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[57] ABSTRACT 

A vehicle alignment and inspection system is provided 
Which uses context sensitive information from several 
sources to enable the user/operator to achieve a more 
ef?cient alignment or inspection than previous systems. 
Features include digital photographs responsive to point 
and-click operations by the operator, drop-down menus 
alloWing direct access to speci?c operations, a database of 
tools and parts required for the job, and a “smart” alignment 
procedure. 
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CONTEXT SENSITIVE VEHICLE 
ALIGNMENT AND INSPECTION SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to vehicle inspection and 
alignment, and more particularly to systems Which facilitate 
the inspection and alignment of a plurality of different makes 
and models of vehicles. 

Vehicle suspension and steering components are subject 
to Wear, misadjustment, and failure. This results in various 
symptoms Which, hoWever, do not alWays unambiguously 
indicate the particular component Which needs to be 
replaced or adjusted. Moreover, it is not alWays possible for 
the technician/user, particularly one Who Works on a great 
number of different models and makes of vehicles, to 
quickly and accurately determine the actual cause of any 
particular symptom. This results in increased repair time and 
costs and the possible replacement of undamaged parts. 

There are books available Which may be used by the 
technician to diagnose a particular problem or symptom, but 
the books are not alWays available to the technician at the 
time they are needed. In addition, the books are bulky, are 
easily soiled, and generally are not a satisfactory solution. 

Various alignment equipment is available to the techni 
cian to assist in determining Whether various alignment 
angles, such as toe, caster and camber are Within 
speci?cations, but this information alone still does not 
alWays unambiguously de?ne the cause of a particular 
symptom. The available equipment, hoWever, tends to have 
a standard alignment procedure Which it folloWs no matter 
What the alignment status of the actual vehicle being 
inspected or aligned. Other equipment imposes no order on 
the alignment process at all, With the result that unnecessary 
procedures could be performed by the technician and nec 
essary procedures might be omitted. The situation is com 
plicated by the fact that not all angles are adjustable on all 
vehicles, different techniques are used to adjust the same 
angles on different vehicles, and the tools used to optimally 
adjust the angles may also vary from vehicle to vehicle. 

Still other available alignment equipment alloWs the tech 
nician access to all the various possible alignment 
operations, but only by searching through the available 
operations in a predetermined order. Such a system could be 
improved. 

Various pieces of information Would be useful to the 
technician/operator in inspecting and/or aligning a vehicle. 
Among those are the Motorist Assurance Program (MAP) 
Uniform Inspection Guidelines and various part related 
information, such as part names, part descriptions, and part 
suppliers. Such information, While available separately, is 
not an integral part of conventional alignment and inspection 
systems. In addition, it Would be extremely helpful if the 
tools required for a particular alignment operation could be 
consistently and readily identi?ed before the operation is 
commenced. 

It is knoWn that various alignment angles are dependent 
on each other. For example, When caster is adjusted, it is also 
necessary to adjust front toe. It Would, therefore, be helpful 
to the technician to have an initial report of the alignment 
status of the vehicle to determine the best Way to proceed to 
completely align the vehicle. Such a report could be reas 
suring to the customer. Moreover, occasionally all the values 
are completely Within speci?cations and an initial report 
Would immediately reveal that fact to the technician. Once 
the initial alignment status of the vehicle is knoWn, it Would 
be advantageous to perform the alignment procedures in the 
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2 
order Which requires the minimum number of steps. 
Although an experienced technician can often minimiZe the 
number of operations required, it Would be advantageous to 
eliminate the guessWork and uncertainty from this determi 
nation. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Among the various objects and features of the present 
invention is the provision of a vehicle alignment and inspec 
tion system Which guides the technician/operator through 
the inspection and alignment process. 
A second object is the provision of such a system Which 

integrates information such as guidelines, parts information, 
and tool information With the inspection and alignment 
process automatically. 
A third object is the provision of such a system Which 

reduces the amount of knoWledge required of the technician/ 
operator. 
A fourth object is the provision of such a system Which 

reduces technician/operator uncertainty. 
A ?fth object is the provision of such a system Which 

provides a report of the initial alignment status of the vehicle 
to facilitate the job of the technician/operator and satisfy the 
customer. 

A sixth object is the provision of such a system Which 
minimiZes the number of operations required to completely 
align a vehicle, based upon the initial alignment status of the 
vehicle. 
A seventh object is the provision of such a system Which 

provides direct access to additional information for the 
technician during the inspection and/or alignment process. 
An eighth object is the provision of such a system Which 

facilitates the assessment of the conditions of various parts 
during an inspection procedure. 
A ninth object is the provision of such a system Which 

displays visual representations (including full motion video 
representations) of the vehicle under inspection. 
A tenth object is the provision of such a system Which 

alloWs the technician/operator to obtain additional informa 
tion (including full motion video information) about par 
ticular tools and parts depicted therein by a simple point 
and-click procedure, Which information can include video 
information concerning hoW to inspect a selected part. 

Other objects and features Will be in part apparent and in 
part pointed out hereinafter. 

