the measuring 
time is reduced, and the burden on the person to be tested is 
also reduced. 
Each of the folloWing focus apparatuses according to still 

another embodiment of the present invention includes pro 
jection means for projecting the image of an object, display 
means for displaying the image of the object at a particular 
point to present the image of the object at the particular point 
to an eye of an observer, illumination means for illuminating 
the eye of the observer observing the display means With 
light beams, projection means for projecting the image of the 
eye of the observer onto a photoelectric detector, line-of 
sight detection means for detecting light re?ected by the 
cornea of the eye forming an image of the cornea of the eye 
and an image of the pupil of the eye from an output of the 
photoelectric detector and obtaining the direction of the line 
of sight from the positional relationship betWeen the tWo 
images, and focus means for performing a focus operation, 
using a signal of a photographing means, on a portion of the 
object corresponding to of a portion of the image of the 
object displayed on the display means presented to the eye 
in the directon of the line of sight obtained by the line-of 
sight detection means. 
The focus apparatus having the above-described con?gu 

ration illuminates the eye of the observer With light beams, 
photoelectrically detects the positions of the image of the 
cornea of the eye composed of light re?ected by the cornea 
and the image of the pupil of the eye, detects the direction 
of the line of sight of the eye from the positional relationship 
betWeen the tWo images, and performs a focusing operation 
on a portion of the object corresponding to a portion of the 
image of the object displayed on the display means pre 
sented to the eye in the direction of the line of sight. 
The embodiments Will noW be explained in detail With 

reference to the draWings. 
FIG. 9 shoWs a ?fth embodiment of the present invention 

in Which the invention is applied to a video camera. In FIG. 
9, a ?rst imaging means 202 is disposed in front of a lens 201 
facing an object S. The output of the imaging means 202 is 
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connected to a cathode ray tube 203. A dichroic mirror 204 
and a magnifying lens 205 are arranged on an optical path 
in front of the CRT 203 so that an eye e of an observer can 
observe an image on the CRT 203 via the magnifying lens 
205. A diaphragm 206, a light dividing member 207 com 
prising a half-mirror, a lens 208 and a light source 209 
comprising an LED (light-emitting diode) for emitting near 
infrared rays are sequentially arranged in the direction of 
re?ection of the dichroic mirror 204. Alens 210 and a second 
imaging means 211 are arranged in the direction of re?ection 
of the light dividing member 207. The output of the second 
imaging means 211 is connected to a calculation means 212, 
Which is connected to the ?rst imaging means 202. The 
output of the calculation means 212 is connected to a lens 
driving means 213 for driving the lens 201. 

The image of the object S imaged by the ?rst imaging 
means 202 via the lens 201 is displayed on the CRT 203, and 
reaches the eye e of the observer While being magni?ed by 
the magnifying lens 205. Infrared light beams emitted from 
the light source 209 are made to be parallel light beams after 
passing through the lens 208, and then pass through the light 
dividing member 207, the diaphragm 206, the dichroic 
mirror 204 and the magnifying lens 205, and enter the eye 
e, and are re?ected by the cornea of the eye e. The light 
re?ected by the cornea and the image of a front portion of 
the eye e are imaged onto the second imaging means 211 via 
the magnifying lens 205, the dichroic mirror 204, the light 
dividing member 207 and the lens 210. 

FIGS. 10(a) and 10(b) shoW images obtained by the 
second imaging means 211. FIG. 10(a) shoWs the case in 
Which the eye e is directed in the direction of the optical axis. 
In FIG. 10(a), the image Mc of the cornea composed of light 
re?ected by the cornea appears in the center of the pupil I. 
FIG. 10(b) shoWs the case in Which the eye e is directed in 
an oblique direction. In FIG. 10(b), the image Mc of the 
cornea composed of light re?ected by the cornea appears 
eccentric relative to the pupil I, i.e., shifted aWay from the 
center of the pupil I. 
As described above, the amount of eccentricity d is 

expressed by the folloWing expression from the geometrical 
relationship: 

R. N (1/2) - (rsinZO/cosG) —Lsin6 

= (r — L)sin0, 

(1) 

Where r represents the radius of curvature of the cornea, L 
represents the apparent depth of the pupil from the apex of 
the cornea, and 0 represents the direction of the line of sight 
of the eye With respect to the optical axis. As described 
above, if the fact that the value d is not d=0 When 0=0 causes 
a problem, the value d0 may be obtained, and the value dx of 
deviation from the value do in the direction of the deviation 
may be substituted into expression (1) as the value d. 

