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INFUSION PUMP WITH SELECTIVE 
BACKLIGHT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to an infusion pump 
having a visual display for displaying messages and a 
backlight for illuminating the visual display. 
An infusion pump is used to automatically administer 

liquid medicant to a patient. The liquid medicant is Supplied 
from a source of medicant and pumped into the patient via 
a catheter or other injection device. The manner in which the 
liquid is infused is controlled by the infusion pump, which 
may have various modes of infusion, such as a continuous 
mode in which the liquid medicant is continuously infused 
at a constant rate, or a ramp mode in which the rate of 
infusion gradually increases, then remains constant, and then 
gradually decreases. 

Infusion pumps have been provided with features that 
save power during pump operation. For example, various 
methods of conserving power are disclosed in U.S. Pat. N 0. 
4,529,401 to Leslie, et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,685,903 to Cable, 
et al., U.S. Pat. No. 4,785,799 to Schoon, et al., U.S. Pat. No. 
4,838,860 to Groshong, et al., and U.S. Pat. No. 5,131,816 
to Brown, et a1. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is directed to an infusion method and 
apparatus for infusing liquid into a patient having a housing, 
a pump disposed in the housing and adapted to pump liquid 
through a conduit, a visual display for generating messages 
to the user of the infusion apparatus, a backlight associated 
with the visual display, means for generating an alarm in 
response to an alarm condition, and a light sensor that 
generates a signal indicative of the ambient light level where 
the infusion apparatus is being used. The infusion apparatus 
also includes control means coupled to the light sensor, the 
backlight, and the alarm-generating means for causing the 
backlight to be selectively activated based on the signal 
generated by the light sensor upon an alarm being generated. 
The selective illumination of the backlight saves power and 
is particularly advantageous when used in connection with 
ambulatory, battery-powered infusion pumps. 
The control means may cause the backlight to be activated 

when the ambient light level does not exceed a threshold 
value, and may cause the backlight to be automatically 
deactivated after a predetermined period of time. The control 
means may check the light sensor, and turn the backlight on 
if the sensed light level does not exceed the threshold, also 
upon a key of a keypad coupled to the infusion apparatus 
being pressed. 

These and other features and advantages of the present 
invention will be apparent to those of ordinary sldll in the art 
in view of the detailed description of the preferred 
embodiment, which is made with reference to the drawings, 
a brief description of which is provided below. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an ambulatory infusion 
pump and a ?rst type of cassette which is insertable into the 
Pump; 

FIG. 2A is a cross-sectional front view of a portion of the 
infusion pump of FIG. 1 with the cassette disposed therein; 

FIG. 2B is a cross-sectional side view of a portion of the 
infusion pump of FIG. 1 with the cassette disposed therein; 

FIG. 3A is a cross-sectional front view of a portion of the 
infusion pump of FIG. 1 with a second type of cassette 
disposed therein; 
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2 
FIG. 3B is a cross-sectional side view of a portion of the 

infusion pump of FIG. 1 with the second type of cassette 
disposed therein; 

FIG. 4A is a cross-sectional side view of the ?rst type of 
cassette in which a ?exible tube is clamped; 

FIG. 4B is a top view of the cassette of FIG. 4A; 
FIG. 5A is a front elevational view of a platen which 

forms part of the cassette of FIG. 4A; 
FIG. 5B is a side elevational view of the platen of FIG. 

5A; 
FIG. 6 is cross-sectional side view of a portion of the 

infusion pump; 
FIG. 7 is a block diagram of the electronic components of 

the infusion pump of FIG. 1; 
FIGS. 8A-8C illustrate various embodiments of the cas 

sette sensor shown schematically in FIG. 7; 
FIG. 9 is a ?owchart of the overall operation of the 

infusion pump; 
FIG. 10 is a ?owchart of the ready-to-run step shown 

schematically in FIG. 9; 
FIG. 11 is a ?owchart of the operating system utilized by 

the infusion pump; 
FIG. 12 is a ?owchart of a turn-off routine performed 

during the operation of the infusion pump; 
FIGS. 13A-13C are ?owcharts of three sensor routines 

performed during the operation of the infusion pump; 
FIG. 14 is a ?owchart of a backlight routine performed 

during the operation of the infusion pump; and 
FIG. 15 illustrates a number of data-recording steps 

performed during the operation of the infusion pump. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

A preferred embodiment of a battery-powered, ambula 
tory infusion pump 10 in accordance with the invention is 
illustrated in FIG. 1 along with a ?rst type of cassette 12 
which is insertable into the pump 10. The portable pump 10 
may be carried in a pouch or other device (not shown) 
attached to a patient so that the pump 10 may be carried 
wherever the patient goes. 
The infusion pump 10 has a keypad 14 via which a user 

may input data and commands, a selectively backlighted, dot 
matrix display 16 for displaying textual messages to the user, 
a light sensor 18 for detecting the level of ambient light, and 
a pair of light-emitting diodes (LED) 20, a green LED for 
indicating the normal operation of the pump 10 and a red 
LED for indicating an alarm or abnormal operating condi 
tion of the pump 10. As described below, the level of light 
sensed by the ambient light sensor 18 is used to control when 
the display 16 is backlighted. 
A door 30 is pivotally attached to the upper portion of the 

