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[57] ABSTRACT 

A method of sizing and distributing automotive seat covers. 
The method includes creating a data base of different seat 
con?gurations installed as original equipment by the manu 
facturer in each model of various vehicle makes and devel 
oping a minimum number of seat cover patterns With a seat 
cover fabricated from each pattern designated as a prede 
termined siZe and designed to ?t a plurality of the different 
seat con?gurations. 

A selection data base is created assigning each of the seat 
con?gurations to a predetermined siZe of seat cover and a 
plurality of seat covers are fabricated in each predetermined 
siZe in an array of different colors and fabrics. A screen 
display is presented on a monitor portraying the various seat 
con?gurations installed as original equipment by the manu 
facturer and requesting a selection of one of the various seat 
con?gurations portrayed on the monitor. A seat cover siZe is 
then presented on the monitor from the selection data base 
in response to the selection of one of the various seat 
con?gurations. Next to the monitor are shelves of boxes of 
seat covers With each box marked With one of the predeter 
mined siZes. The boxes are of one of tWo types, the library 
type With varying frontal siZes and various depths, and the 
shoebox type With constant frontal siZes but varying depths. 

17 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD FOR SIZING AND DISTRIBUTING 
AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLE COMPONENTS 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The subject invention relates to the sizing and distributing 
of automotive components Which vary in con?guration from 
model to model of vehicle. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

For many years automotive vehicles had similar interior 
con?gurations and components such as seat covers, ?oor 
mats, seat cushions, cargo liners, and the like, Were limited 
in shapes and siZes. In the case of seat covers, it Was possible 
to produce seat covers With a certain amount of stretch to ?t 
a signi?cant portion of the vehicle seats. HoWever, in recent 
years the makes and models of vehicles have not only 
become more numerous but also the interiors have become 
more distinctive and diverse even in the same models. In 
addition, vehicles are kept long enough by some oWners to 
Wear seat covers, mats, or the like, suf?ciently to be 
replaced. 

The requirements for aftermarket components of this type 
is that they ?t, are of original equipment type material and 
are easy to install. 

In order to meet these needs, suppliers have custom made 
the components in response to speci?c orders. The major 
draWback has been the Weeks it takes for delivery. There 
remains a need for a system to provide retail available 
components of high quality material and Which ?t With easy 
installation. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION AND 
ADVANTAGES 

A method of siZing and distributing an automotive com 
ponent Which varies in con?guration from model to model 
of vehicle. The method comprises the steps of creating a data 
base of the different con?gurations of the component 
installed as original equipment by the manufacturer in each 
model of various vehicle makes and developing a minimum 
number of component patterns With a component fabricated 
from each pattern designed to ?t a group of the different 
component con?gurations and designated as a predeter 
mined siZe for that group With different component patterns 
producing components ?tting different groups. This is fol 
loWed by creating a selection data base assigning each of the 
component con?gurations to a predetermined siZe of com 
ponent and fabricating a plurality of components in each 
predetermined siZe. The method continues at the point of 
purchase by presenting a screen display on a monitor 
portraying the various component con?gurations installed as 
original equipment by the manufacturer and requesting a 
selection of one of the various component con?gurations 
portrayed on the monitor. The ?nal step is presenting a 
component siZe on the monitor from the selection data base 
in response to the selection of one of the various component 
con?gurations. 

The invention also includes an assembly for distributing 
an automotive component Which varies in con?guration 
from model to model of vehicle and comprising a computer 
having an input, a monitor output and a memory connection. 
A monitor is connected to the monitor output for presenting 
various screen displays and a memory is connected to the 
memory connection for storing various seat con?gurations 
installed as original equipment by the manufacturer in each 
model of various vehicle makes and assigning each of the 
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2 
seat con?gurations to a predetermined siZe of seat cover. A 
selection device is connected to the input for inputting 
selection signals to the computer in response to monitor 
presentations to select a speci?c seat con?guration. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other advantages of the present invention Will be readily 
appreciated as the same becomes better understood by 
reference to the folloWing detailed description When con 
sidered in connection With the accompanying draWings 
Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic of the assembly used to implement 
the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a vieW of a monitor screen used to select vehicle 

make; 
FIG. 3 is a vieW of a monitor screen used to select vehicle 

model; 
FIG. 4 is a vieW of a monitor screen used to select 

component con?guration; 
FIG. 5 is a vieW of a monitor screen used to present siZe; 

FIG. 6 is a vieW shoWing the sales display With a boX of 
a ?rst con?guration; and 