Brie?y in a ?rst embodiment of the present invention, a 
vehicle alignment system includes sensors for obtaining 
vehicle alignment data from a vehicle under test, a controller 
operatively connected to the sensors for determining mea 
sured vehicle alignment angles from the vehicle alignment 
data, and a display for visually displaying to an operator 
graphical representations of the measured vehicle alignment 
angles. The display is operatively connected to the controller 
so that the controller causes the display of graphical repre 
sentations of a plurality of different measured vehicle align 
ment angles at one time. An input device is operable by the 
operator to select the graphical representation of a desired 
one of the plurality of different measured vehicle alignment 
angles being displayed. A memory has stored therein, for 
each selectable vehicle alignment angle, a list of a plurality 
of different operations associated With that particular select 
able vehicle alignment angle. (As used herein, “list” means 
any representation of choices, Which may include a set of 
text items, a set of graphical items, etc.) The controller is 
operatively connected to the input device and to the memory 
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such that, upon selection of a selectable vehicle alignment 
angle by the operator, the controller retrieves the list of 
different operations associated With the selected vehicle 
alignment angle and causes the display of the list on the 
display. 

In a second aspect of the present invention, a vehicle 
alignment system includes sensors for obtaining vehicle 
alignment data from a vehicle under test, a controller opera 
tively connected to the sensors for determining measured 
vehicle alignment angles from the vehicle alignment data, 
and a display for visually displaying to an operator graphical 
representations of the measured vehicle alignment angles. 
The display is operatively connected to the controller so that 
the controller causes the display of at least some of the 
graphical representations. A manually operable input device 
is provided for requesting direct access to any of a plurality 
of alignment assisting operations associated With a measured 
vehicle alignment angle corresponding to a displayed 
graphical representation. The controller is responsive to a 
request for direct access to a particular operation to directly 
initiate said requested operation. 

In a third aspect of the present invention, a vehicle 
inspection system includes a storage device for storing a 
plurality of separate images and a display screen for visually 
displaying the images to an operator/technician. At least 
some of the separate images illustrate a plurality of vehicle 
parts. A manually operable input device is provided for 
signalling the selection of a desired portion of a displayed 
image. Acontroller is operatively connected to the manually 
operable input device and responsive to the locations of 
particular vehicle parts on the displayed image to visually 
identify on the display screen a vehicle part corresponding 
to the selected portion of the displayed image. 

In a fourth aspect of the present invention, a vehicle 
inspection system includes a storage device for storing a 
plurality of separate images and a display screen for visually 
displaying the images to a user/operator. At least some of the 
separate images illustrate a plurality of vehicle parts. A 
manually operable input device is included for signalling the 
selection of a desired portion of a displayed image and for 
inputting information concerning vehicle part conditions. A 
controller operatively connected to the manually operable 
input device is responsive to the locations of particular 
vehicle parts on the displayed image to associate the vehicle 
part condition information With a vehicle part corresponding 
to the selected portion of the displayed image. It is preferred 
that the storage device have stored therein full motion video 
representations illustrating the inspection process for a 
selected part. 

In a ?fth aspect of the present invention, a system for 
facilitating vehicle alignment includes a plurality of sensors 
for acquiring vehicle alignment measurements and a 
memory for storing vehicle alignment angle speci?cations 
and for identifying information concerning required tools 
and parts for adjusting alignment angles to speci?cations for 
a plurality of vehicle makes and models. An input device is 
operable by a operator to provide an input signal identifying 
the vehicle make and model being inspected. A controller 
operatively connected to the sensors determines vehicle 
alignment angles for the vehicle under test from the vehicle 
alignment measurements and compares the vehicle align 
ment angles With the stored speci?cations for the vehicle 
being inspected. A display device operatively connected to 
the controller is responsive to the controller for displaying to 
the operator a visual indication of all the tools required to 
adjust a predetermined alignment angle for the vehicle being 
inspected. 
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4 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a inspection and vehicle 
alignment system console of the present invention With a 
technician/operator; 

FIG. 2 is a block-diagram of the circuitry of the system of 
FIG. 1; and 

FIGS. 3—13 are eXamples of screens displayed by the 
system of FIG. 1 to the operator on the console of FIG. 1. 

Similar reference characters indicate similar parts 
throughout the several vieWs of the draWings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Turning to the draWings, and more particularly to FIGS. 
1 and 2, there is shoWn a vehicle alignment and inspection 
facilitating system 11 of the present invention. Alignment 
system 11 includes a console 13 suitably mounted on a stand 
15 for use by a technician/operator 17. Console 13 includes 
a set of manually operable input keys or sWitches 19(A—D), 
a manually operable point-and-click device 20 such as the 
light pen shoWn in FIG. 1 or a mouse (not shoWn), and a 
display 21. Display 21 is preferably a CRT computer moni 
tor type display. 

Input keys 19 and display 21 are connected to a micro 
computer 22 Which functions as an electronic controller to 
control the operation of system 11 and to guide technician 17 
through the process of inspecting and aligning the vehicle 
under test. Microcomputer 22 is also shoWn in FIG. 2 
connected to a digital memory 23 and to a printer 24. It 
should be understood that memory 23 could be internal to 
microcomputer 22, depending upon the particular micro 
computer used. In addition, other peripheral devices, such as 
a CD ROM drive and the like (not shoWn) could be 
connected to microcomputer 22 as desired or needed. Suit 
able alignment sensors 25 are operatively connected to 
microcomputer 22 for supplying alignment information to 
the microcomputer. The use of such sensors to measure 
alignment characteristics is Well knoWn. See, for example, 
US. Pat. Nos. Re 33,144 to Hunter et al., and 4,381,548 to 
Grossman et al., the disclosures of Which are incorporated 
herein by reference. 