infusion pump 10 via a number of hinges 32. The underside 
of the door 30, which is shown in FIG. 1, has a pair of slots 
formed therein in which a pair of metal rods 35 are ?xed. As 
described below, each of the metal rods 35 selectively 
engages a pair of slidable latching members to retain the 
door 30 in the closed position during operation of the pump 
10. 
An arcuate metal leaf spring 36 is disposed on the 

underside of the door 30. The two ends of the leaf spring 36 
are anchored by a pair of retaining elements 38 ?xed to the 
door 30. When the cassette 12, in which a ?exible silicon 
tube 40 is disposed, is inserted into the pump 10 and the door 
30 is closed, the leaf spring 36 makes contact with and 



5,637,093 
3 

applies a downward force on the upper surface 42 of a 
vertically movable platen 44. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 4B, 
the upper surface 42 of the platen 44 is disposed within an 
elongated slot or aperture 43 disposed in the upper surface 
of the cassette housing 12. The platen 44 has a lower curved 
surface 46 against which the ?exible tube 40 is pressed by 
a number of rollers 48 disposed on a conventional rotary 
pump wheel 49 (see FIG. 2A) to facilitate pumping of liquid 
through the tube 40. The rotary pump wheel 49 is ?xed to a 
gear 50 (FIG. 2B) which is driven by a drive belt (not 
shown) connected to a DC motor 51 (FIG. 7) via a gear drive 
assembly (not shown). 

Liquid is supplied to the tube 40 via a supply tube 52 
connected to a source of liquid, which may be a liquid 
supply container or bag (not shown) ?xed to the housing of 
the pump 10. The liquid is infused into the patient via a 
catheter or other injection device (not shown) ?uidly con 
nected to a length of tubing 54 ?uidly connected to the tube 
40. The tubing 52. 54 may comprise conventional polyvi 
nylchloride (PVC) tubing having an outside diameter 
slightly larger than the inside diameter of the ?exible tube 40 
so that the tubing 52, 54 may be inserted into the ?exible 
tube 40 to effect a liquid-tight seal. 

The tubing 52, 54 may be solvent-bonded to the cassette 
housing 12, which is plastic, to prevent the tubing 52, 54 
from being inadvertently pulled from the tube 40. As shown 
in FIG. 4A, the bottom portion of the cassette 12 has two 
semi-circular retaining members 56 integrally formed 
therewith, each of which abuts a portion of the ?exible tube 
40 where it overlaps the tubing 52. 54 to further prevent the 
tubing 52, 54 from being inadvertently pulled from the tube 
40. A second pair of similar semi-circular retaining members 
are integrally formed with the pump housing at a point 
directly below the retaining members 56, as shown in FIGS. 
2A and 3A, for the same purpose. 

The cassette 12 has a ?ow-stop mechanism 60 that 
automatically clamps the ?exible tube 40 shut when the 
cassette 12 is not disposed in the pump 10 or when the pump 
door 30 is open. The ?ow-stop mechanism 60, which is 
shown in detail in FIGS. 2A and 2B, has a housing 62 in 
which a vertically displaceable ?ow-stop member 64 and a 
spring 66 are disposed. As shown in FIG. 2B, the ?exible 
tube 40 passes through a slot 68 formed in the ?ow-stop 
member 64, and the spring 66 biases the ?ow-stop member 
64 upwardly. 
While the cassette 12 is disposed in the pump 10 with the 

door 30 closed. one of the spring retaining members 38 
makes contact with an upper surface 70 of the ?ow-stop 
member 64, thus preventing the spring 66 from forcing the 
?ow-stop member 64 upwards enough to cause the ?exible 
tube 40 to be ?attened by the bottom surface of the slot 68. 
When the door 30 is opened, or when the cassette 12 is not 
disposed within the pump 10, the spring 66 forces the 
?ow-stop member 64 upwards a distance su?icient to ?atten 
the ?exible tube 40, as shown in FIG. 4A, so as to prevent 
any liquid ?ow therethrough. 
When the cassette 12 is in the pump 10, as the pump door 

30 is closed. one of the rollers 48 of the rotary pump wheel 
49 will make contact with the ?exible tube 40. causing it to 
be clamped shut, as shown in FIGS. 2A and 3A, and then 
subsequently, as the door 30 closes further. the flow stop 
member 64 will be forced downwards, unclamping the 
?exible tube 40. Thus, the tube 40 will be clamped at all 
times. either by one of the rollers 48 or by the ?ow stop 
member 64. Similarly. as the door 30 is opened. the ?ow stop 
member 64 will clamp the ?exible tube 40 before the 
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4 
roller(s) 48 of the rotary pump wheel 49 unclarnp the tube 
40, thus preventing any liquid free-?ow through the tube 40. 
When the cassette 12 is not inserted into the pump 10. the 

?ow-stop mechanism 60 may be disabled by manually 
aligning a bore 74 (FIG. 2B) in the ?ow-stop housing 62 
with a bore 76 in the ?ow-stop member 64 and inserting a 
pin 78 (see FIG. 1) into the aligned bores 74, 76. When 
placed in the bores 74, 76. the pin 78 will prevent the 
?ow-stop member 64 from being displaced upwardly by the 
spring 66, and thus prevent the ?exible tube 44 from being 
?attened and the liquid ?ow from being cut off. 

FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate a second type of cassette, 
which is shown disposed within the infusion pump 10. The 
only di?’erence between the two types of cassettes 12 is the 
size and shape of the bottom portion of the ?ow-stop 
member 64. The bottom portion of the ?ow-stop member 64 
of the ?rst type of cassette 12, shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, 
is generally spherical and does not extend outside of the 
?ow-stop housing 62. The bottom portion of the ?ow-stop 
member 64 of the second type of cassette 12, shown in 
FIGS. 3A and 3B, has a downwardly angled ?nger 82 that 
extends through a circular bore 84 disposed in the bottom of 
the ?ow-stop housing 62. 

Referring to FIGS. 4A and 4B, the cassette 12 has a length 
L of approximately 9.7 centimeters (cm), a height H of 
approximately 1.5 cm.v and a width W of approximately 0.8 
cm. The outer diameter of the ?exible tube 40 (when 
undistorted) is approximately 0.4 cm. 
The upper surface 42 of the platen 44, which is shown in 

FIGS. 4A and 4B, has an elongated central aperture 86 
formed therein and is slightly curved to generally conform 
to the arcuate shape of the leaf spring 36. As shown in FIGS. 
5A and 5B, the platen 44 has a bottom portion 90 and a top 
portion 92, the bottom portion 90 being wider than the top 
portion 92. The top portion 92 of the platen 44 is loosely 
disposed within the slot 43 (FIG. 4B) formed in the cassette 
12 and is retained in the slot 43 only by the presence of the 
?exible tube 40 beneath the bottom of the platen 44, as 
shown in FIG. 4A. 
The infusion pump 10 has a latching mechanism 100, 

illustrated in FIG. 6, for retaining the door 30 in its closed 
position. Referring to FIG. 6. the latching mechanism 100 
includes a pair of horizontally slidable metal plates 102a, 
102b which are supported by a ?at portion of a rotary pump 
wheel housing 104 and a pair of support beams 106. Each of 
the metal plates 102a, 10211 has a respective pair of curved 
latch members 108a, 108b integrally formed therewith. A 
pair of independently operable door-release buttons 110a, 
110b are disposed on either side of the infusion pump 10. 
Each door-release button 110a, 11% has a hollow cylindri 
cal body portion 112a, 11211 and a central member 114a, 
114b disposed within the hollow body portion 112a, 1121). 
Each of the central members 114a, 114b engages a respec 
tive end of one of the slidable plates 102a, 10%. A pair of 
annular slots 116a, 116b are formed in the body portions 
112a, 112b, and a pair of ridges 118a, 118b integrally formed 
with the pump housing are disposed within the slots 116a, 
116b to limit the horizontal displacement of the door-release 
buttons 110a, 11%. 

Each of the slidable plates 102a, 1021: has a respective 
central aperture 120a, 12% disposed therein, and a spring 
122 is disposed within both the of central apertures 120a, 
12% so as to spring-bias or force each of the slidable plates 
102a, 102b against the central member 114a, 1l4b of the 
door-release button 110a, 1101; with which the end of the 
slidable plate 102a, l02b makes contact. The spring 122 
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may be retained within the apertures 120a, 12% by an 
L-shaped retaining member (not shown). 
As shown in FIG. 6, the two curved latches 108a, 108b of 

each of the plates 102a, 1021; engage both of the rods 35 
?xed to the underside of the pump door 30, due to the force 
of the spring 122, thus preventing the door 30 from being 
opened. Each plate 102a, 1021) alone is su?icient to keep the 
door 30 closed. To open the door 30, both of the door-release 
buttons 110a, 11% must be simultaneously depressed, in 
which case the slidable plates 102a, 102b are moved, against 
the force of the spring 122, to cause the curved latches 108a, 
108b to disengage the metal rods 35, thus allowing the door 
30 to be opened. The door 30 may be provided with a spring 
or other means (not shown) to cause the door 30 to open 
automatically when both of the door-release buttons 110a, 
11% are pressed. Since both of the door-release buttons 
110a, 110b must be actuated to open the door 30, any 
inadvertent opening of the door 30 due to the infusion pump 
10 being dropped or jarred is reduced or eliminated 
A block diagram of the electronics of the infusion pump 