For obtaining the angle of eccentricity 0 and the amount 
d of eccentricity from the image of the front portion of the 
eye e obtained by the second imaging means 211, the image 
Mc of the cornea can be detected as a point having the 
highest luminance in the video signal. Accordingly, as 
shoWn in FIGS. 10(a) and 10(b), a scanning line S1 passing 
this point is chosen, and scanning lines S2 and S3 spaced an 
equal distance from scanning line S1 are also chosen above 
and beloW the scanning line S1. The distribution of lumi 
nance on the scanning lines S1, S2 and S3 depends on the 
eccentricity in accordance With the difference in luminance 
in an iris portion and a pupil portion. Hence, by performing 
computer processing of the distributions of luminance, the 
direction of eccentricity 0 and the amount d of eccentricity 
are obtained. 
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FIG. 11 shoWs the relationship betWeen the direction 0 

and the amount d of eccentricity. Individuals differ in the 
values of the radius r of curvature of the cornea and the 
apparent depth L of the pupil. If such individual differences 
cause a problem, by previously measuring the values of the 
amount d1 of eccentricity for knoWn values of the angle 0 for 
each person as described above, the parameter (r-L) can be 
determined from expression (1), and the relationship 
betWeen the angle 0 and the amount d can be exactly 
obtained from expression (1) into Which the value of param 
eter (r-L) has been substituted. For measuring the amount d1 
of eccentricity, an appropriate ?xed vieWing target (the angle 
01 of the line of sight of the eye When the target is seen is 
known) may be displayed on the CRT 203, and the amount 
d of eccentricity When the target is seen may be checked. 

Since the direction of the line of sight (the direction 0 of 
eccentricity) is obtained from the amount d of eccentricity, 
the calculation means 212 may perform a focus operation 
using a Well-known automatic focusing method, for 
example, by extracting the signal of a portion corresponding 
to the direction of the line of sight from the video signal of 
the ?rst imaging means 202 using a timing circuit, passing 
the signal through a differential circuit, and driving the lens 
201 in the directions of the arroWs by the lens driving means 
213 so that the output of the differential circuit is maxi 
miZed. 

FIG. 12 is a diagram shoWing the con?guration of a sixth 
embodiment of the present invention, in Which the invention 
is applied to a slit lamp or an operation microscope used by 
an oculist. In FIG. 12, the image of an eye E to be tested is 
guided to an optical path 0a reaching the right eye eR of an 
observer and an optical path 0b reaching the left eye eL of 
the observer via a lens 231. Variable-poWer lenses 232a and 
232b, lenses 233a and 233b, erect-image prisms 234a and 
234b, and ocular lenses 235a and 235b are sequentially 
arranged along the optical axes 0a and 0b, respectively. A 
beam splitter 236 is inserted betWeen the variable-poWer 
lens 232a and the lens 233a on the optical axis 0a, and a lens 
237 and a third imaging means 238 are arranged at the 
re?ection side of the beam splitter 236. 
A lift mirror 239 is inserted betWeen the variable-poWer 

lens 232b and the lens 233b in the optical path 0b during a 
photographing operation, and a lens 240 and a ?lm camera 
241 are provided in the direction of re?ection of the lift 
mirror 239. A dichroic mirror 242 and a half-mirror 243 are 
inserted in front of and behind the ocular lens 235b in the 
optical path 0b, respectively, and a diaphragm 244, a lens 
245 and a fourth imaging means 246 are arranged in the 
direction of re?ection of the dichroic mirror 242. Alens 247, 
and a light source 248 comprising an LED emitting near 
infrared rays are arranged in the direction of re?ection of the 
half-mirror 243. Visible light sources 249 and 250 for 
correcting the line of sight are provided on both sides of the 
light source 248 at positions deviated from the optical axis. 
The outputs of the third and fourth imaging means 238 and 
246 are connected to a calculation means 251. 

In the above-described con?guration, the fourth imaging 
means 246 images the image of a front portion of the eye eL, 
and the direction of the line of sight of the eye E is detected 
in the same manner as in the above-described embodiment. 

In the present embodiment, hoWever, correction of the 
direction of the line of sight, that is, determination of 
parameter (r-L), is performed by lighting any one of the 
light sources 249 and 250 for correcting the line of sight, and 
vieWing the lit light source With the eye eL of the observer. 
After detecting the direction 0 of the line of sight, a focus 
operation may be performed only using the signal of a 
portion corresponding to the direction 0 of the line of sight 
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in the video signal of the image obtained by the third 
imaging means 238, as in the above-described embodiment. 