It should be noted that the bottom of display 21 contains 
four variable function blocks 29A—D (the display of Which 
is controlled by microcomputer 22). Function blocks 29A—D 
are disposed directly over corresponding sWitches 19A—D 
and display to the operator the function of those sWitches at 
that particular time in the program Which controls the 
operation of microcomputer 22. These sWitches or “soft 
keys” form one manually operable means for signalling 
requests to the microcomputer. The light pen, as is explained 
beloW, serves as a second such manually operable means. 
Either device can be used, in an otherWise conventional 
manner, to identify to system 11 the make and model of the 
particular vehicle under test. System 11 has stored in 
memory 23 the alignment speci?cations for a vast number of 
makes and models of vehicles (cars and light trucks). 
Microcomputer or controller 22 may then, after the particu 
lar make and model of the vehicle is identi?ed, compare the 
measured alignment angles (determined from the measure 
ments of sensors 25) to the speci?cations for those angles 
stored in memory 23 for that particular vehicle. 
The system of the present invention is responsive to 

information that it receives from the technician/user 17, the 
sensors 25, and the customer and speci?cations databases. 
As mentioned above, database information is prestored in 
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memory 23 for various makes and models of vehicles. 
Memory 23 preferably also includes additional context 
sensitive information, as described beloW. 

Vehicle alignment and inspection system 11 operates in a 
plurality of modes. One mode is the inspection mode and a 
second is the alignment mode. The system may also operate 
in a diagnostic mode, if desired. It is preferred that system 
11 assist the technician 17 in performing inspections and 
alignments by providing context sensitive features. In 
general, system 11 performs operations and provides choices 
to the technician based on the vehicle selected, the condition 
of the vehicle and hoW the technician interacts With the 
softWare. A number of these context sensitive features are 
described beloW. 

System 11 uses context sensitive menus to automatically 
provide lists of operations that correspond to alignment 
angles. (Such “lists”, as that term is used herein, supply 
choices in textual or graphical form to the operator.) The use 
of such lists is illustrated in FIG. 3 Which shoWs a typical bar 
graph display 35 (in this case a right rear toe bar graph 
display) on display screen 21. Using pointing device 20 
technician 17 may click on bar graph 35, Which signals a 
menu request to controller 22. In response, microcomputer 
22 cause a textual menu 37 to appear (of course, non-textual 
menus may be used as Well). Each menu 37 is divided into 
three sections. The ?rst section contains the operations that 
apply to the alignment angle shoWn by the selected bar 
graph. For example, in FIG. 3 this ?rst section (labeled 39) 
includes a “Zoom In” operation (for enlarging the area of 
interest in the bar graph), an “Illustrate Adjustments” opera 
tion (for assisting the technician in hoW to make the 
adjustment), an “Adjust With Shims” operation, and a “Set 
Units and Formats” operation. Each operation appears in 
?rst section of the menu only if it is relevant for the selected 
angle. The second section contains operations that apply to 
all bar graphs. The third section lists the available bar graph 
groups. The technician may select any operation (from any 
of the three sections) from the menu With the light-pen 20. 

A set of possible operations and their meanings for the 
?rst section 39 of the menu appears beloW. As mentioned 
above, only those operations from this list Which are relevant 
to the selected angle are displayed. 

Zoom In 
Zoom Out 
Adjustment Illustration 

Zoom in on the selected bar graph 
Zoom out to the previous bar group 
ShoWs an adjustment illustration for 
the selected angle 
ShoWs video adjustments for the angle 
Appears only on relevant angles for 
vehicles that use eccentric cams 

Appears only on relevant angles for 
vehicle With dual slots 
Appears only on relevant angles for 
vehicles that use shims to adjust the 
selected angle 
Appears only for the caster bar graph 
Appears only for the SAI/IA bar graph 
Sets display format for selected angle type 
ShoWs information regarding tools and 
parts for adjusting the selected angle 
ShoWs the alignment analyzer screen, 
highlighting the selected angle 

Video Adjustments 
Adjust With Eccentric Cams 

Adjust With Dual Slots 

Adjust With Shims 

Measure Caster 
Measure SAI/IA 
Set Units and Formats 
Adjustment Tools and parts 

Alignment Analyzer 

The folloWing operations appear in the second section of 
the menu (labeled 41 in FIG. 3). 
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Set Up Bar Graph Groups Select from the possible bar graph groups 
Show Specs Show the speci?cations on all of the 

bar graphs 
Hide Specs Remove the speci?cations from all of the 

bar graphs 

The third section of the menu, labeled 43, lists bar graph 
groups. The current bar graph group is noted With a check 
mark. The technician use the Set Up Bar Graph Groups 
operation to select the groups that appear in the menu. There 
are 31 bar graph groups available for the front axle and 13 
for the rear axle. Note that in FIG. 4, Which illustrates the 
menu 37 for the right front SAI bar graph, the third section 
of the menu contains different bar graph groups than are 
shoWn in FIG. 3. As described herein, the particular bar 
graph groups are selectable by the technician/operator and 
the microcomputer 22 in response displays the selected 
group of bar graphs together at one time on display device 
21. 

Menus 37, being context sensitive, are superior to the 
prior art in that they provide direct access to operations and 
information concerning a selected angle. The prior art 
required instead that the technician search through the 
various screens of the system to ?nd a desired operation or 
information. 

