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COMPRESSION WEIGHT FOR USE IN 
LAYING FLOORING 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates in general to the ?eld of ?ooring 
tools, and more particularly to a compression Weight for use 
in laying ?ooring. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

One aspect of laying ?ooring, such as carpet and vinyl, is 
that seams are formed betWeen adjacent pieces of ?ooring. 
It is important to the quality, durability and esthetic appeal 
of the ?ooring that seams be relatively hidden and dif?cult 
to discern. For example, When carpet is laid, seam joining 
tools can be used to mix ?bers from the adjacent pieces of 
carpet to hide the position of the seam. 

When forming a seam, glue is used along the seam line to 
af?x the ?ooring to the underlying surface. For example, hot 
melt glue in the form of seaming tape is often used along the 
seam line. In this case, the seaming tape is laid out along the 
underlying ?oor surface at the interface betWeen tWo pieces 
of ?ooring. A seaming iron is then sloWly passed over the 
seaming tape to melt lines of hot melt glue on the seaming 
tape. Once the hot melt glue is melted, the ?ooring pieces are 
placed together over the melted glue to form the seam. After 
the glue dries, the ?ooring is ?xed in place, and the seam is 
formed. In the case of carpet, a seam joining tool can then 
be used to help hide the position of the seam. 

In the seam forming process, it is important for the 
?ooring to be properly set When the glue dries. Careless 
Work can result in poor adhesion and in the ?ooring not 
being ?ush With the underlying surface. Bubbles can be 
particularly troublesome With vinyl ?ooring. Consequently, 
although not generally commercially available, various 
home-made Weights have been used to compress the ?ooring 
during the period of time after the seam has been formed and 
While the glue is drying. This compression both smooths the 
glue to form a planar surface as Well as produces better 
adhesion betWeen the ?ooring and the underlying surface. 

Conventional compression Weights used for this purpose 
include tool box trays Weighted With tools, large pieces of 
Wood, and pieces of steel covered With tape. These and other 
conventional compression Weights suffer from a number of 
problems. For example, tool box trays can leave marks on 
the ?ooring due to the color of the trays or due to rusting. 
Similarly, pieces of steel can leave rust marks on the 
?ooring. Duct tape has been used in an effort to cover the 
surfaces and avoid this problem. HoWever, the duct tape can 
cause additional problems as Well as eventually becoming 
Worn and ineffective. Further, conventional Weights such as 
Wood and steel must be relatively large to be effective. The 
siZe and bulk of these Weights make them unWieldy and 
dif?cult to transport. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance With the present invention, a compression 
Weight used in laying ?ooring is provided that provides 
signi?cant advantages of conventional compression 
Weights. 

In accordance With one aspect of the present invention, a 
compression Weight for use in laying ?ooring is disclosed. 
The compression Weight includes a body and a handle. The 
body has an upper surface and a loWer surface Where the 
loWer surface is substantially planar. The body is constructed 
from an epoxy resin material. The handle is coupled to the 
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upper surface of the body to provide a gripping surface. The 
loWer surface of the body can thereby be applied to ?ooring 
to compress the ?ooring While being laid. 
A technical advantage of the present invention is the 

construction of a compression Weight from epoxy resin 
counter top material. The density and nonstaining nature of 
the material produces a compression Weight that is heavy 
enough to be effective Without being too large and bulky and 
that does not leave marks on the ?ooring When used. Further, 
the compression Weight provides a uniform Weight distri 
bution to better produce a consistent seam. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A more complete understanding of the present invention 
and advantages thereof may be acquired by referring to the 
folloWing description taken in conjunction With the accom 
panying draWings in Which like reference numbers indicate 
like features and Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of one embodiment of a 
compression Weight constructed according to the teachings 
of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded vieW of the compression Weight 
FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 3 is a diagram of the use of the compression Weight 
of the present invention in the laying of ?ooring. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of one embodiment of a 
compression Weight, indicated generally at 10, constructed 
according to the teachings of the present invention. Com 
pression Weight 10 comprises a body 12 and a handle 14. 
Body 12 has an upper surface and a loWer surface Where the 
loWer surface is substantially planar. In the embodiment of 
FIG. 1, body 12 is constructed from epoxy resin counter top 
material cut to a length of tWenty inches, a Width of ten 
inches and a height of one inch. Other siZes can also be used, 
but this siZe has been found to provide both suf?cient Weight 
and surface area as Well as ease of portability. In the 
embodiment of FIG. I, handle 14 is a Wooden ball type knob 
af?xed to the upper surface of body 12 to provide a gripping 
surface. It should be understood that other forms of handles 
can also be used to provide a gripping surface. 