In the case of a microscope, focus driving has in general 
a structure for moving the light sources as one body. In a slit 
lamp, a focus operation is performed by manually moving a 
sliding platform back and forth during observation. In an 
imaging or photographing operation, a focus operation may 
be performed by driving dedicated lenses, that is, the lenses 
237, 232a and 232b. 
When accuracy in the direction 0 of the line of sight is not 

required, the visible light sources 249 and 250 are not used. 
Although it Will be convenient for the user to use a tWo 
dimensional image pickup device, such as a CCD (charge 
coupled device) or the like, as the imaging means 246, a 
plurality of one-dimensional devices may also be used. For 
one-dimensionally detecting a plurality of lines of sight, a 
one-dimensional CCD Will suffice. 
As explained above, the focus apparatuses of the above 

described embodiments can focus on a desired portion on 
the picture surface to Which the line of sight of an eye of an 
observer is directed by detecting the direction of the line of 
sight. 

FIG. 13 shoWs the con?guration of a seventh embodiment 
of the present invention. In the present embodiment, the 
invention is applied to a photometer used, for example, for 
measurement of strabismus, heterophoria and the like. In 
FIG. 13, near-infrared rays emitted from a light source 301 
for measurement are made to be parallel light beams by a 
lens 304, are re?ected by a half-mirror 306, and enter an eye 
E to be tested after passing through a dichroic mirror 307. 
The half-mirror 306 has the function of dividing light beams 
emitted from the light source 301, i.e., re?ecting visible light 
beams and transmitting infrared light beams. Light beams 
re?ected by the eye E pass through the dichroic mirror 307 
and the half-mirror 306. A front portion of the eye E is 
imaged onto the imaging surface of a television camera 310 
by a lens 308 constituting an observation optical system. A 
video signal from the television camera 310 is displayed on 
a monitor 312, and is also input to a signal processor 311, 
Which calculates the eye position by obtaining the positional 
relationship betWeen the image of the pupil Ep of the eye E 
and the image 301‘ of the cornea of the eye E composed of 
light re?ected by the cornea, as Will be described later. Fixed 
light sources 302 and 303 are provided on the observation 
surface. The ?xed light source 302 is provided on the optical 
axis of the optical system, and the ?xed light source 303 is 
provided so as to be spaced from the optical axis. Light 
beams from these ?xed light sources are condensed by a lens 
305, are re?ected by the dichroic mirror 307, and are 
incident upon the eye E. 

Next, the principle of photometry Will be described in 
detail. FIG. 14 is a diagram shoWing the relationship 
betWeen the position C‘ of the image of the cornea and the 
image of pupil Ep on the imaging surface of the television 
camera 310. Since the optical axis of the eyeball is in general 
more or less inclined With respect to the direction of the line 
of sight (the visual line), the image C‘ of the cornea 
composed of light re?ected by the cornea does not coincide 
With the center O of the pupil Ep even When the direction of 
the optical axis 309 of the observing optical system is seen. 
That is, in general, the light re?ected by the cornea shifts 
toWard one side of the nose by a predetermined amount (for 
example, about 0.4 mm) on the imaging surface. This 
amount is different for different individuals. The angle made 
by the line of sight, de?ned as the line connecting the center 
of the pupil of the person to be tested and the ?xed point 
Which is vieWed, and the optical axis of the eyeball, de?ned 
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as the line connecting the center of the pupil and the center 
of curvature of the cornea, is called a lambda angle. If the 
lambda angle is 0, the image of the cornea composed of light 
re?ected by the cornea comes to the center of the image of 
the pupil on the imaging surface When the person Watches 
the ?xed point in the forWard direction (the direction of the 
optical axis of the observation optical system). As described 
above, the distance d betWeen the image of the cornea 
composed of light re?ected by the cornea and the center of 
the pupil When the line of sight of the person is in an oblique 
direction so as to form an angle 0 With respect to the optical 
axis of the observation optical system is represented by 

If the lambda angle is not 0, that is, if the line of sight is more 
or less inclined With respect to the optical axis of the eyeball, 
the distance d betWeen the image of the cornea cpmposed of 
light re?ected by the cornea and the center of the pupil When 
an oblique direction having an angle 0;; With respect to the 
direction connecting the center O of the pupil and the image 
C‘ of the cornea composed of light re?ected by the cornea 
(that is, x direction shoWn in FIG. 14) is seen is expressed 
by 

Where do represents the distance betWeen the image of the 
cornea composed of light re?ected by the cornea and the 
center of the pupil When 0X=0, by being in?uenced by the 
above-described lambda angle. If it is estimated that the 
value 0;; has a value close to 0, the term d0cos0X in expres 
sion (2) may be replaced by do. 