Light pen 20 may also be used to access another context 
sensitive feature of system 11. Memory 23 preferably has 
pictures (photographs or diagrammatic images such as line 
art) stored therein Which may be accessed by the technician 
for purposes of inspecting the vehicle under test. This is 
illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6. By pointing and clicking at 
automotive parts on pictures (such as the picture labeled 51) 
With a light-pen or a mouse, technician 17 signals the 
selection of that part to controller 22. When the technician 
points at a part and clicks With the light-pen 20, the 
controller recogniZes Which part is selected and causes the 
display on display device 21 of an arroW from a text label 
(such as the text labels “Spring”, “Bumper”, etc. shoWn in 
FIGS. 5 and 6) to the corresponding selected part on the 
picture 51. The technician at that point in the process can 
then use light-pen 20 to identify the status of the part of the 
microcomputer by clicking the corresponding box (“Require 
Replacement”, “Recommend Replacement” or “OK”) adja 
cent the part name. System 11 is designed so that the 
technician is able to page through several pictures for the 
vehicle and click on parts in any order. The technician can 
also scroll through the parts one by one and the system Will 
automatically bring the appropriate picture into vieW and 
Will draW an arroW identifying the part. 

The technician is also able to use a drop doWn menu (as 
illustrated by menu 61 in FIG. 6) to quickly identify the 
status of a part. This menu alloWs technician 17 to quickly 
jump to context sensitive MAP (Motorist Assurance 
Program) guidelines for the part or enter a unique note for 
a part. The technician is also able to use this menu to obtain 
access to the inspection parts database, discussed beloW. The 
inspection information entered by the technician is recorded 
by microcomputer 22 in memory so that, upon request by the 
technician, a report may be generated (on printer 24, for 
example) that preferably includes the status of each part, 
notes entered for each part by the technician, and MAP 
guidelines for each part. 
The inspection portion of system 11 preferably includes a 

large number of digital photographs to provide illustrations 
of parts, although the precise form of the illustrations does 
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not form part of the present invention. The system may use 
diagrammatic illustration of parts such as internal brake 
parts that are not Well illustrated by the digital photographs. 
Memory 23 includes information concerning the location of 
parts on the various illustrations so that microcomputer 22 
can identify the particular part being selected by the tech 
nician. The memory (preferably organiZed in the form of a 
database) also includes the name of each part, MAP guide 
line linkage information as Well as information that Will 
support access to the inspection parts database, discussed 
beloW. 

It is preferred that system 11 have stored in memory 23 a 
database having detailed information about the inspected 
parts. Such a database is commercially available from Coop 
erative Computing, Inc. of Austin, TeX. The information in 
this database is accessible using the light pen in the same 
manner as described above. The inspection parts database 
itself preferably includes complete information about parts 
from a large number of suppliers, including part names, part 
descriptions, part suppliers, and information about What 
parts are on particular vehicles. 

The inspection parts database is accessible through menu 
61 on the inspection screen. Speci?cally, the parts database 
is one possible selection on the drop-doWn menu 61. This 
enables the technician to vieW detailed information about 
speci?c selected parts. In addition, the inspection parts 
database can be used by microcomputer 22 (upon request by 
the technician/user) to generate a customiZed inspection list 
that includes only the parts that are relevant to the vehicle 
being inspected. In order to produce a customiZed inspection 
list, it may be necessary for the microcomputer to acquire 
additional vehicle identifying information from the techni 
cian in order to fully identify the vehicle to the inspection 
parts database. 

From menu 61, technician 17 can also access MAP 
(Motorist Assurance Program) guidelines that provide con 
teXt sensitive assistance With the inspection and repair of 
parts. Although the MAP guidelines have been available for 
some time, it is not believed that they have been available as 
an integral part of a vehicle inspection and alignment 
system. More importantly, the MAP guidelines in system 11 
are conteXt sensitive and, therefore, easier and more likely to 
be used by the technician. 

To use MAP guidelines the technician ?rst highlights an 
automotive part on the inspection screen and then either 
presses a MAP Guidelines soft key 19 or pulls doWn a menu 
61 and clicks on the MAP Guidelines item. This initiates a 
guideline request signal. The technician is then presented 
With a screen, such as screen 71 shoWn in FIG. 7, that lists 
several possible conditions for that part. When the techni 
cian selects one of the conditions, a screen (such as screen 
73 shoWn in FIG. 8) is presented that provides a recom 
mended procedure and, possibly, notes about hoW to inspect 
and repair the part. Note that screens 71 and 73 are conteXt 
sensitive. The appropriate screen is displayed corresponding 
to the vehicle part selected by the technician. The technician 
is free to broWse through all of the MAP guidelines using the 
table of contents, hypertext links and keyWords searches, as 
indicated by the bar 75 at the top of screens 71 and 73. 

System 11 has the ability to assist alignment technician 17 
by providing a complete description of What is out of 
alignment on a vehicle and What the technician must do to 
bring the vehicle into alignment. After the sensors 25 have 
been mounted and compensated, the technician presses a 
softkey labeled “Save Before Measurements”, Which causes 
microcomputer 22 to save the current measurements as 
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8 
“before” measurements. When requested by the technician 
(using the softkeys), microcomputer 22 produces a report 81 
that describes the condition of the vehicle. Report 81 states 
Which angles are Within speci?cations, Which angles are not, 
and What actions the technician should do to completely 
align the vehicle. This report can be vieWed on the screen 21 
and can be printed on printer 24 and shoWn to a customer to 
explain the Work that needs to be done. 

Turning speci?cally to the version of report 81 shoWn in 
FIG. 9, the various toe angles and left front caster are shoWn 
as being Within speci?cations, but right front caster is shoWn 
as being out of tolerance. The bottom portion of the report 
accordingly instructs technician 17 that right front caster 
must be adjusted. In addition, system 11 has rules pro 
grammed therein Which alloW it to also instruct the techni 
cian that “Because caster Will be adjusted, front toe Will also 
have to be adjusted.” 

