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OUTPUT CONTROL APPARATUS AND 
METHOD WITH VARIABLE OUTPUT 

SETTINGS 

This application is a continuation. of Application No. 
08/ 142.088, ?led Oct. 28. 1993. which is now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to an output control method and 

apparatus, in which various kinds of output conditions and 
the like of an output apparatus can be set 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Printing-condition setting programs have been known, in 

which printing conditions of a printer, provided from a host 
computer connected thereto by a bidirectional interface. can 
be set by inputting the printing conditions, speci?cation 
information and the like relating to various kinds of states set 
in the printer, displaying input data on a display picture 
surface of the host computer, and outputting various kinds of 
input conditions and speci?cation information while refer 
ring to the display picture surface to the printer. Such a 
program includes ?xed items which can be set in the printer. 
In general. various conditions of the printer are set by 
displaying the items on the picture surface of the host 
computer, changing setting values for respective items by 
the user, and transmitting the set values to the host computer. 
When setting conditions in the printer using the above 

described printing-condition setting program, since setting 
items for the printer are ?xed in the program, new items 
added by a newly added emulator cannot be set in the printer. 

FIG. 7 illustrates such a case. In FIG. 7, printer 801 can 
be operated by emulatorAand emulator B. Setting items 805 
peculiar to emulator A, and setting items 806 peculiar to 
emulator B are stored in nonvolatile RAM (random access 
memory) 804 of printer 801. Reference numeral 803 repre 
sents a program for setting these setting items. which is 
started by host computer 802, and in which setting items 805 
peculiar to emulator A and setting items 806 peculiar to 
emulator B can be set If emulator C having peculiar setting 
items is added as an option for printer 801 after constructing 
the above-described printing system, setting items 807 pecu 
liar to emulator C, which must be stored in non-volatile 
RAM 804. cannot be set in the above-described setting 
program 803. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has been made in consideration of 
the above-described problem. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an output 
control method and apparatus, in which various kinds of 
setting items can be set or changed in accordance with a 
function which has been newly added at the side of an output 
apparatus. 

According to one aspect, the present invention, which 
achieves this object, relates to an output control method and 
apparatus in which speci?cation items of an output device 
can be set from an external apparatus, and there are steps of 
reading a setting-item ?le of an operation program supplied 
to the output device, analyzing read data, constructing a 
setting menu of the setting-item ?le based on the result of the 
analysis, and changing a setting item of the setting-item ?le 
based on a value input in response to a picture surface 
displaying the constructed menu. 

In the output control method and apparatus of the present 
invention, a setting-item ?le of an operation program sup 
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2 
plied to the output device -is read. and read data are 
analyzed. A setting menu of the setting-item ?le is con 
structed based on the result of the analysis. A setting item of 
the setting-item ?le is changed based on a value input in 
response to a picture surface displaying the constructed 
menu. 

The foregoing and other objects, advantages and features 
of the present invention will become more apparent from the 
following description of the preferred embodiments taken in 
conduction with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating the con?gura 
tion of a printing system according to an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a procedure of adding an 
emulator to a printer of the printing system of the embodi 
ment; 

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a data con?guration of a 
setting-item ?le of the embodiment; 

FIG. 4 is a ?owchart illustrating the operation of a setting 
program of the embodiment; 

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a data structure obtained 
by reading and analyzing the setting-item ?le of the setting 
program in the embodiment; 

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a display, in which items 
that can be set and items that cannot be set are clearly 
indicated, according to another embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating a problem in a conven 
tional approach; 

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the internal 
structure of a laser-beam printer (LBP) to which the present 
invention can be applied; 

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram illusnating an ink-jet 
recording apparatus (HRA) to which the present invention 
can be applied; and 

FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating the con?guration 
of the ink-jet recording apparatus shown in FIG. 9. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will now 
be described in detail with reference to the drawings. 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating the con?gura 
tion of a printing system according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

In FIG. 1, reference numeral 201 represents a host com 
puter. Printer 202 is connected to host computer 201 via 
cable 209. Nonvolatile RAM 203 is incorporated in printer 
202. Various kinds of setting items provided by emulator C 
are set and stored in nonvolatile RAM 203. Printer 202 
incorporates RAM/ROM (read-only memory) 204, in which 
optional emulator C 207 for printer 202 is to be installed. 
Reference numeral 205 represents a setting program for 
setting various kinds of printing conditions and the like of 
printer 202, which is loaded in the main memory of host 
computer 201 and is executed. Various kinds of setting items 
stored in nonvolatile RAM 203 of printer 202 are set by this 
setting program 205. Reference numeral 206 represents an 
emulator-C package which is newly purchased after the user 
has purchased printer 202. This package 206 includes a main 
body 207 of emulator C. and a setting-item ?le 208 for the 
printer peculiar to respective emulators (hereinafter termed 
a “setting-item ?le”). 
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Next. a description will be provided of a ?ow from the 
purchase of emulator package 207 until the installation of 
setting items peculiar to the emulator in setting program 205. 

