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[57] ABSTRACT 

A holder for a beverage container for use with a crutch 
having a pair of bowed sides connected by a bearing portion 
at their upper ends, a leg portion at their lower ends, a hand 
grip connected between the sides and a pair of aligned 
apertures therethrough on an axis generally parallel to the 
axis of the hand grip. The beverage holder, in combination 
with the beverage container, includes an abutting attachment 
member spanning the bowed sides parallel to the pair of 
aligned apertures and wrapping around and resiliently 
engaging the pair of apertures from opposing sides of the 
crutch. The beverage holder further includes a hoop extend 
ing from the attachment member in a horizontal plane 
de?ning a circular receptacle for the beverage container and 
a downwardly depending beverage container stop extending 
below the hoop for providing a positive stop for the sup 
ported beverage container within the hoop. 

5 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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CRUTCH BEVERAGE HOLDER 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The ?eld of the invention relates to cup holders and, more 
particularly, to a beverage holder for attachment to and use 
with a crutch. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Beverage holders for vehicles (e.g., cars, trucks, boats, 
etc.) are generally known. Such holders are generally con 
structed of a pivoting ring attached to a ?xed bracket which 
is, in turn, al?xed to the body of the vehicle. The pivoting 
ring allows the beverage container to be maintained in a 
generally upright orientation even though the vehicle may be 
subject to varying accelerations and inclinations. 
Beverage holders are generally useful in providing a 

convenient receptacle for the beverage while the operator of 
the vehicle is otherwise occupied operating the vehicle. The 
holder is also useful in preventing upset of the beverage 
container during operation of the vehicle. 
While beverage holders for vehicles have been generally 

well received, the bene?ts of their use has not been recog 
nized by the physically handicapped. While it has been 
recognized that an operator of a vehicle may appreciate the 
convenience of the use of a beverage holder, such recogni 
tion has not been extended for the bene?t of people afflicted 
with ambulatory di?iculties (e.g., people on crutches). 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to provide a 
beverage holder that is adapted to ambulatory aids (e.g., 
crutches). 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a beverage 
holder which is adapted to ?t the existing structure of the 
ambulatory aid. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A holder for a beverage container for use with a crutch 
having a pair of bowed sides connected by a bearing portion 
at their upper ends, a leg portion at their lower ends, a hand 
grip connected between the sides and a pair of aligned 
apertures therethrough on an axis generally parallel to the 
axis of the hand grip. The beverage holder, in combination 
with the beverage container, includes an abutting attachment 
member spanning the bowed sides parallel to the‘ pair of 
aligned apertures and wrapping around and resiliently 
engaging the pair of apertures from opposing sides of the 
crutch. The beverage holder fln'ther includes a hoop extend 
ing from the attachment member in a horizontal plane 
de?ning a circular receptacle for the beverage container and 
a downwardly depending beverage container stop extending 
below the hoop for providing a positive stop for the sup 
ported beverage container within the hoop. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIGS. 1a and 1b are a front and side view, respectively. of 
the beverage holder in accordance with an embodiment of 
the invention attached to a crutch; 

FIG. 2 is a front perspective view of the beverage holder 
of FIG. 1 under an alternate embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a front perspective view of the beverage holder 
of FIG. 1 under an alternate embodiment; 

FIG. 4 is cut-away view showing mounting details of the 
beverage holder of FIG. 1; 

FIG. Sis a partial side view of the beverage container stop 
of FIG. 1; and 
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2 
FIGS. 60 and 6b are a front and side view. respectively, of 

an alternate embodiment of the beverage holder of FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODBVIENT 

FIG. 1 shows a front and side view of a crutch and novel 
beverage holder 10. Shown in phantom (FIG. 1b) is a 
beverage container 44 supported by the beverage holder 10. 
As shown, the crutch is constructed with a pair of bowed 
sides 12 having a bearing portion 14 and a leg portion 16 at 
a second end. A hand grip 18 is located between the bowed 
sides and secured within a pair of vertically aligned holes 20. 
The crutch is constructed such that the hand grip 18 may be 
located in any of a number of locations along the length of 
the crutch within a corresponding set of holes 20, 22, 24, 26, 
28. 

FIG. 2 is a front perspective view of the an alternative 
beverage holder 10. As shown the beverage holder 10 is 
constructed of an abutting attachment member 30. a hoop 36 
and a downwardly depending beverage container stop 38. 
The abutting attachment member 30 is, in turn, made up of 
a generally straight center portion 32 and end portions 34. 
The end portions 34 may be fabricated of a generally 
semicircular or rectangular shape to wrap around opposing 
sides 12 of the crutch and engage a pair of aligned holes 20, 
22, 24, 26, or 28 in the crutch for support. Upon engagement 
with the crutch, the straight portion 30 abuts against the 
bowed sides 12 in a transverse relationship during use 
thereby gaining torsional support for the cantilevered hoop 
36 extending from the abutting attachment member 30. 
The abutting attachment member 30 may be fabricated 

from a metal rod (e.g., #12 AWG steel wire) with end 
portions 34 formed on opposing ends. The hoop 36 and stop 
38 (FIG. 2) may be secured to the abutting attachment 
member by any appropriate joining technology (e.g., 
welding, brazing, etc.). 

