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roo'r BATH 

This is a File Wrapper Continuation of application Ser. 
No. 08/378451. ?led Jan. 26. 1995 now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND 

Having a foot bath which is adaptable for use in multiple 
locations is highly desirable. 

This invention relates to a foot bath. In particular. it relates 
to a foot bath which can be easily transported and conveyed 
for use as desired in different locations. 

Using a foot bath into which ?uid is placed with invigo 
rating saltsnninerals and the like. is highly desirable. 

Conventionally. foot baths are formed as a basin made of 
a rigid plastic material or metal. Warm water with added 
minerals is then placed into the basin for bathing feet as 
required 

In view of the structure of the foot bath. it is usually 
inconvenient to move it to dilferent locations. particularly 
when users travel to different locations. 

This invention is directed to facilitating the use of a foot 
bath in different locations with a minimum of disadvantage 
and inconvenience. 

SUMMARY 

This invention seeks to minimize the disadvantages asso 
ciated with rigid foot baths. 
According to the invention. a bath for a foot includes a 

base and a wall a?ixed to the base to form a reservoir for 
?uid and for receiving a foot. The wall is selectively 
collapsible relative to the base when the reservoir is empty 
of ?uid and there is no ?uid in the reservoir. 

In a preferred form of the invention. the wall includes at 
least one hollow cell in?atable to be upstanding or de?atable 
to facilitate collapse. Preferably. there are multiple cells for 
the wall. the cells being connected to form the wall. 
A valve is provided for in?ating the wall with air and 

releasing air from the wall to permit de?ation of the wall as 
necessary. 
The invention is further described with reference to the 

accompanying drawings. 

DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view from the front illustrating one 
fon'n of a foot bath for receiving a single foot. 

FIG. 2 is a sectional side view of the bath of FIG. 1. and 
illustrating a foot and ?uid in the bath. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating a foot bath for 
receiving two feet. 

FIG. 4 is a sectional side view of the foot bath of FIG. 3 
illustrating two feet and ?uid in the bath. 

FIG. 5 is a side view of a bath including relatively solid 
foldable cell members relative to the base. 

FIG. 6 is a sectional side view of the bath of FIG. 7. and 
illustrating a foot and ?uid in the bath. with liquid in the 
cells. 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view partially from the too 
illustrating another form of a foot bath for receiving a single 
foot with a seperated cover for the lower foot. 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view from the ?'ont illustrating one 
form of a foot bath for receiving a single foot with the 
separated cover in position about the lower foot. 

FIG. 9 is a perspective view partially from the top 
illustrating a different form of a foot bath for receiving two 
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feet with the seperated cover in position about the lower 
portion of the feet. 

FIG. 10 is a perspective view partially from the top 
illustrating another form of a foot bath for receiving two feet 
with a handle for carrying the bath. 

DESCRIPTION 

In FIG. 1 there is shown a foot bath which includes a base 
10 and a wall 11. As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. the base 
10 is formed of a relatively thicker material than the wall 
material. The material is conveniently a PVC which is 
?exible in the sense that it can be folded as required. 

The material 12 forming the base 10 can be any other 
suitable plastic material. In some cases. the material may 
also include a substantially cellular or foamed base provided 
the material includes a surface 13 which is impervious to 
?uid. 
The wall 11 is formed by multiple cells 14 which form a 

series of ring-like elements shaped to form a wall with a 
substantially vertical or straight rear face 15. and a con 
toured shape forward face 16. The contoured shape forward 
face would be located in front of a foot 17 which is placed 
in the reservoir 18 formed by the wall 11 and base 10. 
The multiple cells 14 are connected at points 19 which are 

longitudinally directed along the length of each cell. Each of 
the points 19 is located below and above a respective central 
bore 20 forming each of the cells 14. ‘There is a passage 21 
between each of the cells 14 so that air can pass between the 
cells 14 as necessary. 

Avalve 22 is provided at the top of the rear wall 11 so that 
air can be introduced and removed from the central bore 20 
of each of the cells 14. When air is urged into the central 
bore 20. the wall 11 is in?ated to be in a substantially upright 
form at the rear face 15. and a contoured front face 16. The 
wall 11 is integrally connected with the base 10. A reservoir 
18 is thus formed for shaping the foot bath. The valve 22 
also includes an appropriate sealing member to prevent the 
unintended escape of air. Operating the valve 22 to remove 
air from the bore 20 de?ates the wall 11 as required. 
When the wall 11 is in?ated. the reservoir 18 is formed to 

receive the foot 17. Fluid 23 is added as required to provide 
the requisite relief and treatment. soaking or massaging of 
the foot 17 as required by the user. 

Emptying air from the central bore 20 of the wall 11. and 
removal of the foot 17 and ?uid 23 permits the wall 11 to 
collapse on the base 10. 
As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. there are multiple cells 14 

which form the wall 11. In the embodiment illustrated in 
FIGS. 3 and 4. there is a single cell for forming the wall 11 
and also the base 10 of the bath. Also. the mouth 24 in FIG. 
3 is sufficiently elongated sideways so that two feet 17 can 
be located in the reservoir 18. Inthe embodiment of FIG. 4 
the base 10 is also an in?atable cell. 

In this sense. the mouth 24 for the embodiment of FIGS. 
1 and 2 is relatively smaller so that just the single foot 17 is 
located in the reservoir 18. As shown in FIG. 1. the mouth 
is relatively circular. The mouth in FIGS. 3 and 4 is a 
rectangular structure with rounded ends. 