In step Si of FIG. 2. the user purchases or otherwise 
acquires emulator package (emulator C) 206 for printer 202. 
In step S2. it is determined whether emulator 207 of emu 
lator package 206 is supplied in the form of a ROM or in the 
form of a program to be loaded in the RAM. If emulator 207 
is supplied in the form of a program, the program is loaded 
in the RAM portion of RAM/ROM 204 of printer 202. If 
emulator 207 is supplied in the fonn of a ROM. the ROM 
is loaded to a ROM socket of RAM/ROM 204 of printer. The 
process then proceeds to step S5. where setting-item ?le 208 
for printer 202 stored in a storage medium. such as a ?oppy 
disk or the like. is extracted from emulator package 206. and 
is set in host computer 201. Thus. the setting-item ?le 208 
is installed in host computer 201. That is. the same ?le is 
installed in the printer and the host computer. FIG. 3 is a 
diagram illustrating a data con?guration of setting-item ?le 
208 set in printer 202. 

In FIG. 3. reference numeral 401 represents the name of 
the target emulator (emulator C in the present embodiment). 
Reference numeral 402 represents a symbol indicating the 
start of setting-item ?le 208. Reference numeral 403 repre 
sents the name of each setting item for the printer peculiar 
to emulator 401. In each column of setting value 404, a 
default value for the corresponding setting item 403 for the 
printer is provided. When the user does not set a speci?c 
value. the default value is used. In each column of effective 
value 405, values which the corresponding setting item for 
the printer can have are provided Printer setting program 
205 displays these values on the picture surface or display of 
host computer 201. These effective values are also used by 
the user to determine if an input value is elfective. Reference 
numeral 406 represents a setting command which is to be 
transmitted from host computer 201 to printer 202 so that the 
emulator identi?ed by emulator name 401 can set the setting 
item identi?ed by name 403. Delirniter 407 is used for 
delimiting the above-described name 403, setting value 404, 
effective value 405 and setting command 406. The above 
described name 403, setting value 404, elfective value 405 
and setting command 406 constitute one setting item. Ter 
minator 408 indicates delimitation of each setting item. 
Reference numeral 409 represents a symbol for indicating 
the end of setting-item ?le 208. 

Next, a description will be provided of the ?ow of the 
processing of various kinds of setting items for printer 202 
executed by host computer 201 in the present embodiment 
with reference to the ?owchart shown in FIG. 4. 

First. in step S11, host computer 201 reads setting-item 
?le 208 installed in host computer 201. The process then 
proceeds to step S12, where the meaning of setting-item ?le 
208 read in step S11 is analyzed. When setting-item ?le 208 
is described based on the data con?guration shown in FIG. 
3. name 403. setting value 404, effective value 405 and 
setting command 406 for each setting item are extracted. and 
data structure 601 shown in FIG. 5 is formed. In step S13, 
a setting menu peculiar to emulator C is constructed in 
setting program 205 based on the result of the analysis 
performed in step $12. That is, when setting-item ?le 208 is 
described in the data structure shown in FIG. 3, adjacent data 
structures 601 shown in FIG. 5 are connected by pointer 606, 
to form data of the list structure shown in FIG. 5. 
Name 602. setting value 603. effective value 604 and 

setting command 605 shown in FIG. 5 correspond to name 
403, setting value 404, effective value 405 and setting 
command 406 shown in FIG. 3, respectively. 
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4 
The process then proceeds to step S14. where the menu 

constructed in setting program 205 in step S13 is displayed 
on the picture surface of host computer 201. The process 
then proceeds to step S15. where a data input from the user 
in response to the menu displayed on the picture surface of 
host computer 201 is awaited. The process then proceeds to 
step S16, where the value of the corresponding setting item 
is changed in accordance with the value input in step S15. 
The result is displayed on the picture surface of host 
computer 201, and setting of various kinds of printing 
conditions and the like for printer 202 is performed. The 
processing of steps 814-8 16 is repeatedly executed, and the 
processing is terminated when an end command has been 
input. 

