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[57] ABSTRACT 

A detachable handle is provided on hand-held power tools, 
such as spiral cutting tools, in which cuts are made by 
positioning the axis of the cutting tool motor housing 
perpendicular to a workpiece surface, and moving a cutting 
tool bit through the workpiece in a direction perpendicular 
to the axis of the bit to remove material from the workpiece. 
A gripping surface of the detachable handle is aligned 
substantially parallel with the axis of the cutting tool hous 
ing. The detachable handle allows a cutting tool to be 
grasped ?rmly and comfortably with two hands, with one 
hand grasping the detachable handle and the other hand 
grasping the housing of the cutting tool to improve cutting 
accuracy and reduce user fatigue. The cutting tool housing 
is preferably provided with lugs extending therefrom, 
whereby the detachable handle may be detachably attached 
to the cutting tool. Threaded knobs are passed through 
mounting holes in ends of the detachable handle and 
threaded into holes in the housing lugs to detachably secure 
the handle to the lugs. The detachable handle is preferably 
formed to include one or more storage compartments 

therein, accessible through apertures in the handle, for 
storage of additional cutting tool bits, cutting tool 
accessories, etc. A sliding door on the detachable handle 
may be provided to allow access to the storage 
compartments, and to close the compartments to secure 
items stored therein during operation of the cutting tool. 

23 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 

I06 

ill; 
- 





U.S. Patent Sep. 29, 1998 Sheet 2 of4 5,813,805 

> [MIMI/ll” 



U.S. Patent Sep. 29, 1998 Sheet 3 of4 5,813,805 





5,813,805 
1 

SPIRAL CUTTING TOOL WITH 
DETACHABLE HANDLE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention pertains generally to hand-held power 
tools such as spiral cutting tools, and more particularly to 
handles for such poWer tools. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A spiral cutting tool is a hand-held poWer tool having an 
electric motor that rotates a spiral cutting tool bit at high 
speeds. The spiral cutting tool bit includes a sharp cutting 
edge that is Wrapped in a spiral around the axis of the bit. 
The spiral cutting tool bit is designed for cutting perpen 
dicular to the axis of the bit. The electric motor that drives 
the bit is enclosed in a motor housing. The motor housing is 
generally cylindrical in shape, With the spiral cutting tool bit 
extending from one end of the motor housing along the axis 
of the housing. A spiral cutting tool is used to remove 
material from a Workpiece by moving the rotating spiral 
cutting tool bit through the Workpiece in a direction perpen 
dicular to the axis of rotation of the bit. Aspiral cutting tool 
is conventionally operated by grasping the motor housing 
With one or both hands, turning on the electric motor to 
begin high speed rotation of the spiral cutting tool bit, 
plunging the spinning spiral cutting tool bit into a Work 
piece, such as a piece of Wood, and then moving the cutting 
bit through the Workpiece in a direction perpendicular to the 
axis of the spiral cutting tool bit by moving the motor 
housing in a direction parallel to the plane of the Workpiece 
surface While keeping the axis of the motor housing gener 
ally perpendicular to the Workpiece surface. 

Precise control of a cut being made by the spiral cutting 
tool is dependent upon the cutting tool operator maintaining 
a ?rm grasp on the motor housing. With extended and 
continuous operation, the motor housing can become Warm, 
and cutting tool vibrations may cause an operator’s hands 
and arms to become fatigued. Extended and continuous use 
of a spiral cutting tool by grasping the motor housing can, 
therefore, become uncomfortable, reducing the ability of the 
cutting tool operator to precisely control the cut being made. 

Spiral cutting tool bits of various siZes and speci?cally 
designed for the cutting of different Workpiece materials are 
available. A spiral cutting tool operator Will likely desire to 
have extra bits conveniently at hand. Spiral cutting tool bits 
are changed by removing and inserting bits from and into a 
chuck Whereby the bits are attached to the spiral cutting tool 
motor. This process typically requires use of a Wrench or 
other tool Which a spiral cutting tool operator Will also desire 
to keep easily accessible. Extra spiral cutting tool bits and 
other spiral cutting tool accessories may be brought to a 
Work site in a toolbox or other conventional storage 
container, Wherein they Will likely become mixed up With 
other tools, and accessories for other poWer tools, such as 
conventional drill bits. This can result in Wasted time as the 
spiral cutting tool operator searches through his tool box for 
the desired spiral cutting tool bit, Wrench, etc. It Would 
typically not be practical to bring a separate container to the 
Work site for spiral cutting tool bits and accessories alone. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a detachable handle for 
spiral cutting tools and other similar hand-held poWer tools. 
The present invention provides for extensive continuous use 
of the poWer tool While maintaining operator comfort and 
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2 
cutting tool control. The handle of the present invention 
includes a gripping surface for an operator’s hand Which is 
substantially parallel With the axis of the poWer tool housing. 
Control of the cutting tool is maintained by grasping the tool 
With tWo hands, one on the handle, the other on the poWer 
tool housing. The handle facilitates positioning the poWer 
tool With its axis perpendicular to the Workpiece, and 
moving the poWer tool along the plane of the Workpiece in 
a direction perpendicular to the axis of the poWer tool. 
The handle of the present invention is preferably attached 