The epoxy resin counter top material used to construct 
body 12 is preferably a baked mixture of epoxy resin that is 
available from LABORATORY TOPS, INC. located in 
Taylor, Tex. This material is relatively dense having a 
density of approximately 0.0765 pounds per cubic inch. 
Further, this material is relatively impervious to numerous 
acids and other solvents and can generally be easily cleaned 
of contaminating substances. In particular, this material is 
nonstaining to carpet, vinyl and other ?ooring materials. 
Other materials having approximately the same or higher 
density and having similar nonstaining characteristics could 
also be used Within the teachings of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an exploded vieW of compression Weight 10 of 
FIG. 1. As shoWn, handle 14 can be coupled to body 12 by 
insertion of a connection feature of handle 14 into a hole, 
indicated generally at 16, drilled in body 12. The connection 
feature of handle 14 can be a screW, rod or other extension 
of handle 14. The connection feature can be af?xed to body 
12 using a binding substance such as glue or epoxy. One 
commercially available substance that can be used is LIQ 
UID STEEL. 
One process for manufacturing compression Weight 10 of 
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5,881,531 
3 

counter top material from a manufacturer of epoxy resin 
counter tops, such as LABORATORY TOPS. The scrap 
material preferably has a thickness betWeen % inch and one 
inch. This scrap material can then be cut into separate pieces 
of approximately tWenty inches in length and ten inches in 
Width. Some variation in these measurements is acceptable 
as the tolerance is relatively large Within Which compression 
Weight 10 can still perform its function. The cut pieces are 
then drilled for the placement of a knob to provide a handle 
for the compression Weight. A screW extending from the 
knob is inserted into the drilled hole and af?xed using 
LIQUID STEEL epoxy. It should be understood that other 
manufacturing methods and components could also be used 
Within the teachings of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a diagram of the use of compression Weight 10 
of the present invention in the laying of ?ooring. As shoWn, 
the embodiment of FIG. 3 involves the use of compression 
Weight 10 in forming a seam 20 betWeen a ?rst piece of 
carpet 22 and a second piece of carpet 24. Astrip of seaming 
tape 26 is laid along seam 20 and includes strips of hot melt 
glue. A seaming iron 28 is then used to heat and melt the 
strips of hot melt glue on seaming tape 26. Once the hot melt 
glue is melted, the edges of ?rst piece of carpet 22 and 
second piece of carpet 24 are placed together to form seam 
20. Compression Weight 10 is then used to apply pressure to 
the neWly formed seam 20. Compression Weight operates to 
hold doWn carpet 22 and 24 to alloW better af?xation of 
carpet 22 and 24 to the underlying ?oor surface When the hot 
melt glue dries. Further, compression Weight 10 operates to 
smooth the hot melt glue to insure an even distribution and 
avoid bubbles or ripples in carpet 22 and 24. Compression 
Weight 10 can be used in a similar manner in the laying of 
vinyl ?ooring Where bubbles in the vinyl can particularly be 
a problem. 

Compression Weight 10 provides signi?cant advantages 
in the ?oor laying process due to its density and nonstaining 
properties. The density of the compression Weight alloWs it 
to be heavy enough to be effective Without being too large 
and bulky. The nonstaining properties of compression 
Weight 10 alloWs it to be used Without leaving marks on the 
?ooring (Which marks Would necessitate replacement of the 
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?ooring). The compression Weight also provides a uniform 
Weight distribution to better produce a consistent seam. 

Although the present invention has been described in 
detail, it should be understood that various changes, substi 
tutions and alterations can be made hereto Without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention as de?ned by the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A compression Weight for use in laying ?ooring, 

comprising: 
a body having an upper surface and a loWer surface, 
Where the loWer surface is substantially planar, and the 
body is constructed from an epoxy resin material 
having a density of approximately 0.0765 pounds per 
cubic inch; and 

a handle coupled to the upper surface of the body to 
provide a gripping surface; 

such that the loWer surface of the body can be applied to 
?ooring to compress the ?ooring While being laid. 

2. The compression Weight of claim 1, Wherein the epoxy 
resin material comprises epoxy resin counter top material. 

3. The compression Weight of claim 2, Wherein the epoxy 
resin material has a density of approximately 0.0765 pounds 
per cubic inch. 

4. The compression Weight of claim 2, Wherein the epoxy 
resin counter top material is salvaged from scrap material. 

5. The compression Weight of claim 1, Wherein the body 
is approximately one inch in height. 

6. The compression Weight of claim 5, Wherein the body 
is approximately tWenty inches in length and ten inches in 
Width. 

7. The compression Weight of claim 1, Wherein the handle 
comprises a Wooden knob. 

8. The compression Weight of claim 7, Wherein the handle 
has a screW extension, and the handle is coupled to the body 
by inserting the screW extension into a hole drilled in the 
upper surface of the body. 

9. The compression Weight of claim 6, Wherein the handle 
is coupled to the body using epoxy to af?x the screW 
extension in the hole. 