FIG. 7 is a vieW shoWing the sales display With a boX of 
a second con?guration. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring to the Figures, Wherein like numerals indicate 
like or corresponding parts throughout the several vieWs, an 
assembly used in the distribution of an automotive compo 
nent Which varies in con?guration from model to model of 
vehicle is schematically shoWn in FIG. 1. The assembly 
comprises a computer or central processing unit (CPU) 10 
having an input 12, a monitor output 14 and a memory 
connection 16. A monitor 18 is connected to the monitor 
output 14 for presenting various screen displays, some of 
Which are illustrated in FIGS. 2 through 5. The computer 10 
as used herein could comprise a dedicated chip With a circuit 
or a compact disc player With the memory on a compact disc. 
Aliquid crystal display could be used or a computer monitor. 
A memory 20 is connected to the memory connection 16 

for storing various seat con?gurations installed as original 
equipment by the manufacturer in each model of various 
vehicle makes With each of the seat con?gurations assigned 
to a predetermined siZe of seat cover. A selection or input 
device 22 is connected to the input 12 for inputting selection 
signals to the computer 10 in response to monitor presen 
tations to select a speci?c seat con?guration. In other Words, 
the computer 10 stores a ?rst screen for display on the 
monitor 18 to request a selection of the make of vehicle, an 
eXample of such a screen being shoWn in FIG. 2. Normally, 
buttons Would be positioned beloW the screen of the monitor 
18 for actuation to move through the series of screens. The 
screen could also be touched at the selection point to move 
from screen to screen. If more than one product, e.g., seat 
covers and ?oor mats, are sold at the same display the ?rst 
screen Would present a selection of products or components. 
Thereafter the operator Would select the make of vehicle 
from a list presented on the monitor 18. Once the operator 
has selected the make of vehicle, the monitor 18 displays a 
second screen, as illustrated in FIG. 3, requesting the model, 
Which is stored in the computer 10. The computer 10 also 
stores a third screen for display on the monitor requesting 
the seat con?guration as illustrated in FIG. 4. The computer 
10 stores a fourth screen for display on the monitor, as 
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illustrated in FIG. 5, presenting a seat cover size in response 
to the selection of the seat con?guration. 

The point of purchase, at Which the computer 10, monitor 
18, the memory 20 and input device 22 or selection buttons 
are located, also includes shelves and boxes disposed on the 
shelves 24, as illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7. The boxes are of 
a plurality of different volumes With all of the boxes pre 
senting the identical rectangular shape on one side and 
varying in distance from the rectangular side to vary the 
volume from box to box for packaging seat covers of various 
different siZes; each of the boxes having indicia indicating 
siZe thereon. The ?rst type of boxes are shoWn in FIG. 6 and 
are of the library presentation With a common height (h) and 
depth (d) (i.e., the identical rectangular shape) but vary in 
Width along the shelves. Each Width has a different siZe 
number thereon as indicated from siZes 1 to 7. The second 
type is of the shoe box presentation and are shoWn in FIG. 
7 to have a common height (h) and Width (W) (i.e., the 
identical rectangular shape) along the shelves 24 but vary in 
depth into the shelves (i.e., perpendicular to the front edge 
of the shelves 24). Each of the boxes has an opening 26 for 
vieWing and touching the seat cover material disposed in the 
box. 

The invention therefore includes the method of packaging 
and distributing automotive seat covers. The ?rst step com 
prises creating a data base of different seat con?gurations 
installed as original equipment by the manufacturer in each 
model of various vehicle makes. From this the next step 
comprises developing a minimum number of seat cover 
patterns With a seat cover fabricated from each pattern 
designated as a predetermined siZe and designed to ?t a 
plurality of the different seat con?gurations. Aselection data 
base is then created assigning each of the seat con?gurations 
to a predetermined siZe of seat cover. 

Aplurality of seat covers are fabricated in each predeter 
mined siZe in an array of different colors and fabrics. The 
boxes are provided With a plurality of different volumes and 
all presenting the identical rectangular shape on one side and 
varying in distance from the rectangular side to vary the 
volume from box to box for packaging seat covers of various 
different siZes. In other Words, the seat covers are boxed or 
packaged in the library type boxes of FIG. 6, With identical 
rectangular sides extending into the shelves, or the shoebox 
type of FIG. 7, With identical rectangular fronts along the 
shelves. Each predetermined siZe of seat cover is packaged 
in one of the boxes dependent upon the volume of the folded 
seat cover. 