Another eXample of report 81 is shoWn in FIG. 10. In this 
eXample, the vehicle being aligned uses rear shims and a 
built-in cam, and the left rear toe and left rear camber are not 
Within speci?cations. The report generated by microcom 
puter 22 in these circumstances instructs the operator to 
adjust camber and toe With a shim, and to make the ?nal 
adjustment of toe With the built in cam. Although report 81 
is shoWn as a standalone report, it should be realiZed that it 
can also be displayed neXt to a graphical representation of 
the vehicle on display screen 21 and could be made available 
from the conteXt sensitive menus on the bar graphs shoWn in 
previous ?gures. 

System 11 uses the results shoWn on report 81 (upon 
request by technician 17) to customiZe the alignment pro 
cedure based upon the condition of the vehicle. If the 
operator so desires, microcomputer 22 changes the align 
ment procedure based on What is in and out of alignment on 
the vehicle. For eXample, if all measurements on the rear of 
the vehicle are Within spec, microcomputer 22 does not 
include the rear bar graph adjustment screen in the proce 
dure. If rear toe is out of speci?cation, the procedure Will 
include the rear bar graph adjustment screen. If rear toe and 
camber are out of speci?cation, and the vehicle uses shims, 
then the procedure illustrated by the system on display 21 
Will include the rear shim screen. 

This use of the measured alignment status of the actual 
vehicle under test results in microcomputer 22 guiding 
technician 17 through the minimal steps necessary to align 
the vehicle. EXtraneous information and unnecessary pro 
cedures steps are eliminated by the microcomputer/ 
controller so that the technician can perform alignments 
quickly Without making unnecessary adjustments. 

It is preferred that microcomputer 22 also include in 
report 81 a list of the tools and parts required to adjust the 
angles that are not Within speci?cation. Note that only those 
tools and parts required to adjust the out-of-spec angles are 
included. 
The display of the required tools and parts in connection 

With report 81 is only one Way in Which system 11 provides 
technician 17 easy access to information about the hand 
tools, special tools and adjustment kits available to assist 
With the adjustment of individual angles. The technician is 
able to access this information from the Illustrate Adjust 
ment screen on display 21 in the normal alignment 
procedure, and from the conteXt sensitive menus on the bar 
graph screens. This information is (like the other features 
discussed above) conteXt sensitive based on the currently 
selected vehicle and adjustment angle. 

For eXample, screen 91 (FIG. 11) Would be displayed by 
microcomputer 22 in the appropriate circumstances regard 
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ing the adjustment of rear camber. Screen 91, as can be seen, 
sets forth various adjustment parts and kits for making the 
necessary adjustment, the recommended common tools for 
the adjustment, and special tools required for the adjustment. 

FIG. 12 illustrates a screen 93 Which Would be displayed 
instead (in the appropriate circumstances) if the adjustment 
could be accomplished Without after market adjustment 
parts and special tools. 

Screens such as screens 91 and 93 alloW technician 17 to 
vieW the manufacturer, part number and part description for 
any adjustment parts or special tools. If the manufacturer 
supplies information regarding the time required to install a 
kit, that information is also displayed on the screen. System 
11 also includes illustrations such as that shoWn on screen 97 
(FIG. 13) for the various adjustment parts and tools, such as 
the Magna Cam kit illustration 98 shoWn on screen 97. Such 
screens also include any special instructions that are needed, 
such as the Written instructions shoWn at 99. 

FIG. 13 also illustrates an additional feature of system 11. 
The system controller provides quick access to full motion 
video to assist the technician With the use of adjustment parts 
and tools. The system memory preferably has stored therein 
full motion video sequences, as described beloW, in an 
appropriate format such as MPEG. It is preferred that, When 
a video is available in memory for the displayed part, the soft 
key 29A legend “Play Video” be displayed. In addition, 
microcomputer 22 preferably causes the display of a ?lm 
reel icon 101 on the display. The technician/user may select 
the full motion video by clicking on the icon With the light 
pen or by pressing the corresponding soft key, and the 
system Will immediately cause the selected video to be 
displayed on the display screen. The video Will instruct the 
operator in the proper use of the item. 

Although the full motion video feature is described in 
connection With the Magna Cam kit, it should be realiZed 
that it is preferably available With all special parts and kits 
such as full contact rear shims, Wedges, and undersiZed bolts 
for camber adjustment. The feature is also especially helpful 
for instructing the user in the use of special tools such as the 
different F-body turnbuckle tools used on certain vehicles. 
Microcomputer 22 is responsive to the particular vehicle 
being inspected and/or aligned to cause the display of only 
those full motion videos applicable to the particular vehicle 
involved. It should also be understood that the full motion 
video feature is particularly useful as Well in providing 
instruction in the use of tools in special OEM adjustment 
procedures such as drilling out the strut toWer to adjust 
camber and caster, adjusting front toe With a tie rod tool, 
using an eccentric at the base of a strut to adjust camber, 
shimming the upper control arm to adjust caster and camber, 
and using an eccentric on the rear lateral control arm to 
adjust toe. 

It is also preferred that full motion videos be stored in the 
memory Which guide the technician/user through certain 
inspection and/or alignment tasks. These videos may be 
accessed through the Help key on the screen. The micro 
computer provides access to these videos on a conteXt 
sensitive basis. For example, When the technician vieWs the 
compensation screen and requests help, the system makes 
available a full motion video relating to compensating the 
sensors. 

