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COATED CUTTING TOOL 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention concerns a coated cutting tool. More 
speci?cally, the invention pertains to a coated cutting tool 
Wherein the coating scheme for the cutting tool includes a 
layer of a Group IVB metal-aluminum alloy applied by 
physical vapor deposition (PVD) and a layer of alumina 
applied by PVD to the layer of the Group IVB-aluminum 
alloy. 
Alumina as a bulk material exhibits high oxidation 

resistance, high chemical stability, high hardness and good 
Wear resistance. Alumina thus has desirable properties for 
use in material removal, e.g., metal removal, applications. 
NotWithstanding these desirable properties, the use of alu 
mina cutting tools has certain draWbacks due to the loW 
toughness and poor formability of alumina. To improve the 
cutting performance, some manufacturers have included 
additives such as chromium oxide, magnesium oxide, tita 
nium oxide, nickel oxide and refractory metal carbides to the 
alumina-based cutting tool. The presence of these additives 
has resulted in alumina cutting tools With improved perfor 
mance properties. 

Another Way to overcome the disadvantages of alumina 
and yet still achieve the bene?cial properties thereof is to 
coat tougher and more readily formed cutting tool substrates 
With an alumina coating via physical vapor deposition 
(PVD) techniques. The end result of this process is an 
alumina-coated cutting tool. 

While alumina-coated cutting tools achieve certain per 
formance levels, there have been draWbacks With these 
tools. In this regard, the following documents concern the 
application of an amorphous alumina coating to a substrate. 

The article by Knotek et al. entitled “Sputtered hard 
materials based on titanium and aluminum for Wear 
protection”, International Pulvermet. Tagung, DDR, Dres 
den (1985), pp. 181—196, mentions the PVD (magnetron 
sputtering) application of separate coatings of alumina, TiN 
and TiAlN. The article states that these coatings have 
equivalent, or in the case of TiAlN better, performance than 
CVD coatings. 

The Sumomogi et al article entitled “Adhesion Evaluation 
of RF-Sputtered Aluminum Oxide and Titanium Carbide 
Thick Films GroWn on Carbide Tools”, Thin Solid F ilms, 79 
(1981), pp. 91—100, discusses the PVD application of alu 
mina coatings on cemented carbide tools (ISO P20). 

The ShinZato et al. article entitled “Internal Stress in 
Sputter-Deposited A1203 Films”, Thin Solid Films, 97 
(1982), pp. 333—337, mentions the application of an alumina 
coating to cemented carbide (ISO P20), high speed steel, and 
Corning Pyrex glass substrates via either a conventional r.f. 
apparatus or a planar magnetron r.f. apparatus. 

The KaZama et al. article entitled “Alumina Films Pre 
pared by Ion Plating” [alumina on a WC cutting tool], 
mentions the application of an alumina coating via ion 
plating to a WC substrate to from an alpha-alumina coating. 

Japanese Patent Application S54-2982 to Murayama et al. 
addresses the use of the ion plating method to apply an 
alumina (or alumina and TiC) coating to a substrate. Prac 
tical Example II concerns the alumina coating on a cutting 
tool (ISO P30 alloy). 

One draWback of alumina coated cutting tools pertains to 
the lack of adequate adhesion betWeen the substrate and the 
alumina coating or layer. One Way to improve the adhesion 
of the alumina coating is to provide an intermediate layer or 
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2 
layers. The folloWing documents discuss the use of an 
intermediate layer. 

In Ramos et al., “Adhesion improvement of RF-sputtered 
alumina coatings as determined by the scratch test”, Jour. 
Adhesion Sci. Technol, Vol. 7, No. 8, pp. 801—811 (1993), 
the authors looked at the use of a titanium or a titanium 
nitride intermediate layer betWeen a high speed steel sub 
strate (AISI M2) and an alumina coating applied via 
RF-sputtering. The overall conclusion Was that the presence 
of a titanium or titanium nitride intermediate layer improves 
the adhesion of the alumina coating to the high speed steel 
substrate. 

Japanese Patent Publication No. 57-120667 to Doi et al. 
mentions in the context of a cutting tool the PVD application 
of an intermediate layer of alumina over a base layer of TiC. 
The outer layer is TiN. This patent also mentions a six-layer 
coating scheme including alumina as the outer layer With 
TiC, alumina, TiCO as the intermediate layers using a 
plasma CVD device. Example No. 3 of this patent comprises 
an eight layer scheme in Which the outer layer is alumina and 
the intermediate layers include TiC, alumina, TiCO and 
TiCN. 