The method also includes creating a geographical data 
base of numbers of vehicle models in a predetermined 
geographical area. For example, a database could be created 
for southeast Florida to determine the numbers of each make 
and model of vehicle registered in that geographical area. A 
retail outlet in the predetermined geographical area Would 
then be stocked With the number of each predetermined siZe 
of seat cover being proportional to the number of vehicle 
models in the geographical area as determined from the 
geographical data base. 
At the retail outlet, the monitor 18 Would present a screen 

display requesting a make and model of vehicle, as illus 
trated in FIGS. 2 and 3. In response to the selection of make 
and model, the monitor 18 presents a screen display por 
traying the various seat con?gurations installed as original 
equipment by the manufacturer in the selected model and 
requesting a selection of one of the various seat con?gura 
tions portrayed on the monitor, as illustrated in FIG. 4. 
Thereafter, the monitor 18 presents a seat cover siZe on the 
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4 
monitor from the selection data base in response to the 
selection of one of the various seat con?gurations, as illus 
trated in FIG. 5. 

Although the invention has been described in connection 
With seat covers, it is to be understood that the invention can 
be employed equally as effectively for other automotive 
components such as ?oor mats, seat cushions, cargo liners, 
and the like. Accordingly, the method is for siZing and 
distributing an automotive component Which varies in con 
?guration from model to model of vehicle and in its broadest 
sense comprises the steps of: creating a data base of the 
different con?gurations of the component installed as origi 
nal equipment by the manufacturer in each model of various 
vehicle makes; developing a minimum number of compo 
nent patterns With a component fabricated from each pattern 
designed to ?t a group of the different component con?gu 
rations and designated as a predetermined siZe for that group 
With different component patterns producing components 
?tting different groups; creating a selection data base assign 
ing each of the component con?gurations to a predetermined 
siZe of component; fabricating a plurality of components in 
each predetermined siZe; presenting a screen display on a 
monitor portraying the various component con?gurations 
installed as original equipment by the manufacturer and 
requesting a selection of one of the various component 
con?gurations portrayed on the monitor; presenting a com 
ponent siZe on the monitor from the selection data base in 
response to the selection of one of the various component 
con?gurations. Of course, the different con?gurations of the 
component installed as original equipment by the manufac 
turer is a male component in the case of seats Whereas it is 
a female component in the case of the cargo bay. 

The invention has been described in an illustrative 
manner, and it is to be understood that the terminology 
Which has been used is intended to be in the nature of Words 
of description rather than of limitation. 

Obviously, many modi?cations and variations of the 
present invention are possible in light of the above teach 
ings. It is, therefore, to be understood that Within the scope 
of the appended claims, Wherein reference numerals are 
merely for convenience and are not to be in any Way 
limiting, the invention may be practiced otherWise than as 
speci?cally described. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of siZing and distributing an automotive 

component Which varies in con?guration from model to 
model of vehicle comprising the steps of: 

creating a data base of the different con?gurations of the 
component installed as original equipment by the 
manufacturer in each model of various vehicle makes; 

developing a minimum number of component patterns 
With a component fabricated from each pattern 
designed to ?t a group of the different component 
con?gurations and designated as a predetermined siZe 
for that group With different component patterns pro 
ducing components ?tting different groups; 

creating a selection data base assigning each of the 
component con?gurations to a predetermined siZe of 
component; 

fabricating a plurality of components in each predeter 
mined siZe; 

presenting a screen display on a monitor portraying the 
various component con?gurations installed as original 
equipment by the manufacturer and requesting a selec 
tion of one of the various component con?gurations 
portrayed on the monitor; 
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presenting a component size on the monitor from the 
selection data base in response to the selection of one 
of the various component con?gurations. 

2. A method of sizing and distributing automotive seat 
covers comprising the steps of: 

creating a data base of different seat con?gurations 
installed as original equipment by the manufacturer in 
each model of various vehicle makes; 

developing a minimum number of seat cover patterns With 
a seat cover fabricated from each pattern designated as 
a predetermined siZe and designed to ?t a plurality of 
the different seat con?gurations; 

creating a selection data base assigning each predeter 
mined seat con?gurations to a predetermined siZe of 
seat cover; 

fabricating a plurality of seat covers in each predeter 
mined siZe in an array of different colors and fabrics; 

presenting a screen display on a monitor portraying the 
various seat con?gurations installed as original equip 
ment by the manufacturer and requesting a selection of 
one of the various seat con?gurations portrayed on the 
monitor; 

presenting a seat cover siZe on the monitor from the 
selection data base in response to the selection of one 
of the various seat con?gurations. 

