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RECYCLABLE FORK SHEET 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to pallets made of all paper products 
which serve as bases for unitized loads of products which are 
adapted for handling by forklift devices. 

Since about the turn of the century the wooden shipping 
pallet has been the cornerstone of materials handling. It has 
long been recognized that the wooden pallet is too heavy, 
bulky. and tremendously wasteful of increasingly scarce 
forest resources. For over ?fty years attempts have been 
made to provide improved alternatives to the wooden pallet. 
At the present time the slip sheet is the most widely used 
alternative to the wooden pallet. although other pallet 
designs. such as the all paper device shown in US. Pat Nos. 
5,111,754 and 5.291.837, and composite wood/paper con 
structions have achieved some market penetration. 
However. the wooden pallet continues to dominate the 
materials handling market. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Apallet is provided for unitized loads of products adapted 
for handling by forklift devices. The pallets are light weight. 
occupy a minimum space, are completely recyclable and 
work with common forklift devices. The straight forward 
construction of the pallet of the invention makes them 
particularly suitable for assembly in sheltered workshops. 
such as those run by Goodwill Industries to employ handi 
capped people, which workshops are strategically located 
throughout the United States. The pallet comprises a general 
?at sheet of a relatively stiif paper product having angle 
board a?ixed along the bottom surface of substantially all of 
at least one edge of the ?at sheet and to a depth of at least 
about one inch, the angle board extending vertically at least 
about one inch above the top surface of the ?at sheet. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a respective view of one embodiment of the 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view as indicated by the arrows 
2-2 of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a respective view of a slave pallet which may be 
used with the pallet of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Referring to the drawings, the pallet of the invention is 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The pallet comprises a ?at sheet 1 
to which are a?ixed two sections of angle board 3. The 
bottom 6 of the angle board 3 is secured to the bottom of ?at 
sheet 1 by staples 4. While staples are preferred, other means 
of af?xing the angle board 3 to the ?at sheet 1. such as glue. 
may be used if desired. If staples are used. the length of the 
staple should be perpendicular to the vertical side 5 of angle 
board 3 and. thus. to the edge of sheet 1. This reduces the 
possibility of the tines of the forklift device catching and 
tearing out one or more staples. ‘The number of staples used 
will depend on the size of the staples, the strength of the 
angle board. the strength of the ?at sheet, and the weight of 
the load with which the pallet is to be used. 

Flat sheet 1 may be made of any recyclable paper product 
such as corrugated board. laminated paperboard or ?ber 
board. The weight and type of paper product should be 
selected to provide the strength needed for the particular 
application. Thus if laminated paperboard (the material 
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frequently used for slipsheets) is used for the ?at sheet. the 
thickness may vary from about 25 to 125 thousandths of an 
inch. If ?berboard is used. greater thickness is needed and 
generally will be in the range of about 50 to about 250 
thousandths of an inch. For use over a wide range of load 
weights (i.e.. from about 100 up to about 5000 lbs.) it is 
preferred to use ?berboard about 100 thousandths of an inch 
thick. 

Angle board is a standard product principally used to 
secure the vertical corners of a unitized load of products. It 
is a rigid recyclable paper product made by laminating 
several layers of paper or paperboard together which are 
formed to produce two sides of about equal width at approxi 
mately a right angle to each other. Normally the angle will 
be between 75° and 90°. Generally the sides are between one 
and four inches wide and the board may be cut into any 
desired length. The thickness typically will be between 1/16 
and ‘A of an inch. It is preferred to use angle board which is 
about 180 thousandths of an inch thick. In the pallet of the 
invention sides one inch wide will generally permit adequate 
fastening strength. Wider sides. say about two inches each, 
should be used for obtaining greater strength and/or for 
providing a larger area on which to display advertising and 
promotional messages on the vertical side 5 as shown in 
FIG. 1. It is preferred to use angle board whose sides are two 
to two and a half inches wide. The rounded angle of the 
angle board, plus the extra thickness of the angle board, 
assists the entry of the lines of a forklift device under the 
bottom of ?at sheet 1 without entering sheet 1 and damaging 
the load. 
The embodiment shown in FIG. 1 illustrates angle boards 

