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[57] ABSTRACT 

A modi?ed bitumen sheet material and method for a pro 
tective moisture barrier. particularly for masonry surfaces. 
The sheet material has a bitumen layer modi?ed by the 
addition of a minor amount of a long-chain polybutadiene 
isocyanate urethane polymer and optionally. a modifying 
amount of a hydrocarbon oil to provide a stable. non-?ow 
and selected taclci?ed surface properties to the bitumen 
layer. The sheet material includes a releasable casting paper 
?lm on one surface of the bitumen layer. to be removed prior 
to use. and a cross-linked polyethylene ?lm bonded to the 
other outer surface of the bitumen layer as a handling or 
moisture barrier sheet. The sheet material is prepared by 
casting the hot. melted bitumen as a layer onto a casting 
paper sheet and applying the outer ?lm to the exposed 
bitumen surface to bond to the top surface. 

20 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet 
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POLYURETHANE-MODIFIED BITUMEN 
SHEET MATERIAL AND METHOD FOR 
PROTECTIVE MOISTURE BARRIER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Asphalt is a solid or viscous. typically semisolid. mixture 
of hydrocarbons which are amorphous. and the predominant 
constituents of asphalt are bitumens derived from re?nery 
petroleum Asphalts and/or bitumens are typically employed 
for paving. road coatings. roo?ngs. sealing and also for 
carpet backing. such as a bitumen-backed carpet tile. 

Asphalt or bitumen has been employed as a backing layer 
for carpet material. Such bitumen employed as a backing 
layer has been modi?ed by the addition of various polymers. 
for example. styrene-butadiene-styrene block copolymers as 
described in US. Pat. No. 4.201.812 as well as mixtures of 
high and low density polyethylene polymers. and by ure 
thane polymers as described more particularly in U.S. Pat. 
No. 5.096.764. issued Mar. 17. 1992. hereby incorporated by 
reference. Bitumen used as a backing layer for a carpet 
material has been modi?ed by employing therein a urethane 
reaction product composed of a hydroxyl-terminated. long 
chain diene hydrocarbon and a polyisocyanate to provide a 
carpet material which is heat stable during a wet steam 
process printing operation. The liquid hydroxyi-terminated 
homopolymers of butadiene employed as the modifying 
polymers in the bitumen carpet backing layer are commer 
cially sold as Poly-BD® liquid resins (a trademark of 
ELF-Atochem SA of Hauts-de-Seine. France). and their use 
with various polymers and components are described in an 
advertising brochure “Poly bd® resins In Urethane 
Elastomers”. also hereby incorporated by reference. 

Asphalt or bitumen has a primary use as a moisture barrier 
for masonry. such as poured concrete. in the construction of 
commercial and residential buildings wherein a bitumen 
coating is typically applied to the exterior wall after the 
concrete foundation has been poured to prevent the penetra 
tion of moisture. The use of bitumen coatings as a moisture 
protective barrier by itself is difficult. since bitumen tends to 
be too ?uid. therefore usually requiring a backing and also 

i. a ?ller. such as a modi?ed polymer. like the styrene 
butadiene-styrene. in order to sti?en the bitumen as a 
moisture barrier. However. bitumen even with a filler and a 
styrene-butadiene-styrene copolymer is not satisfactory at 
normal operating ranges. since at the high temperature end 
of the application of the bitumen as a moisture barrier. say 
for example 80° F. to 110° F.. the bitumen is too ?uid. while 
at low temperatures. the bitumen exhibits diminished sur 
face tackiness. for example. in the 10° F. to 30° F. range. so 
that the bitumen does not stick to the masonry it is designed 
to protect. 