Japanese Patent Application No. H4-308075 to Matsuda 
et al. discusses the application by ion plating of an alumina 
coating to a substrate. The alumina may be applied directly 
to the surface of the substrate. The alumina may also be 
applied to an intermediate layer previously formed on the 
substrate. The intermediate layer may be titanium, titanium 
carbide or titanium nitride. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved 
coated cutting tool Wherein the coating scheme includes a 
layer of a Group IVB-aluminum alloy applied by PVD and 
a layer of alumina applied by PVD to the Group IVB 
aluminum alloy layer. 

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved 
coated cutting tool Wherein the coating scheme includes at 
least one intermediate layer of a titanium-based composition 
applied by either chemical vapor deposition (CVD) or PVD 
to the substrate, a layer of a Group IVB-aluminum alloy 
applied by PVD to the outermost intermediate layer of the 
titanium-based composition, and a layer of alumina applied 
by PVD to the Group IVB-aluminum alloy layer. 

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved 
coated cutting tool Wherein the coating scheme includes at 
least one layer of a titanium-based composition applied by 
either CVD or PVD to the substrate, a layer of a Group 
IVB-aluminum alloy applied by PVD to the outermost 
intermediate layer of the titanium-based composition, a 
layer of alumina applied by PVD to the Group IVB 
aluminum alloy layer, and at least one layer of the titanium 
based composition applied by either CVD or PVD to the 
alumina layer. 

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved 
coated cutting tool Wherein the coating scheme includes a 
base layer of a Group IVB-aluminum alloy applied by PVD 
to the substrate and an outer layer of alumina applied by 
PVD to the Group IVB-aluminum alloy layer. 

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved 
coated cutting tool Wherein the coating scheme includes a 
base layer of a Group IVB-aluminum alloy applied by PVD 
to the substrate, a layer of alumina applied by PVD to the 
Group IVB-aluminum alloy layer, and at least one layer of 
a titanium-based composition applied by either CVD or 
PVD to the alumina layer. 
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It is an object of the invention to provide an improved 
coated cutting tool Wherein the coating scheme includes at 
least one intermediate layer of a titanium-based composition 
applied by either CVD or PVD to the substrate, a layer of a 
Group IVB-aluminum alloy applied by PVD to the outer 
most intermediate layer of the titanium-based composition, 
and an outer layer of alumina applied by PVD to the Group 
IVB-aluminum alloy layer. 

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved 
coated cutting tool Wherein the coating scheme includes a 
layer of a Group IVB-aluminum alloy applied by PVD and 
a layer of alumina applied by PVD to the Group IVB 
aluminum alloy layer Wherein the Group IVB-aluminum 
alloy includes one or more of titanium, Zirconium, and 
hafnium. 

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved 
coated cutting tool Wherein the coating scheme includes a 
layer of a Group IVB-aluminum alloy applied by PVD and 
a layer of alumina applied by PVD to the Group IVB 
aluminum alloy layer Wherein the Group IVB-aluminum 
alloy optionally includes one or more of the Group VB 
elements vanadium, tantalum, and niobium. 

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved 
coated cutting tool Wherein the coating scheme includes a 
layer of a Group IVB-aluminum alloy applied by PVD and 
a layer of alumina applied by PVD to the layer of the Group 
IVB-aluminum alloy Wherein the layer of the Group IVB 
aluminum alloy presents a compositional concentration gra 
dient. 

In one form thereof, the invention is a coated cutting tool 
that comprises a rake face and a ?ank face With a cutting 
edge being at the juncture of the rake face and the ?ank face. 
The cutting tool further includes a substrate and a coating 
bonded to the substrate. The coating has a coating scheme 
Which includes a ?rst layer of a titanium-aluminum alloy 
applied by physical vapor deposition, and a layer of alumina 
directly applied by physical vapor deposition to the ?rst 
layer of the titanium-aluminum alloy. 