10 is shown in FIG. 7. Referring to FIG. 7, the infusion 
pump 10 includes a controller 200 with a built-in analog 
to-digital (A/D) converter 200a, an electrically program 
mable read-only memory (EPROM) 204 having a built-in 
input/output (I/O) interface 204a, a random-access memory 
(RAM) 208, a real-time clock 210 and the display 16, all of 
which are interconnected by a communications bus 212. The 
display 16 has a backlight 220 which is selectively activated 
by an enable signal generated on a line 222 interconnecting 
the controller 200 and the backlight 220. Both the RAM 208 
and the real-time clock 210 are connected to a battery 214 
which supplies power to them only in the absence of system 
power (generated by a second battery 282). Since it is 
always powered, the RAM 208 is a non-volatile memory. 
The controller 200, which may be a conventional micro 

controller such as an 80C196IG3 commercially available 
from Intel Corporation, controls an audible alarm generator 
230 via a line 232, the LEDs 20 via a line 234, and an 
ampli?er circuit 236 via a line 238. The ampli?er circuit 236 
is connected to drive the pump motor 51 which drives the 
rotary pump wheel 49. During normal operation, the con 
troller 200 also sends a periodic signal to a conventional 
watchdog timer 250 via a line 252. If the controller 200 
should fail to transmit the periodic signal to the watchdog 
timer 250, which would indicate failure or malfunction of 
the controller 200, the watchdog timer 250 transmits a signal 
via a line 260 to cause the alarm 230 to sound, transmits a 
signal via a line 262 to cause the red LED to be illuminated, 
and transmits a signal via a line 264 to the ampli?er circuit 
236 to cause the pump motor 51 to stop. 
The pump 10 has a number of sensors which sense various 

conditions relating to the operation of the pump. These 
sensors include an input pressure sensor 270 for detecting 
the liquid pressure within the ?exible tube 40 at a point 
upstream of the rotary pump wheel 49 and an output 
pressure sensor 272 for detecting the liquid pressure within 
the ?exible tube 40 at a point downstream of the rotary pump 

_ wheel 49. The input pres sure sensor 270 generates an analog 
signal, indicative of the input pressure, which is transmitted 
to the AID converter 200a via a line 274, and the output 
pressure sensor 272 generates an analog signal, indicative of 
the output pressure, which is transmitted to the A/D con 
verter 200a via a line 276. Each of the pressure sensors 270, 
272, which detect occlusions with the ?exible tube 40 or the 
tubing 52, 54 connected thereto, may be provided in the 
form of a strain gauge or beam (not shown) which is in 
contact with the exterior of the ?exible tube 40 and a 
high-gain ampli?er (not shown) connected to the strain 
beam. 
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The pressure sensors 270, 272 are connected to and 

receive power from a power switch 280 which is connected 
to a battery 282 through a system power switch 284, a 
voltage regulator 286, and a system power line 287. The 
system power switch 284 selectively supplies power from 
the battery 282 to the voltage regulator 286 based on the 
state of a pump on/off switch 288 connected to the system 
power switch 284. The power switch 280 is controlled by the 
controller 200 via the bus 212, the I/O interface 204a, and 
a line 294 which interconnects the I/O interface 204a and the 
power switch 280. 
The pump 10 has an air-in-line sensor 300, which may be 

provided in the form of a conventional piezoelectric trans 
mitter and receiver (not shown) coupled to a sensing circuit 
(not shown), to detect the presence of any signi?cant air 
bubbles within the ?exible tube 40. The air-in-line sensor 
300 receives power from a power switch 302 which is 
connected to the system power line 287 and controlled by 
the controller 200 via a line 304 connected to the I/O 
interface 204a. 
The pump 10 has a shaft encoder sensor 308 and a 

Hall-e?’ect sensor 310 which receive power from a power 
switch 312 coupled to the system power line 287 and 
controlled by the controller 200 via a line 314. The shaft 
encoder sensor 308, which is disposed on the shaft of the 
motor 51, may be a two-phase motion sensing encoder 
which provides two signal outputs to the controller 200. The 
rotational speed of the motor 51 and its direction of rotation 
are determined by the controller 200 based upon the rate and 
phase relationship between the two signal outputs. The 
Hall-effect sensor 310 is disposed adjacent the rotary pump 
wheel 49 and detects magnetic encoding on the pump wheel 
49 for detecting rotation of the Wheel 49. ‘ 

A cassette sensor 320, which is also connected to the 
power switch 312, detects the type of cassette which is 
inserted into the pump 10. As described below, the pump 10 
may accept different types of cassettes and take diiferent 
operating actions based upon the type of cassette which is 
inserted. Various possible embodiments of the cassette sen 
sor 320 are shown in FIGS. 8A-8C. Each embodiment 
includes a force-sensitive resistive element 322 disposed in 
a sensing circuit. The circuits of FIGS. 8A and 8B act as 
force-to-voltage converters (the ampli?er 323 in FIG. 8B is 
an operational ampli?er), and the circuit of FIG. 8C (which 
includes a Schmidtt trigger 32A) acts as a foroe-to-frequency 
converter. 
The force is generated by the physical contact between the 

downwardly angled ?nger 82 of the second type of cassette 
12 shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B and the force-sensitive 
resistive element 322 when the cassette 12 is inserted into 
the pump 12 and the door 30 is closed. Since the ?rst type 
of cassette 12 shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B has no down 
wardly extending ?nger, the insertion of that type of cassette 
does not result in any physical contact with the force 
sensitive resistive element 322. Thus, the resistance of the 
resistive element 322 changes only when the second type of 
cassette 12 is inserted, thus causing the cassette sensor 320 
to generate an electrical signal (a voltage signal in the cases 
of FIGS. 8A and 8B and a frequency signal in the case of 
FIG. 8C) indicative of the type of cassette inserted on a line 
325 connected to the I/O interface 204a. The force-sensitive 
resistive element 322 is a conventional component which is 
commercially available from Interlink Electronics of 
Carpinteria, Calif. As described below, other types of sen 
sors may be utilized. 