Therefore. it is desirable to provide for a new. improved. 
modi?ed bitumen composition sheet material and method as 
a moisture barrier in which the modi?ed bitumen sheet 
material may be employed over a range of temperatures with 
satisfactory characteristics. such as preventing the passage 
of moisture. tackiness and ?exibility. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention concerns a modi?ed bitumen sheet material 
and method as a moisture barrier. In particular. the invention 
is directed to a polybutadiene urethane-polymer-modi?ed. 
bitumen-containing sheet material and method as a moisture 
barrier for concrete structures. 
The invention is directed to a modi?ed bitumen sheet_ 

material. adapted particularly for use as a moisture barrier 
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2 
for masonry. such as poured concrete. and which sheet 
material comprises a modi?ed bitumen layer. which bitumen 
layer comprises bitumen (or asphalt used interchangeably 
with bitumen). optionally a ?ller material. such as an inert. 
low cost. particulate ?ller. optionally a tacki?er agent and a 
minor modifying amount of a urethane polymer. the ure 
thane polymer prepared by the reaction of a polyisocyanate. 
such as an aromatic diisocyanate. with a long-chain poly 
diene hydrocarbon. such as a polybutadiene. having 
isocyanate-reactive terminal groups. particularly hydroxyl 
terminal groups. which react with the polyisocyanate. The 
urethane-modi?ed bitumen layer is selected in composition 
to impart stable. non-?ow properties to the bitumen layer 
and also a selected degree of surface tackiness to the 
bitumen layer over a selected general use temperature range 
in which the bitumen layer is employed as a moisture barrier. 
The sheet material includes a thin. polymer ?lm. _ 

particularly. for example. a thin ?lm of non-heat-shrinkable 
?lm. such as an oriented ole?nic resin. like a polyethylene 
or a polyester. for example. from about 0.5 to 5 mils in 
thickness on one surface of the bitumen layer. and also 
includes a thin. releasable ?lm on the other surface of the 
bitumen layer. such as a paper casting sheet having a surface 
treatment. like a silicone coating. which provides for the 
releasable ?lm sheet to be easily removed prior to use of the 
sheet material to expose the tacki?ed surface of the bitumen 
layer for application to a wall surface of the masonry to be 
protected. 

Optionally. but preferably. the bitumen composition 
should contain a modifying amount of a tacki?er agent 
which is compatible with the urethane-modi?ed bitumen 
composition and which permits the adjustment of the degree 
of tackiness to the urethane-bitumen composition. Suitable 
tacki?er agents would include waxes. resins and oils. In 
particular. petroleum or petroleum-derived mineral oil. such 
as aliphatic. aromatic or mixed base hydrocarbon oil has 
been discovered to be a satisfactory tacki?er agent with the 
urethane-bitumen composition. generally in the range of 0% 
to 30%. eg 10% to 25%. by weight of the urethane-bitumen 
composition. Generally. the tacki?er agent is added to the 
bitumen and ?ller where a multiple vessel preparation 
system is used. 
The composition of the bitumen layer may vary as desired 

as to the type and nature of the bitumen. of the fillers. and 
of the modifying urethane polymer employed in order to 
provide the desirable balance of properties of both being 
?exible and stable and having a tacky surface depending 
upon the particular usage and climate on application to 
which the bitumen sheet material is employed. Thus. the 
modi?ed bitumen sheet material may be formulated for 
example for use at various particular temperature ranges or 
may be formulated for use as a general residential and 
commercial building moisture barrier sheet material. The 
sheet material is provided in roll form for application of the 
exposed tacky surface of the bitumen layer to the exposed 
exterior. or even interior. surface of a surface. such as a 
poured concrete wall. to provide for an effective barrier 
layer. It is desirable to provide for a modi?ed bitumen sheet 
material which exhibits desirable properties. that is. surface 
tackiness on the exposed bitumen layer surface after 
removal of the releasable ?lm. as well as ?exibility and 
stability over a range of about 10° F. to 125° F.. and more 
typically. 25° F. to 100° E. which would cover most mod 
erate climatic operations. The desired ?exibility should be 
such as to permit the sheet material to be manufactured. 
employed and transported to the site typically in roll form. 
so that it may be easily unrolled. cut to desired lengths for 
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application and then applied to a surface. typically a vertical 
concrete wall surface. for example. about the exterior sur 
face of a poured foundation. The bitumen exposed surface 
layer should be sul?ciently tacky when the releasable ?lm is 
removed to permit the exposed bitumen layer surface to 
adhere to the masonry wall surface. at least for a suflicient 
time to permit the back ?lling of earth against the foundation 
wall or for the application of other wall surfaces or other 
coating or treatment applications. where desired. to the 
moisture barrier sheet. 
The bitumen or asphalt employed as the primary constitu 