In another form thereof, the invention is a coated cutting 
tool that comprises a rake face and a ?ank face With a cutting 
edge being at the juncture of the rake face and the ?ank face. 
The cutting tool further includes a substrate and a coating 
bonded to the substrate. The coating has a coating scheme 
Which includes a ?rst layer, Wherein the ?rst layer is applied 
by PVD and has a composition according to the folloWing 
relationship: (Tia Zrb HfC Vd Tag Nbf Al1-(a+b+c+d+e+f)) 
(NxO1_x) Wherein 0§a<1;0§b<1;0§c<1;0§d<1;0§e<1; 
0§f<1; Oéxé 1; and 0<(a+b+c+d+e+f)<1. The coating 
scheme further includes an alumina layer bonded to the ?rst 
layer. 

In still another form thereof, the invention is a coated 
cutting tool that comprises a rake face and a ?ank face With 
a cutting edge being at the juncture of the rake face and the 
?ank face. The cutting tool further includes a substrate and 
a coating bonded to the substrate. The coating has a coating 
scheme Which includes a ?rst layer of a Group IVB metal 
aluminum alloy applied by physical vapor deposition, and a 
layer of alumina directly applied by physical vapor deposi 
tion to the ?rst layer of the Group IVB-aluminum alloy. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The folloWing is a brief description of the draWings that 
form a part of this patent application: 

FIG. 1 is an isometric vieW of a speci?c embodiment of 
the cutting tool of the invention that has a base layer and an 
outer layer; 
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4 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional vieW of the cutting tool of FIG. 

1 taken along section line 2—2 shoWing a substrate, a base 
layer and an outer layer; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional vieW of another embodiment of 
the cutting tool of the invention shoWing a substrate, a base 
layer, an intermediate layer and an outer layer; 

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW of still another embodi 
ment of the cutting tool of the invention shoWing a substrate, 
tWo intermediate layers, a layer of a Group IVB-aluminum 
alloy, and an outer layer of alumina; 

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional vieW of another embodiment of 
the cutting tool of the invention shoWing a substrate, tWo 
intermediate layers, a layer of a Group IVB-aluminum alloy, 
a layer of alumina, and tWo outer layers; 

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional vieW of another embodiment of 
the cutting tool of the invention shoWing a substrate, tWo 
intermediate layers, a layer of a Group IVB-aluminum alloy, 
another layer of a Group IVB-aluminum alloy, and an outer 
layer of alumina; and 

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional vieW of another embodiment of 
the cutting tool of the invention shoWing a substrate, tWo 
intermediate layers, a layer of a Group IVB-aluminum alloy, 
another layer of a Group IVB-aluminum alloy, a layer of 
alumina, and tWo outer layers. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to the draWings, FIG. 1 shoWs a ?rst speci?c 
embodiment of the cutting tool of the invention, generally 
designated as 10. Cutting tool 10 has a rake face 12 and a 
?ank face 14. Acutting edge 16 is at the juncture of the rake 
face 12 and the ?ank face 14. 
The cutting tool presents a substrate With a multi-layer 

coating scheme Wherein in selected embodiments some or 
all of the coating layers are applied via physical vapor 
deposition. There are a variety of PVD techniques by Which 
one can apply a coating to a substrate to achieve a coated 
cutting tool. These techniques include any high ion density 
process such as, for eXample, ion plating, magnetron sput 
tering and arc evaporation. 

In other selected embodiments, some of the coating layers 
may be applied by chemical vapor deposition (CVD). There 
are a variety of CVD processes that Would achieve a 
satisfactory CVD layer. 

Referring to FIG. 2, cutting tool 10 has a substrate 18 
along With a tWo layer coating scheme. 
The base layer 20 is titanium aluminum nitride applied via 

a physical vapor deposition technique. The thickness of the 
TiAlN base layer 20 is betWeen 1 and 6 micrometers. By 
using the TiAlN layer there is a good metallurgical bond 
betWeen the tungsten carbide-cobalt substrate and the TiAlN 
base coating. 

Still referring to FIG. 2, the cutting tool 10 also has an 
outer layer 22 of alumina applied via a physical vapor 
deposition technique. The thickness of the outer layer 22 is 
betWeen 1 and 6 micrometers. The presence of the aluminum 
in the TiAlN should also promote the nucleation of alumina 
grains in the alumina outer coating on the titanium alumi 
num nitride layer surface. 

