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BEVERAGE DISPENSER WITH POP-UP 
DRINKING STRAW 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to ?uid sprinkling, 
spraying and diffusing devices and, more particularly, to 
portable drinking tubes and straWs. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Many individuals prefer to use a straW to drink the juice, 
milk or other beverage packaged Within a disposable con 
tainer. Unfortunately, disposable beverage containers are 
often supplied Without straWs. Even When a straW is 
supplied, hoWever, an individual is required to handle the 
straW after removing it from a protective Wrapper. Of course, 
touching the straW With unWashed hands can result in germs 
being delivered to the beverage and to the mouth of the 
individual. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In light of the problems associated With disposable bev 
erage containers currently available in the marketplace, it is 
a principal object of the invention to provide a drinking 
straW that can be secured Within a beverage container at the 
time of manufacture and can automatically, and Without 
touching the hands of a user, eXtend outWardly from the 
container When it is opened for immediate sipping of a 
beverage. 

It is another object of the invention to provide improved 
elements and arrangements thereof in a beverage dispenser 
for the purposes described Which is lightWeight in 
construction, inexpensive in manufacture, and fully reliable 
in operation. 

Brie?y, the dispenser in accordance With this invention 
achieves the intended objects by featuring a drinking straW 
assembly secured to a container. The assembly includes a 
tubular sleeve secured Within the container and a releasable 
seal for closing the upper end of the sleeve Which opens 
through a container Wall. A drinking straW is slidably 
positioned Within the sleeve and has accordian pleats Which 
alloW the straW to be reduced in length. Preferably, the 
sleeve and the straW have complementally tapered loWer 
portions Which prevent the passage of the straW from the 
loWer end of the sleeve. If desired, the assembly may be 
manufactured as a unit and distributed to others for subse 
quent attachment to a container of any desired con?guration. 

The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages 
of the present invention Will become readily apparent upon 
further revieW of the folloWing detailed description of the 
preferred embodiment as illustrated in the accompanying 
draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention may be more readily described With 
reference to the accompanying draWings, in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a beverage dispenser With 
pop-up drinking straW in accordance With the present inven 
tion With the releasable seal removed therefrom to eXtend 
the drinking straW. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged, cross-sectional vieW of a portion of 
the beverage dispenser of FIG. 1 With the pleats of the 
drinking straW in a compressed state. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged, cross-sectional vieW of a portion of 
the beverage dispenser With the pleats of the drinking straW 
in an uncompressed state. 
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2 
Similar reference characters denote corresponding fea 

tures consistently throughout the accompanying draWings. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring noW to the FIGS., a beverage dispenser in 
accordance With the present invention is shoWn generally at 
10. The beverage dispenser 10 includes a container 12 Which 
is preferably rectangular in con?guration and has top and 
bottom Walls 14 and 16, side Walls 18 and 20, and front and 
back Walls 22 and 24. The container 12 is constructed from 
stiff, Waterproof paper or other material suitable for holding 
a beverage. 
A pop-up drinking straW assembly 26 is secured to the 

container 12. The assembly 26 includes a drinking straW 28 
secured Within a tubular housing 30 by means of a releasable 
seal 32. Preferably, the straW 28, housing 30 and seal 32 are 
made of plastic or other Waterproof materials in order not to 
deteriorate While in contact With a beverage. 
The housing 30 includes a tubular sleeve 34, With open, 

upper and loWer ends 36 and 38, Which is inserted into the 
container 12 through a close-?tting aperture 40 in the top 
Wall 14. The sleeve 34 has an elongated, upper portion 42 of 
uniform diameter along its length. Integrally fastened to the 
bottom of the upper portion 42 is a conical, loWer portion 44 
Which tapers radially inWard to terminate at the loWer end 38 
of the sleeve 34. 
An integral, peripheral collar 46 eXtends outWardly from 

the upper end 36 of the sleeve 34 and has an outer diameter 
larger than that of the aperture 40. The collar 46 is adhe 
sively secured to the top Wall 14 so that the sleeve 34 is 
permanently suspended Within the container 12 With its 
loWer end 38 positioned a slight distance above the bottom 
Wall 16. 

The seal 32 includes a ?exible sheet 48 Which is releas 
ably secured by a ring of adhesive 50 to the top of the collar 
46. Preferably, the sheet 48 has a diameter substantially 
identical to that of the collar 46 and is centered thereon. For 
easy removal of the sheet 48 from the collar 46, the sheet is 
provided With an integral, pull tab 52. 

The straW 28 is slidably positioned Within the sleeve 34 
and, prior to use, beneath the seal 32. The straW 28 includes 
an elongated, upper portion 54 having a diameter that is both 
slightly less than that of the upper portion 42 of the sleeve 
34 and slightly more than that of the loWer end 38 of the 
sleeve. Integrally fastened to the bottom of the upper portion 
54 is a conical, loWer portion 56 adapted to annularly abut 
the loWer portion 44 of the sleeve 34. Because the straW 28 
may be trapped Within the sleeve 34 betWeen the seal 32 and 
loWer portion 44, the assembly 26 may be manufactured as 
a separate unit for subsequent attachment to the container 
12. 
To permit the straW 28 to be ?tted entirely Within the 