ent may represent straight run. cut back asphalt low asphalt 
ene bitumen. propane de-activated bitumen. or blown 
asphalt and may vary in penetration properties. but typically 
ranging from about 10 to 100. more typically 30 to 80. in 
penetration value. The ?ller material employed may vary 
and generally is an inert-type ?ller material. either ?brous or 
particulate. and more particularly. comprises calcium 
carbonate. talc. clay. diatomaoeous earth or other low cost 
type ?ller material which is easily dispersed into the bitumen 
in order to stiffen the bitumen and to lower the cost of the 
resulting bitumen layer. However. calcium carbonate is the 
preferred particulate material to be employed in ?ne particle 
size of less than about an average size of 100p. and typically 
less than 20p. in a range of at least 6% by weight of the 
bitumen layer. and generally ranging from about 0 to 40 
weight percent. but more typically from 5 to 25 weight 
percent of the bitumen composition. 
The urethane polymer is a reaction product generally 

reacted in situ in the melted bitumen by the addition of 
polyisocyanate and the addition of the long-chain diene 
polymer. typically in the presence of a urethane catalyst 
curing system. The bitumen and the components are mixed 
to provide for an in situ reaction urethane polymer. wherein 
the components of the urethane polymer are dispersed 
within the hot bitumen forming an interpenetrating polymer 
network (IPN) prior to the formation. i.e. casting or pouring. 
of the hot-melt bitumen composition onto a releasable ?lm. 
usually supported on a movable belt. to form the sheet 
material. The long-chain diene hydrocarbon polymer 
employed has terminal groups. more particularly. hydroxyl 
terminal groups. or amine-type terminal groups or any other 
isocyanate reaction-type groups which would permit the 
long-chain diene. i.e. C4-C6. hydrocarbon polymer to pro 
vide for a desirable reaction with the isocyanate groups. One 
particular long-chain diene polymer employed comprises a 
homopolymer of polybutadiene. commercially known as 
Poly-BD® resin. having a hydroxyl functionality ranging 
from about 2.2 to about 2.6. which is particularly reactive 
with aromatic diisocyanates. and which polymer has prima 
rily terminal hydroxyl groups of the allylic type. While the 
bitumen composed of a reasonably high molecular weight 
carbon chain typically has limited compatibility with the 
isocyanate. polybutadiene or low weight polybutadiene 
urethane polymer. the components are easily admixed. The 
use of a long-chain diene hydrocarbon with terminal isocy 
anate reactive groups exhibits the most compatibility with 
the non-polar bitumen. The polyurethane polymer provides 
for the formation of a cross-linked. interpenetrating urethane 
polymer network through the normally thermoplastic bitu 
men to provide a urethane-modi?ed'bitnmen which will no 
longer ?ow. i.e. is stable but will retain tacky properties. The 
isocyanate is chemically bonded to the bitumen by the 
isocyanate-reactive groups. like amine groups. on the bitu 
men. 