Although the screens shoWn herein illustrate the tools and 
parts used for a single alignment operation, it should be 
understood that upon request from the technician microcom 
puter 22 can also generate a screen or report setting forth a 
summary of all of the tools need to adjust all angles on the 
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vehicle Which require adjustment, based upon the initial 
alignment status of the vehicle. The technician can print this 
summary on printer 24 in order to obtain all the tools to do 
the entire job. This screen may also be used to access the ?ll 
motion videos stored in the memory relating to the tools, 
parts and kits that are relevant to the currently selected 
vehicle. 

While the technician is vieWing this screen, he can 
highlight items With the lightpen or the keyboard. When an 
item is highlighted, a static picture Will automatically appear 
at the bottom of the screen along With a brief description of 
the item. If there is a full motion video available for the item, 
then an “icon” 101 Will appear at the upper left hand comer 
of the image of the item. If the operator clicks on the icon 
for the selected item (or pressing the corresponding soft 
key), a corresponding full motion video Will immediately be 
played. With this feature, the technician/user has quick 
access to conteXt sensitive videos that assist the user With the 
adjustment of the vehicle. System 11 automatically selects 
the correct video based on the currently selected vehicle and 
the desired part or tool. 

In vieW of the above, it Will be seen that the various 
objects and features of the present invention are achieved 
and other advantageous results obtained. It Will be under 
stood that the various embodiments of the present invention 
described herein are illustrative only and are not to be taken 
in a limiting sense. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A vehicle alignment system comprising: 
sensors for obtaining vehicle alignment data from a 

vehicle under test; 
a controller operatively connected to the sensors for 

determining measured vehicle alignment angles from 
the vehicle alignment data; 

a display for visually displaying representations of the 
measured vehicle alignment angles to an operator, said 
display being operatively connected to the controller so 
that the controller causes the display of representations 
of a plurality of different measured vehicle alignment 
angles at one time; 

an input device operable by the operator to select the 
representation of a desired one of the plurality of 
different measured vehicle alignment angles being dis 
played; 

a memory having stored therein, for each selectable 
vehicle alignment angle, a set of choices of a plurality 
of different operations associated With that particular 
selectable vehicle alignment angle; 

said controller being operatively connected to the input 
device and to the memory such that upon selection of 
a selectable vehicle alignment angle by the operator, 
the controller retrieves the set of choices of different 
operations associated With the selected vehicle align 
ment angle and causes the display of said set of choices 
on the display. 

2. The vehicle alignment system as set forth in claim 1 
Wherein the controller is responsive to the identity of the 
particular vehicle under test to omit from display any 
operation not applicable to the particular vehicle under test. 

3. The vehicle alignment system as set forth in claim 1 
Wherein each of the different operations on a displayed set 
of choices is operator selectable, the controller being respon 
sive to selection of an operation to perform the selected 
operation. 

4. The vehicle alignment system as set forth in claim 1 
Wherein the memory further includes an additional set of a 
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plurality of different operations, the operations of said 
additional set being applicable to all selectable vehicle 
alignment angles, said controller being responsive to selec 
tion of any representation to cause the display of the 
additional set. 

5. The vehicle alignment system as set forth in claim 4 
Wherein each of the different operations on the additional set 
is operator selectable, the controller being responsive to 
selection of an operation from the additional set to perform 
the selected operation. 

6. The vehicle alignment system as set forth in claim 1 
Wherein the memory further includes another set of choices, 
said another set of choices identifying predetermined sets of 
graphical representations, said controller being responsive to 
selection of any representation to cause the display of said 
another set of choices. 

7. The vehicle alignment system as set forth in claim 6 
Wherein each of the sets of graphical representations on said 
another set of choices is operator selectable, the controller 
being responsive to selection of a set of graphical represen 
tations from said another set of choices to display said 
selected set of graphical representations. 

8. The vehicle alignment system as set forth in claim 6 
Wherein the items of said another set of choices may be 
modi?ed by the operator. 

9. A vehicle alignment system comprising: 
sensors for obtaining vehicle alignment data from a 

vehicle under test; 
a controller operatively connected to the sensors for 

determining measured vehicle alignment angles from 
the vehicle alignment data; 

a display for visually displaying to an operator represen 
tations of the measured vehicle alignment angles and 
for selectively displaying choices of alignment assist 
ing operations associated With a measured vehicle 
alignment angle, said display being operatively con 
nected to the controller so that the controller causes the 
display of at least some of the representations; 

a manually operable input device for requesting direct 
access to a displayed alignment assisting operation 
associated With a selected alignment angle 
representation, said controller being responsive to a 
request for direct access to a particular operation to 
directly initiate said requested operation. 

10. The vehicle alignment system as set forth in claim 9 
Wherein the controller causes the display of a set of choices 
of alignment assisting operations for selection by the 
operator, the controller being responsive to selection by the 
operator of an operation on the set of choices to directly 
initiate said selected operation. 

11. The vehicle alignment system as set forth in claim 10 
Wherein the selectable alignment assisting operations 
include displaying video associated With a measured vehicle 
alignment angle. 

12. The vehicle alignment system as set forth in claim 10 
Wherein the selectable alignment assisting operations 
include a selection concerning tools and parts, said control 
ler being responsive to selection of the tools and parts 
selection to provide further choices to the operator, one of 
said choices causing the display of video illustrating the use 
of a special tool or part. 