3 a?ixed to two adjacent sides of ?at sheet 1. This provides 
entry by the tines of a forklift device from either of the two 
sides. Such an embodiment permits pinwheeling. A standard 
pallet is 40x48 inches. Federal law for some time limited 
truck trailers to an eight foot width. That has recently been 
changed to one hundred two inches. but large numbers of the 
old trailers are still in use. Subtracting the thickness of the 
trailer walls, the width available for the load is less than 96 
inches. Accordingly. two pallets cannot be loaded with their 
long dimensions across the width. On the other hand, if the 
pallets are loaded with their short dimensions across the 
Width. valuable space is wasted. Loading the pallets so that 
one long dimension and one short dimension are across the 
width of the trailer permits more e?icient utilization of 
trailer space. This is called pinwheeling and requires a pallet 
that provides two way entry as shown in FIG. 1. If desired. 
the pallet of the invention may also be made to provide one 
way, three way. or four way entry by a?ixing the angle board 
to one, three. or all four sides of sheet 1. 
The angle board extends for substantially the full length 

of the side to which it is a?ixed. If desired. the angle board 
may be slightly shorter than the edge to which it is affixed. 
i.e.. not more than about two inches at each end. and should 
be centered on the edge of sheet 1. This construction does 
not compromise the rigidity a?orded to the edge during 
entry of the forklift tines and permits an additional adjust 
ment in pallet width to accommodate the unitized load while 
permitting maximum utilization of trailer dimensions. 
On heavier loads. the pallets of the invention are prefer 

ably used With forklift devices equipped with fully tapered 
tines. With lighter loads. i.e.. those of a thousand pounds or 
less. the more common chiselpoint tines can be used. When 
one pallet load is placed on top of another. an extra pallet of 
the invention should ?rst be placed on the top of the bottom 
unitized load with the pallet inverted so that the vertical side 
of the added pallet hangs down. 
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When unitized loads of products are generated using the 
pallets ‘of the invention as bases for the loads. there will 
normally be a backstop provided by another palletized load, 
a warehouse wall, truck trailer bulkhead. etc. However. if 
there is no backstop, a slave pallet should be used to prevent 
the pallet and the unitized load thereon from sliding as the 
forklift tines seek to enter under the pallet. A suitable slave 
pallet is shown in FIG. 3. As shown a regular wooden pallet 
comprising vertical supports 8, bottom supports 9. and top 
supports 10 is modi?ed by nailing four parallel standard 
two><fours 11 on the top supports 10 forming channels about 
1% inches high. To use the slave pallet, a pallet of the 
invention is placed on top of the slave pallet and a unitized 
load is created on the pallet. When the unitized load is 
?nished, the tines of the forklift easily enter the channels 
provided by the two by fours without any sliding of the 
pallet of the invention and its associated load. 

If desired, the angle board and ?at sheet used in the pallets 
of the invention may be treated for water resistance and/or 
have non-skid surface coatings applied. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A paper pallet which serves as a base for a unitized load 

of products consisting essentially of a generally ?at sheet of 
a relatively stiff recyclable paper product having at least one 
edge, a bottom surface and a top surface, and an angle board 
of stiff laminated recyclable paper product; wherein the 
angle board having a ?rst portion a?ixed along the bottom 
surface and substantially all of and inwardly to a depth of at 
least one inch from said at least one edge of the ?at sheet, 
and a second portion extending at an angle of from about 75° 
to 90° from the ?rst portion and at least one inch above the 
top surface of the ?at sheet. . 

2. The pallet of claim 1 wherein the laminated paper 
product is stapled to the ?at sheet. 

3. The pallet of claim 1 where there are angle boards 
a?ixed to two adjacent sides of the ?at sheet. 