to the motor housing of a spiral cutting tool and is detachable 
therefrom. The handle may be securely attached to the spiral 
cutting tool When the tool is to be used for extended periods 
of time, or generally to enhance the operator’s comfort and 
control in using the spiral cutting tool, and may be remcived 
therefrom, for example, When the spiral cutting tool is to be 
used in tight quarters Wherein the handle might become an 
obstacle to precise control of the spiral cutting tool. For 
purposes of securely attaching the handle, the motor housing 
preferably includes integrally formed lugs that extend from 
the motor housing. Threaded holes provided in the handle 
lugs may be aligned With mounting holes through ends of the 
detachable handle. The handle is secured to the lugs by 
threaded knobs that are inserted through the mounting holes 
in the ends of the handle and tightly threaded into the 
threaded holes in the handle lugs on the motor housing. The 
threaded knobs are preferably designed so that the detach 
able handle may be tightly secured to the handle lugs by 
hand, Without the need for a Wrench or other tool. 
The detachable handle is preferably made from a hard and 

strong plastic material, such as glass ?lled nylon. The 
detachable handle may be formed by molding the handle in 
essentially symmetric handle halves. The handle halves may 
then be joined together using screWs and/or an adhesive to 
form the complete detachable handle. To provide a light 
Weight handle, and to minimiZe the amount of material 
required to form the handle, the detachable handle is pref 
erably formed to be substantially holloW. Structural ele 
ments formed Within the handle provide structural support to 
the handle. The detachable handle is thus simultaneously 
lightWeight While being rigid and strong. The structural 
elements Within the handle also divide the inside of the 
handle into various compartments or chambers. Some of the 
compartments formed by the structural elements Within the 
handle may be used to store various spiral cutting tool 
accessories, such as extra spiral cutting tool bits. The handle 
compartments are made accessible through apertures in the 
outer Wall of the detachable handle. A compartment cover, 
such as a sliding door, may be provided to cover the 
openings into the handle compartments. The sliding door 
may be opened to access the handle compartment, and 
closed to keep articles inserted into the handle compartment 
securely contained therein. A separate compartment in the 
detachable handle may be speci?cally designed to hold a 
Wrench used in changing spiral cutting tool bits. 

The detachable handle of the present invention alloWs a 
spiral cutting tool operator to better control the cutting tool 
to make precise cuts. The detachable handle also facilitates 
an operator’s use of the cutting tool for longer durations 
Without experiencing discomfort, fatigue, or loss of control 
of the cutting tool. The detachable handle insulates the 
operator from some of the cutting tool vibration, as Well as 
heat generated Within the cutting tool motor housing. The 
handle is both easily attachable to and detachable from the 
motor housing. This alloWs the handle to be removed for 
operation of the spiral cutting tool in close quarters by 
grasping the cutting tool by the motor housing alone. The 
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detachable handle is structurally sound, and yet does not add 
signi?cant Weight to the cutting tool as a Whole. The 
structure of the detachable handle alloWs spiral cutting tool 
accessory storage compartments to be incorporated into the 
handle. Thus, cutting tool accessories and extra spiral cut 
ting tool bits may alWays be kept conveniently at hand. 

Further objects, features, and advantages of the invention 
Will be apparent from the folloWing detailed description of 
the invention taken in conjunction With the accompanying 
draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the draWings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a spiral cutting tool 

including a detachable handle in accordance With the present 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of a spiral cutting tool 
shoWing the detachable handle of the present invention 
removed therefrom. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of a detachable handle for a 
spiral cutting tool in accordance With the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW of a detachable handle in 
accordance With the present invention as taken generally 
along the line 4—4 of FIG. 3. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

A spiral cutting tool With a detachable handle in accor 
dance With the present invention is shoWn generally at 10 in 
FIG. 1. The spiral cutting tool 10 includes a motor housing 
12 to Which the detachable handle 14 is attached. The motor 
housing 12 is made of an electrically insulating material, 
such as hard plastic. The motor housing 12 is generally 
cylindrical in shape and includes raised gripping surfaces 16 
that alloW a ?rm grip on the cutting tool 10 to be maintained 
When the cutting tool 10 is grasped around the motor 
housing 12. 
An electric motor (not visible in FIG. 1) is enclosed 

Within the motor housing 12. An exemplary electric motor 
that may be employed is a conventional 4 amp 115—120 V, 
AC electric motor With a no-load rotation speed of 30,000 
RPM. The motor receives electrical poWer through an elec 
trical cord 18 (only a portion of Which is shoWn in FIG. 1). 
The electrical cord 18 may preferably include a rubber cover 
that stays ?exible in cold operating environments. A thick 
rubber connecting sleeve 20 is preferably provided Where 
the electrical cord 18 is joined to the motor housing 12. This 
connecting sleeve 20 provides strain relief at the end of the 
electrical cord 18 to prevent crimping, cracking, and exces 
sive Wear of the cord 18 Where it is joined to the cutting tool 
10. The electric motor is turned on and off by an on/off 
sWitch 22 on the motor housing 12. The electric motor of the 
cutting tool 10 drives a motor shaft. Afan, located Within the 
motor housing 12, is preferably attached to the motor shaft. 
When the motor is turned on, by means of the on/off sWitch 
22, the fan is rotated at a high speed to draW air through the 
motor housing 12 and across the electric motor to thereby 
cool the motor. For this purpose, intake air vents 24 and 
exhaust air vents 26 are preferably provided in the motor 
housing 12. Cool air is thus draWn by the motor fan into the 
motor housing 12 through the air intake vents 24 to cool the 
electrical motor, With Warm air exhausted from the motor 
housing 12 through the exhaust air vents 26. 
An end 28 of the motor shaft extends from one end of the 

