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SHOWER PIPE SUPPORT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to pipe supports used in 
construction and, more particularly, to a support for a shower 
head water supply pipe. 

2. Description of Related Art 
In the construction of homes and o?ices that include 

shower facilities, various attempts have been made to short 
cut the positioning and securement of tub and shower piping 
within the wall of the building. In the past, measurements 
were taken between upstanding wall studs, a board was then 
cut and nailed into place. It was then drilled with holes to 
provide for the insertion of the desired pipes. 
The above procedure is obviously time-consuming, costly 

and burdensome. As such, various attempts have been made 
to streamline this process. For example, in US. Pat. No. 
2,537,437, a metal brace is nailed to spaced-apart wall studs. 
The brace is provided with U-bolts and large washers so that 
bathtub water supply piping can be held securely to the 
bracket by the U-bolts. The bracket has spaced-apart cross 
pieces allowing the U-bolts to slide axially for accommo 
dating different types of faucets. 
US. Pat. No. 2,661,483 accomplishes a similar purpose 

by utilizing L-shaped brackets nailed to the sides of upstand 
ing wall studs. The brackets include upper and lower chan— 
nel members for engaging a plate through which pipe 
sleeves extend. The sleeves include set screws for securing 
faucet pipes that extend therethrough. 
To provide a bracket that can be adjusted transversely of 

the wall, US. Pat. No. 3,606,217 shows the use of slotted 
L-shaped brackets. The brackets are attached to spaced-apart 
wall studs and to a cross piece that holds the faucet pipes. In 
this way, the faucets can be moved inwardly or outwardly 
relative to the wall of the bathroom. 

Upon considering each of the above pipe brackets, it is 
clear that they each entail as much time for ?tment and 
installation as would be entailed if one simply cut a piece of 
wood and drilled holes through it. As such, the prior art has 
provided very little real savings in construction time and 
cost. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a pipe support that inter 
connects a water supply pipe with a preformed shower 
enclosure. By interconnecting the pipe directly to the enclo 
sure, the need for cross pieces between wall studs is entirely 
eliminated. Thus, the invention obviates every type of wall 
stud bracket no matter how simple or adjustable it may be. 

The pipe support of the invention comprises a body 
having forward and rearward comer portions. An upstanding 
clamp ?ange extends from the rearward corner portion and 
a wall ?ange extends downwardly from the forward comer 
portion. The wall ?ange is bifurcated to de?ne a down 
wardly facing open channel which is adapted to ?t over the 
upper edge of a preformed shower enclosure wall. The pipe 
support body has su?icient width to position the clamp 
?ange adjacent the shower head water supply pipe. In this 
position, the water pipe may be easily secured to the clamp 
?ange. 
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The pipe support of the invention may comprise a unitary 

molded part or it may be constructed of three angular 
members. When constructed of three angular members, they 
are arranged so that an upper leg of the ?rst member will 
function as the clamp ?ange and the other two members will 
combine to form the bifurcated wall ?ange. Each of the other 
legs of the angular members are superimposed to form 
layered sections of the pipe support body. With the above 
invention, construction productivity is greatly enhanced 
whereby the pipe support is simply slipped over the upper 
edge of the shower enclosure wall and the upstanding water 
supply pipe is stationan'ly secured to the pipe support with 
a conventional connector means. This avoids the use of 
hammers, nails, saws and tape measures —all of which are 
labor intensive. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRA\VINGS 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of the pipe support of the 
invention shown as one integral molded part. 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary side elevation view partially in 
cross-section of a modi?ed construction of the pipe support 
of the invention interconnecting a shower head water supply 
pipe with the upper edge of a shower enclosure wall. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged top plan view taken along lines 3—3 
of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is a cross—sectional view taken along lines 4—4 of ‘ 
FIG. 3. 

FIG. 5 is an exploded isometric view of the pipe support 
shown in FIG. 2. 

FIG. 5a is a alternative embodiment of the second angular 
member shown in FIG. 5. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The basic elements of the overall pipe support 10 of the 
invention are best illustrated by reference to FIG. 1. Therein, 
pipe support body 22 is shown having a forward corner 
portion 24 and a rearward corner portion 26. Preferably the 
comer portions are aligned to be longitudinally parallel to 
each other. They extend coextensively to de?ne a predeter 
mined length for the overall body. They also de?ne a 
predetermined body width that is about equal to the distance 
between upper edge 12 of the shower wall and the upstand 
ing water supply pipe 14. 