The embodiments of the foot bath are shaped to form 
relatively a boot-type shape. In this sense. there is a rear wall 
portion 15 which rises from a sole-type base 10 and extends 
between 4 to 12 inches as required up the leg. The forward 
wall portion 16 is contoured to substantially envelope. 
together with the rear wall 15. the foot 17 and the lower 
portion of the leg 17a as a boot would ?t about a foot 17 and 
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the lower portion of the leg 17a. The size of the reservoir 18 
relative to a foot 17 can vary as necessary. 

Ideally the size of the reservoir 18 would be su?iciently 
large to accommodate feet 17 of different sizes. The embodi 
ment of FIGS. 3 and 4 is effectively a double width boot so 
as two feet 17 would ?t within the reservoir 18 as necessary. 

By having the shape of the bath fairly tight or snugly 
contoured relative to the shape of the foot 17. there is an 
advantage that less ?uid can be used in forming the soaking 
substance. Additionally. warmth created from the foot 17 
itself can more quickly warm the ?uid 23 as necessary which 
can add to improved bathing and treating effects of the foot 
or the feet as soaked in the bath. 

In FIG. 5. there is shown an embodiment with cells 24 
which are fomred of relatively non hollow partly solid 
elements. These cells 24 are interconnected so that they can 
fold together about points 25 and thereby collapse when the 
reservoir 18 does not contain a ?uid 23 and there is no foot 
17 in the reservoir 18. The materials for the cells 24 may be 
provided by suitable foam-type element. and may be suit 
ably heat insulating as necessary. The base 26 may be 
formed of a similar foam material. 
Many of the forms of the invention exist each differing 

from the other in matters of detail only. 
For instance. in ditferent embodiments of the invention 

different shapes for the foot bath can be provided. In some 
situations. the base may be formed by a cell which is also 
in?atable and de?atable by air so as to enhance the collaps 
ibility of the foot bath. Such an embodiment is shown in 
FIG. 4. 

Also. the thickness of the different materials forming the 
base and walls may be varied. as necessary. One or more 
valves may be provided for the con?guration. and the size of 
the cells may vary in cross-section as necessary. For 
instance. the cells may be of a uniform cros s-section towards 
the rear back of the heel or rear or the leg. and be substan 
tially larger in the front portion over the forward portion of 
the foot and forward portion of the leg. In other forms of the 
embodiments the cells are different to ring formations. Each 
of the cells may extend partially around the foot and be 
suitably interconnected as multiple cells to surround the 
foot. The con?guration should be ideally formed to facilitate 
drying of the reservoir without residual fluid in the reservoir 
after use. 

In di?’erent forms of the invention the cells may be ?lled 
with liquid as shown in FIG. 6 such as warm or hot water or 
other ?uid. This water will have the e?ect of acting as a 
heater to the foot and water in the bath. and acting as an 
insulator for the water and the foot inside the reservoir. 
Further by ?lling the walls with liquid rather than air the 
water in the walls acts for multiple purposes. To facilitate 
?lling and emptying the cells with water there is provided a 
plug 30 to one of the interconnected cells. 

In yet other variations as shown in FIGS. 7.8 and 9. there 
can be provided a cover 31 to avoid splashing of water from 
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the reservoir. The cover 31 can be provided with one 
segment of a Velcro (TM) portion. The other portion 32 of 
the Velcro (TM) can be provided about the mouth 33 and a 
strap portion 34 which can be wrapped around the bottom 
portion 17a of the leg. 
As shown in FIG. 10. there can also be a detachable strap 

35 to facilitate carrying the bath. This would facilitate 
carrying the bath to empty the reservoir of water. and cells 
of water when the cells are water?lled. after use. 

The material for the walls and cells may be relatively 
inexpensive so that the bath can be considered disposable 
after one or a few times of usage. 

What is claimed is: 
l. A bath forming a reservoir for two feet located in 

adjacency. the bath including: 
a base and a wall attached thereto; 

the wall being formed from multiple hollow ring-like 
cells; 
a) a ?rst ring-like cell being attached to the base in an 

essentially upright manner with respect thereto: 
b) at least a second ring—like cell being attached to the 

?rst ring-like cell so as to form an essentially upright 
rear face and an essentially contoured forward face 
being substantially obliquely angled with respect to 
the base and the rear face. the at least second 
ring-like cell forming a mouth for receiving the feet 
of a user. wherein a space is created for the ?uid 
above the feet and around the lower portion of the 
legs of the user; 

the wall being selectively collapsible relative to the base 
when the reservoir is empty and there are no feet in the 
reservoir. the cells being in?atable to be upstanding 
from the base and being de?atable to facilitate the 
collapse; 

each cell having an area for connection to an adjacent cell. 
each said area having a passage for an in?ation medium 
to pass between the cells; and 

a cover for the mouth. the cover being nonin?atable and 
being attached to the in?atable wall. and the nonin?at 
able cover surrounding the lower portion of the legs 
when the feet are in the bath to thereby. with both legs 
in location. effect closure of the mouth. 

2. A bath as claimed in claim 1 wherein the base is formed 
of material relatively thicker than a material for the wall. 

3. A bath as claimed in claim 1 wherein the material for 
the wall is a polyvinyl chloride material. and including 
means for carrying the bath. 

4. A bath as claimed in claim 1 wherein the wall has a 
forward face which includes a substantially contoured 
portion. the contoured portion being for location substan 
tially in front of feet located in the bath. the contoured 
portion including curves substantially following the top 
portion of the feet. 