motor housing 12 along the axis thereof. Attached to the end 
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4 
of the motor shaft 28 is a mechanical structure 30 for 
securing a spiral cutting tool bit 32 to the motor shaft 28. The 
spiral cutting tool bit 32 has a cutting edge 33 spiraled 
around the axis of the bit 32. This cutting edge 33 is 
designed such that the spiral cutting tool bit 32, When rotated 
at high speed, Will cut through a Workpiece in a direction 
perpendicular to the axis of the bit 32. In this cutting process, 
signi?cant force is applied to the cutting tool bit 32 perpen 
dicular to the axis thereof. Thus, although a conventional 
drill type chuck may be used for the structure 30 that 
mechanically connects the bit 32 to the motor shaft 28, the 
preferred structure for securing the bit 32 to the shaft 28 is 
a collet type system 30. The collet bit attachment system 30 
includes a collet nut 34 and a collet 36 centered axially 
Within a central aperture of the collet nut 34. The collet nut 
34 is mounted on a threaded end of the motor shaft 28. To 
secure the bit 32 to the motor shaft 28, a shank 38 of the bit 
32 is inserted into the central aperture of the collet 36. The 
collet nut 34 is then tightened, ?rst by hand and then With a 
Wrench 40, until the bit 32 is held securely. As the collet nut 
34 is tightened doWn on the threaded end of the shaft 28, the 
collet 36 is compressed Within the collet nut 34 betWeen a 
partially closed end of the collet nut 30 and the shaft 28. The 
collet 36 is slotted and has tapered ends such that When the 
collet 36 is compressed betWeen the collet nut 34 and the 
shaft 28 the collet is compressed radially, causing the central 
aperture of the collet 36 to close tightly around the shank 38 
of the spiral cutting tool bit 32. To remove the bit 32 from 
the motor shaft 28, the collet nut 34 is loosened, using the 
Wrench 40, until the bit 32 can be easily removed from the 
central aperture of the collet 36. 

Ashaft lock pin 42 is used to prevent rotation of the motor 
shaft When the collet nut 34 is being loosened and tightened. 
The shaft lock pin 42 extends through the motor housing 12. 
When the shaft lock pin 42 is depressed, it engages the motor 
shaft 28, preventing rotation of the shaft, and alloWing the 
collet nut 30 to be loosened and tightened. When the shaft 
lock pin 42 is released, a spring (not shoWn) attached to the 
shaft lock pin 42 causes the shaft lock pin 42 to become 
disengaged from the motor shaft 28, alloWing free rotation 
thereof. 

To set the depth of cut to be made by the spiral cutting tool 
10, an adjustable depth guide assembly 44 is provided. The 
depth guide assembly 44 includes a depth guide 46, a 
threaded locking knob 48, and a depth guide bracket 50. The 
depth guide bracket 50 is attached to the cutting tool housing 
12 around the location Where the motor shaft 28 emerges 
from the housing 12. The depth guide bracket 50 may be 
attached to the housing 12 in various conventional manners. 
Preferably, the depth guide bracket 50 may be made detach 
able from the housing 12. A housing collar 52, Which is part 
of and extends axially from the motor housing 12, may be 
provided around the motor shaft 28. The collar 52 includes 
a recessed channel (not shoWn) around an outer circumfer 
ence thereof Which interlocks With a protrusion on the depth 
guide bracket 50. To attach the depth guide bracket 50 to the 
collar 52, the protrusion on the depth guide bracket 50 is 
aligned With a notch in the collar 52, and the bracket 50 is 
pushed doWn over the collar 52 until the protrusion on the 
bracket 50 is located Within the collar channel. The depth 
guide bracket 50 is then rotated around the collar 52 to lock 
the protrusion on the bracket 50 Within the channel on the 
collar 52. A metal band (not shoWn) may be placed in a 
second channel in the outer circumference of the housing 
collar 52. This metal band has a protrusion Which can be 
compressed, and thus acts as a spring. A hole (not shoWn) is 
provided in the depth guide bracket 50 Which may be aligned 
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With the spring protrusion from the housing collar 52. When 
the bracket 50 is rotated about the collar 52 to lock the 
protrusion on the bracket 50 Within the channel in the collar 
52, the protrusion on the spring is aligned With the hole in 
the bracket 50, causing the protrusion to spring into the hole, 
thereby securely locking the depth guide bracket 50, and the 
entire depth guide assembly 44, onto the housing collar 52 
and the housing 12. 