Alternatively, in the preferred embodiment shown in FIG. 
1, the hoop 36 may be fabricated from the center portion 32 
of the abutting attachment member by bending the metal rod 
around a mandril to form a loop. Where opposing ends of the 
loop would otherwise meet, the rod may be bent back upon 
itself as shown in FIG. 2 to form the center portion 32 or the 
ends of the loop may be extended past one another to further 
improve the resiliency of attachment with the crutch. The 
end portions 34 may be created in the metal rod in a 
subsequent, or simultaneous, forming operation. 
The hoop 36 may be sized to hold any number of beverage 

containers. Under one embodiment the hoop may be sized to 
hold a styrofoam cup or soft drink can (e.g., having a 
diameter of 21/z—3"). 

In a preferred embodiment, the downwardly depending 
beverage container stop may also be fabricated of metal rod 
(e.g., #12 AWG steel wire). The stop 38 may be fabricated 
by ?rst bending a metal rod into a U-shape and then bending 
the joining portion 40 (FIG. 5) of the U-shape at right angles 
to the opposing ends 42 as shown in FIG. 5. The stop 38 may 
be secured to the abutting attachment member 30 by bending 
opposing ends 42 of the stop 38 around the attachment 
member 30 (see sectional view of FIG. 4) at the intersecting 
point of the hoop 36 and center portion 32. Joining the stop 
38 to the attachment member 30 at the intersecting point 
provides torsional support for the stop and rigidly maintains 
the stop 38 below a center portion of the hoop 36. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the beverage 
holder 10 may be fabricated of an appropriate plastic. 
Forming of the beverage holder 10 of plastic may be by 
injection molding or equivalent. 
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In another embodiment of the invention (FIG. 6), the 
downwardly depending stop 42 is attached to the center 
portion 32 proximate the intersection between the center 
portion 32 and end portions 34. Placing the attachment point 
of the stop 42 at the intersection of the center portion 32 and 
end portions 34 provides additional support for the stop 
portion 42 by allowing the stop 42 to also abut against the 
bowed sides 12, thereby gaining torsional support for the 
stop 42 in the support of the beverage container. 
A speci?c embodiment of novel apparatus for supporting 

a crutch beverage holder according to the present invention 
has been described for the purpose of illustrating the manner 
in which the invention is made and used. It should be 
understood that the implementation of other variations and 
modi?cations of the invention and its various aspects will be 
apparent to one skilled in the art, and mat the invention is not 
limited by the speci?c embodiments described. Therefore, it 
is contemplated to cover the present invention any and all 
modi?cations, variations, or equivalents that fall within the 
true spirit and scope of the basic underlying principles 
disclosed and claimed herein. 

I claim: ’ 

1. A holder for a beverage container for use with a crutch 
having a pair of bowed sides connected by a bearing portion 
at their upper ends, a leg portion at their lower ends, a hand 
grip connected between the sides and a pair of aligned 
apertures therethrough on an axis generally parallel to the 
axis of the hand grip, the beverage holder comprising, in 
combination with the beverage container: 
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4 
an abutting attachment member spanning the bowed sides 

parallel to the pair of aligned apertures and wrapping 
around and adapted to resiliently engage the pair of 
apertures, respectively, from opposing sides of the 
crutch; 

a hoop extending ?om the attachment member in a 
horizontal plane de?ning a circular receptacle for the 
beverage container; 

a downwardly depending beverage container stop extend 
ing from and below the hoop for providing a positive 
stop for supporting the beverage container within the 
hoop. 

2. The beverage holder as in claim 1 wherein opposing 
ends of the abutting attachment member wrapping around 
opposing sides of the crutch further comprise a formed metal 
rod having a generally semicircular shape. 

3. The beverage holder as in claim 2 wherein the abutting 
attachment member further comprises a metal rod forming a 
relatively straight center portion joining the end portions. 

4. The beverage holder as in claim 3 wherein a portion of 
the relatively straight center portion is formed into the hoop. 

5. The beverage holder as in claim 1 wherein the down 
wardly depending beverage container stop further comprises 
a support member generally parallel to the pair of bowed 
sides of the crutch, secured to the abutting attachment 
member at a ?rst end and having a stop member at a second 
end orthogonal to the support member. 

***** 