13. A vehicle inspection system comprising: 
a storage device for storing a plurality of separate images, 

at least some of the separate images illustrating a 
plurality of vehicle parts; 

a display screen for visually displaying said images to an 
operator; 
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12 
a manually operable input device for signalling the selec 

tion of a desired portion of a displayed image; 
a controller operatively connected to the manually oper 

able input device and responsive to the locations of 
particular vehicle parts on the displayed image to 
visually identify on the display screen a vehicle part 
corresponding to the selected portion of the displayed 
image; 

a memory having a set of inspection and repair guidelines 
stored therein, said controller being responsive to the 
selection of a particular vehicle part on a displayed 
image and a guideline request signal to cause the 
display of at least one inspection and repair guideline 
corresponding to the selected vehicle part, said guide 
line request signal being initiated by a operator of the 
inspection system; 

Wherein a video corresponding to a displayed guideline is 
selectable by the operator When said guideline is 
displayed, said controller being responsive to selection 
of said video to display said video corresponding to the 
guideline being displayed. 

14. The vehicle inspection system as set forth in claim 13 
Wherein the storage device includes a set of images for at 
least one vehicle, the manually operable input device being 
operable by the operator to request the display of desired 
images from the set of images for the vehicle under test and 
to identify the conditions of selected parts illustrated on said 
desired images, the controller being responsive to the manu 
ally operable input device to associate the conditions With 
the corresponding parts independently of the order in Which 
the operator enters vehicle part condition information. 

15. The vehicle inspection system as set forth in claim 13 
Wherein the manually operable input device includes means 
for scrolling through a list of vehicle parts in sequence, the 
controller being responsive to the selection of a particular 
vehicle part by the manually operable input device to 
retrieve an image from the storage device Which illustrates 
the selected vehicle part and to cause the display thereof on 
the display screen. 

16. The vehicle inspection system as set forth in claim 13 
Wherein the guideline request signal is one of a plurality of 
guideline request signals Which an operator selects from 
based upon the condition of the vehicle part being eXamined. 

17. The vehicle inspection system as set forth in claim 13 
Wherein the manually operable input device is operable to 
enter operator-created notes concerning the results of the 
inspection, said controller being responsive to the entry of a 
operator-created note and the selection of a particular 
vehicle part on a displayed image to associate the operator 
created note With the selected vehicle part. 

18. The vehicle inspection system as set forth in claim 13 
further including a memory having a vehicle parts database 
stored therein, said controller being responsive to selection 
of a particular vehicle part on a displayed image and a 
operator-initiated request for access to the vehicle parts 
database to display information from the vehicle parts 
database corresponding to the selected vehicle part. 

19. The vehicle inspection system as set forth in claim 13 
Wherein at least some of the plurality of separate images 
stored in the storage device are digital photographic images. 

20. The vehicle inspection system as set forth in claim 19 
Wherein at least some of the separate images are diagram 
matic images. 

21. The vehicle inspection system as set forth in claim 13 
Wherein the storage device has stored therein for each of a 
plurality of the separate images the locations of the plurality 
of vehicle parts on the image, and the names of the parts. 
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22. The vehicle inspection system as set forth in claim 21 
Wherein the storage device further has stored therein, for 
each of said separate images, guidelines for inspection and 
repair of said parts and supplier information With respect to 
said parts. 

23. The vehicle inspection system as set forth in claim 13 
Wherein the storage device further has stored therein, for 
each of a plurality of separate images of vehicle parts, 
information concerning said parts including part names, part 
descriptions, and part suppliers. 

24. The vehicle inspection system as set forth in claim 13 
Wherein the storage device further has stored therein, for 
each of a plurality of separate images of vehicle parts, 
information concerning the presence of said vehicle parts on 
particular makes and models of vehicles. 

25. The vehicle inspection system as set forth in claim 24 
Wherein, in response to identi?cation of the particular 
vehicle make and model under inspection, the controller 
retrieves from the storage device a list of parts to be 
inspected relevant to the particular vehicle under inspection. 

26. A vehicle inspection system comprising: 
a storage device for storing a plurality of separate images, 

at least some of the separate images illustrating a 
plurality of vehicle parts; 

a display screen for visually displaying said images to an 
operator; 

a manually operable input device for signalling the selec 
tion of a desired portion of a displayed image; 

a controller operatively connected to the manually oper 
able input device and responsive to the locations of 
particular vehicle parts on the displayed image to 
visually identify on the display screen a vehicle part 
corresponding to the selected portion of the displayed 
image; 

Wherein the storage device further has stored therein, for 
each of a plurality of separate images of vehicle parts, 
a video illustrating inspection of that part, Wherein the 
video clip corresponding to a selected part is selectable 
by the operator for display. 

27. A system for facilitating vehicle alignment compris 
ing: 

a plurality of sensors for acquiring vehicle alignment 
measurements; 

a memory for storing vehicle alignment angle speci?ca 
tions for a plurality of vehicle makes and models; 

an input device operable by a operator to provide an input 
signal identifying the vehicle make and model under 
test; 

a controller operatively connected to the sensors for 
determining vehicle alignment angles for the vehicle 
under test from the vehicle alignment measurements 
and for comparing the vehicle alignment angles With 
the stored speci?cations for said vehicle under test; 

a display device operatively connected to the controller 
and responsive thereto for displaying a visual indica 
tion of all the alignment angles for the vehicle under 
test Which fall outside the stored speci?cations, a visual 
indication of the status of all the adjustable alignment 
angles for the vehicle Which fall Within the stored 
speci?cations, and an indication of the procedures 
required to correct all the alignment angles falling 
outside the stored speci?cations; 

Wherein the controller controls the display device to 
display graphical representations of the measured 
alignment angle referenced to the corresponding speci 
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?cation for each of a plurality of alignment angles, said 
controller omitting the display of said graphical repre 
sentations for each alignment angle Which is Within 
speci?cations and Whose measurement is unaffected by 
changes in the alignment angles Which are initially out 
of speci?cation for the vehicle. 