The depth guide bracket 50 includes an extension 54 
extending in an axial direction from an edge thereof. The 
extension 54 includes a threaded hole into Which the 
threaded depth guide locking knob 48 may be threaded. The 
depth guide 46 includes a corresponding extension 56 
extending in an axial direction from an edge thereof, and 
Which is aligned With the extension portion 54 of the depth 
guide bracket 50. The axially extending portion 54 of the 
depth guide bracket 50 preferably includes a ?ange guide 
section extending along the sides thereof to help keep the 
axially extending portion 56 of the depth guide 46 aligned on 
the same axis With the axially extending portion 54 of the 
depth guide bracket 50. The axially extending portion 56 of 
the depth guide 46 includes an axial slot along its length. The 
threaded shaft of the depth guide locking knob 48 passes 
through the slot in the axially extending portion 56 of the 
depth guide 46. The depth of cut may be set by loosening the 
locking knob 48, moving the depth guide 46 in an axial 
direction by sliding the axially extending portion 56 thereof 
along the axially extending portion 54 of the depth guide 
bracket 50 (With the slot in the axially extending portion 56 
of the depth guide 46 sliding around the threaded portion of 
the depth guide locking knob 48), and then tightening the 
depth guide locking knob 48 into the hole in the axially 
extending portion 54 of the depth guide bracket 50 and doWn 
upon the axially extending portion 56 of the depth guide 46 
to lock the depth guide 46 in position on the depth guide 
bracket 50. Note that a locking Washer (not shoWn) may 
preferably be placed around the threaded portion of the 
locking knob 48, betWeen a head portion of the locking knob 
48 and the axially extending portion 56 of the depth guide 
46, to more securely ?x the depth guide 46 in place When the 
locking knob 48 is tightened doWn upon the axially extend 
ing portion 56 thereof. When locked into position, the depth 
guide 46 provides a depth guide surface 58 Which lies in a 
plane perpendicular to the axis of the spiral cutting tool bit 

The detachable handle 14 of the present invention is 
preferably attached to the motor housing 12 of the cutting 
tool 10. The handle 14 includes a gripping surface 59 Which 
is preferably contoured in shape so that the handle 14 may 
be comfortably grasped in the hand of an operator of the 
cutting tool 10. The handle gripping surface 59 is aligned 
substantially parallel With the axis of the cutting tool hous 
ing 12. It should be understood that the terms “substantially 
parallel”, as used in this context throughout this speci?ca 
tion and accompanying claims, means “more parallel than 
not”. Therefore, the angle of the handle gripping surface 59 
With respect to the axis of the cutting tool 10 may be varied 
from exactly parallel by several degrees. HoWever, as the 
handle gripping surface 59 becomes more and more perpen 
dicular to the axis of the motor housing 12, the effectiveness 
of the handle 14 for accurately controlling the type of cuts 
made by the spiral cutting tool 10 is reduced. 

The handle 14 of the present invention alloWs the cutting 
tool 10 to be grasped more ?rmly and comfortably With both 
hands, to provide greater control of the cutting tool 10 
during operation, and to thereby provide for more accurate 
cuts With less operator fatigue. The handle 14 also alloWs the 
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6 
cutting tool 10 to be grasped more ?rmly during motor 
start-up, during Which the reaction torque of the cutting tool 
motor can cause the tool 10 to tWist. Thus, the cutting tool 
handle 14 also facilitates safe use of the cutting tool 10. It 
may be desirable, hoWever, that the cutting tool handle 14 be 
detached for some applications. For example, for making 
cuts in close quarters or obstructed areas, the handle 14 may 
become an obstruction, and actually interfere With the mak 
ing of accurate cuts. Thus, it is desirable to provide both for 
securely attaching the handle 14 to the cutting tool 10 When 
needed, While alloWing the handle 14 to be detached When 
its use Would interfere With accurate or safe operation of the 
cutting tool 10. 
A preferred structure for attaching the handle 14 to the 

cutting tool 10 is described in detail With reference to FIG. 
2. Note that other similar structures, and variations on the 
structures described, may also be used for detachably attach 
ing the detachable handle 14 to the cutting tool 10. Handle 
lugs 60 and 62 extend from the motor housing 12 of the 
cutting tool 10. The handle lugs 60 and 62 are preferably 
integrally formed extensions of the housing 12. The lugs 60 
and 62 preferably do not extend so far from the housing 12 
so as to interfere With operation of the cutting tool 10 When 
the handle 14 is detached therefrom. A threaded hole 64 or 
66 is provided through each of the lugs 60 and 62. Since the 
housing 12 is made of an electrically insulating material, 
such as hard plastic, merely threading the holes 64 and 66 
through the integrally formed lugs 60 and 62 Will create 
threads Which may become easily stripped and are subject to 
premature Wear. To provide durable threading in the lug 
holes 64 and 66, the threading may be provided on the 
central aperture of a thick metal Washer or nut (not shoWn in 
FIG. 2) Which is ?xed Within the lugs 60 and 62. (The 
threaded central aperture of the Washer or nut Would, of 
course, be aligned With the holes 64 and 66.) 
The handle 14 is attached to the housing 12 by placing 

ends of the handle 14 over the lugs 60 and 62. The lugs 60 
and 62 are thus inserted into the holloW handle ends. 
Mounting holes 68 and 70 in the handle ends are aligned 
With the holes 64 and 66 in the lugs 60 and 62. Threaded 
locking knobs 72 and 74 are inserted through the mounting 
holes 68 and 70 in the ends of the handle 14 and into the 
threaded holes 64 and 66 in the lugs 60 and 62. The knobs 
72 and 74 are then tightened to secure the handle 14 to the 
housing 12. Preferably, the heads of the locking knobs 72 
and 74 are designed so that the locking knobs 72 and 74 may 
be tightened by hand, Without need for a separate tool such 
as a Wrench or screW driver. 

