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To aZZ whom it may concern.- ous disadvantages, I have provided a means 
Be it known that I, HERBERT P. SEYMOUR, whereby a screw-eye, screw-hook, or analo 

a citizen of the United States, residing at gous ?xture can be secured into'a ceiling or 5 5 
Hartford, in the county of Hartford and State other high structure by a person standing 011 

5 of Connecticut, have invented certain new the ?oor and without the use of a ladder or 
and usefulImprovements in Means for Secur- other similar device, and in the preferred 
ing Screw-Hooks, Screw-Eyes, or Similar Fix- form thereof herein shown and described the 
tures in Ceilings or other High Structures, of screw-hook-driving device comprises in agen- 60. 
which the following is a speci?cation. eral way a suitable holder (designated gener 

IO This invention relates to means for secur- ally by A) having secured thereto a pole or 
ing screw-hooks, screw-eyes, or similar ?x- handle B and clamping-jaws (designated in 
tures in aceiling or otherhigh structure, and a general way by C) movable within said 
it is more particularly designated as a “ screw- vholder for receiving and ?rmly holding a 65 
hook-driving” device. . screw-eye, screw-hook, or analogous ?xture 

15 The object of the invention is to provide a in position to be secured in place. 
device of this character which is simple in According to one embodiment of my i11 
construction and by means of which a screw- vent-ion the holder A is preferably in the na 
hook, screw-eye, or analogous ?xture can be ture of a tubular sleeve 10, having an inte- 7o 
quickly and easily secured in position in the riorly-tapered upper end for the reception of 

20 ceiling of a room or other high structure with- a pair of reciprocatory clampingjaws 11 and 
out the use of a ladder or similar device. 12, and which jaws are secured in said sleeve 
In the drawings accompanying and forming by means of a bolt or pin 18,extending through 

part of this speci?cation, Figure 1 is a side and working in oppositely-disposed slots 14 75 
view of the screw-hook-driving device, the in the sides of the holder and extending 

25 pole or handle thereof being broken off. Fig. through a substantially circular opening 15, 
2 is a sideview of the same, taken at right formed by a semicircular recess 16, in each 
angles to the View shown in Fig. 1 and hav- jaw. The bolt or pin 13 is provided with a 
ing a part broken away and a part thereof in suitable handle or handles 17, extending 80 
section. Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view outside of the'holder, and one of which is 

30 taken in line a a, Fig. ‘5, parts thereof being preferably integral with the bolt or pin and 
in full lines. Fig. 4. is a partly vertical sec- the other of which has a screw-threaded stud 
tional view taken at right angles to the view 18 ?tting within said bolt or pin, and which 
shown in Fig. 3 and showing the jaws open, bolt or pin may be made tubular or have a 85 
and Fig. 5 is a top view having parts thereof recess therein for this purpose, said stud l8 

3 5 broken off. I engaging with interior screw-threads thereof, 
Similar characters of reference designate whereby said bolt can be secured-in position. 

like parts in all the ?gures of the drawings. Each of the jaws is provided, adjacent to 
Heretofore, when it has been desired to se- its outer end, with a lip 19 for engaging the 90 

cure a screw-eye, screw-hook, or analogous shank of a screw-hook or screw-eye, as 50, 
4o ?xture in a ceiling-for instance, in the ceil- and with a recess 20 below said lip, and each 

ing of a store—for the purpose of suspending jaw is also provided at the inner end of said 
various articles therefrom, it has been neces- recess with a projecting portion, forming a 
sary to use a ladder or similar structure in seat or support 21 for the screw eye or hook 95 
ordertobe ableto securesuch ?xturesinplace, 50, whereby said screw eye or hook will be 

45 and which is inconvenient and laborious, not held in position in a manner hereinafter set 
only in the direct use of the same, but also forth. Each of the jaws has a tapering shank 
in placing such ladder or structure in posi- 22 at the inner end in position to be engaged 
tion for use and in the removing of the same, by apin or stud 23, preferably a screw-thread- roe 
especially when the ceiling or other structure ed pin or stud, extending through a threaded 