Referring to FIG. 7, the ambient light sensor 18 is 
connected to a power switch 326 which is controlled by the 
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controller 200 via a line 328 from the I/O interface 204a. 
Signals generated by a door-open sensor 330. a bolus 
infusion request switch 332, and the keypad 14 are trans 
mitted to the controller 200 via the I/O interface 204a. 
Although not shown in FIG. 7 for purposes of simplicity, the 
controller 200, the EPROM 204, the RAM 208 and the 
display 16 are also connected to and receive power from the 
system power line 287. 
The operation of the infusion pump 10 is controlled by a 

computer program stored in the EPROM 204 and executed 
by the controller 200. A ?owchart of the overall operation is 
illustrated in FIG. 9. Referring to FIG. 9, when the pump 10 
is turned on via the on/o?’ switch 288, at step 402 the pump 
is initialized and a test of the pump operation is performed. 
The pump 10 may be turned off temporarily during an 
infusion, in which case the pump 10 may continue the 
infusion when it is turned back on. as described below. At 
step 404, if there is any remaining volume of liquid to be 
infused by the pump or any additional time remaining for an 
infusion. which would be the case where the pump was 
temporarily turned 011‘ during an infusion, the program 
branches to step 406, where the user is asked, via a message 
displayed on the display 16, whether the previous infusion 
should be resumed. If the user answers yes (via the keyboard 
14), the program branches to a ready-to-run step 410. If the 
previous infusion is not to be resumed, the program branches 
to step 412. 

The infusion pump 10 has a lockout mode in which the 
user may be prevented from programming the infusion 
parameters, such as the volume to be infused or the rate of 
infusion. For example, the pump 10 could be programmed 
by a medical assistant to deliver a particular infusion having 
a particular ?ow pro?le. ?ow rate and volume to be infused. 
After programming that infusion, the medical assistant could 
place the pump in lockout mode, which would prevent the 
patient ?om changing any of the infusion parameters. At 
step 412. if the pump 10 has been previously placed in 
lockout mode, the program branches directly to the ready 
to-run step 410, bypassing all programming steps. 
At step 412.. if the pump is not in lockout mode, the 

program branches to step 414. at which point the program 
prompts the user. via the display 16, to input whether the 
patient should be allowed to program the pump during the 
subsequent infusion. If the pump is not to be programmable, 
the program branches to step 416 where a lockout sequence 
is performed by requesting the user to input which infusion 
modes should be locked out If the pump is to be program 
mable by the patient, the program bypasses step 416. 
The infusion pump 10 has ?ve basic modes of infusion: 1) 

a continuous mode in which the pump delivers a single 
volume at a single rate; 2) an auto-ramp mode in which the 
pump delivers liquid at a rate that gradually increases to a 
threshold rate, stays constant at the threshold rate, and then 
gradually decreases; 3) an intermittent mode in which the 
pump delivers discrete liquid volumes spaced over relatively 
long periods of time, such as a liquid volume every three 
hours; 4) a custom mode in which the pump can be pro 
grammed to deliver a unique infusion rate during each of 25 
different time periods; and 5) a pain-controlled analgesic 
(PCA) mode during which the pump will periodically infuse 
boluses of analgesic in response to periodic requests by the 
patient, which requests are made via the bolus-request key 
332. 

At step 418. the pump 10 generates on the display 16 the 
prompt “Continuous?” to the user. If the user desires to use 
the pump in its continuous mode, the user answers “yes” via 
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the keypad 14, and the program branches to step 420 at 
which the continuous mode is programmed by the user by 
entering a number of infusion parameters, such as the 
desired infusion rate, the volume to be infused, etc. At step 
418, if the user does not want to use the continuous mode, 
the user answers “No,” and the program branches to step 
422. Steps 422-436 are generally the same as steps 418 and 
420, except that the user may be prompted for different 
infusion parameters. depending on which of the ?ve possible 
infusion modes is selected. 

After the completion of one of the steps 420, 424, 428, 
432, or 436, the program branches to the ready-to-run step 
410, a ?owchart of which is shown in FIG. 10. Referring to 
FIG. 10, the ready-to-run step 410 includes a step 440 at 
which the infusion rate and the volume to be infused which 
were entered during one of the programming steps 4220, 424, 
428, 432, 436, are shown on the display 16. Then the 
program waits at step 442 until the “Run” key of the keypad 
14 is pressed, at which point the program branches to step 
444 where the cassette sensor 320 is checked to determine 
which type of cassette has been inserted into the infusion 
pump 10. 