To detach the handle 14 from the housing 12, the 
described procedure is simply reversed. The locking knobs 
72 and 74 are loosened and removed from the holes 64 and 
66 in the lugs 60 and 62 and the mounting holes 68 and 70 
in the ends of the handle 14. The handle 14 is then removed 
from the handle lugs 60 and 62. 
The detachable handle 14 of the present invention is 

preferably made of an electrically insulating material such as 
hard plastic. Apreferable material for forming the handle 14 
is glass ?lled nylon. The handle 14 may be formed of such 
a material in tWo complementary and symmetric halves by 
a conventional molding process. The tWo halves are then 
joined together to form the complete handle 14. One half of 
such a molded plastic handle 14 is illustrated in FIG. 4. As 
illustrated, the handle 14 is substantially holloW, but 
includes molded structural elements 76 Which provide 
strength and rigidity to the handle 14. The internal structural 
elements 76 of the handle 14 give the handle 14 the strength 
and rigidity of a solid handle, Without requiring the amount 
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of material required to form a solid handle, and With the light 
Weight of a substantially holloW handle. Minimizing the 
Weight of the handle 14 in this manner helps to minimize the 
fatigue experienced by an operator using the cutting tool 10 
With the handle 14 in place. 
TWo handle halves are joined together to form the com 

plete handle 14. The tWo handle halves may be joined 
together in a conventional manner, for example, using an 
adhesive. The tWo handle halves are also preferably screWed 
together. For this purpose, screW holes 78 and 80 may be 
formed in the handle halves. 

Structural elements 82 and 84 around the holes 68 and 70 
in the ends of the handle 14 facilitate placement of the 
handle 14 over the handle lugs 60 and 62. These structural 
elements 82 and 84 extend from the inner Wall of the handle 
14, alloW the handle ends to be snugly placed on the lugs 60 
and 62, and facilitate alignment of the mounting holes 68 
and 70 in the handle ends With the holes 64 and 66 in the lugs 
60 and 62. 

Note that the structural elements 76 of the molded handle 
14 not only provide strength and rigidity to the handle 14, 
but also form holloW compartments or chambers 86 Within 
the handle 14. Compartments formed by the structural 
elements 76 of the handle 14 may be positioned so as to be 
employed for convenient storage locations. For example, as 
illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, spiral cutting tool bits 32 and the 
Wrench 40 for tightening the collet nut 34 may conveniently 
be stored in compartments 90 and 92, respectively, inside the 
handle 14. A third compartment 94 may be provided for 
storage of, for example, extra collets 36. 

Storage compartments 90 and 94 are accessed via aper 
tures 96 and 98, respectively, in the Wall of the handle 14. 
To prevent objects stored in the compartments 90 and 94 
from sliding out during use of the spiral cutting tool 10, a 
sliding door 100 may preferably be provided. The sliding 
door 100 rides in a channel 102 provided on each half of the 
handle 14. Detents (not shoWn) may preferably be provided 
Within the channel 102 to hold the sliding door 100 in 
various positions along the channel 102. When the sliding 
door 100 is positioned centrally along the channel 102, both 
storage compartments 90 and 94 are closed off (apertures 96 
and 98 are covered), securing any items, such as the bit 32, 
stored therein. When the sliding door 100 is moved to a 
position near the end of the handle 14, as illustrated in FIG. 
3, the storage compartment 90 is opened and accessible. 
Items such as the bit 32 may then be inserted into or removed 
from the compartment 90. When the sliding door 100 is 
moved to the opposite end of the channel 102, the compart 
ment 94 is open and accessible. When compartment 90 is 
open, compartment 94 is closed, and When compartment 94 
is open, compartment 90 is closed. 

The other accessible handle compartment 92 may prefer 
ably be speci?cally designed to hold the Wrench 40 Within 
the handle 14 When it is not in use. An aperture 104 in the 
handle 14 provides access to the Wrench compartment 92. 
The siZe of the compartment 92 is such that the Wrench 40 
is held snugly therein, to prevent it from sliding out during 
operation of the cutting tool 10. As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 
3, a portion 106 of the handle 14 around the aperture 104 to 
the Wrench compartment 92 is reduced in Width such that, 
When the Wrench 40 is placed in the compartment 92, the 
head of the Wrench extends slightly from the sides of the 
handle 14. This permits the head of the Wrench 40 to be 
grasped to pull the Wrench 40 from the compartment 92. 

The compartments in the poWer tool handle 14 alloW 
poWer tool accessories, such as extra cutting tool bits 32, to 
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8 
be kept conveniently at hand, and separate from other tools 
and accessories. It should be noted that various storage 
compartments of different siZes and shapes than those pre 
viously described may be incorporated into the handle 14. 
Also, various types of doors or other covers may be used to 
close off or access the compartments. Moreover, it is clear 
that a user may store any items he chooses Within the storage 
compartments 90 and 94. In the embodiment described 
herein, hoWever, one compartment 92 is speci?cally 
designed to hold the Wrench 40. 
The present invention facilitates the safe, accurate, and 

convenient operation and use of a spiral cutting tool 10. For 
the most accurate use of the spiral cutting tool 10, the 
detachable handle 14 is secured to the tool housing 12. This 
is accomplished by placing the ends of the handle 14 over 
the housing lugs 60 and 62, aligning the mounting holes 68 
and 70 in the handle 14 With the holes 64 and 66 in the lugs 
60 and 62, placing the threaded knobs 72 and 74 through the 
mounting holes 68 and 70 in the handle 14, and threading the 
knobs 72 and 74 into the threaded holes 64 and 66 in the lugs 
60 and 62. The knobs 72 and 74 are tightened to secure the 
handle 14 to the housing 12. 

