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FLUID MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 08/255,281, 
?led Jun. 7, 1994, now abandoned, which is a continuation 
of Ser. No. 07/867,981, ?led Apr. 13, 1992, now abandoned, 
which is a continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 07/748,249, ?led 
Aug. 21. 1991, now abandoned, which is a continuation-in 
part of Ser. No. 07/838,465, ?led Feb. 19, 1992, now 
abandoned. 

The present invention relates to apparatus for supplying 
liquid under pressure to a body cavity during an endoscopic 
procedure, and more particularly to an improved arthro 
scopic pump apparatus. 

Pumping systems have been previously proposed for 
supplying liquid under pressure to a body cavity by means 
of an in?ow pump during an endoscopic procedure, such as 
arthroscopic surgery. Two prior art arthroscopic pumping 
systems are illustrative, namely that of DeSatnick et al. US. 
Pat. No. 4,650,642, issued Mar. 17, 1987 and Mathies et al. 
US. Pat. No. 4,902,277, issued Feb. 20, 1990. DeSatnick et 
al. propose the use of an open loop displacement pump as the 
in?ow pump and an open loop suction pump as the out?ow 
pump. Mathies et al. propose the use of a feedback loop 
controlled in?ow pump and an open loop suction pump that 
is automatically switched between an out?ow cannula and a 
tool. 

Displacement pumps operate by providing volumes of 
?uid as a function of pump speed regardless of the outlet 
pressure of the pump. Thus, even at low pump speeds, 
displacement pumps are capable of generating pressures that 
can be too high, e.g., where the out?ow from the pressurized 
body cavity is curtailed by blockages or the like. The present 
invention provides a safer system by utilizing a liquid supply 
means whose out?ow ?ow rate is inherently inversely 
responsive to changes in the body cavity pressure. 
Preferably, the liquid supply means is inherently capable of 
supplying liquid at a substantially constant pressure sub 
stantially independent of the ?ow rate of liquid delivered by 
the liquid supply means within a relatively wide range of 
?ow rate. The liquid supply means of the invention, when 
regulated by a feedback loop responsive to the pressure in 
the body cavity, can provide precise control of body cavity 
pressure regardless of changes in the volume of the body 
cavity or changes in the out?ow ?ow rate from the body 
cavity, such as ?ow through a surgical tool, leakage or 
blockage or otherwise. 

The liquid supply means may be a reservoir of liquid that 
is isometrically pressurized Preferably, the liquid supply 
means is a dynamic pump means, such as a centrifugal 
pump. As used throughout the present application, the terms 
“dynamic pump” and “displacement pump” are as de?ned in 
the classi?cation of pumps set forth in Pump Handbook, 
Edited by I. I. Karassik et al., Second Edition, McGraw-Hill 
Book Company, pages 1.2-1.5, which is incorporated herein 
by reference thereto. A dynamic pump used in the present 
invention preferably provides a constant pressure head in a 
manner substantially insensitive to variations in ?ow rate. 

The apparatus of the present invention may include a 
suction pump for aspirating liquid from the body cavity. 
Alternatively, liquid may be aspirated from the body cavity 
from a suction source, such as wall suction. According to the 
present invention, out?ow ?ow rate is independent of body 
cavity pressure and instead is chosen to optimize the per 
formance of the surgical tool being used. The combination 
of a dynamic in?ow (or irrigation) pump, such as a cen 
trifugal in?ow pump, controlled in response to body cavity 
pressure and an open loop aspiration of liquid from the body 
cavity provides a safe, stable, pressure-limited control sys 
tem. 
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2 
It is a particular advantage of the present invention that 

it is preferably a two-portal system. That is, only two 
cannulas are inserted into the surgical site, an in?ow cannula 
for the endoscope and an out?ow cannula for the surgical 
tool. Liquid under pressure is normally supplied to the body 
cavity by the liquid supply means through the annulus 
between the in?ow cannula and an endoscope in the cannula, 
while liquid is aspirated from the surgical site by suction via 
the out?ow cannula or a surgical tool inserted into the 
out?ow cannula. Alternatively, in?ow liquid can be supplied 
via an endoscope having an internal conduit for supplying 
liquid to the body cavity. While not presently preferred, 
out?ow liquid can simply drain from the out?ow cannula. 
Moreover, body cavity pressure is calculated from the output 
of a pressure sensor in communication with the in?owing 
liquid at a location upstream of the body cavity, thus 
eliminating the need for a third portal for a pressure sensor 
inserted into the body cavity. In one embodiment of the 
invention, the pressure sensor is closely adjacent the body 
cavity, for example at the connection of an endoscope to the 
tubing supplying in?ow liquid to the body cavity via the 
endoscope. In a presently preferred embodiment of the 
invention, the pressure sensor senses pressure at the outlet of 
the in?ow pump located within a disposable cassette. 