The infusion pump 10 has the capability to alter its 
operation based upon the type of cassette 12 which is 
inserted into the pump 10, as determined by the cassette 
sensor 320. In one embodiment, the insertion of the cassette 
12 shown in FIGS. 3A-3B, which is referred to herein as a 
“micro-set,” prevents the infusion pump 10 from performing 
an infusion if the programmed infusion rate exceeds a 
predetermined limit. In this embodiment, at step 446, if a 
micro-set has been installed, the program branches to step 
448 where the infusion rate parameters entered during one of 
the programming steps 420-436 are checked. At step 450, if 
the programmed infusion rate exceeds the predetermined 
limit, which may be 99.9 milliliters/hour, the program 
branches to step 452 where the pump generates a message on 
the display 16 to that e?’ect and branches back to step 440 
upon any key being pressed at step 454. If a micro-set was 
not installed as determined at step 446, the program skips 
steps 448-454 and branches directly to the run mode 460 
shown in FIG. 9. 

Referring back to FIG. 9. during the run mode 460, the 
pump 10 infuses the patient with a liquid medicant in 
accordance with the infusion mode selected at one of steps 
418, 422, 426, 430, 434 and the infusion parameters entered 
at one of steps 420, 424, 428, 432, 436. The pump 10 
remains in the run mode 460 until the hold key is pressed, 
as determined at step 462. Upon the occurrence of an alarm 
condition. an alarm is reported at step 464. 
At step 462, if the hold key is pressed, the infusion is 

stopped at step 466, and the pump 10 waits for the run key 
to be pressed at step 468 or the on/otf switch to be turned otf 
at step 470. 

Summarizing the operation described above, if the pump 
is to be utilized in lockout mode, a medical assistant turns 
the pump on, programs the desired infusion mode at one of 
steps 420, 424. 428, 432, 436, and then turns the pump off. 
The programmed infusion parameters will be retained in the 
nonvolatile memory 208. The medical assistant would then 
turn the pump back on, press the “No” key in response to the 
“Programmable?” prompt at step 414, enter the lockout 
information at step 416, and then turn the pump off again. 
When the patient subsequently turned on the pump to 
perform the infusion (after a cassette 12 is primed with the 
liquid to be infused and inserted into the pump), the program 
would proceed from step 412 directly to the ready-to-run 
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step 410, which would prevent the patient from altering the 
infusion parameters. ' 

If the lockout mode was not utilized, the medical assistant 
or the patient could turn the pump on, program the desired 
infusion mode, and then press the “Run” key to start the 
infusion without ever turning the pump off. 
The ability of the pump to take different actions based 

upon the type of cassette inserted into the pump could be 
utilized in many ways. For example, the pump could be 
utilized with any of four different types of cassettes, and the 
pump could be preprogrammed with a unique infusion mode 
and/or a unique set of infusion parameters for each type of 
cassette. 

The different infusion modes could be based on the liquid 
medicant to be infused. For some liquid medicants, it may be 
desirable to utilize the auto-ramp mode of infusion so as not 
to “shock” the patient by starting the infusion at a relatively 
large ?ow rate. These liquid medicants would be used with 
a type of cassette that, when inserted into the pump, would 
cause the pump to automatically set the infusion mode to the 
auto-ramp mode. Thus, in this example, the program illus 
trated in FIG. 9 would branch from step 414 directly to step 
424 without any intervening programming steps. For other 
liquid medicants, the continuous mode of infusion may be 
appropriate. The infusion parameters entered at one of steps 
420, 424, 428, 432, 436 could also be customized based 
upon the type of cassette inserted and/or the liquid medicant 
to be infused. 

Different types of cassettes could be distinguished by the 
pump 10 based upon the length (or ?exibility) of the 
?ow-stop member (which could have four slightly different 
lengths or ?exibilities), so that four distinct forces would be 
generated on the force-sensitive resistive element 322, or in 
a conventional manner based upon other structural features 
of the cassette. 

For example, two light detectors could be disposed side 
by side in the top portion of the pump, each light detector 
having a transmitter which transmits a light beam to an 
associated receiver. Each cassette could be uniquely identi 
?ed by the presence (or absence) of two notches, each notch 
being positioned adjacent one of the light detectors. Each 
light detector would detect the presence of a notch because 
the light beam would be uninterrupted when the cassette was 
inserted into the pump, whereas the absence of a notch 
would cause the light beam to be interrupted upon insertion 
of the cassette. Thus, the use of two light detectors and two 
associated notch locations would allow detection of four 
different types of cassettes, thus allowing four pre 
programmed modes of pump operation. 
A ?owchart of the operating system 500 of the infusion 

pump 10 is illustrated in FIG. 11. The operating system 500 
determines how the operations and tasks shown in the 
?owchart of FIG. 9 are performed. 

If the pump is in the run mode 460 shown in FIG. 9 and 
the pump is infusing at a relatively low ?ow rate, the pump 
may operate in a sleep mode which utilizes a relatively low 
rate of power consumption from the battery 282, such as 50 
microamperes. When in the sleep mode, the controller 200 
does not execute any instructions of the computer program, 
and its internal clocks are turned off. The pump is periodi 
cally placed in an idle mode which utilizes an intermediate 
rate of power consumption, such as 8 milliamperes. When 
the pump is in the idle mode, the controller 200 does not 
execute any instructions of the computer program, but its 
internal clocks continue to run. If the pump is in neither the 
sleep mode nor the idle mode, the computer program is 
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executed and the internal clocks in the controller 200 run. In 
this operating mode, power is consumed at a relatively high 
rate, such as 17 milliamperes. 