Aconveniently accessible spiral cutting tool bit 32 may be 
removed from the storage compartment 90 Within the handle 
14 by sliding open the sliding door 100. The conveniently 
located Wrench 40 is removed from its storage compartment 
92 in the handle 14 by ?rmly grasping the head of the 
Wrench 40 and pulling it from the compartment 92. 

To attach the bit 32 to the cutting tool 10, the shaft lock 
pin 42 is depressed, to keep the motor shaft 28 from rotating. 
The Wrench 40 is then used to loosen the collet nut 30, and 
the shank 38 of the bit 32 is placed in the central aperture of 
the collet 36. With the shaft lock pin 42 still depressed, the 
collet nut 30 is tightened, thereby tightening the collet 36 
around the shank 38 of the bit 32, securing the bit 32 to the 
shaft 28 of the cutting tool 10. The shaft lock pin 42 may 
then be released, and the Wrench 40 returned to its com 
partment 92 in the handle 14. The sliding door 100 is moved 
to a central position along the channel 102 of the handle 14 
to close the compartments 90 and 94 in the handle 14 to 
secure any items enclosed therein during operation of the 
cutting tool. The depth guide 46 may be adjusted by loos 
ening the depth guide locking knob 48, sliding the depth 
guide 46 axially to the desired depth of cut, and retightening 
the knob 48. The depth of cut is preferably set to about 1/8 
inch greater than the thickness of the Workpiece material to 
be cut. 

The cutting tool 10 is noW prepared for making a cut, and 
the cutting tool poWer cord 18 may be connected to a source 
of electrical poWer. While grasping the cutting tool 10 ?rmly 
With tWo hands, one hand grasped around the gripping 
surface 59 of the handle 14 and the other hand grasped 
around the motor housing 12, the on/off sWitch 22 is 
engaged to turn on the cutting tool 10. The spiral cutting tool 
bit 32 is thereby rotated at a high speed, e.g., 30,000 RPM, 
by the electric motor contained Within the motor housing 12. 
The bit 32 may then be plunged into a Workpiece to make a 
cut therein. Apilot hole or other mark may be used to guide 
the rotating spiral cutting tool bit 32 into the Workpiece. 
Alternatively, the rotating bit 32 may be plunged into the 
Workpiece material by starting the bit into the material at a 
45° angle, and then sloWly bringing the axis of the bit to a 
90° angle to the material being cut. With the surface 58 of 
the depth guide 46 pressed against the Workpiece surface, 
the spiral cutting tool 10 is moved in a direction perpen 
dicular to the axis of the cutting tool to cut the Workpiece by 
removing material therefrom. Grasping the spiral cutting 
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tool 10 by both the handle 14 and the housing 12 allows a 
very accurate cut to be made. Use of the handle 14 also 
enhances user comfort, minimizing user fatigue, and alloW 
ing accurate cuts to be made over an extended period of 
operation of the cutting tool 10. 

For operation of the cutting tool 10 in close quarters, the 
handle 14 may become an obstruction to the making of 
accurate cuts. For such operating conditions, the handle 14 
may be detached by simply unthreading the locking knobs 
72 and 74 from the threaded holes 64 and 66 in the lugs 60 
and 62, and removing the threaded knobs 72 and 74 from the 
holes 64 and 66 in the lugs 60 and 62 and from the mounting 
holes 68 and 70 in the handle 14. The handle 14 may then 
be pulled aWay from the lugs 60 and 62, to remove the 
handle 14 from the housing 12. 
Though described in detail herein With respect to a 

particular type of spiral cutting tool, it should noted that the 
present invention is not limited in application to any par 
ticular spiral cutting tool design. The detachable handle of 
the present invention may be used With other types of spiral 
cutting tools, or similar hand-held poWer tools of the type 
Wherein material is removed from a Workpiece by position 
ing the axis of the poWer tool housing perpendicular to a 
surface of the Workpiece, and moving the poWer tool hous 
ing along the surface of the Workpiece in a direction per 
pendicular to the axis of the poWer tool housing. For 
example, the detachable handle of the present invention may 
also be applicable to hand-held routers or similar poWer 
tools. 

It is thus understood that this invention is not con?ned to 
the particular embodiments herein illustrated and described, 
but embraces such modi?ed forms thereof as come Within 
the scope of the folloWing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An improved hand held poWer tool of the type includ 

ing a poWer tool housing enclosing means for rotating a shaft 
extending from an end of the poWer tool housing along an 
axis thereof and means for attaching a bit to the shaft, and 
Wherein the poWer tool is used to remove material from a 
Workpiece by positioning the axis of the poWer tool housing 
perpendicular to a surface of the Workpiece and moving the 
poWer tool housing in a direction perpendicular to the axis 
of the housing and parallel to the surface of the Workpiece 
to cause the rotating bit to be moved through the Workpiece 
in a direction perpendicular to an axis of the bit to remove 
material from the Workpiece, the improvement comprising: 

(a) a handle having ?rst and second handle ends and a 
gripping surface; and 

(b) means for attaching and detaching the handle by hand 
at each of the ?rst and second handle ends to the poWer 
tool housing such that the handle gripping surface is 
substantially parallel to the axis of the poWer tool 
housing. 

