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SPREAD SPECTRUM COMMUNICATION 
APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

I 1. Field of the Invention 

The invention relates to a spread spectrum communica 
tion apparatus having a transmission power control function. 

2. Related Background Art 
A radio communication system is in?uenced by a fading 

which occurs in a space or an interference from another 
radio communication system and has a possibility such that 
the self radio communication state deteriorates. 

Therefore, when a propagating state of a space, namely, a 
line state is good, a transmission power of the self trans 
mission unit is reduced to thereby decrease an interference 
on another system. When the line state is bad. by increasing 
the transmission power, the interference on another system 
is relatively decreased, thereby coping with the fading. 

FIG. 2 shows such an example. 
In FIG. 2, reference numeral 1 denotes a radio apparatus; 

2 a transmission unit; 3 a reception unit; 4 a duplexer; 5 and 
7 antennas which are commonly used for both of the 
transmission and reception; 6 a radio apparatus; 8' a 
duplexer; 9 a reception unit; 10 a transmission unit; 11 a 
reception level detection processing circuit for detecting a 
reception level in the reception unit 9 and transmitting to the 
radio apparatus 1; and 12 a transmission power control 
circuit for receiving reception level information from the 
reception level detection processing circuit 11 of the radio 
apparatus 6 and controlling the transmission power of the 
transmission unit 2 of the radio apparatus 1. 
A construction of the reception unit 9 in FIG. 2 will be 

further described in more detail. In FIG. 3, reference 
numeral 13 denotes, for example, an LNA (low noise 
ampli?er); 14 a frequency converter; 15 alocal oscillator; 16 
a BPF (band pass ?lter); 17 an IF (intermediate frequency) 
ampli?er; and 18 a detection circuit. 
The received signal is ampli?ed by the low noise ampli 

?er 13 and is frequency converted by the local oscillator 15 
and frequency converter 14 and is ampli?ed to a predeter 
mined signal by the IF ampli?er 17 through the BPF 16. 
The ampli?ed signal is supplied to a demodulation unit 

(not shown) and is converted to a DC voltage according to 
the received signal level by the detection circuit 18 and is 
supplied to the reception level detection processing circuit 

In the conventional apparatus mentioned above, however, 
since the received signal is detected by using the IF 
(intermediate frequency) signal, in a system such as a radio 
LAN system such that a plurality of users commonly share 
the same frequency band and are identi?ed by codes, an 
inconvenience such that the signals of the users other than 
the user who is at present communicating are also detected 
occurs. 

There is a case where the signal cannot be detected when 
a noise level of the use band is increased or the like by the 
signals which are generated from the other transmitters in 
the same band. 

FIG. 4 shows a construction of a conventional spread 
spectrum communication apparatus disclosed in US. Pat. 
No. 4,958,359. 

Source data which is digital data, is spread-modulated by 
a spread modulator 65 by using a predetermined spread code 
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2 
generated by a code generator 68. The output of the spread 
modulator 65 is multiplied by a mixer 64 with a signal of a 
predetennined frequency generated by a local oscillator 67. 
Accordingly, the output of the mixer 64 has a predetermined 
intermediate frequency and it is ampli?ed by a variable gain 
ampli?er 63. The output of the variable gain ampli?er 63 is 
frequency-converted by a mixer 62 and a local oscillator 66. 
The output of the mixer 62 is supplied to a ?lter 61 where 

only a required band component is extracted and it is 
transmitted from an antenna 51 through a common unit 52. 

In a receiver, a received signal from the common unit 52 
is supplied to a mixer 53. Another input to the mixer 53 is 
a signal mixed by a mixer 58, which receives a predeter 
mined code generated by a spread code generator 57 and a 
signal generated by a local oscillator 60. The local oscillator 
60 generates a signal of a frequency which is shifted from a 
receiving frequency (frequency of carrier of a desired signal) 
by the intermediate frequency. 