50 is a very high one, and the use of which is, aperture in the tubular holder, whereby on 
moreover, also dangerous to life and limb. the outward movement of saidjaws, by means 
In. order, therefore, to overcome these seri- of the handles 17, the outer faces of said ta 
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pering shanks ‘ZZ-Will be engaged by the pins 
23 and forced inwardly to thereby open and 
spread the jaws for the reception of a screw 
hook or eye, said jaws closing on the hook 
by the tapering wall of the holder engaging 
the tapering jaws on their inward movements 
and pressing the same together in a manner 
that will be obvious without further descrip 
tion. 
Secured to the lower end of the holder by 

any desired means is a suitable pole or han 
dle B, by means of which‘the device can be 
held in position for use. The handle or pole 
may be of any desired length and may be re 
movable therefrom, if desired, and it is herein 
shown having a portion thereof extending 
within the tubular holder and secured ‘therein 
by means of ‘a fastening-pin 26.‘ 
As a means for removing the screw hooks 

or eyes‘ from their position in the ceiling or 
other place the upper end of each jaw is pro 
vided with a slot or recess 28, of suitable‘ 
length to receive the hook or eye portion or 
head ‘of the ?xture.‘ In ‘ the construction 
shown, however, each jaw has a slot or recess 
which‘varies in length from the slot or recess 
of its companion jaw, whereby different sizes 
of ?xtures can be removed. It will be‘un 
derstood; however, that the screw-driving de 
vice is adapted for use with ?xtures or de 
vices other than screw~hooks orscrew-eyes, if 
desired,‘ either with or without changing the 
mouth of the clamping-jaws, without depart 
ing from the‘scope of my invention. 

In the use of this improved device the 
clamping-jaws 11 and 12 are moved outwardly 
in the sleeve or holder by means of the han 
dles 17, whereby the pins or studs 23 engage 
the shanks 532 of said jaws and open or spread 
the same. The screw eye or hook 50 is then 
placed in the mouth thereof,‘ with its hook 
portion resting 011 the seat or support 21. The 
handle 17 is then released, and the jaws by 
their ‘weight fall within their tapering holder 
and clamp the screw eye or hook 50 in posi 
tion between the lips 19, and thus ?rmly hold 
in g the‘?xture so that it can be screwed into 
the‘ ceiling or other place by simply turning 
the'handle and without the use of a ladder or 
other similar device. After the screw-hook 
or’screw-eye‘has been screwed into its place 
the‘holder is drawn away from the same by 
means of the handle, the hook thereby cans 
in g the jaws to move outwardly and spread, 
whereby the holder can be removed from‘the 
hook. 

\Vhen‘it is necessary to remove a screw hook 
or eye for any purpose, the device‘is placed 
in position‘to have one or the other of the slots 
28 receive the hook, and the handle is then 
turned to unscrew the same in a manner that 
will be obvious without a more explicit de 
seripti‘on. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
1. Ina device of the class speci?ed, the com- 

bination of an interiorly-tapered tubular 

holder, a pair of tapering clamping-jaws mov 
able therein; each of said‘ jaws having a ta~ 
pering shank; studs or pins in position in said 
holder for engaging the tapering shanks of the 
jaws for opening or spreading said jaws; and 
a pole or handle secured to said holder. 

2. In a device of the class speci?ed, the com 
bination of a holder having a pair of oppo 
sitely-disposed slots therein; clamping~jaws 
movable within said holder; means extending 
through said slots, and intermediate of and 
engaging the inner opposing faces of said jaws 
for moving the same outwardly, whereby the 
same can be opened or spread; and a pole or 
handle secured to said holder. 

In a device of the class speci?ed, the com 
bination of a tubular holder having a pair of 
oppositely-disposed ‘slots therein; a pair of 
clamping-jaws movable within said holder, 
each‘of said jaws having a semicircular recess 
in its opposing face; a bolt‘ or pin cxtendin 
through said slots of the holder and through 
the substantially circular opening formed by 
the semicircular recesses of the jaws, whereby 
said clamping-jaws can be moved outwardly 
to open or spread the same; and a pole orhan 
dle secured to said holder. 

4. In a device of the class speci?ed, the com 
bination of a tubular holder having a pair of 
oppositely-disposed slots therein; a pair of 
clamping-jaws movable within said holder, 
each of said jaws having a semicircularrecess 
in its opposing face; a removable bolt or pin 
extending through the slots of said holder and 
through the substantially circular opening 
formed by the semicircular recesses of the 
jaws and having a handle detachable there 
from, and whereby said clamping-jaws can 
be moved outwardly to open or spread the 
same; and a pole or handle secured to said 
holder. 