2. The improved hand held poWer tool of claim 1 Wherein 
the hand held poWer tool is a spiral cutting tool including 
means for attaching a spiral cutting tool bit to the shaft. 

3. The improved hand held poWer tool of claim 1 Wherein 
the means for attaching and detaching the handle to the 
poWer tool housing includes lugs extending from the poWer 
tool housing and means for attaching and detaching the 
handle ends to the lugs. 

4. The improved hand held poWer tool of claim 3 Wherein 
the means for attaching and detaching the handle ends to the 
lugs includes threaded holes through the lugs, mounting 
holes through the handle ends that are positioned thereon to 
be aligned With the threaded holes through the lugs, and 
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10 
threaded knobs adapted to be inserted through the mounting 
holes on the handle ends and threaded into the threaded 
holes through the lugs to attach the handle ends to the lugs. 

5. The improved hand held poWer tool of claim 1 Wherein 
the handle includes at least one storage compartment acces 
sible through an aperture in the handle. 

6. An improved hand held poWer tool of the type includ 
ing a poWer tool housing enclosing means for rotating a shaft 
extending from an end of the poWer tool housing along an 
axis thereof and means for attaching a bit to the shaft, and 
Wherein the poWer tool is used to remove material from a 
Workpiece by positioning the axis of the poWer tool housing 
perpendicular to a surface of the Workpiece and moving the 
poWer tool housing in a direction perpendicular to the axis 
of the housing and parallel to the surface of the Workpiece 
to cause the rotating bit to be moved through the Workpiece 
in a direction perpendicular to an axis of the bit to remove 
material from the Workpiece, the improvement comprising: 

(a) a handle having handle ends and a gripping surface 
and at least one storage compartment accessible 
through an aperture in the handle Wherein the aperture 
in the handle is covered by a sliding door attached to 
the handle; and 

(b) means for detachably attaching the handle at the 
handle ends to the PoWer tool housing such that the 
handle gripping surface is substantially parallel to the 
axis of the poWer tool housing. 

7. The improved hand held poWer tool of claim 6 Wherein 
the handle includes a ?rst storage compartment accessible 
through a ?rst aperture in the handle, a second storage 
compartment accessible through a second aperture in the 
handle, and Wherein the sliding door attached to the handle 
is capable of being slid into a ?rst position Wherein the ?rst 
aperture is covered and the second aperture is open, a second 
position Wherein both the ?rst and second apertures are 
covered, and a third position Wherein the ?rst aperture is 
open and the second aperture is covered. 

8. The improved hand held poWer tool of claim 1 Wherein 
the handle is made of glass ?lled nylon. 

9. A spiral cutting tool, comprising: 
(a) a spiral cutting tool housing enclosing means for 

rotating a shaft extending from an end of the spiral 
cutting tool housing along an axis thereof and having 
?rst and second handle lugs extending therefrom; 

(b) means for attaching a spiral cutting tool bit to the shaft 
Whereby the spiral cutting tool is used to cut a Work 
piece by positioning the axis of the spiral cutting tool 
housing perpendicular to a surface of the Workpiece 
and moving the spiral cutting tool housing in a direc 
tion perpendicular to the axis of the housing and 
parallel to the surface of the Workpiece to cause the 
rotating spiral cutting tool bit to be moved through the 
Workpiece in a direction perpendicular to an axis of the 
spiral cutting tool bit to remove material from the 
Workpiece; 

(c) a handle having ?rst and second handle ends and a 
gripping surface; and 

(d) means for attaching and detaching the handle by hand 
at each of the handle ends to the handle lugs on the 
spiral cutting tool housing such that the handle gripping 
surface is substantially parallel to the axis of the spiral 
cutting tool housing. 

10. The spiral cutting tool of claim 9 Wherein the means 
for attaching and detaching the handle ends to the lugs 
includes threaded holes through the lugs, mounting holes on 
the handle ends that are positioned thereon to be aligned 
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With the threaded holes through the lugs, and threaded knobs 
adapted to be inserted through the mounting holes on the 
handle ends and threaded into the threaded holes through the 
lugs to attach the handle ends to the lugs. 

11. The spiral cutting tool of claim 9 Wherein the handle 
includes at least one storage compartment accessible 
through an aperture in the handle. 

12. The spiral cutting tool of claim 11 Wherein the storage 
compartment is adapted to receive and hold a spiral cutting 
tool bit. 

13. A spiral cutting tool, comprising: 
(a) a spiral cutting tool housing enclosing means for 

rotating a shaft extending from an end of the spiral 
cutting tool housing along an axis thereof and having 
handle lugs extending therefrom; 

(b) means for attaching a spiral cutting tool bit to the shaft 
Whereby the spiral cutting tool is used to cut a Work 
piece by positioning the axis of the spiral cutting tool 
housing perpendicular to a surface of the Workpiece 
and moving the spiral cutting tool housing in a direc 
tion perpendicular to the axis of the housing and 
parallel to the surface of the Workpiece to cause the 
rotating spiral cutting tool bit to be moved through the 
Workpiece in a direction perpendicular to an axis of the 
spiral cutting tool bit to remove material from the 
Workpiece; 

(c) a handle having handle ends and a gripping surface 
and at least one storage compartment accessible 
through an aperture in the handle Wherein the storage 
compartment is adapted to receive and snugly hold a 
Wrench having a Wrench head, and Wherein a Width of 
the handle adjacent to the aperture is smaller than a 
Width of the Wrench head so that the head of a Wrench 
held in the storage compartment Will extend from a side 
of the handle to alloW a user to grasp the Wrench head 
to remove the Wrench from the storage compartment; 
and 

(d) means for detachably attaching the handle at the 
handle ends to the handle lugs on the spiral cutting tool 
housing such that the handle gripping surface is sub 
stantially parallel to the axis of the spiral cutting tool 
housing. 