While in one preferred embodiment. the isocyanate and 
the long-chain hydrocarbon are reacted in situ with the hot 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

55 

4 
bitumen and then ?ller material added and dispersed therein. 
it is also recognized that the urethane polymer can be 
separately reacted. for example. as a prepolyrner. and then 
dispersed by mixing or a dispersion mill into the bitumen. 
The reaction may be carried out employing varying amounts 
of the isocyanate and the long-chain polydiene hydrocarbon. 
but typically the reaction is carried out using a stoichiomet 
ric amount or with a slight excess of the polyisocyanate. i.e. 
in an equivalency ratio of about 1.0 to 1.1. It is recognized 
that the reactive long-chain poly C4—C8 hydrocarbon. i.e. 
polybutadiene. may be used in less than stoichiometric 
amounts and also used in combination and with mixtures of 
other polyols. amines or amine polyol compounds reactive 
with isocyanates or isocyanate prepolymers containing poly 
ols prepared with these compounds for admixture with the 
bitumen. such compounds and prepolymers known and used 
in the urethane ?eld to produce urethane polymers. The 
urethane polymers so produced provide desired modi?ed 
polyol or amine polyol-hydroxy polybutadiene-isocyanate 
reaction products as a modifying agent for the bitumen. 
Suitable polyols would include. but not be limited to: 
C2-C1o polyols. like butane diols. hexane diols. 
trimethylolpropane. propylene glycol. or polyethylene poly 
ols prepared using C2-C4 oxide. like ethylene and propylene 
oxides and halogenated oxides. 
As set forth. the nature and amount of the various ingre 

dients in the bitumen layer may be varied as desired for 
desired properties within the sheet material. for example and 
not in limitation thereof. a bitumen composition may com 
prise about 100 parts bitumen (straight run or oxidized) with 
10 to 70 parts of a particulate ?ller. like calcium carbonate. 
and the urethane polymer in an amount of about 2% to 25% 
by weight of the composition. more typically ranging from 
about 6% to 18% with the polymer prepared with a hydroxy 
terminated polybutadiene and reacted with a minor amount 
of an MDI in the presence of a catalyst system. The reaction 
usually is carried out in the presence of a urethane curing 
system which may include. for example. an organo-metal 
compound alone or in combination with other catalysts with 
various amines as accelerators. such as for example. but not 
limited to a dialkyl metal. e.g. tin. di-fatty acid. and more 
particularly. a di-butyl tin dilaurate catalyst. The compo 
nents are brought together in a heater-mixer with the bitu 
men and heated to about 180° F. or higher. such 200° F. to 
300° F.. to provide the urethane polymer bitumen compo 
sition. 
The releasable sheet material comprises strippable or 

releasable casting paper or other type film which does not 
adhere to the surface of the bitumen layer. typically. a thin 
casting paper having a silicone coating thereon of about 1 to 
5 mils in thickness and typically. 2 to 4 mils. and upon which 
the hot melt. modi?ed. urethane polymer bitumen compo 
sition is cast and formed into a bitumen layer by a casting 
knife or roller operation. and then permitted to cool on the 
releasable paper. The releasable paper is easily stripped otf 
in use. usually just prior to use as a moisture barrier layer. 
to expose the tacky surface of the bitumen layer for pressing 
against a concrete wall or other surface. 
The thin. outer ?lm or other ?lm employed may vary in 

composition and thiclmess and a wide variety of polymer 
layers used. either in single or double layers or as polymer 
metal foil layers. The outer ?lm may be used as a moisture 
barrier ?lm; however. this outer ?lm need not be a moisture 
barrier-type ?lm. but is employed primarily to allow han 
dling of the moisture-barrier. tacky bitumen layer. However. 
in particular. it is desirable to use an ole?nic-type resin. 
typically ranging from 1 to 10 mils in thickness. for 
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example. 1 to 5 mils. and generally of a polyethylene. thin 
?lm material. which is su?iciently stable at the melting point 
or the bitumen application temperature of the urethane 
modi?ed bitumen layer. so that it will not shrink or change 
characteristics. Thus. for example. particularly preferred are 
cross-linked-type ole?nic resins and more particularly. a 
cross-linked. low density polyethylene ?lm which will not 
shrink at the casting temperatures of a hot bitumen layer 
formation and which adheres to the bitumen layer. 
The sheet material may be prepared by charging a heated 

