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PIPE COUPLING WITH A DISINFECTANT 
INJECTION PORT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates generally to pipe couplings and, 
more particularly, to pipe couplings having disinfectant 
injection ports. 

It is common practice for a pipe that carries ?uid, such as 
Water, to be buried underground and to then be periodically 
excavated to repair a hole that develops in the pipe, through 
Which hole ?uid leak. To repair such a hole, either the hole 
is drilled out and plugged or, more typically, the section of 
pipe having the hole is removed and replaced With a neW 
section of pipe. During the course of the repairs, the interior 
of the pipe is exposed to the environment and may become 
contaminated With dirt, bacteria, and other contaminates. 
When the pipe is then placed back in service, ?uid in the 
pipe is contaminated. If the contaminated ?uid is Water to be 
used for human consumption, then the Water must be dis 
infected. It is becoming more important, as increasingly 
stringent health environmental regulations are enacted, that 
such Water must be disinfected. 

Conventionally, Water in a pipe is disinfected by pouring 
a disinfectant, such as chlorine or a chlorine-based solution, 
into the upstream end of the pipe at the point of repairs, and 
then closing up the pipe With the disinfectant disposed 
therein. Apractical draWback With such a procedure, though, 
is that it is dif?cult to close the pipe back together before 
some or most of the disinfectant escapes from the pipe onto 
the ground. Disinfectants that do not remain in the pipe not 
only fail to achieve the purpose for Which they Were 
intended, but also constitute unnecessary Waste, and possi 
bly also pollute the region of ground into Which the disin 
fectant enters. 

The foregoing problems have been mitigated in some 
cases Where there is an upstream point in the pipe into Which 
disinfectants may be injected into the stream of Water 
?oWing through the pipe and thereby carried in the ?oW to 
the point of contamination. Such an injection point is often 
on the order of one or more miles upstream of the contami 
nation point. While traveling to the point of contamination, 
the disinfectant is dispersed and partially neutraliZed, result 
ing in a loss of effectiveness. To compensate for such loss of 
effectiveness, greater quantities of chemical must be injected 
than is necessary at the contamination point, resulting in 
increased costs and, in many cases, in poor tasting Water. 
What is needed, then, is a device or method for disinfect 

ing Water in a pipe after the Water has been contaminated 
during the course of repairs on the pipe. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention, accordingly, provides for ?uid in a 
pipe to be disinfected after the pipe has been opened for 
repairs. To this end, a pipe coupling has ?rst and second 
coupling shells, each of Which shells de?ne a semicircular 
cross-section and ?rst and second longitudinal ?anges, the 
shells being hingedly coupled together about the respective 
?rst longitudinal ?anges. Fasteners secure together the sec 
ond longitudinal ?anges to enclose tWo longitudinally 
spaced sections of pipe With a generally cylindrical housing. 
The ?rst coupling shell further de?nes a port extending 
radially therefrom, the port being con?gured for receiving a 
grommet having a normally closed aperture penetrable by a 
needle for injecting a chemical, such as a disinfectant, into 
?uid, such as Water, in the pipe. 
An advantage achieved With the present invention is that 

disinfectants may be injected into a pipe Where it has been 
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2 
opened and repaired Without losing any disinfectant from the 
pipe onto the ground. 

Another advantage achieved With the present invention is 
that only the amount of disinfectant that is needed at the 
point of repair must be injected into the pipe, thereby 
obviating the need for introducing greater quantities of 
disinfectant upstream of the point of repair, and reducing the 
risk that drinking Water delivered through the pipe Will be 
distasteful. 
As a result of the foregoing, another advantage achieved 

With the present invention is that disinfectant is not Wasted 
and a signi?cant cost-savings is achieved. 
Another advantage achieved With the present invention is 

that the coupling can be readily assembled onto a pipe in a 
?eld location Without any special tools. 

Another advantage achieved With the present invention is 
that structural support is provided to the pipe portions 
coupled together. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OR THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a coupling embodying 
features of the present invention and secured about a pipe. 

