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[57] ABSTRACT 

Aprogrammable control apparatus for a heating installation 
of the type that comprises a clock (8) and a processing unit 
(2) is provided to control one or more heating appliances of 
the installation according to programming data. The pro 
gramming data are either programming data stored in the 
memory of a card (11), of the type that is known as “smart 
cards.” This data is read out When such a card (11) is 
introduced into a reader (10) of the apparatus. The program 
ming data resident in the processing unit (2) operates the 
heating system When no card is introduced into the reader 
(10). The stored programming data can be manually modi 
?ed only if a card (11), knoWn as a “key card”, is introduced 
into the reader (10). 

4 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet 
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PROGRAMMABLE CONTROL FOR 
HEATING INSTALLATION 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No. 
08/335,547, ?led Nov. 7, 1994, noW abandoned. 

This invention concerns programmable control apparatus 
for a heating installation. 

BACKGROUND 

This type of apparatus is already knoWn. They generally 
consist of a processing unit to Which one or more heat 
sensors are linked to determine the temperature of one or 
more areas of the heating installation, and control units for 
one or more heating appliances in the areas. Akeyboard, or 
some other entry/exit control system, alloWs the processing 
unit to be programmed, i.e., to allocate to each area a 
projected holding temperature for a period of time in the day, 
and this, for example, for each day of the Week. 

The data engendered by the keyboard or the entry/exit 
control system, at the time of programming, are stored in the 
memory of the processing unit. In this description, this data 
Will be called the programming data. 

Providing the programming operation for this type of 
apparatus is tricky. In fact, the number of functionalities is 
relatively large. The apparatus requires a long time and a 
tedious procedure to program, or, on the other hand, the 
apparatus is simple to programme and the number of func 
tionalities relatively restricted. 

The aim of the invention is to provide apparatus Which 
alloWs a programming operation according to several 
modes, each of the modes adapt the programming to suit the 
requirements of the user. 

Another disadvantage of knoWn equipment lies in the fact 
that programming data can be modi?ed by anyone and in 
particular by persons Who are not familiar With the func 
tioning of the equipment, like children. The risk of an error 
in functioning could ensue. 

Another aim of the invention is to provide apparatus 
Which overcomes such a disadvantage. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The above-mentioned aims are achieved by producing 
equipment in Which the programming data used by the 
processing unit are either programming data read in the 
memory of a card, knoWn as a “smart card”, When such a 
card is introduced into a reader of the equipment, or pro 
gramming data residing in the processing unit When no card 
is introduced into the reader. The resident programming data 
can be modi?ed only if a card, knoWn as a “key card”, is 
introduced into the reader. 

According to another characteristic of the invention, it can 
function in a mode Where the programming data contained 
in the memory of a card introduced into the reader are loaded 
into the processing unit in order to store them in a memory 
and to make them resident therein. 

According to another characteristic of the invention, it can 
function in a mode Where the resident programming data are 
transferred into the memory of the card introduced into the 
reader. 

According to another characteristic of the invention, the 
memories of cards Which contain programming data also 
contain data identifying them as programming cards. 

According to another characteristic of the invention, the 
memories of cards knoWn as key cards contain a code 
identifying them as key cards. 
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2 
According to another characteristic of the invention, the 

memories of cards knWon as key cards contain a code 
identifying the user. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The characteristics of the invention mentioned above, and 
others, too, Will appear more clearly on reading the folloW 
ing description of an embodiment, the said description being 
made in relation to the attached FIGURE Which is a sche 
matic and synoptic vieW of programmable control apparatus 
in accordance With the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The apparatus represented in the sole FIGURE comprises 
a single housing, 1, a processing unit, 2, for example of the 
type With microprocessor or microcontroller, including a 
bus, 3, to Which are linked a display device for giving 
information, 4, such as a screen of the liquid crystal or other 
type, a keyboard, 5, an interface for entry, 6, provided to 
receive measuring signals from one or more heat sensors 
(not shoWn) and a control interface, 7, to Which is linked at 
least one control unit for one or more heating appliances (not 
shoWn) installed for heating the premises. 