5. In a device of the class speci?ed, the com 
bination of a tubular holder having a pair of 
oppositely-disposed slots; a pair of clamping 
jaws movable in said holder, each of said jaws 
having a shank; means extending through 
said slots and‘ intermediate of and engaging‘ 
said jaws for moving the same‘ outwardly; 
means for engaging said shanks to thereby 
open or spread said jaws; and a pole or han~ 
dle secured in said ‘holder. 

6. In a device of the class speci?ed, the com 
bination of an interiorly- tapered tubular 
sleeve having a pair of oppositely-disposed 
slots; a pair of tapering clamping-jaws mov 
able within said sleeve, each of said jaws hav 

‘ ing a semicircular recess in its opposing face, 
and also having a tapering shank; a bolt‘or 
pin extending through the slots of the sleeve 
and through the substantially circular open 
ing formed by the ‘semicircular recesses of the 
jaws; said bolt or pin having a detachable 
handle, whereby said jaws can be moved out 
wardly within the holder; studs or pins se-‘ 
cured in said holder with their inner ends in 
position to engage the tapering shanks of said 
jaws, whereby on. the outward movement of 
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said jaws, they will be spread or opened; and 
a handle or pole secured to said tubular sleeve. 

7. In a device of the class speci?ed, the com 
bination of an interiorly- tapered tubular 
sleeve having a pair of oppositely-disposed 
slots; a pair of tapcringclamping-jaws mov 
able in said sleeve, each of said jaws having 
a lip at its upper end, a semicircular recess 
remotely disposed therefrom, and a recess in 
termediate of said semicircular recess and said 
lip, and forming a mouth for the reception of 
a screw-hook or analogous ?xture; each of 
said jaws also having a tapering shank at its 
lower end; a bolt or pin extending through 
the slots of the sleeve and through the sub 
stantially circular opening formed by the 
semicircular recesses of the jaws and having 
a detachable handle, whereby said jaws can 
be moved outwardly within the sleeve; studs 
or pins secured in said sleeve with their in 
ner ends in position to engage the tapering , 
shanks of said jaws, whereby on the outward 
movements of said jaws, they will be spread 
or opened; and a handle or pole secured to 
said tubular sleeve. 

8. In a device of the class speci?ed, the com 
bination of a holder, clamping-jaws movable 
therein; one of said jaws having a recess or 
slot in its outer end; and a pole or handle se 
cured to said holder. 

9. In a device of the class speci?ed, the com 
bination of a holder, clamping-jaws movable 
therein, each of said jaws having a recess or 
slot in its outer end, and of a different length 
from its companion recess or slot; and a pole 
or handle secured to said holder. 

10. In a device of the class speci?ed,the com 

bination of a holder, clamping-jaws movable 
therein, each of said jaws having a slot or re 
cess in its outer end; and means for opening 
or spreading said jaws. 

11. In a device of the class speci?ed,the com 
bination of a tubular holder having a pair of 
oppositely-disposed slots; a pair of clamping- ‘ 
jaws movable in said holder,‘ each of said jaws 
having a recess or slot in its outer end and a 
shank at the inner end; means extending 
through said slots and intermediate of and 
engaging said jaws for moving the same out 
wardly; and means for engaging said shanks, 
to thereby open or spread said jaws. 

12. In a device of the class speci?ed,the com 
bination of an interiorly-tapered tubular 
sleeve having a pair of oppositely-disposed 
slots; a pair of tapering clamping-jaws mov 
able in said sleeve, and having slots or re 
cesses at their outer ends of varying lengths; 
each of said jaws having a semicircular re 
cess in its opposing face, and also having a 
tapering shank; a bolt or pin extending 
through the slots of the sleeve and through 
the substantially circular opening formed by 
the semicircular recesses of the jaws, and 
whereby said jaws can be moved outwardly 
within the sleeve; studs or pins secured in 
said sleeve with their inner ends in position 
to engage the tapering shanks of said jaws, 
whereby on the outward movement of said 
jaws, they will be spread or opened; and a 
handle or pole secured to said tubular sleeve. 

HERBERT P. SEYMOUR. 
WVitnesses: 

FRED. J. DOLE, 
GEO. A. HOFFMAN. 
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