FIG. 2 is an exploded vieW of the coupling of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a cross-section of an upper coupling shell taken 

along the line 3—3 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is a cross-section of an upper coupling shell 

embodying features of an alternate embodiment of the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the reference numeral 10 
designates, in general, a coupling embodying features of the 
present invention for assembly onto a pipe. As vieWed in 
FIG. 1, the coupling 10 includes complementary semicircu 
lar upper and loWer coupling shells 12 and 14, respectively, 
Which, When coupled together as described beloW, form a 
generally cylindrically-shaped holloW coupling With ?rst 
and second open ends 16 and 18, respectively, con?gured for 
receiving upstream and doWnstream pipe portions 20 and 
22, respectively. The coupling 10 further includes a port 24 
extending radially upWardly from the coupling for providing 
?uid communication from the exterior to the interior of the 
coupling. A cap 26 having female threads (not shoWn) is 
threadingly secured to corresponding male threads (not 
shoWn) on the port 24 for sealing the port. The coupling 10 
is preferably fabricated from material similar to the material 
from Which the pipe portions 20 and 22 are fabricated; poly 
vinyl chloride (PVC), for example, is preferred for coupling 
pipe portions of like material. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the upper coupling shell 12 includes 
?rst and second semicircular end portions 12a and 12b, 
respectively, and upper and loWer longitudinally-extending 
?ange portions 12c and 12d, respectively. Similarly, the 
loWer coupling shell 14 includes ?rst and second semicir 
cular end portions 14a and 14b, respectively, and upper and 
loWer longitudinally-extending ?ange portions 14c and 14d, 
respectively. It can be appreciated that the end portions 12a 
and 12b de?ne the ?rst open end 16, and that the end 
portions 14a and 14b de?ne the second open end 18. 

The upper and loWer ?rst ?ange portions 12c and 14c, 
respectively, include corresponding mating upper and loWer 
hinge portions 126 and 146, respectively, Which de?ne 
respective longitudinally-extending holes 126‘ and 14e‘ con 
?gured for receiving slotted spring pins 30 to thereby 
rotatably couple together the ?rst and second coupling shells 
12 and 14. 
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The upper and lower second ?ange portions 12d and 14d, 
respectively, include corresponding mating upper and loWer 
slotted portions 12f and 14f, respectively, extending out 
Wardly therefrom. The slotted portions 14f are con?gured for 
receiving fastener shanks 32, each of Which shanks includes 
closed eye bolt pins 34 having eyes 34a opposite straight 
portions 34b, Washers 36, and Wing nuts 38. The slotted 
portions 14f additionally de?ne longitudinal holes 14]" for 
receiving slotted spring pins 40 extending through the eyes 
34a of the shanks 32 for rotatably securing the shanks in 
respective slotted portions 14f. As most clearly shoWn in 
FIG. 1, the slotted portions 12f are con?gured for receiving 
the straight portions 34b of the shanks 32 When the tWo 
coupling shells 12 and 14 are assembled together so that, by 
tightening the Wingnuts 38, the tWo coupling shells may be 
secured together. 

The upper coupling shell 12 further de?nes a groove 12g 
Which extends continuously along the upper ?rst longitudi 
nal ?ange 12c, the semi-circular end portions 12a and 12b, 
and along the upper second longitudinal ?ange 12d. 
Similarly, the loWer coupling shell 14 further de?nes a 
groove 14g Which extends continuously along the loWer ?rst 
longitudinal ?ange 14c, the semi-circular end portions 14a 
and 14b, and along the loWer second longitudinal ?ange 14d. 
Upper and gaskets 50 and 52, respectively, fabricated from 
a pliable material such as rubber, are seated in the grooves 
12g and 14g, respectively, and are bonded therein With an 
adhesive such as epoxy (not shoWn). The upper gasket 50 is 
provided With a tongue 50a, and the loWer gasket 52 is 
provided With a groove 52a Which is siZed for matingly 
receiving the tongue 50a When the coupling 10 is assembled 
together to thereby form a tongue and groove interface 
Which provides a seal betWeen the open ends 16, 18 and the 
pipe portions 20, 22, and betWeen the coupling shells 12 and 
14. The shells 12 and 14 additionally include respective 
internal bracing ribs 12h and 14h for providing structural 
integrity to the shell portions and to the pipe portions 20 and 
22 secured thereto. 
As depicted in FIG. 3, the port 24 extending radially 