Although not illustrated as a speci?c embodiment, appli 
cants contemplate that the invention encompasses the sub 
stitution of titanium, aluminum or titanium-aluminum hav 
ing a thickness of less than 0.5 micrometers for the titanium 
aluminum-nitride of the ?rst speci?c embodiment. Such a 
variation Would result in a cutting tool With a substrate, a 
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base coating of titanium aluminum applied by PVD and an 
outer coating of alumina applied by PVD. 

Referring to FIG. 3, the cutting tool 30 has a rake face 32 
and a ?ank face 34. A cutting edge 36 is at the juncture of 
the rake face 32 and the ?ank face 34. 

The cutting tool 30 further includes a substrate 40. The 
cutting tool 30 further includes a base layer 42 of titanium 
aluminum nitride deposited by physical vapor deposition 
techniques on the surface of the substrate 40. The base layer 
42 is of a thickness betWeen 1 and 6 micrometers. As 
mentioned before, this base layer forms a metallurgical bond 
With the substrate. 

The cutting tool 30 further includes a mediate layer 44 of 
titanium, aluminum or titanium-aluminum applied by PVD 
to the surface of the titanium aluminum nitride layer 42. The 
mediate layer 44 has a thickness that is less than 0.5 
micrometers. 

The cutting tool ?nally includes an outer layer 46 of 
alumina that is applied via physical vapor deposition to the 
surface of the titanium aluminum mediate layer 44. The 
thickness of the outer layer 46 is betWeen 1 and 6 microme 
ters. The presence of aluminum in the mediate layer helps 
promote the nucleation of alumina grains in the outer layer 
of alumina on the surface of the titanium aluminum layer 44. 

Referring to another embodiment of the cutting tool 
generally designated as 50 and illustrated in FIG. 4, cutting 
tool 50 includes a rake face 52, a ?ank face 54, and a cutting 
edge 56 at the intersection of the rake and ?ank faces (52, 
54). Cutting tool 50 further includes a substrate 58. 

Referring to the coating scheme, there are tWo interme 
diate layers 60, 62 of a titanium-based composition Wherein 
the intermediate layer 60 (e.g., titanium nitride) is applied to 
the surface of the substrate. Intermediate layers 60, 62 may 
be applied by either chemical vapor deposition (CVD) or 
PVD. Intermediate layer 60 has a thickness betWeen 1 
micrometer and 4 micrometers. Intermediate layer 62 (e.g., 
titanium carbonitride) has a thickness betWeen 1 micrometer 
and 4 micrometers. 
A layer 64 of a titanium-aluminum alloy (e.g., titanium 

aluminum nitride) is applied to the surface of the interme 
diate layer 62 by PVD. Layer 64 has a thickness betWeen 1 
and 6 micrometers. 
Alayer 66 of alumina is applied by PVD to the surface of 

the titanium-aluminum alloy layer 64. Layer 66 has a 
thickness betWeen 1 and 6 micrometers. 

Referring to still another embodiment of the cutting tool 
generally designated as 70 and illustrated in FIG. 5, cutting 
tool 70 includes a rake face 72, a ?ank face 74, and a cutting 
edge 76 at the intersection of the rake and ?ank faces (72, 
74). Cutting tool 70 further includes a substrate 78. 

Referring to the coating scheme, there are tWo interme 
diate layers 80, 82 of a titanium-based composition Wherein 
the intermediate layer 80 (e.g., titanium nitride) is applied to 
the surface of the substrate. Intermediate layers 80, 82 may 
be applied by either CVD or PVD. Intermediate layer 80 has 
a thickness of betWeen 1 micrometer and 4 micrometers. 
Intermediate layer 82 (e.g., titanium carbonitride) has a 
thickness of betWeen 1 micrometer and 4 micrometers. 
A layer 84 of a titanium-aluminum alloy (e.g., titanium 

aluminum nitride) is applied to intermediate layer 82 by 
PVD. Layer 84 has a thickness of 1 to 6 micrometers. 
A layer 86 of alumina is applied by PVD to the titanium 

aluminum alloy layer 84. Layer 86 has a thickness of 1 to 6 
micrometers. 
Apair of outer layers 88, 90 of a titanium-based compo 

sition are applied to the alumina layer 86 by either CVD or 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

6 
PVD. Outer layer 88 (e.g., titanium) has a thickness of less 
than 0.5 micrometers. Outer layer 90 (e.g., titanium nitride) 
has a thickness of betWeen 1 micrometer and 4 micrometers. 
The outer layer 88 is applied directly to the surface of the 
alumina layer 86. 

