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HARNESS FOR HUMAN WEAR 

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT INTEREST 

The invention described herein may be manufactured, 
used and licensed by or for the Government for Govern 
mental purposes Without the payment to us of any royalty 
thereon. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

(1) Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to a harness for human Wear, and is 

directed more particularly to a harness for use as an emer 

gency egress/descent harness and a safety restraint. 
(2) Description of the Prior Art 
Harnesses available for egress/descent, and as safety 

restraints, typically are either full body harnesses or single 
strap belts having a load ring thereon. The former are not in 
favor among sport climbers, ?re ?ghters, bridge Workers, 
special Weapons and tactics teams, and the like, because of 
the inconvenience of donning the harness and the interfer 
ence of the harness With the other gear or Weapons carried 
by the Wearer. Those Who have need of such devices often 
elect not to carry them, taking a chance that an emergency 
situation requiring their use Will not arise. The latter are 
preferred because of the ease of use and lack of interference 
With other equipment borne by the Wearer, and because since 
a belt is customarily Worn any hoW, one need not be carried 
and donned in emergency situations. HoWever, putting a 
load ring on a belt at any point causes the body Weight to be 
supported only at the Waist. 

Accordingly, there is a need for a belt Which encounters 
little resistance to Wear, and Which, When circumstance 
Warrant, is readily converted to a harness affording Waist and 
leg support. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In vieW thereof, an object of the invention is to provide a 
harness for human Wear Which in a ?rst mode constitutes a 
belt for Wear around the Waist of a human, and, in a second 
mode constitutes a harness providing Waist and leg support. 

With the above and other objects in vieW, as Will herein 
after appear, a feature of the present invention is the provi 
sion of a harness for human Wear comprising an elongated 
belt for encircling a Waist of a Wearer. A ?rst strap is ?xed 
to the belt and is extendible transversely of the belt With a 
longer portion of the ?rst strap extending from a loWer edge 
of the belt and a shorter portion of the ?rst strap extending 
from an upper edge of the belt, the ?rst strap having loops 
at each end thereof. A second strap is ?xed to the belt and 
is extendible transversely of the belt With a longer portion of 
the second strap extending from the loWer edge of the belt 
and a shorter portion of the second strap extending from the 
upper edge of the belt, the second strap having loops at each 
end thereof. First and second ends of the belt are connectable 
together, and the loops are adapted for disposal at a common 
point for engagement With a single connector member. 

The above and other features of the invention, including 
various novel details of construction and combinations of 
parts, Will noW be more particularly described With reference 
to the accompanying draWings and pointed out in the claims. 
It Will be understood that the particular device embodying 
the invention is shoWn by Way of illustration only and not as 
a limitation of the invention. The principles and features of 
this invention may be employed in various and numerous 
embodiments Without departing from the scope of the inven 
tion. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Reference is made to the accompanying draWings in 
Which is shoWn an illustrative embodiment of the invention, 
from Which its novel features and advantages Will be appar 
ent. 

In the draWings: 
FIG. 1 is a generally front elevational vieW, partly in 

perspective, of one form of harness illustrative of an 
embodiment of the invention, the harness being shoWn in a 
?rst mode; 

FIG. 2 is a generally front elevation vieW, partly in 
perspective, of the harness of FIG. 1, shoWn in a second 
mode; and 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the harness of FIG. 2 
shoWn in a con?guration for use in the second mode. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIG. 1, it Will be seen that the illustrative 
harness includes an elongated belt 10 for encircling a Waist 
of a Wearer. The belt 10 preferably is of a high-strength 
nylon Webbing, but may be of any suitably strong and 
?exible material. A?rst strap 12 is ?xed to the belt 10, as by 
stitching, and is extendible transversely of the belt 10. A 
longer portion 14 of the strap 12 extends from a loWer edge 
16 of the belt 10, and a shorter portion 18 of the strap 12 
extends from an upper edge 20 of the belt 10. The strap 
longer portion 14 and shorter portion 18 are each provided 
With a loop 22 at the end thereof. 

Similarly, a second strap 24 is ?xed to the belt 10 and is 
extendible transversely of the belt 10 With a longer portion 
26 of the second strap 24 extending from the loWer edge 16 
of the belt 10, and a shorter portion 28 of the second strap 
24 extending from the upper edge 20 of the belt 10. The 
second strap longer portion 26 and shorter portion 28 are 
each provided With a loop 30 at the end thereof. 

Referring again to FIG. 1, it Will be seen that an open 
ended elongated pocket 32 is ?xed to an outside surface 34 
of the belt 10 and is con?gured to receive at a ?rst open end 
36 the longer and shorter portions 14, 18 of the ?rst strap 12, 
and is con?gured to receive at a second open end 38 the 
longer and shorter portions 26, 28 of the second strap 24. 
Thus, the straps 12, 24 may be substantially entirely stoWed 
in the pocket 32, as is illustrated in FIG. 2. 

To facilitate the stoWage of the straps 12, 24 in the pocket 
32, the ?rst strap 12 is ?xed to the belt 10 proximate the ?rst 
open end 36 of the pocket 32, With the pocket open end 36 
being adapted to receive the ?rst strap longer and shorter 
portions 14, 18. Similarly, the second strap 24 is ?xed to the 
belt 10 proximate the second open end 38 of the pocket 32, 
With the pocket open end 38 being adapted to receive the 
second strap longer and shorter portions 26, 28. 