Extending upwardly from the aforesaid rearward comer 
portion is clamp ?ange 28. The ?ange is generally plate-like 
with ?at sides and a rectangular outline. Preferably the 
clamp ?ange extends at an angle of about 90 degrees from 
the plane of body 22. In this way, it will provide a flat surface 
for solid engagement with a corresponding portion of the 
aforementioned water supply pipe. 

Extending downwardly from the forward comer portion is 
wall ?ange 30. The wall ?ange is bifurcated to provide a 
downwardly facing open channel 32. The channel is de?ned 
by an outer arm 34 which is spaced-apart from an inner arm 
36. The arms are ?at-sided and have an overall rectangular 
shape. They extend coextensively and parallel to each other. 
The outer arm 34 extends about 90 degrees downwardly 

I from the forward comer portion a distance su?icient to form 
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an effective engagement with the shower wall upper edge 
when co-acting with the inner arm. The inner arm also 
extends about 90 degrees downwardly from the underside of 
body 22. It is separated from the outer arm a distance slightly 
greater than the thickness of the shower wall upper edge. 
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As so constructed, the pipe support can be moved down 
wardly over the shower wall upper edge at a predetermined 
position below the shower head. It may then be adjusted to 
a centered position with respect to upstanding pipe 14. In 
this position, a connector means is used to secure the pipe to 
the clamp ?ange. 
As shown with respect to the embodiments of FIG. 2-5a, 

the connector means comprises a C-shaped pipe clamp 38 
with clamp fasteners 39. The fasteners extend through 
openings in the clamp ?ange and engage corresponding 
openings in the pipe clamp in a conventional manner. It will 
be appreciated that other connector means could also be 
used. Examples are bent wire fasteners, adjustable plastic 
ties, U-bolts, adhesives and spot welds. 
An advantageous feature of the invention is that it may be 

constructed of conventional readily obtainable parts. This 
feature will become apparent with reference to the pipe 
support illustrated in FIGS. 2-5a of the drawings. With 
particular reference to FIGS. 2 and 4, the overall pipe 
support is shown by reference 40. It comprises an assembly 
of a ?rst angular member 42, a second angular member 46 
and a third angular member 50. Each of the angular mem 
bers have two adjoining rectangular-shaped ?at-sided legs 
which diverge from each other. Their overall shape is similar 
to an angle iron. 

The ?rst angular member comprises a ?rst body leg 43 
from which extends an upper leg 44. This member com 
prises the top one of the three members in the pipe support 
assembly. It is oriented so that its upper leg will extend 
upwardly at the rearwardmost area of the pipe support. In 
this position it will function as the clamp ?ange. As so 
oriented, the body leg will comprise the uppermost layer of 
the overall pipe support body 22'. 

Underlying the ?rst angular member is second angular 
member 46. This member comprises a second body leg 47 
from which extends outer leg 48. The second member is 
oriented so that outer leg 48 extends down at the forward 
most area of the pipe support. In this position, it functions as 
outer arm 34. 

Also, second body leg 47 will be in contact with the 
underside of ?rst body leg 43. It will be positioned so that 
it is coextensive with the outline of the ?rst body leg. When 
arranged in this manner, the second body leg will comprise 
the middle layer of pipe support body 22‘. 
The third angular member is located beneath the second 

member whereby the third body leg will abut the underside 
of the second body leg. In this position, the third body leg 
will comprise the bottom layer of the body assembly 22‘. 
The inner leg and body leg are preferably aligned to be 
parallel and coextensive with their second angular member 
counterparts. However, the inner leg 52 is located inwardly 
from outer leg 48 to create open channel 58. 

Each of the body legs are secured together with releasable 
securement means shown as body fasteners 54. As best seen 
in FIG. 5, the fasteners extend through corresponding open 
ings proximate the middle of the body legs of the ?rst and 
third angular members. The fastener openings for the second 
angular member are closer to its inner edge 49 so that when 
assembled, outer leg 48 will be offset outwardly from inner 
leg 52. The offset distance is slightly greater than the 
thickness of upper edge 12. 
To have the option of varying the width of channel 58, 

second angular member 46 is provided with a transverse 
adjustment means. As shown in FIG. 5a, such means com 
prise elongated slots 56 which are used in place of the 
original body fastener openings. The slots permit the second 
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angular member 46' to be moved in or out relative to the ?rst 
and third angular bodies. In this way, the width of open 
channel 58 will be varied to accommodate a variety of 
shower wall thicknesses. 