3. A method as set forth in claim 2 further de?ned as 
presenting a ?rst screen display on the monitor to request a 
selection of the make of vehicle. 

4. A method as set forth in claim 3 further de?ned as 
presenting a second screen display on the monitor to request 
a selection of the model. 

5. A method as set forth in claim 4 further de?ned as 
presenting a third screen display on the monitor to request a 
selection of the seat con?guration. 

6. A method as set forth in claim 5 further de?ned as 
presenting a fourth screen depicting the seat con?guration 
selected and requesting veri?cation. 

7. A method as set forth in claim 6 further de?ned as 
presenting a ?fth screen presenting a seat cover siZe in 
response to the veri?cation of the seat con?guration. 

8. A method of packaging and distributing automotive 
seat covers comprising the steps of: 

creating a data base of different seat con?gurations 
installed as original equipment by the manufacturer in 
each model of various vehicle makes; 

developing a minimum number of seat cover patterns With 
a seat cover fabricated from each pattern designated as 
a predetermined siZe and designed to ?t a plurality of 
the different seat con?gurations; 

creating a selection data base assigning each of the seat 
con?gurations to a predetermined siZe of seat cover; 

fabricating a plurality of seat covers in each predeter 
mined siZe in an array of different colors and fabrics; 

providing boXes of a plurality of different volumes With 
the boXes all presenting the identical rectangular shape 
on one side and varying in distance from the rectan 
gular side to vary the volume from boX to boX for 
packaging seat covers of various different siZes; 

packaging each predetermined siZe of seat cover in one of 
the boXes dependent upon the volume of the folded seat 
cover; 

creating a geographical data base of numbers of vehicle 
models in a predetermined geographical area; 
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6 
stocking a retail outlet in the predetermined geographical 

area With the number of each predetermined siZe of seat 
cover being proportional to the number of vehicle 
models in the geographical area as determined from the 
geographical data base; 

presenting a screen display on a monitor in the retail outlet 
requesting a make and model of vehicle; 

presenting a screen display on the monitor portraying the 
various seat con?gurations installed as original equip 
ment by the manufacturer in the selected model and 
requesting a selection of one of the various seat con 

?gurations portrayed on the monitor; 
presenting a seat cover siZe on the monitor from the 

selection data base in response to the selection of one 
of the various seat con?gurations. 

9. An assembly for distributing an automotive component 
Which varies in con?guration from model to model of 
vehicle, said assembly comprising: 

a computer having an input, a monitor output and a 

memory connection; 
a monitor connected to said monitor output for presenting 

various screen displays; 

a memory connected to said memory connection for 
storing various seat con?gurations installed as original 
equipment by the manufacturer in each model of vari 
ous vehicle makes and assigning each of the seat 
con?gurations to a predetermined siZe of seat cover; 
and 

a selection device connected to said input for inputting 
selection signals to said computer in response to moni 
tor presentations to select a speci?c seat con?guration. 

10. An assembly as set forth in claim 9 Wherein said 
computer stores a ?rst screen for display on the monitor to 
request a selection of the make of vehicle. 

11. An assembly as set forth in claim 10 Wherein said 
computer stores a second screen for display on the monitor 
requesting the model. 

12. An assembly as set forth in claim 11 Wherein said 
computer stores a third screen for display on the monitor 
requesting the seat con?guration. 

13. An assembly as set forth in claim 12 Wherein said 
computer stores a fourth screen for display on the monitor 
presenting a seat cover siZe in response to the selection of 
the seat con?guration. 

14. An assembly as set forth in claim 9 including shelves 
and boXes disposed on said shelves, said boXes being of a 
plurality of different volumes With all of the boXes present 
ing the identical rectangular shape on one side and varying 
in distance from the rectangular side to vary the volume 
from boX to boX for packaging seat covers of various 
different siZes; each of said boXes having indicia indicating 
siZe thereon. 

15. An assembly as set forth in claim 14 Wherein said 
boXes have a common height and depth and vary in Width 
along the shelves. 

16. An assembly as set forth in claim 14 Wherein said 
boXes have a common height and Width along the shelves 
and vary in depth into the shelves. 

17. An assembly as set forth in claim 14 Wherein each of 
said boXes has an opening for vieWing and touching the seat 
cover material disposed in the boX. 


