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LIGHTED DISPLAY FIELD 

BACKGROUND AND SUMlVIARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

This invention relates to a lighted display ?eld and, more 
particularly, to a lighted display ?eld, such as for writing, 
symbols or the like, on a wall part of a vehicle. 

Luminous strips are known for use with vehicle tail lights. 
The luminous strips surround a wall part made, for example, 
of tinted glass. The Wall part is provided with a ?rm emblem 
Electric bulbs are provided behind the wall part. It is a 
disadvantage that the electric bulbs require a relatively large 
amount of space. 

Furthermore, the use of entrance strips on side members 
in the door area of a vehicle is also lmown. These entrance 
strips may comprise writing which is, however, not lighted. 
There is therefore needed a display ?eld for writing, 

symbols, or the like, designed in such a manner that it can 
be lighted under the appropriate space conditions and with 
low constructional expenditures. 

According to the present invention, these needs are by a 
lighted display ?eld, such as for writing, symbols or the like, 
on a wall part of a vehicle. Openings forming the writing or 
the symbols are provided on the wall part. A luminous foil 
is mounted on a covered side of the wall part. 

The principal advantages achieved by the present inven 
tion are that the ?eld which can be lighted can be provided 
in a simple manner on a wall part of a vehicle, an excellent 
aesthetic effect is produced, and the space requirements are 
relatively low. This wall part may also be installed as a 
retro?tted part. The glass-type intermediate part is, on the 
one hand, used as a support for the luminous foil and 
projects, on the other hand, by means of elevations into 
openings forming the writing or the symbols whereby a 
plane surface is created. This plane surface not only pro 
duces an additional aesthetic e?ect but also prevents dirt 
from depositing and facilitates cleaning operations. 
The luminous foil, which is to be operated through the use 

of alternating current, is connected to the direct-current 
wiring via a converter i.e., a separate current source is not 
required In addition, the luminous foil is operated by way 
of a door switch. The door switch is situated in the vehicle 
anyhow, in such a manner that the ?eld with the writing, the 
symbols or the like, is lighted when the door is open. 

Finally, the ?eld to be lighted may advantageously be 
assigned to a door entrance rail made of unpainted special 
steel. 

Other objects. advantages and novel features of the 
present invention will become apparent from the following 
detailed description of the invention when considered in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view from above a door sill of a 
vehicle having a ?eld which can be lighted according to the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken along Line 
11-11 of FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 3 is a schematic wiring diagram for the ?eld to be 
lighted. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the illustrated area in FIG. 1, a vehicle 1 has a 
passenger compartment 2 which is accessible by way of a 
door (not shown). Inside the passenger compartment 2, a 
seat 3 is shown. The seat 3 is laterally bounded by an 
entrance side member 4. The entrance side member 4 
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2 
includes an entrance rail 5 which consists, for example, of an 
unpainted special steel such as an 18/8 CrNi-steel or the like 
and which has, on an approximately horizontally aligned 
wall part 6, a ?eld 7 for writing 8 and symbols 9 which can 
be lighted. The writing 8 or the symbols 9 are formed by 
openings 10, 11, 12 and 13 which are machined out of the 
rail 5 via a laser application, stamping or the like. An 
illuminated foil 15 (FIG. 2) is mounted on a covered or 
underside side 14 of the wall part 6. The illuminated foil can 
be, for example, a foil having electroluminescence. Between 
the wall part 6 and the luminous foil 15, an intermediate part 
16 is provided which is made, for example, of a transparent, 
glass-type plastic material. such as plexiglass or the like. The 
transparent, glass-type plastic material projects into the 
openings 10, 11, 12 and 13 via elevations 17, 18, 19 and 20 
formed therein. These elevations are constructed to be 
surface-?ush with a visible side 21 of the wall part 6. The 
intermediate part 16 is fastened on the wall part 6 by means 
of gluing, screwing or the like. The fastening sites have 
reference numbers 22 and 23. The luminous foil 15, which 
has connection cables 24, 25, is fastened via an adhesive 
tape on the wall part and/or on the intermediate part. 

Referring to FIG. 3, using a converter 26, the luminous 
foil 15 is connected to the wiring 27 of the vehicle 1 and is 
switched on and off by means of an existing door switch 28 
which is constructed for operating a passenger compartment 
lighting system 29. 

Finally, the intermediate part 16 carries a surface part 30 
which supplements the symbol and which provides, for 
example, the same appearance as the entrance rail 5. 

Although the invention has been described and illustrated 
in detail, it is to be clearly understood that the same is by 
way of illustration and example, and is not to be taken by 
way of limitation. The spirit and scope of the present 
invention are to be limited only by the terms of the appended 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A lighted ?eld area providing a display on a vehicle, 

comprising: 
a door entrance rail of the vehicle, having a visible side 

and an underside, including openings which form the 
display; 

a luminous foil mounted on the underside of the door 
entrance rail, whereby an illumination of said luminous 
foil is visible through said openings to provide the 
lighted ?eld area, a glass-type intermediate part pro 
vided between the door entrance rail and the luminous 
foil; 

wherein the intermediate part has elevations which project 
into the openings so as to be ?ush with a top surface of 
the visible side of the door entrance rail. 

2. Lighted ?eld area according to claim 1, further com 
prising means for fastening the intermediate part to the door 
entrance rail. 

3. Lighted ?eld area according to claim 1, further com 
prising an adhesive tape fastening the luminous foil on at 
least one of the door entrance rail and the intermediate part. 

4. Lighted ?eld area according to claim 1, further com 
prising vehicle wiring connected to the luminous foil 
through a converter. 

5. Lighted ?eld area according to claim 1, further com 
prising a door switch, wherein the luminous foil is switched 
on via the door switch. 

6. Lighted ?eld area according to claim 1, wherein the 
intermediate part includes surface parts supplementing the 
formation of the display. 

7. Lighted ?eld area according to claim 1. wherein the 
display comprises at least one of writing and symbols. 

* * * * * 