If the codes used in the transmitter and receiver for 
modulation and demodulation are phase-synchronized. an 
intermediate signal having a band width corresponding to 
the source data is produced at the output of the mixer 53. The 
output of the mixer 53 is supplied to an intermediate 
frequency ?lter 55 which has a band width corresponding to 
the source data. An intermediate frequency signal produced 
by the intermediate frequency ?lter 55 is ampli?ed by a 
variable gain ampli?er 54 and the output of the variable gain 
ampli?er 54 is applied to a demodulator 56 which demodu 
lates the source data. 

The variable gain ampli?er 54 voltage-controls its gain by 
an AGC (automatic gain control) voltage generated by an 
AGC voltage generator 69, which receives the output of the 
variable gain ampli?er 54 and controls the ampli?er 54 to 
keep a level thereof constant. 
A gain of the variable gain ampli?er 63 of the transmitter 

is also controlled by the AGC voltage generated by the AGC 
voltage generator 69 provided in the receiver. 

In an initial state, that is, when communication between 
stations has not been established, the received signal is 
spread by the code generated by the code generator 57 of the 
receiver. Accordingly, the output of the intermediate fre 
quency ?lter 55 is small and the AGC voltage generator 69 
controls to increase the gains of the variable gain ampli?ers 
54 and 63. 

If a signal from other station corresponding to the receiv 
ing channel, that is, a signal corresponding to the code 
generated by the receiver code generator 57 is applied to the 
antenna 51, the output of the intermediate frequency filter 55 
increases after the phase synchronization of the codes for the 
modulation/demodulation has been established As a result, 
the output signal of the ampli?er 54 increases and the AGC 
voltage generator 69 controls the gain of the variable gain 
ampli?er 54 so that the output of the variable gain ampli?er 
54 is kept at an appropriate level. The AGC voltage also 
controls the transmitter variable gain ampli?er 63. The AGC 
voltage generator 69 determines a distance to other station 
by the level of the received signal. If it determines that the 
distance is short, it lowers the level of the transmitting signal 
in accordance with the distance. For a near station, the 
transmitting signal level is low, and for a distant station, the 
transmitting signal level is high. Accordingly, the electric 
?eld strength at the antenna of the other station is of proper 
level. 
On the other hand, when the signal is to be sent from the 

present station to, the gain of the variable gain ampli?er 63 
is initially controlled to a high level as described above. 
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Accordingly. the electric ?eld strength at the antenna of the 
other station is unduely high. However. as the other station 
responds. the input signal to the AGC voltage generator 69 
increases. As a result. the AGC voltage generator 69 controls 
the gain of the variable gain ampli?er 63 such that the 
electric ?eld strength at the antenna of the other station is at 
the proper level. 

However. in the apparatus of FIG. 4. the transmission 
power cannot properly be controlled before the synchroni 
zation is accomplished between the transmission and the 
reception. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the invention to rapidly and properly set 
a transmission power. 

Another object of the invention is to properly set a 
transmission power before the synchronization is obtained at 
the start of the communication or when the synchronization 
is released by a fault during the communication. 

Still another object of the invention is to reduce an 
influence on another communication apparatus by a trans 
mission signal from an apparatus of the invention. 

Further another object of the invention is to improve the 
reliability of the transmission power control. 

Further another object of the invention is to provide a 
spread spectrum communication apparatus for controlling a 
transmission power by a signal for synchronization. 

Other objects and features of the present invention will 
become apparent from the following detailed description 
and the appended claims with reference to the accompany 
ing drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a constructional diagram of an embodiment of 
the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a conventional transmission 
power control; 

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a conventional transmission 
power control signal generation; 

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a circuit of a transmission 
power control in a conventional spread spectrum commu 
nication; and 

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a construction of a synchro 
nizing circuit of an embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an embodiment of the 
invention. 

Reference numeral 7 denotes the antenna; 8 indicates a 
switch for switching between the transmission and the 
reception; 19 an RF (radio frequency) ampli?er; and 20 a 
frequency converter for extracting a frequency as a differ 
ence between an output from a local oscillator 21 and the 
received signal and setting it to an IF (intermediate 
frequency) received signal. 