Referring to FIG. 11, if the pump is not operating in the 
run mode 460 as determined at step 502, the program 
branches to step 504 where any of the processing tasks of 
steps 402-436 of FIG. 9 may be perfonned. As described 
above, these tasks relate to the initial programming of the 
infusion pump 10 and are user-interactive. When there are 
no more of such tasks to be performed, for example, where 
the user has paused during the programming of the pump or 
has completed the pump programming, the program 
branches to step 506, where the controller 200 is placed in 
its idle mode, described above, via a software command. 
The controller 200 exits the idle mode upon the generation 
of an interrupt that is generated at step 508. The interrupt is 
periodically generated by the controller 200, for example, 
every 20 milliseconds. 

Thus, when the pump is not in the run mode 460, the 
program cycles through steps 502-508 where it alternately 
performs at step 504 one or more of the processing tasks 
shown at steps 402-436 in FIG. 9 and is idled at step 506 to 
conserve battery power. 

Under certain conditions, the pump may operate in the 
sleep mode described above. The pump may operate in the 
sleep mode when it is in the run mode 460 (FIG. 9) and is 
pumping below a relatively low infusion rate threshold, such 
as ?ve milliliters/hour. 
To deliver such a low infusion rate. the motor 51 is not 

activated continuously, but is instead turned on periodically 
(the motor-51 has a minimum rate at which it must be driven 
or else it will stall) to deliver a relatively small volume of 
liquid medicant, 5O rnicroliters for example, and then is 
turned off. It is when the motor 51 is turned off when the 
controller 200 is placed in the sleep mode. When the 
programmed infusion rate is below the threshold, the fre 
quency with which the motor turns on and off is determined 
by the programmed infusion rate. If the programmed infu 
sion rate is above the threshold, the motor 51 will pump 
continuously. 

Refen-ing to FIG. 11, at step 510, if the pump is not in a 
stealth mode (described below), the program branches to 
step 512 where a number of processing tasks relating to the 
infusion may be performed. At step 514, the watchdog timer 
250 is strobed, and at step 516 the program determines 
whether the controller 200 may be placed in the sleep mode. 
As described above, the controller 200 may be placed in the 
sleep mode if the infusion rate is less than a predetermined 
threshold rate. There are also other conditions which must be 
satis?ed. For example, the motor 51 cannot be active, an 
audio beep (in response to a key being pressed for example) 
cannot be active, no timed functions can be active (such as 
a timed LED illumination), the backlight 220 cannot be on, 
and the display 16 cannot be scrolling text. If these condi 
tions are satis?ed, the program branches to step 520 where 
the power to a number of sensors is turned off, and to step 
522 where the controller 200 is placed in its sleep mode. 
The controller 200 remains in the sleep mode until it is 

“awakened” by any of three occurrences: 1) any key being 
pressed, including the bolus-request key 332; 2) the watch 
dog timer timing out; or 3) a one-second strobe generated by 
the real-time clock 210. In the absence of conditions 1) and 
2), the controller 200 will be awakened every second by the 
strobe from the real-time clock 210. Upon being awakened, 
the internal clocks of the controller 200 are started at step 
524, and the program branches to step 508 where it waits for 
the next 20 ms interrupt generated by the controller 200. 
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The infusion pump 10 also has a stealth mode relating to 
the intermittent infusion mode of FIG. 9. In this mode, the 
pump 10 delivers an infusion spaced at relatively large time 
intervals, such as minutes or hours. Between infusions, the 
pump is placed in a stealth mode in which the controller 200 
is put to sleep. 

FIG. 12 illustrates an off-control routine 530 that is 
periodically invoked to determine whether the on/o?" switch 
288 (FIG. 7) of the infusion pump 10 has been turned off. In 
that case. as determined at step 532. the program branches 
to step 534 where it determines if it is okay to turn the pump 
off (it is okay to turn the pump o? as long as it is not in the 
run mode 460). If it is okay to turn the power off, the 
program branches to step 536. If the pump is not in the 
intermittent mode as determined at step 536, the power is 
turned off. If the pump is in the intermittent mode. the 
program branches to step 538, which determines whether 
there are any more periodic doses (infusions) to be made. If 
there are no more doses, the power is turned off. 

If there is at least one additional dose, the pump is placed 
in the stealth mode at step 540. Referring back to step 510 
of FIG. 11. if the pump is in the stealth mode. the program 
branches to step 550, which determines whether the next 
dose in the intermittent mode is scheduled within the next 30 
minutes. If not, the program branches to steps 520-522 
where the controller 200 is put to sleep. 