mixing vessel with the bitumen. ?ller. curing system. long 
chain polymer. polyisocyanate and other additives as 
desired. which may include stabilizers. surfactants. 
dispersants. pigments. dyes. tacki?ers. other polymers and 
resins. waxes and the like. and the admixture heated and 
mixed to provide for the in situ reaction of the polyisocy 
anate and the hydrocarbon to provide for a urethane 
modi?ed bitumen. All the components need not be charged 
into a single heater-mixer; rather. in a preferred 
embodiment. one vessel will contain the hydroxy-terminated 
polybutadiene and the selected curing agents and other 
additives. the bitumen and ?ller heated and premixed in a 
second vessel and the polyisocyanate in a third vessel. The 
mixed components of the ?rst and second vessel and the 
isocyanate in the third vessel may then be mixed in an 
injection nozzle at the point of dispensing and pouring the 
mixed components onto the releasable ?lm supported on a 
conveyor belt. Where a single heater-mixer vessel is used. 
the ?ller would be dispersed into the hot. melted bitumen 
prior to the addition of the curing system. the reactive. 
long-chain polydiene hydrocarbon and the polyisocyanate. 
then all components mixed and then dispersed to form a 
urethane-modi?ed bitumen layer. 
The hot bitumen composition is injected or cast onto a 

releasable ?lm to form a bitumen layer. such as with the 
employment of a casting knife. to form a layer of moisture 
barrier bitumen on the releasable ?lm which may vary in 
thickness. but for example may range from about 30 to 150 
mils. and more typically 40 to 100 mils in thickness. After 
the applying of the bitumen layer. the thin moisture barrier 
layer is gently pressed or laid on the top surface of the hot 
melt bitumen layer. the bitumen then permitted to cool or 
cooled by the use of water-cooled plates usually beneath the 
belt. and then the resulting ?exible sheet material rolled up 
in roll form for subsequent packaging and use in the ?eld. 

In use. the rolled up bitumen sheet material is transported 
to a construction or use site. and the sheet material cut to the 
desired lengths. The releasable casting ?lm material is 
removed to expose the tacki?ed surface. and the tacky 
surface then placed. i.e. pressed. against the masonry or 
other surface it is designed to protect. and held in place by 
the tacky nature of the exposed surface of the bitumen layer. 
The sheet material may be employed as adjacent sheet 
materials or the adjacent sheet materials may be overlapped 
as desired. and may further be spray coated by other 
polymers or used with other sheet material laid thereover or 
back ?lled of earth in whole or part as desired. The sheet 
material provides an effective. ?exible. tacki?ed. stabilized 
moisture barrier and method which may be employed not 
only on masonry surfaces. but also in a wide variety of 
applications wherein desirable protective barrier properties 
are required across a desired temperature range. 
The invention will be described for the purposes of 

illustration only in connection with certain. speci?c illus 
trated embodiments; however. it is recognized that those 
persons skilled in the art may make various modi?cations. 
changes. additions and improvements to the illustrated 
embodiments. without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention. 
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6 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 represents an enlarged. cross-sectional view of the 
sheet material of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic. illustrative process for producing 
the sheet material of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is an illustrative. schematic drawing of the appli 
cation of the sheet material of FIG. 1 to a masonry surface. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 shows a moisture barrier sheet material 10 having 
a urethane-modi?ed bitumen layer 14 of 40 to 80 mils. a 
releasable. non-stick casting paper 16 of l to 2 mils and an 
outer handling ?lm composed of low density. cross-linked. 
heat stable to 160° F. polyethylene ?lm 12. 