outWardly from the upper coupling shell portion 12 includes 
male threads 24a con?gured for matingly engaging female 
threads 26a on the cap 26. An O-ring gasket 54 is interposed 
betWeen the port 24 and the cap 26 for securely sealing off 
the port and preventing the How of ?uid and contaminants 
therethrough. 

In operation, Water pressure to a pipe having a hole (not 
shoWn) in it is shut off and the pipe is excavated for repair. 
The section of pipe having the hole is then preferably 
removed, leaving the upstream and doWnstream pipe por 
tions 20 and 22, respectively, as shoWn in FIG. 1. Depending 
on the particular hole, the hole could alternatively be left as 
it is, or drilled out to provide for a smooth bore extending 
through the Wall of the pipe. The disconnected pipe portions 
20 and 22 are then aligned relative to the other as they should 
be positioned in the ground. The coupling 10 is then 
rotatably opened about the hinged ?anges 12c and 14c, and 
is positioned over the pipe betWeen the upstream and 
doWnstream portions 20 and 22. Once so positioned, the 
coupling 10 is manually closed over the pipe, the straight 
portions 34b of the shanks 32 are positioned in the upper 
slotted portions 12f, and the Wingnuts 36 are tightened so 
that the coupling 10 is secured over the pipe portions 20 and 
22, and the pipe portions sealed via the tongue and groove 
seals 50 and 52. With the cap 26 removed from the port 24, 
a disinfectant, such as chlorine or a chlorine-based solution 
or any disinfecting solution that could be mixed With human 
drinking Water, is poured via the port into the coupling, and 
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4 
hence into the pipe portions for disinfecting Water in the 
pipe. The cap 26 and O-ring 54 are secured to the port 24 to 
seal off the port, thereby preventing the disinfectant from 
escaping from the pipe through the port, as Well as prevent 
ing the entry of contaminants through the port into the pipe. 
Once the pipe portions 20 and 22 are coupled together via 
the coupling 10, the pipe is “pressured up” and normal 
operation of the pipe is resumed. 

In an alternate embodiment of the present invention, the 
coupling 10 is identical to that shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, but 
for the port 24, Which, in the alternate embodiment, is given 
the reference numeral 124, and is shoWn in cross-section in 
FIG. 4. The port 124 is con?gured for receiving and con 
forming to the shape of an hour-glass-shaped grommet 126 
fabricated from a pliable material such as rubber. It can be 
appreciated that due to the hour-glass shape of the grommet 
126 and the conformity of the port 124 thereto, the grommet 
is secured therein. The grommet 126 de?nes an aperture 
126a centrally formed therethrough, the loWer portion of 
Which aperture is normally closed, but through Which a 
needle (not shoWn) may pass for injecting disinfectant 
through the coupling 10 into a stream of Water ?oWing 
through the pipe portions 20 and 22. Since the aperture 126a 
is normally closed, ?uid in the coupling 10 and in the pipe 
portions 20, 22 cannot escape through the aperture into the 
environment, and contaminants cannot enter into the cou 
pling and Water ?oWing therethrough. While the placement 
of the grommet 126 in the port 124 alleviates the need for the 
cap 26 and the O-ring 54, it is preferable that the cap and 
O-ring be maintained on the port to more securely seal the 
port, particularly if the coupling 10 is to be buried under 
ground. 