It also includes a clock, 8, Which, in the mode of produc 
tion shoWn, is directly linked to the processing unit, 2. 
The functioning of the apparatus as described up to noW 

is the folloWing. 
The clock, 8, sends the processing unit, 2, time signals 

Which the processing unit, 2, uses to de?ne the time ranges 
and to control, via the control interface, 7, Within each time 
range thus de?ned, the control unit of a heating appliance so 
that it can operate, for example, either in the mode knoWn as 
a “comfort mode”, or in the mode knoWn as an “economy 
mode”. 

In the comfort mode, the control of the heating appliance 
gives a temperature in the premises Which offers a sensation 
of comfort. In the economy mode, the control of the heating 
appliance gives a temperature Which is loWer than the 
preceding comfort temperature. BetWeen these tWo modes, 
other modes can be provided, such as intermediate modes 
Which can be determined according to other parameters 
apart from temperature, for example, the cost of electricity, 
etc. Finally, still further modes can be provided such as 
modes above freeZing or a stop mode. 

To carry out the commands of the heating appliance as 
they have just been described, the unit, 2, contains stored 
programming data Which are then knoWn as “resident”. 
These data are provided to alloW a programme also con 
tained in unit 2 to be executed according to the data. These 
programming data de?ne, for example, the time ranges and 
operating modes of the heating appliance, comfort mode, 
economy mode, intermediate mode, and other modes Which 
must be controlled in each of the time ranges thus de?ned. 
The unit, 2, according to the mode selected, effects the 

command mentioned above according to temperature sig 
nals delivered via the interface of entry, 6. 

It Will be seen, hoWever, that it is possible not to link any 
heat sensor to interface 6. In this case, the apparatus of the 
invention acts as a time programmer. 

It Will be seen that, in particular modes of operating, the 
interface of entry, 6, does not exist. In this case also, the 
apparatus of the invention acts as a time programmer. 

While the apparatus is operating, information on operat 
ing conditions is displayed on the device, 4. It can involve 
time data, adjustment temperature and/or any other infor 
mation Which may be useful to the user. 
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The apparatus of the invention also includes a reader, 10, 
of cards, 11, known as “smart cards”. Such cards comprise 
a rectangular ?at support, generally made of plastic material, 
on Which an electronic circuit is mounted, generally a 
memory of the EEPROM type, and also its connection 
system. 

The reader, 10, of the apparatus of the invention consists 
of a device of validation, 12, and a connector, 13, Which is 
provided to cooperate With the connector of any card intro 
duced into the reader, 10. The connector, 13, is linked to the 
bus, 3, of the processing unit, 2. 

The apparatus of the invention operates in the folloWing 
manner. 

In the ?rst mode, knoWn as mode 0, no card is introduced 
into the reader, 10. The apparatus operates as above, i.e., the 
processing unit 2, monitors the interface, 7, according to 
temperature signals present on the interface, 6, and accord 
ing to the programming data resident in unit 2. In this mode 
also, the part of the keyboard, 5, Which concerns program 
ming data is deactivated so that it is not possible to modify 
the resident programming data. In this mode, the keyboard, 
5, alloWs the functionalities of reading programming data, or 
functionalities of manual forcing of the functioning of the 
apparatus in one of these functioning modes to be achieved. 

In a second mode, knoWn as mode 1, a card, 11, knoWn 
as the key card, is introduced into the reader, 10. 

The card, 11, Which is introduced does not have a memory 
or, if it does have a memory, it contains either a code speci?c 
to operating in mode 1 Which identi?es it as the key card, or 
a code identifying the user. 