FIG. 2 shows a process 20 for manufacturing the sheet 
material 10 employing heated mixing vessels 22. 30 and 32 
wherein the bitumen and ?ller calcium carbonate are heated 
in vessel 30 to about 180° F. to 270° F. The other vessels 32 
and 22 contain the other components. and all components 
are fed through lines 34. 36 and 38 to a mixing-injection 
nozzle 50 to admix and inject the polymer-bitumen compo 
sition onto the top surface of release paper 16. The urethane 
polymer is formed in situ in the nozzle 50. The hot. melted. 
injected bitumen composition is cast as layer of 40 to 80 mils 
in thickness by a knife 26 on the release surface of casting 
paper 16 supported on an endless stainless steel or non-stick 
?uorocarbon or other type conveyor belt 24. A low density 
polyethylene barrier ?lm 12 is then fed from a roll and 
pressed onto the hot. exposed surface of the bitumen cast 
layer to adhere to the cooled bitumen layer. The bitumen 
layer is cooled by water cooling plates 28 beneath the 
conveyor belt 24. and the resulting product placed in roll 
form. 

FIG. 3 shows a concrete wall protection system 40 with 
a poured. vertical. concrete foundation wall 42 with cast 
pieces of the sheet material 10 with casting paper 16 
removed and the exposed tacky surface adhering to the 
concrete surface with earth 44 placed against a portion of the 
previous attached. secured sheet material 12 and 14. 

EXAMPLE I 

The following bitumen-asphalt composition formula was 
prepared. The ?rst ?ve components are added to and mixed 
with asphalt at 250° F.. the temperature adjusted to 230° F. 
before adding the catalyst. 

Asphalt-bitmnen 350 grams (straight run 
hydrocarbon) 

Oil 54 
cttco3 70 
Poly BD ‘9 65.5 (hydroxy-terminated 

polybutadiene) 
(MDI) Isocyanate 8.2 
Catalyst 0.1 (dibntyl tin di-laurate) 

Total 547.8 grams 

The hot composition is poured directly onto release ?lm 
supported on a belt and cures adequately after leveling to roll 
on line. 

EXAMPLEH 

The example shows the e?’ect of cure time on the amount 
of catalyst present in the mixttn'e. 
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A B C D A B C D 

Asphalt 21.0 gr 21.0 21.0 21.0 Asphalt 73.8 gr 73.8 73.8 73.8 
Oil 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.2 5 Oil 11.4 11.4 11.4 11.4 
CaCtf)3 4.2 4.2 4.2 4.2 CaCO3 14.8 14.8 14.8 14.8 
Poly BD @ 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.9 Poly BD ® 30.0 15.0 6.0 3.0 
Isocyanate 0.49 0.49 0.49 0.49 Isocyanate 3.76 1.88 0.75 0.37 
Catalyst 0.003 0.006 0.012 0.024 Catalyst 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
Cure Tune 30 min 10 min 5 min 1 min 

The optimum cure time is about V1 to 10 minutes. depend 
ing upon the time required to cast the composition. form a 
coating layer on the release ?lm and apply a top cover of the 
barrier ?lm. The cure time may vary depending upon the 
amount of catalyst. as illustrated. and also may vary depend 
ing upon the type of catalyst or combination of catalysts 
used. 

EXAMPLE 111 

This example shows the effect on cold tack and ?uidity at 
100° F. by varying the amount of oil. Tack is determined 
empirically by ?nger test against the composition surface. 
while ?uidity is determined empirically by applying the 
composition to a vertical wall surface and observing down 
ward movement with time; however. other tests of tack and 
?uidity may be used. 

A B c n E 

Asphalt 73.8 gr 73.8 73.8 73.8 73.8 
011 11.4 15.0 20.0 15.0 30.0 
CnCO; 14.8 14.8 14.8 14.8 14.8 
Poly BD 0 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0 
Isocyanate 1.88 1.88 1.88 1.88 1.88 
Catalyst 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
Task (250 F.) Fair Fair Good Good Good 
Fluidity (100° F.) Good Good Good Fair Poor 

These results show that there is an optimum range of oil 
content with this composition to have a product with good 
tack at 25° F. and good structural integrity. or non-?uidity. 
at 100° F. The optimum oil amount range for this compo 

' sition is from about 5 to 25 grams by weight. or preferably 
15 to 25 grams or 12.8% to 21.1% by weight. 