The present invention also provides a disposable cassette 
containing the in?ow pump means. The cassette may also 
include an out?ow suction pump means. Preferably, the 
cassette will also include a resilient tubing that may be 
connected in series with conduit means for aspirating liquid 
from the body cavity such that crimping of the resilient 
tubing means restricts the ?ow of liquid aspirated from the 
body cavity. The cassette is preferably provided with a thin, 
?exible diaphragm in liquid communication with the outlet 
of the in?ow pump means. 

The present invention also provides an operative cannula 
that can serve as the out?ow cannula The cannula is 
provided with a sealing means at its proximal end for 
sealingly engaging tools passing through the sealing means 
proximally to distally and distally to proxirnally. Preferably, 
the operative cannula can be cut to provide a shorter cannula 
with a tapered distal end. 

The present invention is illustrated in terms of its pre 
ferred embodiments in the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of the apparatus of the 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a control system of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a curve showing the relationship between the 
pressure drop from the pressure sensing means to the in?ow 
cannula and the in?ow ?ow rate; 

FIG. 4 is a family of curves showing the relationship 
between the in?ow pump pressure and the in?ow ?ow rate 
at various pump speeds; 

FIG. 5 is a curve showing the relationship between the 
pressure drop from the in?ow pump to the pressure sensing 
means and the in?ow ?ow rate; 

FIG. 6 is a view in section of an operative cannula; 
FIG. 6A is an enlarged detail view of the seal in the 

operative cannula; 
FIG. 7 is a view in section of an irrigation extender; 
FIG. 8 is a view in section showing the operative cannula 

and irrigation extender coupled together to form an in?ow 
cannula assembly, with an endoscope inserted in the in?ow 
cannula assembly; 

FIG. 9 is a detail view in section of a pressure sensing 
means; 
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FIG. 10 is a view in section of a blade of a surgical tool 
inserted in the operative cannula; 

FIG. 11 is a top plan view of a pump cassette of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 12 is a view in section along lines 12—12 in FIG. 
11; 

FIG. 13 is a top plan view of the impeller of the 
centrifugal pump; 

FIG. 14 is a view in section taken along lines 14—14 in 
FIG. 11; 

FIG. 15 is a top plan view of one of the motors used to 
drive the pumps; 

FIG. 16 is a block diagram of another control system of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 17 is a plan view. from the rear. of another pump 
cassette of the invention; 

FIG. 17A is a detail exploded view, in section, of a 
portion of the pump cassette shown in FIG. 17; 

FIG. 18 is a view in section taken along lines 18-—18 in 
FIG. 17; 

FIGS. 19A and 19B are views in section taken along lines 
19-19 in FIG. 17; 

FIG. 20 is a plan view, partly in section, of an operative 
cannula of the invention; 

FIG. 21 is a view in section taken along lines 21-21 in 
FIG. 20; 

FIG. 22 is a view in section of an adaptor; 
FIG. 23 is a detail View, partly in section, of a modi?ed 

distal obturator tip for the operative cannula of FIG. 20; and 
FIG. 24 is a plan view, partly in section, of an obturator 

cannula of the invention. 
Referring to FIG. 1, the apparatus of the present inven 

tion includes a ?uid source 1, usually two bags of sterile 
saline, communicating via conduit 2 with the inlet of a 
centrifugal in?ow pump 4 (FIG. 2) housed within a cassette 
200 in ?uid management unit 5. Centrifugal in?ow pump 4 
supplies liquid under pressure through its outlet to conduit 7 
and thence to the body cavity 10. As will be discussed in 
detail hereinafter, in?ow cannula assembly 9 is inserted into 
body cavity 10 and endoscope 8 is placed within in?ow 
cannula assembly 9 such that liquid under pressure is 
delivered by centrifugal in?ow pump 4 to body cavity 10 via 
the annulus between the endoscope 8 and the in?ow cannula 
assembly 9. 