In general, if the case is considered in Which the line of 
sight is inclined by angles 0x and By in the x and y directions, 
respectively, With respect to the optical axis 309, the dis 
tances dx and dy betWeen the image of the cornea composed 
of light re?ected by the cornea along the x and y directions, 
respectively, the angle 0 of the line of sight With respect to 
the optical axis 309, and the aximuth q) of the line of sight 
are expressed as folloWs: 

dx = (r — L)sin(~)x + ducosex (2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Next, the method of measurement Will be explained. First, 
by lighting the light source 302 on the observation surface, 
the eye E is made to vieW the light source to adjust the line 
of sight of the eye E to the optical axis 309 of the observation 
optical system (that is, 0X=0y=0). At that time, the value dx 
obtained from expression (2) by the signal processor 311 
corresponds to the value d0 generated by being in?uenced by 
the lambda angle. Expression (2) into Which this value do is 
substituted Will be hereinafter used. Subsequently, the light 
source 302 is turned off, and the eye E is made to vieW the 
light source 303 by lighting it. Angles 0X and By made by the 
direction of the line of sight and the optical axis 309 of the 
observation optical system When the light source 303 is 
vieWed have already been obtained and are therefore knoWn 
values. At that time, the values dx and dy are obtained from 
the video signal of the television camera 310 by the signal 
processor 311. The value (r-L) is calculated from the 
obtained values using expression (2) or Expressions (2) 
or (3) into Which this value (r-L) is substituted Will be 
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hereinafter used. Correction of the calculated expressions 
are terminated by the above-described processing. 

Subsequently, the ?xed light source for measuring stra 
bismus is alternately presented to a healthy eye and a 
diseased eye, and the image of the cornea and the image of 
the pupil of the diseased eye are imaged by the televion 
camera 310. The values dx and dy are obtained from the 
obtained video signal by the signal processor 311, the values 
6x and By are obtained from expressions (2) and (3), and the 
values of 6 and q) are further obtained by expressions (4) and 
(5). Strabismus is measured from the difference betWeen the 
position of the diseased eye When the healthy eye Watches 
the ?xed light source, and the position of the diseased eye 
When the diseased eye Watches the ?xed light source. The 
value 6 represents the angle of strabismus (that is, the 
inclination of the direction of the line of sight), and the value 
4) represents the direction of strabismus. 

The ?xed light source for measuring strabismus may be 
placed at a remote position outside the apparatus. In mea 
suring strabismus When a near object is Watched, the ?xed 
light source is placed at a position near the eye to be tested. 
If on-line provision of information is not required, a ?lm 
camera may replace the television camera 310. When tWo 
light sources 301 for measurement are provided at positions 
symmetrical With respect to the optical axis 309 to perform 
illumination from tWo oblique directions, the middle point 
of tWo images of light re?ected by the cornea on the imaging 
surface Which coincides With the above-described position 
of the image of light re?ected by the cornea may be detected, 
and measurement may be performed using the distance 
betWeen the middle point and the center of the pupil. Since 
the above-described expressions (2) and (3) are obtained by 
a paraxial approach, some error may be produced as the 
value 6 increases. Accordingly, a more exact value Will be 
obtained by previously obtaining a corrected value When the 
value 6 increases, and performing measurement in consid 
eration of the corrected value in actual measurement. 

The individual components represented by the blocks 
shoWn in FIGS. 1, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12 and 13 are Well-known in 
the optical art and their speci?c construction and operation 
is not critical to the invention or the best mode for carrying 
out the invention. Moreover, the steps recited in the speci 
?cation for carrying out the present invention can be easily 
programmed into Well-known central processing units by 
person of ordinary skill in the art and since such program 
ming per se is not part of the invention, no further descrip 
tion thereof is deemed necessary. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An optical apparatus, comprising: 
pupil illuminating means for illuminating the pupil of an 

eye of an individual; 
area sensor means for obtaining an image of the pupil 

illuminated by said pupil illuminating means and a 
cornea re?ection of said pupil illuminating means, said 
area sensor means obtaining the image via a beam 
dividing device; 

presenting means for preliminarily presenting at least tWo 
visual target points positioned at least in tWo particular 
directions With respect to the eye via the beam dividing 
device; and 

direction-of-line-of-sight calculation means for calculat 
ing the direction of the line of sight of the eye, said 
direction-of-line-of-sight calculation means calculating 
the direction of the line of sight of the eye using a 
positional relationship betWeen the image of the pupil 
and the cornea re?ection on an imaging surface of said 
area sensor means, and calculating the direction of the 
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line of sight using at least one parameter characteristic 
of the eye relating to the image of the pupil and the 
cornea re?ection; 