Referring to an additional embodiment of the cutting tool 
generally designated as 100 and illustrated in FIG. 6, cutting 
tool 100 includes a rake face 102, a ?ank face 104, and a 
cutting edge 106 at the intersection of the rake and ?ank 
faces (102, 104). Cutting tool 100 further includes a sub 
strate 108. 

Referring to the coating scheme, there are tWo interme 
diate layers 110, 112 of a titanium-based composition 
Wherein the intermediate layer 110 (e.g., titanium nitride) is 
applied to the surface of the substrate. Intermediate layers 
110, 112 may be applied by either CVD or PVD. Interme 
diate layer 110 has a thickness betWeen 1 micrometer and 4 
micrometers. Intermediate layer 112 (e.g., titanium 
carbonitride) has a thickness betWeen 1 micrometer and 4 
micrometers. 
A layer 114 of a ?rst titanium-aluminum alloy (e.g., 

titanium aluminum nitride) is applied to intermediate layer 
112 by PVD. Layer 114 has a thickness of betWeen 1 
micrometer and 4 micrometers. A layer 116 of a second 
titanium-aluminum alloy (e. g., titanium aluminum nitride) is 
applied to the titanium-aluminum alloy layer 114 by PVD. 
Layer 116 has a thickness of betWeen 1 micrometer and 4 
micrometers. Preferably, the second titanium-aluminum 
alloy layer has a higher aluminum content than the ?rst 
titanium-aluminum alloy layer. 

Alayer 118 of alumina is applied by PVD to the titanium 
aluminum alloy layer 116. Layer 118 has a thickness of 
betWeen 1 micrometer and 6 micrometers. 

Referring to an embodiment of the cutting tool generally 
designated as 120 and illustrated in FIG. 7, cutting tool 120 
includes a rake face 122, a ?ank face 124, and a cutting edge 
126 at the intersection of the rake and ?ank faces (122, 124). 
Cutting tool 120 further includes a substrate 128. 

Referring to the coating scheme, there are tWo interme 
diate layers 130, 132 of a titanium-based composition 
Wherein the intermediate layer 130 is applied to the surface 
of the substrate. Intermediate layers 130, 132 may be applied 
by either CVD or PVD. Intermediate layer 130 (e.g., tita 
nium nitride) has a thickness of betWeen 1 micrometer and 
4 micrometers. Intermediate layer 132 (e.g., titanium 
carbonitride) has a thickness of betWeen 1 micrometer and 
4 micrometers. 
A ?rst layer 134 of a ?rst titanium-aluminum alloy (e.g., 

titanium aluminum nitride) is applied to intermediate layer 
132 (e.g., titanium carbonitride) by PVD. Layer 134 has a 
thickness of betWeen 1 micrometer and 4 micrometers. A 
second layer 136 of a second titanium-aluminum alloy (e.g., 
titanium aluminum nitride) is applied to the ?rst titanium 
aluminum alloy layer 134 by PVD. Layer 136 has a thick 
ness of betWeen 1 micrometer and 4 micrometers. 
Preferably, the second titanium-aluminum alloy layer has a 
higher aluminum content than the ?rst titanium-aluminum 
alloy layer. 
A layer 138 of alumina is applied by PVD to the surface 

of the second titanium-aluminum alloy layer 136. Layer 138 
has a thickness of betWeen 1 micrometer and 6 micrometers. 
Apair of outer layers 140, 142 of a titanium-based compo 
sition are applied to the alumina layer 138 by either CVD or 
PVD. If applied by PVD, the outer layer 140 (e.g., titanium) 
is applied directly to the surface of the alumina layer 138. 
Outer layer 140 has a thickness of less than 0.5 micrometers. 



5,879,823 
7 

Outer layer 142 (e.g., titanium nitride) has a thickness of 
betWeen 1 micrometer and 4 micrometers. If applied by 
CVD, the outer layer 140 may be titanium carbonitride and 
have a thickness of betWeen 1 micrometer and 4 microme 
ters. 