Pressure transducer 11 is located upstream of the body 
cavity 10 and senses the liquid pressure in conduit 7 as will 
be described in detail hereinafter. In the embodiment of the 
invention shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, pressure transducer 11 is 
at the connection between conduit 7 and endoscope 8. The 
output from pressure transducer 11 is sent via line 12 to a 
pressure signal processor 13 (FIG. 2) within ?uid manage 
ment unit 5 for computing the pressure within body cavity 
10. The desired pressure for the body cavity will be set by 
operating a selector 5a on ?uid management unit 5 and 
display 5b will display the set pressure. Pressure controller 
40 (FIG. 2) within ?uid management unit 5 is responsive to 
the body cavity pressure signal generated by pressure signal 
processor 13 to adjust the speed of centrifugal in?ow pump 
4 to increase or decrease the outlet pressure of the liquid 
delivered by centrifugal in?ow pump 4 and thereby maintain 
the body cavity pressure at the desired set value, as will be 
explained in detail hereinafter. 

An out?ow cannula 14 (described in detail hereinafter) is 
inserted into the body cavity 10. Tool 15 is inserted via 
out?ow conduit 14 into the body cavity 10, and the surgeon 
will manipulate tool 15 while viewing the procedure via 
endoscope 8, as is conventional. Tool control unit 21 powers 
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4 
tool 15 via power cord 22. Out?ow conduit 16 connects the 
inlet of a suction pump 18 (FIG. 2) within unit 5 with the 
outlet of tool 15, whereby liquid within body cavity 10 may 
be aspirated and sent to waste container 19 via conduit 20. 
Fluid exiting body cavity 10 is ?ltered by tissue trap 16a 
located upstream of suction pump 18. 

Endoscope 8 and tool 15 are reused after sterilization. It 
is presently preferred that the pumps 4 and 18, the pressure 
transducer 11, and the conduits are disposable. as well as the 
blades for the tool 15. 

During the preoperative stage, the surgeon will select a 
desired pressure for the body cavity for the given surgical 
procedure by operating a set-pressure selector 5a, thereby 
causing set pressure generator 30 (FIG. 2) to generate a set 
pressure signal 31, which is applied to an input of pressure 
controller 40. To the other input of pressure controller 40 is 
applied signal 32a corresponding to the pressure in body 
cavity 10. 

Body cavity pressure signal 32a may be calculated by 
pressure signal processor 13 using a lumped parameter 
model as follows. By empirically determining the pressure 
vs. ?ow characteristics of each of the components in the path 
of ?uid ?ow, (from ?uid source 1 to distal end 92 (FIG. 1) 
of in?ow assembly 9), one can determine body cavity 
pressure by calculating pressure drops across each compo 
nent. One method takes into account the individual pressure 
vs. ?ow characteristics of centrifugal in?ow pump 4. conduit 
7 and in?ow cannula assembly 9. While this will require 
more demanding software calculations, it will allow easier 
theoretical modeling of the effects of changing the pressure 
vs. ?ow characteristics of any component. Another method 
lumps the pressure vs. ?ow characteristics of the in?ow 
pump 4 and conduit 7 up to the point of pressure measure 
ment by transducer 11. This method simpli?es the calcula 
tion of the body cavity pressure, but it is speci?c to the 
design of the in?ow pump and conduit 7. Either method may 
be used in the present invention. 

For either method, the body cavity pressure, PC, is 
calculated by subtracting the pressure drop across the in?ow 
cannula assembly 9 ?om the pressure, P,, sensed by trans 
ducer 11. The pressure drop across in?ow cannula assembly 
9, (PS-PC), Was empirically determined for various ?ows, 
Q,-,,, by measuring the pressure at the outlet 92 of in?ow 
cannula assembly 9 at a given ?ow, Q,-,,, and subtracting it 
from the sensed pressure, PS, at that ?ow. A typical curve 
plotting (PS-PC) versus ?ow is schematically shown in FIG. 
3, and was accurately ?t using the function: 

(1) P;"P¢=ArQm2+A2Qm 

where A1 and A2 are constants, which can be rewritten as: 

(2) P¢=P,—ArQt.2-A7.Qt. 

The values for constants A1 and A2 are determined and 
stored in memory for use by pressure signal processor 13. 
A more generic method used to determine cavity pressure 

calculates the in?ow, Q,-,,, by solving two simultaneous 
nonlinear equations as follows. The relationship between 
in?ow, Qin, and pump pressure, Pp, can be determined 
empirically by plotting Pp vs. Q,” for the inlet pump 4 for a 
range of pump speeds, (RPM). A family of curves was 
obtained for Pp vs. Q," over a range of pump speeds (RPM), 
and is schematically shown in FIG. 4. For a given RPM, and 
using a centrifugal in?ow pump connected to ?uid source 1 
via conduit 2 of 0.25 inch 1]) and 90 inches long and made 
of PVC, the equation was determined to be: 
