28. The system for facilitating vehicle alignment as set 
forth in claim 27 Wherein the displayed procedures are 
relevant to adjustable alignment angles of the vehicle under 
test. 

29. The system for facilitating vehicle alignment as set 
forth in claim 27 Wherein the visual indications are dis 
played on the display device adjacent corresponding por 
tions of a graphical representation of the vehicle. 

30. The system for facilitating vehicle alignment as set 
forth in claim 27 Wherein the controller guides the operator 
through the minimal number of steps necessary to align all 
adjustable angles of the vehicle. 

31. A system for facilitating vehicle alignment compris 
mg: 

a plurality of sensors for acquiring vehicle alignment 
measurements; 

a memory for storing vehicle alignment angle speci?ca 
tions for a plurality of vehicle makes and models; 

an input device operable by a operator to provide an input 
signal identifying the vehicle make and model under 
test; 

a controller operatively connected to the sensors for 
determining vehicle alignment angles for the vehicle 
under test from the vehicle alignment measurements 
and for comparing the vehicle alignment angles With 
the stored speci?cations for said vehicle under test; 

a display device operatively connected to the controller 
and responsive thereto for displaying a visual indica 
tion of all the alignment angles for the vehicle under 
test Which fall outside the stored speci?cations, a visual 
indication of the status of all the adjustable alignment 
angles for the vehicle Which fall Within the stored 
speci?cations, and an indication of the procedures 
required to correct all the alignment angles falling 
outside the stored speci?cations; 

Wherein the memory has stored therein a list of tools 
necessary for each of a plurality of alignment 
procedures, said controller being responsive to the 
initial alignment status of the vehicle to cause the 
display of identifying information for only those tools 
required to perform the procedures needed to adjust the 
alignment angles that are not Within the corresponding 
speci?cations. 

32. The system for facilitating vehicle alignment as set 
forth in claim 31 further including a printer operatively 
connected to the controller for printing a list of the tools 
required to adjust only those angles Which initially are out of 
speci?cation for the vehicle under test. 

33. A system for facilitating vehicle alignment compris 
ing: 

a plurality of sensors for acquiring vehicle alignment 
measurements; 

a memory for storing vehicle alignment angle speci?ca 
tions and identifying information concerning required 
tools and parts for adjusting alignment angles to speci 
?cations for a plurality of vehicle makes and models; 

an input device operable by a operator to provide an input 
signal identifying the vehicle make and model under 
test; 

a controller operatively connected to the sensors for 
determining vehicle alignment angles for the vehicle 
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under test from the vehicle alignment measurements 
and for comparing the vehicle alignment angles With 
the stored speci?cations for said vehicle under test; 

a display device operatively connected to the controller 
and responsive thereto for displaying to the operator a 
visual indication of the tools and parts required to 
adjust a predetermined alignment angle for the vehicle 
under test. 

34. The system for facilitating vehicle alignment as set 
forth in claim 33 Wherein the predetermined alignment angle 
is an alignment angle selected by the operator, the controller 
being responsive to a corresponding selection signal from 
the operator to cause the display of a visual indication of all 
the tools required to adjust the alignment angle selected by 
the operator. 

35. The system for facilitating vehicle alignment as set 
forth in claim 33 Wherein the predetermined alignment angle 
is an alignment angle Which the comparison indicated Was 
out of speci?cation. 

36. The system for facilitating vehicle alignment as set 
forth in claim 33 Wherein the controller further causes the 
display of a visual indication of the parts required to adjust 
the predetermined alignment angle to speci?cations. 

37. The system for facilitating vehicle alignment as set 
forth in claim 33 Wherein the visual indication includes a 
graphical representation of said tools required to adjust the 
predetermined alignment angle. 

38. The system for facilitating vehicle alignment as set 
forth in claim 33 Wherein the controller controls the display 
device to display a visual indication all the tools and parts 
required to adjust all the alignment angles Which are deter 
mined by the controller to be out of speci?cation. 

39. The system for facilitating vehicle alignment as set 
forth in claim 33 Wherein the memory has stored therein a 
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plurality of selectable videos corresponding to at least some 
of the tools and parts Whose identi?ng information is stored 
in the memory. 

40. The system for facilitating vehicle alignment as set 
forth in claim 39 Wherein at least one of the selectable video 
clips illustrate the use of a tool or part. 

41. A system for facilitating vehicle alignment compris 
ing: 

a plurality of sensors for acquiring vehicle alignment 
measurements; 

a memory for storing vehicle alignment angle speci?ca 
tions and a plurality of training video clips, each 
training video clip being associated With a correspond 
ing alignment operation; 

an input device operable by a operator to provide an input 
signal identifying the vehicle make and model under 
test; 

a controller operatively connected to the sensors for 
determining vehicle alignment angles for the vehicle 
under test from the vehicle alignment measurements 
and for comparing the vehicle alignment angles With 
the stored speci?cations for said vehicle under test; 

a display device operatively connected to the controller 
and responsive thereto for displaying to the operator, 
upon request, selected video training clips to assist in 
aligning the vehicle under test. 

42. The system for facilitating vehicle alignment as set 
forth in claim 41 Wherein the controller is responsive to a 
manually initiated request and the current operation to cause 
the display of a training video clip corresponding to the 
current operation. 