Referring to the embodiments described above, the sub 
strate for these embodiments is tungsten carbide-cobalt 
based cemented carbide; hoWever, the substrate may be 
selected from the group consisting of various cemented 
carbides, cermets, ceramics, tool steels, cubic boron nitride 
based cermets and ceramics, diamond-based compositions, 
and combinations and composites thereof. 

Still referring to the embodiments described above, the 
most preferable alumina layer comprises a substantially 
crystalline alumina of any of the knoWn crystalline phases of 
alumina. These crystalline phases include alpha (0t) alumina, 
gamma (y) alumina, delta (6) alumina, theta (6) alumina, 
kappa (K) or eta (11) alumina, and khi alumina. See 
Binary alloy phase diagrams, Massalski (editor), American 
Society for Metals, Metals Park, Ohio (1990), p. 185. 
HoWever, applicants contemplate that a layer of amorphous 
alumina alone or in combination With crystalline alumina is 
Within the scope of the invention. 

Referring to the above embodiments, the titanium 
aluminum alloy most preferably comprises either titanium 
aluminum or titanium aluminum nitride. 

Still referring to the embodiments described above, the 
most preferably composition for the titanium-based compo 
sition of the intermediate layer or the outer layer comprises 
one or more of titanium carbide, titanium nitride, titanium 
carbonitride and the solution solids thereof. 

In regard to the titanium-aluminum alloy layers of the 
embodiments described above, applicants contemplate as an 
alternate embodiment that any one or more of these layers 
may present concentration gradients therein. For eXample, in 
the embodiment of FIG. 2 Wherein the base layer 20 is a 
titanium-aluminum alloy (e.g., titanium aluminum nitride), 
the composition of this titanium-aluminum alloy may be 
represented by the relationship: (Tia Al1_a N) Wherein 0<a<1 
and the composition varies throughout the thickness of the 
layer. This relationship is also applicable to the other layers 
of titanium-aluminum alloy described above in conjunction 
With the above embodiments. Preferably, the aluminum 
content of the titanium-aluminum alloy layer increases 
toWard the alumina layer. 

In regard to the processes to produce a concentration 
gradient, US. Pat. No. 5,330,853 to Hofmann et al. for a 
MULTILAYER Ti—Al—N COATING FOR TOOLS, Euro 
pean Patent Application 0 448 720 Al to Omori et al. for a 
SURFACE-COATED HARD MEMBER FOR CUTTING 
AND ABRASION-RESISTANT TOOLS, and Japanese 
Patent Application No. 1-151953 to Ikeda et al. for ABRA 
SION RESISTANT FILM discuss various coating schemes 
Wherein the coating layers present concentration gradients 
therein. Applicants consider that the techniques disclosed in 
these documents Would be suitable for the application of the 
layers of the titanium-aluminum alloy Which present a 
concentration gradient. 

Applicants also contemplate that the combination of the 
titanium-aluminum alloy layer(s) could be one continuous 
layer. The contents of the various elements Would be varied 
so as to provide for a suitable continuous layer in Which the 
composition varies according to the distance from the sur 
face of the substrate. The composition of this one continuous 
layer may be represented by the relationship: (Tix Al1_x) (Ny 
O1_y) Wherein 0X<1 and Oéyé 1 in Which the aluminum and 
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8 
oxygen contents of the titanium-aluminum alloy layers 
increase toWard the alumina layer. 

Applicants further consider the invention to encompass a 
cutting tool in Which the coating scheme presents the 
titanium-aluminum alloy to optionally include one or more 
of the elements Zirconium, hafnium, vanadium, tantalum 
and niobium. In this regard, the composition of the layer of 
the titanium-aluminum alloy Would be represented by the 
folloWing relationship: (Tia Zrb HfC Vd Tag Nbf Al1-(a+b+ 
c+d+e+f))(N) Wherein 0<a<1; 0§b<1; 0§c<1; 0§d<1; 
0§e<1; 0; f<1; and 0<(a+b+c+d+e+f)<1. The composition 
may vary through the thickness of the layer. 

In an embodiment in Which the coating scheme of the 
titanium-aluminum alloy (With metal addition) layers Would 
comprise one continuous layer, the composition Would be 
represented by the relationship: (Tia Zrb HfC Vd Tag Nbf 
Al1-(a+b+c+d+e+f)(NX O1_x) Wherein 0; a<1; 0§b<1; 
0§c<1; 0§d<1; 0§e<1; 0§f<1; Oéxél; and 0<(a+b+c+ 
d+e+f)<1. The composition may vary through the thickness 
of the layer. 