If the next dose is within 30 minutes as determined at step 
550, the program branches to step 552, where it determines 
whether the time until the next dose, or the time after that 
dose if not given. is a multiple of ten minutes. If it is. then 
the program branches to step 554, where the pump 10 
generates an audible beep to the user as a reminder that the 
next dose is a multiple of ten minutes away. Thus. when the 
intermittent infusion mode is being used and the pump is in 
the stealth mode, the patient is given three audible warnings 
that the next dose is imminent. a ?rst warning at 30 minutes 
prior to the dose. a second warning at 20 minutes prior to the 
dose, and a third warning at 10 minutes prior to the dose. If 
the next dose is not given on schedule, a fourth warning is 
generated at the time of the dose, and three additional 
warnings, spaced 10 minutes apart, are given after the time 
for the dose. 

During the operation of the infusion pump 10, a number 
of the sensors used to sense various conditions may be 
turned on only when they are active in order to conserve 
battery power. The sensors that are selectively turned on 
include the input pressure sensor 270, the output pressure 
sensor 272. the air-in-line detector 300, the shaft encoder 
308. the Hall-effect sensor 310 and the ambient light sensor 
18. These powering of these sensors is controlled by a 
number of computer program routines, three of which are 
illustrated in FIGS. 13A-13C. 

Referring to FIG. 13A, a pressure sensor routine 600 may 
be used for the selective powering of the input and output 
pressure sensors 270, 272. If it is time to check either the 
input pressure or the output pressure in the ?exible tube 40 
as determined at step 602, the power supplied to both 
pressure sensors 270. 272 is turned on at step 604 via the line 
294 to the power switch 280. The program then delays (e.g. 
a delay of 20 ms) at step 606 to allow the sensors 270. 272 
to stabilize, and then the sensed pressure is read at step 608. 
following which both sensors 270, 272 are turned off at step 
610 via the control line 294 to the power switch 280. 

Referring to FIG. 13B. a sensor routine 620 may be used 
for the selective powering of the shaft encoder 308 of the 
motor 51. The shaft encoder 308 is active only when the 
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motor 51 is turning, as determined at step 622. If it is time 
to turn the motor 51, the power supplied to the shaft encoder 
308 is turned on at step 624 via the control line 314 to the 
power switch 312. The program then delays at step 626 to 
allow the shaft encoder 308 time to stabilize, after which 
time the shaft encoder 308 will automatically generate 
signals indicative of the rotational rate and direction of the 
motor shaft. When the motor stops turning. as determined at 
step 628, the power to the shaft encoder 308 is turned 01f at 
step 630 via the control line 314 to the power switch 312. 

Referring to FIG. 13C. a sensor routine 640 may be used 
for the selective powering of the air-in-line sensor 300. If it 
is time to check the air-in-line sensor 300 as determined at 
step 642, the power supplied to the air-in-line sensor 300 is 
turned on at step 644 via the line 304 to the power switch 
302. The program then delays (e.g. a delay of 2 ms) at step 
646 to allow the sensor 300 to stabilize. and then the sensor 
300 is read at step 648. following which the sensor 300 is 
turned off at step 650 via the control line 304 to the power 
switch 302. The routines shown in FIG. 13B and 13C may 
be performed only when the criteria for the sleep mode are 
satis?ed as described above in connection with step 516. 
The infusion pump 10 incorporates another power-saving 

feature in that the backlight 220 for the display 16 is 
activated only under certain conditions. If either a key on ?ie 
keypad 14 is pressed or a visual alarm message is generated 
on the display 16, the routine 700 causes the backlight 220 
to be activated, via the control line 222. when the ambient 
light fails to surpass a predetermined threshold, as detected 
by the ambient light sensor 18. 

Referring to FIG. 14. which is a ?owchart of the backlight 
turn-on routine 700, if there is an alarm as determined at step 
702, the program branches to step 704 where the ambient 
light sensor 18 is read (after the sensor 18 is powered up via 
the control line 328 connected to the power switch 326). If 
the amount of ambient light detected by the sensor 18 does 
not surpass a predetermined light threshold as determined at 
step 706, then the backlight 220 is turned on at step 708 via 
the control line 222 connected to the backlight 220. At step 
710. a backlight timer. which causes the backlight 220 to be 
turned on only for a predetermined period of time, is then 
reset. 

If no alarm was present as determined at step 702, then the 
program branches to step 712 which determines whether a 
key has been pressed. If so, then the program perfonns steps 
704-710 to turn on the backlight 220 if the ambient light 
does not surpass a threshold level, as described above. 

If no key has been pressed (and no alarm is present). the 
program branches to step 714. Steps 714-720 cause the 
backlight 220 to be automatically turned 011’ after a prede 
termined period of time as determined by the backlight 
timer. At step 714, if the backlight is on. the program 
branches to step 716 where the backlight timer is incre 
mented (the routine 700 is performed periodically, such as 
every 20 milliseconds). At step 718, if the backlight timer is 
at its limit. indicating that the predetermined period of time 
for which the backlight 220 should be illuminated has 
elapsed, then the program branches to step 720 where the 
backlight 220 is turned off. 

During programming and operation, the infusion pump 10 
automatically records in the non-volatile memory 208 all 
signi?cant infusion data to generate a complete historical 
data record which can be later retrieved from the memory 
208 and used for various purposes, including clinical pur 
poses to aid in determining how effective a particular 
infusion therapy was and treatment purposes to con?rm that 
the prescribed infusion was actually delivered. 