Various kinds of setting items thus set in host computer 
201 are transmitted to printer 202 via cable 209. and are 
stored in emulator-C setting-item area 210 of nonvolatile 
RAM 203. When execution of a printing operation by printer 
202 is performed based on emulator C, the above-described 
setting conditions stored in setting-item area 210 are read. 
and printing control is executed in accordance with the 
setting values. 
Although in the above-described embodiment a simple 

data structure in which only various kinds of setting items 
for the printer are considered, it is also possible to construct 
a data structure having a hierarchical structure comprising 
groups. each of which includes some of these setting items. 

It is also possible to indicate in setting program 205 for 
the printer items which are preferred to be set based on the 
currently set items, for example. by displaying the target 
items with black characters so as to notify the user that the 
indicated items can be set, and to indicate items which need 
not be set, for example, by displaying the target items with 
gray characters so as to notify the user that the indicated 
items cannot be set. 

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a menu display according 
to another embodiment of the present invention. 

In FIG. 6, reference numeral 701 represents the display 
picture surface of host computer 201. Reference numeral 
702 represents an item for setting interface conditions for 
connecting host computer 201 to printer 202. Two set values, 
i.e., RS-232C and CENTRO. are present for this item. 
Reference numeral 703 represents a setting item, which is 
eifective only when the interface speci?cation is set to 
RS-232C, for setting the transfer speed (baud rate) of 
RS232C. Reference numeral 704 represents a setting item. 
which is meaningful only when the interface speci?cation is 
set to RS-232C. for setting whether it on/x oil’ is to be used 
when performing communication based on RS-232C. Ref 
erence numeral 705 represents a setting item. which is 
meaningful only-when the interface speci?cation is set to 
RS-232C. for setting whether ext/ack is to be used when 
performing communication based on RS-232C. As 
described above, the setting items 703-705 are effective 
only when the interface speci?cation is set to RS-232C. 

Reference numeral 706 represents a setting item, which is 
meaningful only when the interface speci?cation is set to 
CENTRO. for setting the data transfer speed when perform 
ing communication between host computer 201 and printer 
202 with the speci?cation conforming to CENTRO. 
As described above, when the interface speci?cation is set 

to RS-232C and to CENTRO. setting items represented by 
reference numeral 707 and setting items represented by 
reference numeral 708 become e?’ective, respectively. 
By adding such a function to the above-described setting 

program 205. when interface speci?cation 7 02 is set to 
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RS-232C. setting item (C-speed) 706 is displayed with gray 
characters so as to notify the user that the item cannot be set, 
and the portion represented by reference numeral 707 is 
displayed with clear black characters so as to notify the user 
that the corresponding items can be set. On the other hand, 
when interface speci?cation 702 is set to CENTRO. the 
setting items baud rate 703, X on/x off 704, and etx/ack 705 
are displayed with gray characters to notify the user that 
these items cannot be set. To the contrary, the setting item 
C-speed 706 is displayed with black characters. 

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the internal 
structure of a laser-beam printer (LBP) to which the present 
invention can be applied. The LBP is con?gured so that 
character patterns. form data and the like can be registered 
from a data source (a host computer or the like. not shown). 

In FIG. 8, main body 100 of the LBP inputs and stores 
character information (character codes), form information, 
macro commands and the like supplied from the host 
computer or the like connected to the LBP, forms character 
patterns, forrn patterns and the like in accordance with the 
above-described information. and forms an image on record 
ing paper. serving as a recording medium. Operation panel 
300 includes various kinds of switches, an LED (light 
emitting diode) display unit and the like for various lands of 
operations. Printer control unit 101 controls the entire main 
body 100 of the LBP, and analyzes character information 
and the like supplied from the host computer. Printer control 
unit 101 mainly converts character information into a video 
signal representing the corresponding character patterns, and 
outputs the video signal to laser driver 102. 