14. A spiral cutting tool, comprising: 
(a) a spiral cutting tool housing enclosing means for 

rotating a shaft extending from an end of the spiral 
cutting tool housing alone an axis thereof and having 
handle lugs extending therefrom; 

(b) means for attaching a spiral cutting tool bit to the shaft 
Whereby the spiral cutting tool is used to cut a Work 
piece by positioning the axis of the spiral cutting tool 
housing perpendicular to a surface of the Workpiece 
and moving the spiral cutting tool housing in a direc 
tion perpendicular to the axis of the housing and 
parallel to the surface of the Workpiece to cause the 
rotating spiral cutting tool bit to be moved through the 
Workpiece in a direction perpendicular to an axis of the 
spiral cutting tool bit to remove material from the 
Workpiece; 

(c) a handle having handle ends and a gripping surface 
and at least one storage compartment accessible 
through an aperture in the handle Wherein the aperture 
in the handle is covered by a sliding door attached to 
the handle; and 

(d) means for detachably attaching the handle at the 
handle ends to the handle lugs on the spiral cutting tool 
housing such that the handle gripping surface is sub 
stantially parallel to the axis of the spiral cutting tool 
housing. 
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15. The spiral cutting tool of claim 14 Wherein the handle 

includes a ?rst storage compartment accessible through a 
?rst aperture in the handle, a second storage compartment 
accessible through a second aperture in the handle, and 
Wherein the sliding door attached to the handle is capable of 
being slid into a ?rst position Wherein the ?rst aperture is 
covered and the second aperture is open, a second position 
Wherein both the ?rst and second apertures are covered, and 
a third position Wherein the ?rst aperture is open and the 
second aperture is covered. 

16. The spiral cutting tool of claim 9 Wherein the handle 
is made of glass ?lled nylon. 

17. A detachable handle for a spiral cutting tool, com 
prising: 

(a) a gripping surface; 
(b) ?rst and second handle ends connected to the gripping 

surface and including mounting structures adapted for 
attaching and detaching the handle by hand at each of 
the handle ends to a housing of the spiral cutting tool 
such that the handle gripping surface is substantially 
parallel to an axis of the spiral cutting tool housing; and 

(c) at least one storage compartment Within the handle and 
accessible through an aperture in the handle. 

18. The detachable handle of claim 17 Wherein the 
mounting structures include mounting holes in the handle 
ends adapted to be aligned With threaded holes through lugs 
extending from the housing of the spiral cutting tool and 
adapted to receive threaded knobs therethrough that are 
threaded into the threaded holes through the lugs to attach 
the handle ends to the lugs. 

19. The detachable handle of claim 17 Wherein the storage 
compartment is adapted to receive and hold a spiral cutting 
tool bit. 

20. A detachable handle for a spiral cutting tool, com 
prising: 

(a) a gripping surface; 
(b) handle ends connected to the gripping surface and 

including mounting structures adapted for detachably 
attaching the handle at the handle ends to a housing of 
the spiral cutting tool such that the handle gripping 
surface is substantially parallel to an axis of the spiral 
cutting tool housing; and 

(c) at least one storage compartment Within the handle and 
accessible through an aperture in the handle Wherein 
the storage compartment is adapted to receive and 
snugly hold a Wrench having a Wrench head, and 
Wherein a Width of the handle adjacent to the aperture 
is smaller than a Width of the Wrench head so that the 
head of a Wrench held in the storage compartment Will 
extend from a side of the handle to alloW a user to grasp 
the Wrench head to remove the Wrench from the storage 
compartment. 

21. A detachable handle for a spiral cutting tool, com 
prising: 

(a) a gripping surface; 
(b) handle ends connected to the gripping surface and 

including mounting structures adapted for detachably 
attaching the handle at the handle ends to a housing of 
the spiral cutting tool such that the handle gripping 
surface is substantially parallel to an axis of the spiral 
cutting tool housing; and 

(c) at least one storage compartment Within the handle and 
accessible through an aperture in the handle Wherein 
the aperture in the handle is covered by a sliding door 
attached to the handle. 

22. The detachable handle of claim 21 Wherein the handle 
includes a ?rst storage compartment accessible through a 
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?rst aperture in the handle, a second storage compartment a third position Wherein the ?rst aperture is open and the 
accessible through a second aperture in the handle, and second aperture is covered. 
Wherein the sliding door attached to the handle is capable of 23. The detachable handle of claim 27 Wherein the handle 
being slid into a ?rst position Wherein the ?rst aperture is is made of glass ?lled nylon. 
covered and the second aperture is open, a second position 5 
Wherein both the ?rst and second apertures are covered, and * * * * * 