Reference numeral 22 denotes a variable attenuator whose 
attenuation ratio is controlled by a signal VACG that is 
generated from an AGC voltage generator 31. which will be 
explained hereinlater. 

Reference numeral 23 denotes an IF ampli?er and 24 
indicates a band pass ?lter having a band width of the 
received signal. The BPF 24 eliminates out-of-band signals 
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included in the received signal and supplies only the desired 
signal to a correlator 25. 

Reference numeral 26 denotes a reference signal genera 
tor. 

The reference signal generator 26 generates a signal 
which was spread by a reference code. The reference code 
is a spreading code which is obtained by inverting a spread 
ing code on the time base. Reference numeral 25 denotes the 
correlator which obtains a correlation peak when the 
received signal and the spreading code included in a refer 
ence signal that is generated from the generator 26 overlap. 

Reference numeral 27 denotes an ampli?er for amplifying 
an output from the correlator 25; 28 a band pass ?lter; and 
29 a detection circuit for envelope-detecting the correlation 
output. 
By amplifying the correlation output to a desired level and 

envelope-detecting and detecting a period of the peak value. 
a spreading code synchronized with the spreading code 
included in the received signal can be obtained by a syn 
chronizing circuit (sync circuit) 40. Therefore. a demodula 
tion circuit 41 performs a demodulating operation by using 
such a spreading code. Reference numeral 30 denotes an 
integrator for integrating the correlation output and produces 
a DC voltage according to the correlation output level. 
By using the DC voltage of an output of the integrator. the 

AGC voltage generator 31 generates the control voltage 
V AGC so that the output of the correlator becomes constant. 
thereby controlling the attenuation ratio of the variable 
attenuator 52. 

In the embodiment. the transmission power is controlled 
by using the output voltage V1 of the integrator. 
A construction on the transmission side will now be 

described. 
Reference numeral 32 denotes a local oscillator which 

generates an IF frequency (for instance, 180 MHz). Refer 
ence numeral 38 denotes a multiplier for multiplying the 
spreading code and the transmission data. An output of the 
multiplier 38 is modulated by a modulator 33. so that a 
spreading signal is derived The spreading signal that is 
outputted from the modulator 33 is attenuated to a desired 
value by a variable attenuator 34. After that. it is ampli?ed 
by an IF ampli?er 3S and is inputted to a frequency 
converter 36. 

In the frequency converter 36. by multiplying the output 
of the IF ampli?er 35 and the output from the local oscillator 
21. it is frequency-converted. The converted signal is ampli 
?ed by an ampli?er 37 and is supplied to the switch 8. 
The voltage which is obtained by detecting and integrat 

ing the output of the correlator 25, namely. the output V1 of 
the integrator 30 is supplied to a transmission power control 
signal generation circuit 39. A transmission power control 
VCONT is generated from the generation circuit 39 by using 
the voltage V1. By setting the attenuation ratio of the 
variable attenuator 34 by VCONT to a proper value. the 
transmission power is controlled. 

Namely, when the received signal level is small. the 
correlation output is also small and the voltage V1 is also 
reduced to the voltage according to the correlator output. 
Therefore. it is considered that the transmitter during the 
communication exists at a far position. so that the voltage 
VCONT is raised. The attenuation ratio of the attenuator 34 is. 
consequently, reduced and the transmission power increases. 
On the contrary. when the received signal level is large. 

the correlation output is also increased in accordance with it. 
so that the voltage V1 also rises. 
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Namely, since it is considered that the transmitter during 
the communication exists at a near position, by reducing the 
voltage VCONT, the attenuation ratio of the attenuator 34 is 
increased. Therefore. it is possible to control so as to 
suppress the transmission power. 
As a sync circuit 40, for example, a circuit disclosed in 

US. Pat. No. 5.260.969 may be used. 
FIG. 5 shows in detail the sync circuit 40 and reference 

signal generator 26. In FIG. 5, the component elements 
which are common to those in FIG. 1 are designated by the 
same reference numerals. 