Furthermore, applicants consider the invention to include 
a cutting tool in Which in the layers of the titanium alloy, the 
titanium may be substituted in Whole or in part by Zirconium 
and/or hafnium so that, for example, the composition of 
these layers may be represented by the relationship: (Tia Zrb 
Hfc) (N) Wherein 0§a<1; 0§b<1; 0§c<1; and a+b+c<1. 
The composition may vary through the thickness of the 
layer. 

In the situation in Which the coating scheme of the 
titanium alloy layers Would comprise one continuous layer, 
the composition Would be represented by the folloWing 
relationship: (Tia, Zrb, Hfc) ((Nx, O1_x) Wherein 0<a§ 1; 
0<b§1; 0<c§ 1; a+b+c=1 and 0§X E1. 
The patents and other documents identi?ed herein are 

hereby incorporated by reference herein. 
Other embodiments of the invention Will be apparent to 

those skilled in the art from a consideration of the speci? 
cation or practice of the invention disclosed herein. It is 
intended that the speci?cation and eXamples be considered 
as illustrative only, With the true scope and spirit of the 
invention being indicated by the folloWing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A coated cutting tool comprising: 
a rake face and a ?ank face, a cutting edge being at the 

juncture of the rake face and the ?ank face, a substrate, 
and a coating bonded to the substrate; having a coating 
scheme including a ?rst layer of a titanium-aluminum 
alloy directly applied by physical vapor deposition to 
the surface of the substrate, and a layer of alumina 
directly applied by physical vapor deposition to the 
surface of the ?rst layer of the titanium-aluminum 
alloy. 

2. The coated cutting tool of claim 1 Wherein the ?rst layer 
of the titanium-aluminum alloy is represented by the rela 
tionship (TiaAl1_aN) Wherein 0<a<1, and the aluminum 
content of the ?rst layer increases toWard the alumina layer. 

3. The coated cutting tool of claim 1 the ?rst layer of the 
titanium-aluminum alloy comprises titanium aluminum. 

4. The coated cutting tool of claim 1 Wherein the ?rst layer 
of titanium-aluminum alloy further includes one or more of 

the elements of Zirconium, hafnium, vanadium, tantalum, 
and niobium. 

5. The coated cutting tool of claim 1 Wherein the substrate 
is selected from the group consisting of cemented carbides, 
cermets, ceramics, tool steels, cubic boron nitride-based 
cermets and ceramics, and diamond-based compositions. 
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6. The coated cutting tool of claim 1 wherein the substrate 
is a tungsten carbide-cobalt-based cemented carbide. 

7. The coated cutting tool of claim 1 Wherein the com 
position of the ?rst layer of titanium-aluminum alloy 
changes through the thickness of the layer. 

8. The coated cutting tool of claim 1 Wherein the alumina 
comprises substantially crystalline alumina including one or 
more of the folloWing crystalline phases of alumina: alpha 
(0t) alumina, gamma (y) alumina, delta (6) alumina, theta (6) 
alumina, kappa (K) or eta (11) alumina, and khi alumina. 

9. A coated cutting tool comprising: 
a rake face and a ?ank face, a cutting edge being at the 

juncture of the rake face and the ?ank face, a substrate, 
and a coating bonded to the substrate; 

the coating having a coating scheme including a ?rst layer 
of titanium-aluminum alloy applied by physical vapor 
deposition, and a layer of alumina directly applied by 
physical vapor deposition to the ?rst layer of the 
titanium-aluminum alloy, and at least one out layer of 
a material containing titanium applied to the layer of 
alumina. 

10. The coated cutting tool of claim 1 Wherein the ?rst 
layer of titanium-aluminum alloy further includes one or 
more of the elements of Zirconium, hafnium, vanadium, 
tantalum, and niobium. 

11. The coated cutting tool of claim 9 Wherein the one 
outer layer comprising titanium. 

12. The coated cutting tool of claim 11 further including 
another outer layer of an alloy containing titanium and 
nitrogen applied to the one outer layer of titanium. 