Referring to FIGS. 1—3, it Will be seen that the belt 10 is 
provided With ?rst and second loop ?ttings 40, 42 ?xed to 
respectively, ?rst and second belt ends 44, 46. At the belt 
?rst end 44 there is ?xed an elongated extension 48 having 
on an outside portion 54 thereof, proximate a free end 50 
thereof, a ?rst connector 52, such as a hook or pile 
connector, and further having on the outside portion 54 
thereof a second connector 56 complementary to the ?rst 
connector 52. The extension 48 is extendible through the 
second loop ?tting 42 and, thereafter, through the ?rst loop 
?tting 40. The ?rst and second connectors 52, 56 are then 
engaged With each other betWeen the loop ?ttings 40, 42 
(FIG. 3) to close the belt 10. The belt 10 may be provided 
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With a load ring (not shown) either sewn into the belt or 
loosely riding on the belt. 

The strap end loops 22, 30 may be gathered in one 
location for acceptance of a D-ring, hook, rope or cable, 
snap fastener, and the like (not shoWn). 

Thus, a Wearer may don What is essentially a belt, serving 
the same purposes as a simple belt, such as holding up 
trousers, and the like, and Which is unobtrusive and com 
fortable to Wear, but Which may, in seconds, be converted 
easily into a harness by Which one may be restrained, lifted, 
conveyed, etc., utiliZing Waist and leg support. 

It is to be understood that the present invention is by no 
means limited to the particular construction herein disclosed 
and/or shoWn in the draWings, but also comprises any 
modi?cations or equivalents Within the scope of the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A harness for human Wear, said harness comprising: 

an elongated belt for encircling a Waist of a Wearer; 

a ?rst strap ?xed to said belt and extendible transversely 
of said belt With a ?rst portion of said ?rst strap 
extending from a loWer edge of said belt and a second 
portion of said ?rst strap extending from an upper edge 
of said belt, ?rst strap having connectors at each end 
thereof; 

a second strap ?xed to said belt and extendible trans 
versely of said belt With a ?rst portion of said second 
strap extending from said loWer edge of said belt and a 
second portion of said second strap extending from said 
upper edge of said belt, said second strap having 
connectors at each end thereof; 

?rst and second ends of said belt being connectable 
together, and said strap end connectors being adapted 
for disposal at a common point for engagement With a 
single connector member, said member being adapted 
for bearing a load for permitting an egress; 

an elongated pocket open at both ends and ?xed to a 
surface of said belt and extending substantially the 
entire length of the belt and storing said ?rst and second 
straps in a con?guration for preventing recognition of 
said straps along the length of the belt; 

said belt and ?rst and second straps When said straps are 
in a stored position being con?gured for providing 
Waist and leg support; and 

said harness further comprising a ?rst loop ?tting ?xed to 
a ?rst end of said belt and a second loop ?tting ?xed to 
a second end of said belt, and an elongated extension 
?xed to said ?rst end of said belt and extendible 
through said second loop ?tting and, thereafter, through 
said ?rst loop ?tting, said extension having connectors 
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4 
thereon engageable With each other betWeen said ?rst 
and second loop ?tting to close said belt. 

2. The harness in accordance With claim 1 Wherein said 
strap end connectors comprise loops. 

3. The harness in accordance With claim 2 Wherein said 
loops are integral With said straps. 

4. A harness for human Wear, said harness comprising: 
an elongated belt for encircling a Waist of a Wearer; 
a ?rst strap ?xed to said belt and extendible transversely 

of said belt With a longer portion of said ?rst strap 
extending from a loWer edge of said belt and a shorter 
portion of said ?rst strap extending from an upper edge 
of said belt, ?rst strap having loops at each end thereof; 

a second strap ?xed to said belt and extendible trans 
versely of said belt With a longer portion of said second 
strap extending from said loWer edge of said belt and a 
shorter portion of said second strap extending from said 
upper edge of said belt, said second strap having loops 
at each end thereof; 

?rst and second ends of said belt being connectable 
together, and said loops being adapted for disposal at a 
common point for engagement With a single connector 
member, said member being adapted for bearing a load 
for permitting an egress; 

an elongated pocket open at both ends and ?xed to a 
surface of said belt and extending substantially the 
entire length of the belt and storing said ?rst and second 
straps along the length of the belt in a con?guration for 
preventing recognition of said straps When said straps 
are in a stored position; 

said belt and ?rst and second straps being con?gured for 
providing Waist and leg support; and 

said harness further comprising a ?rst loop ?tting ?xed to 
a ?rst end of said belt and a second loop ?tting ?xed to 
a second end of said belt, and an elongated extension 
?xed to said ?rst end of said belt and extendible 
through said second loop ?tting and, thereafter, through 
said ?rst loop ?tting, said extension having connectors 
thereon engageable With each other betWeen said ?rst 
and second loop ?ttings to close said belt. 

5. The harness in accordance With claim 4 Wherein said 
?rst strap is ?xed to said belt proximate a ?rst end of said 
pocket, said pocket being adapted to receive said ?rst strap 
longer and shorter portions, and said second strap is ?xed to 
said belt proximate a second end of said pocket, said pocket 
being adapted to receive said second strap longer and shorter 
portions. 

6. The harness in accordance With claim 4 Wherein said 
connectors comprise hook and pile connectors, respectively. 

* * * * * 