A peak detection circuit 43 detects a peak position of an 
output voltage from the detection circuit 29, a phase com 
parator 44 outputs a voltage signal corresponding to a phase 
difference between an output signal from the peak detection 
circuit 43 and that from a timing signal generating circuit 48 
and de?ned by the leading edges of the two signals, a loop 
?lter 45 smoothes an output from the phase comparator 44, 
a voltage-controlled oscillator (VCO) 46 outputs a fre 
quency corresponding to an output voltage from the loop 
?lter 45. and a demodulating code generator 71 generates a 
spreading code sequence for demodulation which is the 
same as the spreading code included in the received spread 
signal. The demodulation circuit 41 obtains a correlation 
between the received signal and the demodulating code. 
The reference signal generator 26 comprises a reference 

code generator 47 for generating a reference code, the timing 
signal generating circuit 48 for generating a timing signal in 
a speci?c phase of a reference code generated by the code 
generator 47, a mixer 49, and a local oscillator 70. The 
reference code is obtained by inverting the spreading code 
included in the received spread signal on a time base. 
When code synchronization is not established, the VCO 

46 oscillates at a frequency close to a clock frequency of a 
spreading code sequence included in the received signal. 
The timing signal generating circuit 48 outputs a pulse at a 
start point of one period of a reference code sequence as an 
output from the code generator 47. A peak detection circuit 
43 detects peak generated for each period of a spreading 
code of the received spread signal and outputs a pulse. 
A phase comparator 44 supplies a control voltage to the 

VCO 46 so that the clock generated by the timing signal 
generating circuit 48 coincides with the clock generated by 
the peak detection circuit 43. 

In this manner, the timing signal is synchronized with the 
phase of the spreading code included in the received spread 
signal. Therefore, code synchronization can be obtained by 
setting the code phase of the code generator 71 for decoding 
by using this timing signal. 
The operation will be described in more detail. The code 

generator 47 generates a reference code in synchronism with 
a clock generated by the VCO 46. That is, the clock 
generated by the VCO 46 is a clock sync pulse of the 
reference code. In addition. a pulse generated by the timing 
signal generating circuit 48 is a code sync pulse of the 
reference code. 
When no synchronization is established, the timing signal 

generating circuit 48 generates a pulse in synchronism with 
a timing at which one period of the reference code coincides 
with a convolution integral area of the correlator 25 of a 
convolver. Similarly, when no synchronization is 
established, the peak detection circuit 43 generates a pulse 
in synchronism with a timing at which the reference code 
coincides with the start point of the spreading code of the 
received signal on the convolution integral area of the 
correlator 25. 

6 
When synchronization is established, one period of the 

reference code coincides with one period of the received 
signal on the convolution integral area of the correlator 25. 
That is, the timing signal generating circuit 48 generates a 

5 pulse at the same timing as that at which the peak detection 
circuit 43 generates a pulse. 

Therefore, the peak comparator 44 receives the pulse 
generated by the phase detection circuit 43 and that gener 
ated by the timing signal generating circuit 48 and adjusts a 
period at which the code generator 47 generates the refer 
ence pulse so that the two pulses are generated at the same 
timings. The phase comparator 44 applies a control voltage 
to the VCO 46 for generating a clock sync pulse in order to 
adjust a period at which the code generator 47 generates the 
reference pulse. That is. the phase comparator 44 receives 
the pulse generated by the peak detection circuit 43 and the 
pulse generated by the timing signal generating circuit 48 
and applies a voltage to the VCO 46 so that the timings at 
which the two pulses are generated coincide with each other. 
By resetting the code generator 71 for demodulating by 

using the pulse generated by the timing signal generating 
circuit 48, the received spread signal is de-spread to regen 
erate the original data. 