It will be noted that each of the aforesaid inner and outer 
legs may have a greater width than the overall body width. 
This will permit a stronger more viable engagement with the 
shower wall upper edge. It will also be noted that the outer 
arm should have a thickness less than the width of lip section 
19. This is to permit the application of tile, plaster or wall 
board against the arm without extending beyond the plane of 
wall 20. 

Although each of the angular members may be con 
structed of cast metal or molded plastic, they can also 
comprise conventional angle iron parts. In either case, mass 
production techniques would be available to achieve the 
econonrics of high volume. It is also possible that the pipe 
support may constitute an integral part of the shower enclo 
sure wall. Especially since many shower enclosures are 
molded structures. 

While the invention has been described with respect to 
preferred embodiments, it will be apparent to those skilled 
in the art that various modi?cations and improvements may 
be made without departing from the scope and spirit of the 
invention. Accordingly, it is to be understood that the 
invention is not to be limited by the aforementioned speci?c 
illustrative embodiments, but only by the scope of the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A pipe support for interconnecting an upstanding pipe 

to a preformed shower wall having an upper edge which is 
spaced-apart a distance from the pipe comprising: 

a pipe support body having a forward corner portion and 
an opposing rearward comer portion de?ning a width 
which is proximate the distance between said upper 
edge and said pipe; 

a clamp ?ange extending upwardly from said rearward 
corner portion adjacent to said supply pipe; and, 

a wall ?ange extending downwardly from said forward 
comer position, said wall ?ange having a bifurcated 
structure comprising an inner arm spaced-apart from an 
outer arm de?ning an open channel for engagement 
with said upper edge. 

2. The pipe support of claim 1 wherein said forward and 
rearward corner portions extend coextensively and parallel 
to each other. 

3. The pipe support of claim 1 wherein said body portion 
comprises three layers and, said clamp ?ange and an upper 
most layer of said body comprise the respective legs of a ?rst 
angular member. 

4. The pipe support of claim 3 wherein said outer arm and 
a middle layer of said body comprise the respective legs of 
a second angular member. 

5. The pipe support of claim 4 wherein said inner arm and 
a bottom layer of said body comprise the respective legs of 
a third angular member. 

6. The pipe support of claim 5 wherein said three layers 
are secured together by releasable securement means. 

7. The pipe support of claim 6 wherein said inner and 
outer arms have a width that is greater than the width of said 
body. 

8. The pipe support of claim 5 wherein said middle layer 
includes transverse adjustment means for varying the width 
of said open channel. 

9. A pipe support that engages the upper edge of a shower 
enclosure wall for supporting a shower water supply pipe 
comprising: 
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a shower enclosure wall with an upper edge having a 
predetermined thickness; 

an elongated body having a predetermined width and 
opposing longitudinal rearward and forward comer 
portions; 

a clamp ?ange extending upwardly from the rearward 
corner portion; and, 

a bifurcated wall ?ange extending downwardly from the 
forward comer portion having an open channel for 
engagement with said upper wall edge. 

10. The bracket of claim 9 wherein said bifurcated wall 
?ange comprises an inner arm spaced-apart from an outer 
arm. 

11. The bracket of claim 10 wherein said upper edge is 
offset backward from the shower enclosure wall by a lip 
section, said outer arm having a thickness that is less than the 
width of said lip section. 

12. The bracket of claim 9 wherein said clamp ?ange 
comprises the upper leg of a ?rst angular member, said outer 
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arm comprises the outer leg of a second angular member, 
said inner arm comprises the inner leg of a third angular 

member. 
13. The bracket of claim 12 wherein said ?rst angular 

member includes a ?rst body leg extending about 90 degrees 
from said upper leg, said second angular member includes a 
second body leg extending about 90 degrees from said outer 
leg and said third angular member includes a third body leg 
extending about 90 degrees from said inner leg. 

14. The bracket of claim 13 wherein said body comprises 
said second body leg layered between said ?rst body leg and 
said third body leg. 

15. The bracket of claim 14 wherein said second body leg 
includes transverse adjustment means for changing the spac 
ing between said inner arm and said outer ann. 