Operation of the alternate embodiment of the coupling 10 
is identical to the operation of the previous embodiment of 
the coupling 10, except that a needle must be passed through 
the aperture 126a for injecting disinfectant through the 
coupling 10 into Water in the pipe portions 20 and 22. 
The present invention has several advantages. For 

example, disinfectant may be injected into a pipe Where it 
has been repaired Without losing any disinfectant from the 
pipe onto the ground. Furthermore, only the quantity of 
disinfectant that is needed at the point of repair must be 
injected into the pipe, thereby obviating the need for intro 
ducing greater quantities of disinfectant upstream of the 
repair to disinfect Water in the pipe, and reducing the risk 
that drinking Water delivered through the pipe Will be 
rendered distasteful. Additionally, for the foregoing reasons, 
?uid is not Wasted and a signi?cant cost-savings is achieved. 
Still further, the coupling 10 may be assembled onto a pipe 
in a ?eld location Without any special tools. The present 
invention also provides structural support to the pipe por 
tions coupled together. 

It is understood that the present invention can take many 
forms and embodiments. The embodiments described herein 
are intended to illustrate rather than to limit the invention. 
Accordingly, several variations may be made in the forego 
ing Without departing from the spirit or the scope of the 
invention. For example, a valve such as a gate valve, 
butter?y valve, or ball valve may be attached to the port 24 
or 124 and/or to the upstream pipe portion 20 for controlling 
pressure in the pipe as disinfectant is injected therein. The 
ports 24 and 124 may be used for injecting into a stream of 
?uid ?oWing through the pipe any chemical or ?uid that may 
be desired, Whether or not such chemical or ?uid is a 
disinfectant. The gaskets 50 and 52 may be replaced or 
supplemented With sheets siZed for being Wrapped around 
the pipe portions 20 and 22 and secured thereto by the 
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coupling 10. The upper and lower coupling shells 12 and 14 
may be hingedly coupled together using techniques other 
than that described in the foregoing, such as a conventional 
“piano” hinge, or by integrally forming the tWo shells as 
single shell Which is suf?ciently ?exible to be opened and 
positioned about the pipe. Other types of fasteners, such as 
bolts and nuts, or steel bands Wrapped around the coupling 
may be used to secure the shells 12 and 14 together When 
assembled on the pipe sections. The internal bracing ribs 12h 
and 14h may be provided With ori?ces so that, for example, 
in cases Where a hole in a pipe is drilled out instead of a 
section of the pipe removed, and the hole in the pipe is not 
aligned With the port 24, 124, ?uid Which is injected through 
the port may pass betWeen the pipe and the coupling 24, 124 
through the ori?ces to the hole in the pipe. 

Although illustrative embodiments of the invention have 
been shoWn and described, a Wide range of modi?cation, 
change, and substitution is contemplated in the foregoing 
disclosure and in some instances, some features of the 
present invention may be employed Without a corresponding 
use of the other features. Accordingly, it is appropriate that 
the appended claims be construed broadly and in a manner 
consistent With the scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A pipe coupling comprising: 
a ?rst coupling shell con?gured to matingly engage a ?rst 

semi-circular section of at least one pipe; 

a second coupling shell con?gured to matingly engage a 
second semi-circular section of the at least one pipe; 

a hinge rotatably connecting the ?rst and second coupling 
shells; 

at least one fastener coupled to the ?rst coupling shell and 
adapted to maintain the ?rst and second coupling shells 
in engagement With the at least one pipe, thereby 
forming the pipe coupling; 

a port extending through the ?rst coupling shell for 
providing ?uid communication betWeen the exterior 
and the interior of the pipe coupling; 

a grommet disposed in the port for preventing ?uid from 
escaping from the coupling, Wherein the grommet 
comprises a pliable material through Which an aperture 
is de?ned having an open portion and a normally 
closed portion, Which pliable material is adapted to 
radially compress and expand to permit the normally 
closed portion to radially expand and open upon pen 
etration by a needle for the injection of ?uid there 
through into the coupling, and to radially contract and 
close upon removal of the needle; and 

a cap for placement on the port for preventing ?uid 
communication through the port. 