When it is introduced, the card, 11, acts as a “stop” against 
the validation device, 12, Which sends a signal to the 
processing unit, 2, Which then activates the keyboard, 5. The 
modi?cation of resident programming data is then possible, 
by means of the keyboard, 5, and the visualisation or display 
device, 4. Once the card, 11, has been WithdraWn from the 
reader, 10, the apparatus operates in mode 0 With the resident 
programming data as modi?ed. 
Where the card, 11, is introduced and carries a code 

speci?c to mode 1 or a code identifying the user, the 
processing unit, 2, reads this code beforehand and veri?es its 
accuracy. According to the result of this veri?cation, the 
processing unit, 2, either activates or does not activate 
operating mode 1 of the apparatus. 

In this operating mode, the card, 11, When introduced 
plays the role of a key to alloW the user to have access to the 
programming of his apparatus. This key is more or less 
complex, depending on Whether or not the card has a code 
identifying the user. This key, like any key, alloWs the 
function of programming the apparatus to be blocked to 
those Who do not have it. 

In a third operating mode, knoWn as mode 2, a speci?c 
card, 11, knoWn as the programme card, is introduced. This 
speci?c card includes a memory in Which are memorised, on 
the one hand, a code Which identi?es it as the programme 
card and, on the other hand, speci?c programming data for 
special applications. When it is introduced into the reader, 
10, the memory of the card, 11, is linked, via the connector 
of the card and the additional card, 12, of the reader, 10, also 
via the bus, 3, to the processing unit, 2. When this processing 
unit reads the code identifying the card, it monitors the 
interface, 7, according to the programming data memorised 
in the memory of the introduced programme card, 11. In this 
case, the resident data are in some Way deactivated. 

The advantage of this mode resides in the fact that it is 
possible to have several pre-programmed cards for special 
applications, for example, for applications Which depend on 
the occupation of the premises, the desired temperatures, the 
determined time ranges, etc. 
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In a fourth operating mode, knoWn as mode 3, a pro 

gramme card, 11, is introduced and the processing unit, 2, is 
advised of this mode, for example, by pressing a particular 
button of the keyboard, 5, or by punching in a special 
sequence on the keyboard, 5. 

In this mode, the programming data stored in the memory 
of the introduced card are read and loaded into the process 
ing unit, 2. It is thus possible to make data resident Which 
Were until then memorised in the memory of a card, for 
example, a pre-programmed card Which suits the user per 
fectly. 

In a ?fth operating mode, knoWn as mode 4, a programme 
card, 11, is introduced and the processing unit, 2, is advised 
of this mode, for example, by pressing a special button on 
the keyboard, 5, or by punching in a special sequence on the 
keyboard, 5. 

In this mode, the programming data residing in the 
processing unit, 2, are loaded into the memory of the 
introduced card. It is thus possible to safeguard data Which 
have been the subject of a modi?cation carried out according 
to mode 1. 

We claim: 
1. An apparatus for controlling a heating system in any of 

a plurality of different modes selected in response to a use 
of a plurality of different types of cards, said apparatus 
comprising: 

data processing means coupled to control said heating 
system, 

keyboard means coupled to said data processing means 
for storing a resident program in said data processor for 
controlling said heating system in a predetermined 
manner, 

card reading means coupled to said data processor, 

a plurality of different types of cards, 
means responsive to said card reading means in an 

absence of a card for establishing a ?rst mode of 
operation deactivating said keyboard and operating 
said system in response to sensors, 

means responsive to a ?rst type of card for causing said 
card reading means to activate said keyboard means in 
order to enable a modi?cation of the resident program, 

means responsive to a second type of card having thereon 
a memory containing speci?c data for deactivating said 
resident program and operating said heating system 
according to a program stored in said memory on said 
second type of card, 

means responsive to a third type of card having thereon a 
memory containing a user identi?cation number and a 
stored program for modifying said resident program 
responsive an entry of said user identi?cation number, 
and 

means responsive to a fourth type of card for enabling a 
user to control said system in response to keying in an 
identi?cation number. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein there are a plurality 
of said third type of card so that said heating system may be 
operated in different Ways according to a card selection, 
Whereby said operation of said heating system may be 
changed according to the time of the day. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said memory on at 
least one of said types of cards is an electronic circuit. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3 Wherein said electronic 
memory is an EEPROM. 

* * * * * 