. Although the present invention has been described on the 
basis of the preferred embodiment, the invention is not 
limited to the foregoing embodiment but many modi?ca 
tions and variations are possible within the spirit and scope 
of the appended claims of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A spread spectrum communication apparatus compris 

rng: 
correlating means for correlating a received signal and a 

reference signal and for outputting a synchronizing 
signal based on a correlation of the received signal and 
the reference signal; 

synchronizing means for synchronizing codes for receiv 
ing a spread spectrum signal according to the synchro 
nizing signal outputted from said correlating means; 
and 

control means for controlling a transmission power 
according to the synchronizing signal outputted from 
said correlating means. . 

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising 
detecting means for detecting the synchronizing signal out 
putted from said correlating means, 

wherein said synchronizing means synchronizes the codes 
according to the synchronizing signal outputted from 
said correlating means and detected by said detecting 
means, and 

said control means controls the transmission power 
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according the synchronizing signal outputted from said ‘ 
correlating means and detected by said detecting 
means. 

3. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said control 
means includes integrating means for integrating the syn 
chronizing signal outputted from said correlating means. 

4. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said control 
means includes generating means for generating voltage 
according to voltage of the synchronizing signal outputted 
from said correlating means. 

5. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the refer 
ence signal corresponds to a signal which is obtained by 
inverting a spreading code in the received signal on the time 
base. 

6. An apparatus according to claim 1. wherein said 
synchronizing means synchronizes the codes according to 
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code start of a reference code and the synchronizing signal 
outputted from said correlating means. 

7. A spread spectrum communication apparatus compris 
ing: 

output means for outputting a synchronizing signal based 
on a correlation of a received signal and a reference 
signal. the synchronizing signal for synchronizing 
codes for receiving a spread spectrum signal; and 

control means for controlling a transmission power 
according to the synchronizing signal. 

8. An apparatus according to claim 7. further comprising 
detecting means for detecting the synchronizing signal out 
putted from said output means. and 

wherein said control means controls the transmission 
power according to the synchronizing signal detected 
by said detecting means. 

9. An apparatus according to claim 7. wherein said control 
means includes integrating means for integrating the syn 
chronizing signal outputted from said output means. 

10. An apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said 
control means includes generating means for generating 
voltage according to voltage of the synchronizing signal 
outputted from said output means. 

11. An apparatus according to claim 7. wherein the 
reference signal corresponds to a signal which is obtained by 
inverting a spreading code in the received signal on the time 
base. 

12. An apparatus according to claim 7. further comprising 
synchronizing means for synchronizing codes for receiving 
a spread spectrum signal according to the synchronizing 
signal outputted from said outputting means. 

13. An apparatus according to claim 12. wherein said 
synchronizing means synchronizes the codes according to 
code start of a reference code and the synchronizing signal 
outputted from said correlating means. 

15 

25 

8 
14. A method for controlling a power of a transmitting 

spread spectrum signal, comprising steps of: 
detecting a synchronizing signal outputted from a corr 

elator which correlates a received signal and a refer 
ence signal. the synchronizing signal for synchronizing 
codes for receiving a spread spectrum signal; and 

controlling the power of the transmitting spread spectrum 
signal according to the synchronizing signal detected in 
said detecting step. 

15. Amethod according to claim 14. wherein the power of 
the transmitting spread spectrum signal is controlled accord 
ing to an envelope of the synchronizing signal in said 
controlling step. 

16. Amethod according to claim 14. wherein the power of 
the transmitting spread spectrum signal is controlled accord 
ing to integration of the synchronizing signal in said con 
trolling step. 

17. Amethod according to claim 14, wherein the power of 
the transmitting spread spectrum signal is controlled accord 
ing to voltage of the synchronizing signal in said controlling 
step. 

18. A method according to claim 14. wherein the syn 
chronizing signal outputted from the correlator. which is 
detected in said detecting step. is obtained from time base 
inversion of a spreading code in the received signal. 

19. A method according to claim 14, further comprising a 
step of synchronizing codes for receiving a spread spectrum 
signal according to the synchronizing signal. 

20. Amethod according to claim 19. wherein the codes are 
synchronized according to code start of a reference code and 
the synchronizing signal. 

* * * * * 
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