Wherein the value of said at least one parameter is 
obtained from the positional relationship betWeen the 
image of the pupil and the cornea re?ection on the 
imaging surface of said area sensor means When the eye 
vieWs the at least tWo visual target points positioned in 
said at least tWo particular directions. 

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising 
perimetric means for presenting stimulating light beams at 
one point in the visual ?eld of the eye, and measuring the 
visual ?eld by obtaining information from the individual to 
be tested While moving the position of said stimulating light 
beams Within the visual ?eld, and Wherein said direction 
of-line-of-sight calculation means calculates the direction of 
the line of sight of the eye the visual ?eld of Which is 
measured by said perimetric means. 

3. An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising 
projection means for projecting the image of an object, and 
display means for displaying the image of the object to 
present the image of the object to the individual, Wherein 
said projection means comprises automatic focusing means 
for performing a focus operation according to a focus 
condition of said projection means, Wherein said direction 
of-line-of-sight calculation means calculates the direction of 
the line of sight While the individual observes said display 
means, and Wherein said automatic focusing means per 
forms a focus operation according to a focus condition of 
said projection means With respect to a portion of the object 
corresponding to a portion of the image of the object on said 
display means presented in the calculated direction of the 
line of sight of the individual. 

4. An apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein said 
apparatus obtains information on eye position strabismus or 
heterophoria of the individual according to a result of the 
calculation by said direction-of-line-of-sight calculation 
means. 

5. An apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein said 
tWo-dimensional image sensor means is a video camera. 

6. A direction-of-line-of-sight detecting apparatus, com 
prising: 

pupil illuminating means for illuminating the pupil of an 
eye of an individual; 

area sensor means for obtaining an image of the pupil 
illuminated by said pupil illuminating means and a 
cornea re?ection of said pupil illuminating means, area 
sensor means obtaining the image via a beam dividing 
device; 

presenting means for preliminarily presenting at least tWo 
visual target points positioned in at least tWo particular 
directions With respect to the eye via the beam dividing 
device; and 

direction-of-line-of-sight calculation means for calculat 
ing the direction of the line of sight of the eye, said 
direction-of-line-of-sight calculation means calculating 
the direction of the line of sight of the eye using the 
positional relationship betWeen the image of the pupil 
and the cornea re?ection on an imaging surface of area 
sensor means, and calculating the direction of the line 
of sight using at least one parameter characteristic of 
the eye relating to the image of the pupil and the cornea 
re?ection, 

Wherein the value of said at least one parameter is 
obtained from the positional relationship betWeen the 
image of the pupil and the cornea re?ection on the 
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imaging surface of said area sensor means When the eye 
vieWs the at least tWo visual target points positioned in 
said at least tWo particular directions. 

7. An apparatus according to claim 6, further comprising 
a system for playing a television game, and Wherein said 
system for playing a television game operates according to 
a result of the calculation of said direction-of-line-of-sight 
calculation means. 

8. An apparatus according to claim 6, Wherein said 
tWo-dimensional image sensor means is a video camera. 

9. A perimeter, comprising: 
a visual ?eld measuring system for measuring a visual 

?eld of an eye of an eXaminee on the basis of a response 
of the eXaminee When a stimulating light beam is 
presented at various positions in the visual ?eld; 

a pupil illuminating system for illuminating the pupil of 
the eye, said pupil illuminating system having at least 
one light source; 

an imaging optical system for projecting an image of the 
pupil illuminated by said pupil illuminating system, 
and a cornea re?ection of said light source; 

a light-beam-presenting system for preliminarily present 
ing the stimulating light beam to the eye at least at one 
particular point in the visual ?eld of the eye, said 
light-beam-presenting system comprising a light source 
for emitting a visible light beam, a lens through Which 
the visible light beam passes, and a movable mirror 
positioned to receive the visible light beam after pass 
ing through said lens and to project the visible light 
beam at an arbitrary point in front of the eye of the 
eXaminee; and 

a computer unit for calculating the direction of the line of 
sight of the eye, said computer unit controlling said 
light-beam-presenting system to preliminarily present 
the stimulating light beam to the eye at said at least one 
particular point, calculating a value of at least one 
parameter characteristic of the eye by using the posi 
tional relationship betWeen the image of the pupil and 
the cornea re?ection When the eye vieWs the prelimi 
narily presented stimulating light beam, and calculating 
the direction of the line of sight of the eye on the basis 
of the value of said at least one parameter during the 
measurement of the visual ?eld. 