2. A pipe coupling comprising: 
a ?rst coupling shell con?gured to matingly engage a ?rst 

semi-circular section of at least one pipe; 

a second coupling shell con?gured to matingly engage a 
second semi-circular section of the at least one pipe; 

a hinge rotatably connecting the ?rst and second coupling 
shells; 

at least one fastener coupled to the ?rst coupling shell and 
adapted to maintain the ?rst and second coupling shells 
in engagement With the at least one pipe, thereby 
forming the pipe coupling; 

a port extending through the ?rst coupling shell for 
providing ?uid communication betWeen the exterior 
and the interior of the pipe coupling, Wherein the port 
de?nes an hour-glass shaped interior, and ?uid is a 
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6 
disinfectant for disinfecting Water in the at least one 
pipe, and Wherein the port de?nes male threads formed 
thereon and the coupling further comprises a cap de?n 
ing female threads for threadingly engaging and sealing 
the port; and 

a grommet disposed in the port for preventing ?uid from 
escaping from the coupling, the grommet de?ning an 
hour-glass shaped exterior con?gured to conform to 
and sealingly ?t into the hour-glass shaped interior of 
the port, Wherein the grommet comprises a pliable 
material through Which an aperture is de?ned having a 
normally-open portion and a normally-closed portion, 
Which pliable material is adapted to radially compress 
and expand to permit the normally-closed portion to 
radially expand and open for sealing penetration by a 
needle for the injection of ?uid therethrough into the 
coupling and the at least one pipe, and to radially 
contract and sealingly close during, and subsequent to, 
removal of the needle. 

3. A pipe coupling comprising: 
a ?rst coupling shell con?gured to matingly engage a ?rst 

semi-circular section of at least one pipe; 
a second coupling shell con?gured to matingly engage a 

second semi-circular section of the at least one pipe; 
at least one fastener coupled to the ?rst coupling shell and 

adapted to maintain the ?rst and second coupling shells 
in engagement With the at least one pipe, thereby 
forming the pipe coupling; 

a port extending through the ?rst coupling shell for 
providing ?uid communication betWeen the exterior 
and the interior of the pipe coupling a cap for placement 
on the port for sealing the port; and 

a grommet disposed in the port for preventing ?uid from 
escaping from the coupling, Wherein the grommet 
comprises a pliable material through Which a normally 
closed aperture is de?ned Which pliable material is 
adapted to radially compress and expand to permit the 
normally-closed aperture to radially expand and open 
upon penetration by a needle, and to radially contract 
and close upon removal of the needle. 

4. The coupling of claim 3 Wherein the port de?nes male 
threads and the cap de?nes female threads for matingly 
engaging the port. 

5. The coupling of claim 3 Wherein the ?uid is a disin 
fectant for disinfecting Water in the pipe. 

6. The coupling of claim 1 Wherein the at least one pipe 
is tWo pipes, the ?rst semi-circular section of at least one 
pipe is ?rst semi-circular sections of tWo pipes, and the 
second semi-circular section of at least one pipe is second 
semi-circular sections of tWo pipes. 

7. The coupling of claim 1 Wherein the ?uid is a disin 
fectant for disinfecting Water in the pipe. 

8. The coupling of claim 2 Wherein the at least one pipe 
is tWo pipes, the ?rst semi-circular section of at least one 
pipe is ?rst semi-circular sections of tWo pipes, and the 
second semi-circular section of at least one pipe is second 
semi-circular sections of tWo pipes. 

9. The coupling of claim 3 Wherein the at least one pipe 
is tWo pipes, the ?rst semi-circular section of at least one 
pipe is ?rst semi-circular sections of tWo pipes, and the 
second semi-circular section of at least one pipe is second 
semi-circular sections of tWo pipes. 

10. The coupling of claim 3 Wherein the at least one 
fastener further comprises a hinge rotatably connecting the 
?rst and second coupling shells. 

* * * * * 