sleeve 34, a plurality of circular, accordion pleats 58 are 
formed in the upper portion 54 of the straW. Preferably, the 
pleats 58 are longitudinally compressed during manufacture 
to reduce the length of the straW 28 and permit its snug 
positioning Within the sleeve 34. While a beverage is being 
stored and transported Within the container 12, the straW 28 
is retained in a compressed state betWeen the seal 32 and the 
loWer end 38 of the sleeve 34 as shoWn in FIG. 2. When the 
seal 32 is removed from the container 12 for dispensing, 
hoWever, as shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 3, the upper portion 54 
of the straW 28 Will “pop-up” or eXtend from the upper end 
36 of the sleeve 34 so that a user can sip a beverage 
therefrom. 
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During use of the dispenser 10, the lower portion 56 of the 
straW 28 normally remains in abutment With the loWer 
portion 44 of the sleeve 34. Such positioning sets the bottom 
of the straW 28 in close proximity to the bottom Wall 16 of 
the container 12 so that essentially all of the beverage in the 
container may be sipped through the straW. Nevertheless, if 
the container 12 is relatively full of beverage and a user so 
desires, the straW 28 may be slid upWardly in the sleeve 34 
to the broken-line position of FIG. 3 so that the loWer 
portions 44 and 56 are spaced apart and more of the upper 
portion 54 of the straW projects from the upper end 36 of the 
sleeve 34. 

The container 12 may tend to collapse slightly as its liquid 
contents are WithdraWn. To admit air to the interior of the 
container 12 as a beverage is sipped through the straW 28, an 
optional air vent (not shoWn) may be provided in the upper 
portion 54 of the sleeve 34. Without the vent, air Will ?ll the 
container 12 through the straW 28 after each sip When the 
lips of a user are removed therefrom. 

While the invention has been described With a high degree 
of particularity, it Will be appreciated by those skilled in the 
art that modi?cations may be made thereto. For example, the 
sleeve 34 need not be secured to the collar 46 at right angles 
as shoWn in the FIGS, but may be secured thereto at any 
desired angle to permit the drinking straW assembly 26 to be 
suitably attached to containers of non-rectangular shape. 
Therefore, it is to be understood that the present invention is 
not limited to the sole embodiment described above, but 
encompasses any and all embodiments Within the scope of 
the folloWing claims. 
We claim: 
1. A beverage dispenser, comprising: 
a container; 
a tubular sleeve secured Within said container and having 

an end extending through the top of said container; 
a releasable seal for closing and sealing said end of said 

tubular sleeve; and, 
a drinking straW having a diameter smaller than that of 

said tubular sleeve and being slidably positioned Within 
said tubular sleeve, and said drinking straW also having 
a plurality of accordian pleats for compressing said 
straW in said tubular sleeve. 

2. The beverage dispenser according to claim 1 Wherein 
said tubular sleeve and said drinking straW have comple 
mentally tapered loWer ends so as to provide an interlocking 
engagement betWeen said tubular sleeve and said drinking 
straW Which prevents the passage of said drinking straW 
from said loWer end of said tubular sleeve When said loWer 
end of said drinking straW is pressed doWnWard. 

3. A drinking straW assembly for use With a beverage 
container, said drinking straW assembly comprising: 

a housing adapted for attachment to a beverage container, 
said housing including: 
a tubular sleeve having open, upper and loWer ends for 

positioning Within a beverage container, said tubular 
sleeve also having a ?rst, integral, loWer portion 
tapering doWnWardly and inWardly to terminate at 
said loWer end thereof; and, 
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a peripheral collar extending outWardly from said upper 

end of said tubular sleeve for attachment to the 
exterior of a beverage container; 

a releasable seal secured to said peripheral collar for 
closing and sealing said upper end of said tubular 
sleeve; and, 

a drinking straW slidably positioned Within said tubular 
sleeve, said drinking straW having a diameter that is 
slightly larger than that of said loWer end of said tubular 
sleeve, said drinking straW also having a plurality of 
accordian pleats for compressing said drinking straW 
betWeen said ?rst, loWer portion and said releasable 
seal. 

4. The beverage dispenser according to claim 3 Wherein 
said drinking straW includes open, upper and loWer ends and 
has a second, integral, loWer portion tapering doWnWardly 
and inWardly to terminate at said loWer end thereof, said 
second, loWer portion being adapted to abut said ?rst, loWer 
portion of said tubular sleeve When said drinking straW is 
compressed Within said tubular sleeve. 

5. The beverage dispenser according to claim 3 Wherein 
said tubular sleeve and said collar are integrally formed from 
plastic. 

6. A beverage dispenser, comprising: 
a container; 
a drinking straW assembly secured to said container, said 

assembly including: 
a housing adapted for attachment to a beverage 

container, said housing including: 
a tubular sleeve positioned Within said container, 

said tubular sleeve having open, upper and loWer 
ends and, also, having a ?rst, integral, loWer 
portion tapering doWnWardly and inWardly to ter 
minate at said loWer end thereof; and, 

a peripheral collar extending outWardly from said 
upper end of said tubular sleeve attached to the 
exterior of said container; 

a releasable seal secured to said peripheral collar for 
closing and sealing said upper end of said tubular 
sleeve; and, 

a drinking straW slidably positioned Within said tubular 
sleeve, said drinking straW having a diameter that is 
slightly larger than that of said loWer end of said 
tubular sleeve, said drinking straW also having a 
plurality of accordian pleats for compressing said 
drinking straW betWeen said ?rst, loWer portion and 
said releasable seal. 

7. The beverage dispenser according to claim 6 Wherein 
said drinking straW includes open, upper and loWer ends and 
has a second, integral, loWer portion tapering doWnWardly 
and inWardly to terminate at said loWer end thereof, said 
second, loWer portion being adapted to abut said ?rst, loWer 
portion of said tubular sleeve When said drinking straW is 
compressed Within said sleeve. 

8. The beverage dispenser according to claim 6 Wherein 
said tubular sleeve and said collar are integrally molded 
from plastic. 