10. A perimeter comprising: 
a visual ?eld measuring system for measuring a visual 

?eld of an eye of an eXaminee on the basis of a response 
of the eXaminee When a stimulating light beam is 
presented at various positions in the visual ?eld; 

a pupil illuminating system for illuminating the pupil of 
the eye, said pupil illuminating system having at least 
one light source; 

an imaging optical system for projecting an image of the 
pupil illuminated by said pupil illuminating system, 
and a cornea re?ection of said light source; 

a light-beam-presenting system for preliminarily present 
ing the stimulating light beam to the eye at least at one 
particular point in the visual ?eld of the eye; 

a computer unit for calculating the direction of the line of 
sight of the eye, said computer unit controlling said 
light-beam-presenting system to preliminarily present 
the stimulating light beam to the eye at said at least one 
particular point, calculating a value of at least one 
parameter characteristic of the eye by using the posi 
tional relationship betWeen the image of the pupil and 
the cornea re?ection When the eye vieWs the prelimi 
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narily presented stimulating light beam, and calculating 
the direction of the line of sight of the eye on the basis 
of the value of said at least one parameter during the 
measurement of the visual ?eld; and 

fundus recording device for recording a fundus. 
11. A focus apparatus, comprising: 
a ?rst imaging unit for imaging an image of an object; 
a displaying unit for displaying the image of the object 

and for presenting at least tWo visual target points to an 
eye of an observer; 

area sensor means for detecting light; 
light source means for illuminating the pupil of the eye; 
a second imaging unit for projecting an image of the eye 

onto said area sensor means, Wherein a cornea re?ec 
tion of said light source means and an image of the 
pupil of the eye projected by said second imaging unit 
onto said area sensor means are detectable by said area 

sensor means; 

a calculation unit for calculating the direction of the line 
of sight of the eye While the observer vieWs the image 
of the object on said displaying unit from the positional 
relationship betWeen the cornea re?ection and the 
image of the pupil detected by said area sensor means, 
said calculation unit calculating the direction of the line 
of sight using at least one parameter characteristic of 
the eye and relating to the image of the pupil and the 
cornea re?ection, and obtaining the value of the param 
eter from the positional relationship betWeen the image 
of the pupil and the cornea re?ection on an imaging 
surface of said area sensor means When the eye vieWs 
said at least tWo visual target points; and 

an automatic focusing system, connected to said calcula 
tion unit and said ?rst imaging unit, for performing a 
focus operation for focusing said ?rst imaging unit, 
according to the direction of the line of sight of the 
observer calculated by said calculation unit so that the 
portion of said displaying unit to Which the line of sight 
of the observer is directed is focused. 

12. An apparatus according to claim 11, Wherein said 
tWo-dimensional photoelectric detector means is a tWo 
dimensional charge coupled device. 

13. Amethod of detecting the direction of the line of sight 
of an eye of an individual, said method comprising the steps 
of: 

illuminating the pupil of an eye of the individual by 
illuminating means; 

imaging an image of the illuminated pupil and a cornea 
re?ection of said illuminating means on an imaging 
surface of area sensor means, said imaging the image 
being performed via a beam dividing device; 

preliminarily presenting at least tWo visual target points 
positioned in at least tWo particular directions With 
respect to the eye via the beam dividing device; 

calculating a value of at least one parameter characteristic 
of the eye and relating to the image of the pupil and the 
cornea re?ection, the value of said at least one param 
eter being obtained by the positional relationship 
betWeen the image of the pupil and the cornea re?ec 
tion When the eye vieWs said at least tWo visual target 
points; and 

calculating the direction of the line of sight of the eye, said 
direction-of-line-of-sight calculation step being per 
formed by using a positional relationship betWeen the 
image of the pupil and the cornea re?ection on the 
imaging surface When the direction of the line of sight 
is to be measured, and using the value of said param 
eter. 