EXAMPLE IV 

The following example shows the results of varying the 
mole ratio of polyol to isocyanate. 

A B C D 

Asphalt 73.8 gr 73.8 73.8 73.8 
Oil 11.4 11.4 11.4 11.4 
CaCO, 14.8 14.8 14.8 14.8 
Poly BD Q 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0 
Isocyamte 1.88 1.6 1.3 1.1 
Catalyst 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
Equiv Ratio 1.0 0.85 0.72 0.6 
(ISO/Poly-BD) 

As the level of isocyanate is decreased. the tack increases 
at 25° E. but 100° F. ?uidity suffers when the equivalent 
ratio drops below 0.85. The optimum range of Poly-BD® in 
this composition is about 25 to 10 or preferably 20 to 10 with 
isocyanate about 3.0 to 1.0 or preferably 2.5 to 1.25. 

EXAMPLE V 

This series shows the e?ect of varying the amount of 
methane in the composition. 
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Sample A built too much strength and reduced the tack. 
Samples C and D did not build enough strength to make a 
viable product. Sample B produced a tacky product with 
good cold tack and good 100° F. ?uidity. This composition 
employed a constant amount of oil. The composition can be 
used without any oil. but oil additive is preferred as a 
tacki?er to provide the proper balance between structural _ 
integrity (stiffness) given by the urethane polymer with 
some tackiness. and an increased level of tackiness with 
structural integrity over the desired temperature range. 
Therefore. the amount of Poly BD® can vary from about 3 
to 30 grams in this composition if the amount of oil is also 
adjusted; however. high amounts of urethane polymer are 
limited by cost factors. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A urethane-modi?ed bitumen sheet material adapted for 

use as a moisture barrier. which sheet material comprises: 
a) a bitumen layer which comprises bitumen and a minor 

modifying amount of a urethane polymer to impart 
stable. non-?ow properties and surface tacln'ness prop 
erties to the bitumen layer in use over a range of about 
10° F. to 125° E. the urethane polymer prepared by the 
reaction of a polyisocyanate with a long-chain polydi 
ene hydrocarbon with terminal groups which react with 
the polyisocyanate to form a urethane polymer; 

b) an outer polymer ?lm bonded to one surface of the 
bitumen layer; and 

c) a releasable ?lm bonded to the other surface of the 
bitumen layer. which releasable ?lm is subject to 
removal prior to use of the sheet material to expose a 
tacky surface of the bitumen layer for application of the 
tacky surface to the surface to be protected. 

2. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein the bitumen layer 
comprises from about 2% to 30% by weight of the urethane 
polymer. 

3. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein the polydiene 
hydrocarbon comprises a hydroxyl-terminated polybutadi 
ene homopolymer. 

4. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein the bitumen layer 
includes a ?ller material in an amount of from about 5% to 
40% by weight of the bitumen layer. 

5. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein polyisocyanate 
comprises a diphenylmethane-4.41-diisocyanate. 

6. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein the outer polymer 
?lm comprises an ole?nic polymer ?lm which is heat 
resistant at about temperatures above 160° F. 

7. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein the outer polymer 
?lm comprises a cross-linked. low density polyethylene 
?lm. 

8. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein the releasable 
?lm comprises a release paper having a release surface. 

9. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein the bitumen layer 
comprises a urethane polymer derived from a reaction of an 
aromatic diisocyanate in the presence of a curing agent and 
long-chain polydiene hydrocarbon having primary terminal 
hydroxyl groups. with a hydroxyl functionality ranging from 
about 2.2 to 2.6. 
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10. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein the bitumen 
layer ranges from about 20 to 150 mils in thickness. and the 
outer ?lm ranges in thickness from about 1 to 10 mils and 
the releasable ?lm ranges from about 1 to 10 mils in 
thickness. 

11. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein the bitumen 
layer exhibits surface tackiness and non-?ow stable proper 
ties over the range of about 25° F. to 100° F. 

12. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein the bitumen 
layer includes a tacki?er agent in an amount to impart 
additional surface tackiness to the bitumen layer. 

13. The sheet material of claim 12 wherein the tacki?er 
agent comprises a mineral hydrocarbon oil. 

14. The sheet material of claim 13 wherein the mineral 
hydrocarbon oil is present in an amount of about 5% to 25% 
by weight of the bitumen layer. 

15. In combination. a concrete structure having a wall 
surface which includes a tacky exposed surface of the sheet 
material of claim 1 secured to the wall surface of the 
concrete structure and with the releasable ?lm sheet 
removed from the sheet material. 

16. A modi?ed. urethane bitumen sheet material adapted 
for use as a moisture barrier for masonry. which sheet 
material comprises: 

a) a bitumen layer which comprises bitumen. a ?ller 
material. a mineral oil tacld?er agent and an amount of 
about 2% to 30% by weight of the bitumen layer of a 
urethane polymer to impart non-?ow properties and 
surface tackiness to the bitumen layer in use over a 
temperature range of about 25° F. to 100° F.. the 
urethane polymer prepared by the reaction in the pres 
ence of a curing agent of an aromatic diisocyanate with 
a long-chain polybutadiene hydrocarbon with hydroxyl 
terminal groups to form a urethane polymer; 

b) a thin. outer. cross-linked. olefrnic. polymer ?lm 
bonded to one stn‘face of the bitumen layer; and 

c) a releasable paper on the other surface of the bitumen 
layer. which releasable paper is subject to removal prior 
to use of the sheet material to expose a tacki?ed surface 
of the bitumen layer for application of the tacki?ed 
surface to the surface of the masonry to be protected. 
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17. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein the polydiene 

hydrocarbon comprises a hydroxyl-terminated polybutadi 
ene homopolybutadiene. wherein the equivalency ratio of 
the isocyanate to the hydroxyl-terminated polybutadiene. 
varies from about 1.0 to about 0.72. 

18. The sheet material of claim 4 wherein the ?ller 
matuial comprises particulate calcium carbonate having an 
average particle size of less than about 100 microns. 

19. The sheet material of claim 1 wherein the surface 
tackiness of the exposed surface of the bitumen layer. after 
removal of the releasable ?lm. is characterized by su?icient 
surface tackiness to adhere the exposed bitumen surface to 
a vertical masonry wall for sut?cient time to permit the 
back?lling of earth against the sheet-covered attached 
masonry wall. 

20. A urethane-modi?ed bitumen moisture barrier sheet 
material adapted for use as a moisture barrier against a 
masonry wall surface. and which sheet material is produced 
by the method of: 

a) preparing a hot. melted bitumen composition which 
comprises bitumen and a minor modifying amount of a 
urethane polymer. which tn'ethane polymer is prepared 
by the reaction of a polyisocyanate with a long-chain 
polydiene hydrocarbon having terminal groups which 
react with the polyisocyanate to form the urethane 
polymer to provide stable. non?ow properties and 
surface tackiness properties to the bitumen layer over 
the range of about 10° F. to 125° F.; 

b) applying a layer of the melted bitumen composition 
onto a releasable ?lm. which ?lm may be easily 
removed from the cooled surface of the bitumen layer 
prior to use; 

c) applying an outer polymeric ?lm to an exposed surface 
of the binrmen layer to bond the outer polymeric ?lm 
to the bitumen layer; 

d) cooling the bitumen layer; and 
e) recovering the sheet material for use as a moisture 

barrier sheet material. 

* * * * * 


