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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that we, RUFUS P. BOWDOIN 

and HARRY L. Bownonv, citizens of the 
United States, and residents of Wilmington, 

5 in the county of New Hanover and State of 
North Carolina, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in I-Iair-Driers, of 
which the following is a speci?cation, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 

ro ings, forming a part thereof, in which simi~ 
lar letters of reference indicate correspond 
ing parts. ' . 

This invention relates to devices for dryin g 
hair, and particularly to that class thereof 

1 5 which are employed by ladies for this purpose 
after washing or cleansing the hair; and the 
object thereof is to provide an effective de 
vice of this class which is simple in construc 
tion and operation. 

20 The invention is fully disclosed in the fol 
lowing speci?cation, of which the accompa 
nying drawings form a part, in which— 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of one form 

of our improved hair-drier ; Fig. 2, an end View 
25 thereof; Fig. 3, a side view of a detail of the 

construction; Fig. 4, a longitudinal central 
section of the device shown in Fig. 3, and 
Fig. 5 represents a modi?ed form of construc 
tion. 
In the practice of our invention we provide a 

cylindrical casing A, which is provided with 
ends a and a2, and the said ends are perfo 
rated, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and the cy 
lindrical casing A is provided on one side 

3 5 thereof with alternately-arranged projections 
or teeth a", which, in the operation of drying 
the hair, are adapted to be passed there 
through. 
The casing A is provided with a handle B, 

40 which is preferably of the form shown in Figs. 
1 and 4:, and one end thereof is provided with 
a removable cap or cover I) and the opposite 
end is cylindrical in form, and mounted there 
on or secured thereto in any desired manner 

45 is a screw-threaded plug or head D, by means 
of which the handle is adapted to be con 
nected with the cylindrical casing A, said 
screw-threaded plug or head being screwed 
into a corresponding collar a4, which is se 

50 cured to or formed on the head a of the eas 
ing A. Within the tubular plug or head a 

30 

is placed a wick-tube E, through which is 
passed a wick G, and said wick-tube E is pro 
vided at its outer ‘end with a sliding sleeve 
F, which is secured to or formed on a cross- 55 
head G, one side of which is provided with a 
bolt g, which passes longitudinally through 
the screw-threaded plug D, and which is pro 
vided with screw-threads on its outer side, 
and mounted on the neck 192 of the handle B 60 
is a thumb-nut H, the operation of which, by 
means of the bolt g, projects or withdraws 
the sleeve F, as the case may be, the turning 
of the thumb-nut H in one direction forcing 
said sleeve outwardly and the turning ofsaid 65 
nut in the opposite direction drawing it in 
wardly. Secured to the screw-threaded plug 
D is a rod h, which passes through the side 
of the cross-head G, to which the sleeve F is 
secured, and this rod 7b is provided with a 70 
shoulder or projection 7L2, which limits the 
movement of said sleeve. ' 
The handle B serves as a reservoir, and it 

may be entirely ?lled with wicking, and in 
practice said wicking is saturated with alcohol 7 5 
or other light in?ammable ?uid, and the op 
eration will be readily understood from the 
foregoing description when taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings. 
In practice the handle B is removed from So 

the casing A and the wick is ignited at the 
end of the tube D, and said handle is again 
connected with the casing. The combustion 
thus produced within the casing will quickly 
warm the same and also the teeth or projec- 85 
tions a3, and by passing the same through 

. the hair the latter may be quickly dried, as 
will be readily understood by all those familiar 

‘ with the operation of this class of devices. 
As another modi?cation we may employ an 90 

electrical heater, and this form of apparatus > 
is shown in Fig. 5, an ordinary wire being 
connected with the inner end of the handle 
and said handle being provided with conduc-‘ 

. tors which are passed therethrough and which 9 5 
are adapted to be connected with any source 
of electrical supply, and many other forms of 
construction may be employed for this pur 
pose. 
This device is simple in construction and 100 

operation and com paratively inexpensive, and 
it is evident that changes therein and modi 
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?cations thereof may be made without de 
parting fromv the spirit of our invention or 
sacri?cing its advantages, and We reserve the 
right to make all such alterations therein as 
fairly come within the scope of the invention. 
Having fully described our invention, we 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A hair-drier, constructed substantially 
as herein shown and described, consisting of 
a cylindrical casin g provided with perforated 
ends, a collar and peripheral teeth, a hollow 
handle having a removable cap on one end 
and on the other end a screw-threaded tubu~ 
lar plug adapted to ?t in the said collar, a 
wick-tube in said plug, a sliding sleeve 011 
said tube provided with a cross-head having 
screw-threaded bolt g thumb-nut on said 
handle, to act on said bolt, to move said 
sleeve and a rod secured to said plug and 
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passing through said cross-head, said rod be 
ing provided with a shoulder for limiting the 
movement of said sleeve, all arranged and 
adapted to operate as set forth. 

2. In a hair-drier,constructed substantially 
as herein shown and described, the combina 
tion with the casing of a hollow handle, a 
tubular plug thereon adapted to enter the 
casing-collar, a wick-tube in said plug, and 
means for adjusting the wick-tube, as set 
forth. 
In testimony that we claim the foregoing as 

our invention We have signed our names, in 
presence of the subscribing witnesses, this 
10th day of February, 1896. 

' RUFUS P. BOWVDOIN. 
HARRY L. BO\VDOIN. 

‘Vitnesses: 
L. W. DAVIS, 
R. F. FOWLER. 
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