Laser driver 102 is a circuit for driving semiconductor 
laser 103, and switches on and 0E semiconductor laser 103 
in accordance with the input video signal. Laser light 104 is 
de?ected in a direction perpendicular to the plane of FIG. 8 
by rotating polygonal mirror 105 to scan the surface of 
electrostatic drum 106. Thus, an electrostatic image of 
character patterns is formed on electrostatic drum 106. The 
latent image is developed by developing unit 107 provided 
around the circumference of electrostatic drum 106, and the 
developed image is transferred onto recording paper. The 
recording paper comprises cut sheets, which are accommo 
dated in a sheet cassette mounted in main body 100 of the 
LBP. Each sheet of the recording paper is fed into the 
apparatus by sheet-feeding roller 109 and conveying rollers 
110, 111, and is supplied to electrostatic drum 106. 
Although a laser-beam printer has been illustrated as the 

image forming apparatus of the present embodiment, the 
apparatus is not limited to the laser-beam printer, but an 
ink-jet printer (to be described below) or the like may also 
be used. 

Description of the outline of the main body of the 
apparatus 

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram illustrating an ink-jet 
recording apparatus (IJRA) to which the present invention 
can be applied In FIG. 9, carriage HC, which engages 
helical groove 5004 of lead screw 5005 rotating via driving 
force transmission gears 5011 and 5009 in accordance with 
the forward or reverse rotation of driving motor 5013 
includes a pin (not shown),'and is reciprocated in the 
directions of arrows a and b. Ink-jet cartridge IJC is mounted 
on carriage HC. Sheet-pressing plate S002 presses the sheet 
of recording paper against platen 5000 along the moving 
direction of carriage HC. Photocoupler components 5007 
and 5008 serve as home-position detection means for con 
?rming the presence of lever 5006 of carriage BC in the 
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6 
region of these components, and performing, for example. 
switching of the direction of rotation of motor 5013. Mem 
ber 5016 supports cap member 5022 which caps the front 
surface of the recording head. Reference numeral 5015 
represents suction means for sucking the inside of the cap. 
which performs a suction recovery operation of the record 
ing head via opening 5023 of the cap. Reference numeral 
5017 represents a cleaning blade. Reference numeral 5019 
represents a member for making cleaning blade 5017 mov 
able back and forth, which is supported by supporting plate 
5018 of the main body of the apparatus. The shape of 
cleaning blade 5017 is not limited to the illustrated shape, 
but any well-known cleaning blade may, of course, be used. 
Reference numeral 5021 represents a lever for starting 
suction for a suction recovery operation, which moves in 
accordance with the movement of cam 5020. which engages 
carriage HC. The driving force of driving motor 5013 is 
transmitted by known transmission means, such as a clutch 
or the like, to move lever 5021. 

The apparatus is con?gured so that each of the above 
described capping, cleaning and suction recovery operations 
is performed at the corresponding position by the function of 
lead screw 5005 when carriage HC reaches the region of the 
home-position side. These operations can be performed 
provided that a desired operation is performed with an 
appropriate timing. 

Description of the con?guration of control 

Next, a description will be provided of the con?guration 
of recording control for the above-described apparatus with 
reference to the block diagram shown in FIG. 10. In FIG. 10 
illustrating a control circuit, there are shown interface 1700 
for inputting recording signals, MPU (microprocessing unit) 
1701, program ROM 1702 for storing control programs 
executed by MPU 1701, and dynamic RAM 1703 for storing 
various kinds of data (the above-described recording signals, 
recording data to be supplied to the head, and the like). Gate 
array 1704 controls the supply of recording data to recording 
head 1708, and also controls data transfer between interface 
1700. MPU 1701 and RAM 1703. Carrier motor 1710 
carries recording head 1708, and conveyance motor 1709 
conveys recording paper. Head driver 1705 drives the head. 
Motor drivers 1706 and 1707 drive conveyance motor 1709 
and carrier motor 1710, respectively. 

In the above-described con?guration, when a recording 
signal has entered interface 1700, the recording signal is 
converted into recording data for printing by gate array 1704 
and MPU 1701. While motor drivers 1706 and 1707 drive 
the corresponding motors. recording head 1708 is driven in 
accordance with the recording data transmitted to head 
driver 1705, whereby printing is performed. 
The components of the present invention can be incorpo 

rated in the above-described con?guration of control of the 
ink-jet printer. Accordingly, it is apparent that the present 
invention can be applied not only to the laser-beam printer, 
but also to the above-described ink-jet printer or the like. 
The present invention may be applied to a system com 

prising a plurality of apparatuses, or to an apparatus com 
prising a single unit. In addition, the present invention may, 
of course, be applied to a case in which the invention is 
achieved by supplying a system or an apparatus with pro 
grams for executing the invention. 
As described above, according to the above-described 

embodiments, by providing the function of adding a setting 
item to a setting program for setting various kinds of 
conditions for a printer by reading a setting-item ?le, a 
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single setting program can deal with the addition of setting 
items peculiar to a newly purchased emulator or the like. 
As described above. according to the present invention. 