13. The coated cutting tool of claim 12 Wherein the other 
outer layer comprises titanium nitride. 

14. The coated cutting tool of claim 9 further including at 
least one intermediate layer of an alloy containing titanium 
and nitrogen betWeen the ?rst layer of the titanium 
aluminum alloy and the substrate. 

15. The coated cutting tool of claim 9 further including a 
?rst intermediate layer of titanium nitride applied directly to 
the surface of the substrate, a second intermediate layer of 
titanium carbonitride applied directly to the ?rst intermedi 
ate layer, and the ?rst layer being applied directly to the 
second intermediate layer. 

16. The coated cutting tool of claim 9 Wherein the ?rst 
layer of titanium-aluminum alloy further contains one or 
more of the elements of Zirconium, hafnium, vanadium, 
tantalum, and niobium. 

17. The coated cutting tool of claim 16 Wherein the 
titanium-aluminum alloy has a composition according to the 
folloWing relationship: (Tia Zrb HfC Vd Tag Nbf All_(a+b+c+ 
d+e+f)(Nx O1_x) Wherein 0<a<1; 0<(b+c+d+e+f)<1; and 
0<X<1. 

18. The coated cutting tool of claim 17 Wherein the 
aluminum and oXygen contents of the ?rst layer increase 
toWard the alumina layer. 

19. A coated cutting tool comprising: 
a rake face and a ?ank face, a cutting edge being at the 

juncture of the rake face and the ?ank face, a substrate, 
and a coating bonded to the substrate; 

the coating having a coating scheme including a ?rst layer 
of a titanium-aluminum alloy applied by physical vapor 
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deposition, a second layer of alumina directly applied 
by physical vapor deposition to the ?rst layer of the 
titanium-aluminum alloy, a third layer of a titanium 
aluminum alloy directly applied by physical vapor 
deposition to the second layer of alumina, and a fourth 
layer of alumina directly applied by physical vapor 
deposition to the third layer of the titanium-aluminum 
alloy. 

20. The coated cutting tool of claim 19 Wherein the ?rst 
layer comprises titanium aluminum nitride, and the third 
layer comprises titanium aluminum nitride. titanium nitride, 
titanium carbide, titanium carbonitride and solid solutions 
thereof. 

21. A coated cutting tool comprising: 
a rake face and a ?ank face, a cutting edge being at the 

juncture of the rake face and the ?ank face, a substrate, 
and a coating bonded to the substrate; 

the coating having a coating scheme including a ?rst 
intermediate layer of titanium nitride applied directly to 
the surface of the substrate, a second intermediate layer 
of titanium carbonitride applied directly to the ?rst 
intermediate layer, a ?rst layer of titanium aluminum 
nitride applied by physical vapor deposition to the 
second intermediate layer, a second layer of titanium 
aluminum nitride applied by physical vapor deposition 
to the ?rst layer Wherein the composition of the second 
layer has a higher aluminum content than the compo 
sition of the ?rst layer, and a ?rst outer layer of alumina 
applied by physical vapor deposition to the second 
layer. 

22. The coated cutting tool of claim 21 further including 
a second outer layer of a titanium-containing material 
applied to the ?rst outer layer of alumina. 

23. A coated cutting tool comprising: 
a rake face and a ?ank face, a cutting edge being at the 

juncture of the rake face and the ?ank face, a substrate, 
and a coating bonded to the substrate; 

the coating having a coating scheme including a ?rst layer 
of a titanium-aluminum alloy applied by physical vapor 
deposition to the surface of the substrate, a second layer 
selected from the group consisting of one or more of 
titanium, aluminum and/or titanium-aluminum applied 
to the surface of the ?rst layer, and an outer layer of 
alumina applied by physical vapor deposition to the 
surface of the second layer. 

24. A coated cutting tool comprising: 
a rake face and a ?ank face, a cutting edge being at the 

juncture of the rake face and the ?ank face, a substrate, 
and a coating bonded to the substrate; 

the coating having a coating scheme including a ?rst 
intermediate layer of titanium nitride applied directly to 
the surface of the substrate, a second intermediate layer 
of titanium carbonitride applied directly to the ?rst 
intermediate layer, a ?rst layer of titanium aluminum 
nitride applied by physical vapor deposition to the 
second intermediate layer, and a ?rst outer layer of 
alumina applied by physical vapor deposition to the 
second layer. 