various kinds of setting items can be set or changed in 
accordance with a function which has been newly added at 
the side of a printer. 
The individual components shown in outline or desig 

nated by blocks in the drawings are all well-known in the 
output control method and apparatus arts and their speci?c 
construction and operation are not critical to the operation or 
best mode for carrying out the invention. 
While the present invention has been described with 

respect to what is presently considered to be the preferred 
embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is not 
limited to the disclosed embodiments. To the contrary. the 
present invention is intended to cover various modi?cations 
and equivalent arrangements included within the spirit and 
scope of the appended claims. The scope of the following 
claims is to be accorded the broadest interpretation so as to 
encompass all such modi?cations and equivalent structures 
and functions. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A host computer connected to an output apparatus 

through an interface, said computer comprising: 
?le reading means for reading a new setting-item ?le 

peculiar to a newly added operation program of the 
output apparatus 

menu construction means for constructing a new setting 
menu of the setting-item ?le based on the new setting 
item ?le read by said ?le reading means; 

setting means for setting a new setting item of the 
setting-item ?le based on information input in response 
to displaying of the new setting menu constructed by 
said menu construction means; and 

transmitting means for transmitting the set new setting 
item to the output apparatus for setting up the set new 
setting item on the output apparatus. 

2. A computer according to claim 1, wherein an operator 
inputs the information in response to displaying of the new 
setting menu. 

3. A computer according to claim 1, wherein the new 
setting item includes interface conditions. 

4. A computer according to claim 1, wherein the new 
setting item includes a data transfer speed. 

5. A computer according to claim 1, wherein the output 
apparatus comprises a printer. 

6. A computer according to claim 5, wherein the printer 
comprises a laser-beam printer. 

7. A computer according to claim 5. wherein the printer 
comprises an ink jet printer. 

8. A setting-up method for a setting item executed by a 
host computer connected to an output apparatus through an 
interface, said method comprising the steps of: 
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8 
reading a new setting-item ?le peculiar to a newly added 

operation program of the output apparatus ; 
constructing a new setting menu of the setting-item ?le 

based on the new setting item vile read in said reading 
step; 

setting a new setting item of the setting-item ?le based on 
information input in response to displaying of the new 
setting menu constructed in said constructing step; and 

transmitting the set new setting item to the output appa 
ratus for setting up the set new setting item on the 
output apparatus. 

9. A method according to claim 8, wherein an operator 
inputs the information in response to displaying of the new 
setting menu. 

10. A method according to claim 8, wherein the new 
setting item includes interface conditions. 

11. A method according to claim 8, wherein the new 
setting item includes a data transfer speed. 

12. A method according to claim 2. wherein the output 
apparatus comprises a printer. 

13. A method according to claim 12, wherein the printer 
comprises a laser-beam printer. 

14. A method according to claim 12. wherein the printer 
comprises an ink jet printer. 

15. A computer-readable memory for storing a program 
executed by a host computer connected to an output appa 
ratus through an interface, the program comprising the steps 
of: 

constructing a new setting menu of a setting-item ?le 
peculiar to a newly added program of the output 
apparatus; and 

setting a new setting item of the setting-item ?le based on 
information input in response to displaying of the new 
setting menu constructed in said constructing step. 

16. A computer-readable memory according to claim 15 , 
wherein an operator inputs the information in response to 
displaying of the new setting menu. 

17. A computer-readable memory according to claim 15, 
wherein the new-setting item comprises interface conditions 
peculiar to the newly added program. 

18. A computer-readable memory according to claim 15, 
wherein the new setting item comprises a data transfer speed 
peculiar to the newly added program. 

19. A computer-readable memory according to claim 15, 
wherein the output apparatus comprises a printer. 

20. A computer-readable memory according to claim 19, 
wherein the printer comprises a laser-beam printer. 

21. A computer-readable memory according to claim 19, 
wherein the printer comprises an ink jet printer. 

* * * * * 
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