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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, LEwIs O. LAMBERT, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re~ 
siding at Lambertsville, in the county of Som 
erset and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Brake-Blocks; and I do hereby declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it appertains 
to make and use the same, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, and to 
letters of reference marked thereon, which 
form a part of this speci?cation. 
The object of this invention is to provide 

an improved brake —block having a roller 
which when brought moderately in contact 
with the tire of the wheel will rotate by fric 
tional contact therewith, and when greater 
pressure is applied will be held rigid against 
a supplemental block. 
.The invention consists in the construction 

and combination of the parts, as will be herein 
after fully set forth, and particularly pointed 
out in the claim. 
In the accompanying drawings, forming 

part of this speci?cation, Figure 1 is a plan 
view showing the application of my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the brake-block. 
Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view, and Fig. 4 
is a detail perspective view. 
A designates the brake-beam, which is con 

nected to the vehicle and is operated in the 
usual manner. To the end of this beam is 
bolted a frame consisting of side members 
B B and'a connecting portion B’, the bolts 1) 
passing through said connecting portion, as 
shown in the drawings. The side members 
I)’ 13 of the frame are each bent to present a 
shoulder b’ and are slotted longitudinally for 
the purpose hereinafter set forth. \Vithin 
the frame is placed a bloekO, the ends of 
which are cut away at each side, as shown in 
Fig. 4, toreeeive the bent portions of the side 
members B B of the frame, the part of the 
block 0 between the cutéaway portions ex 

‘ tending through the slot in the side members, 
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and is apertured to receive a locking-pin c, 
which bears against the shoulders ‘b’ and re 
tains the block in place. The rear end of the 

block 0 is cut away to overlie the heads of the 
bolts 1), while the forward or outer end is 
beveled at its edges and is concave trans 
versely, as shown in Fig. 8. ' 
The slots in the side members B B of the 

frame extend to near the outer ends thereof, 
and within said slots is supported a transverse 
shaft cl, upon which a roller D is ‘mounted. 
The ends of the shaft (31 extend beyond the 
slots and are threaded to receive nut-s d’. By 
this arrangement the roller D is allowed to 
slide back and forward in the frame, and in 
its backward movement will contact with the 
concave surface of the block 0. In order to 
provide a spring-pressure against the back 
ward movement of the roller D, helical spri'n gs 
E E are interposed between the outer ends 
of the shaft d ‘and the brake~beam A, the 
springs being bent upon the shaft and held 
in engagement therewith by washers d2 and 
the nuts d’, while their inner ends lie in re 
cesses or sockets in the brake-beam. ~ 
The brake - block herein‘ shown and tie 

scribed is cheap, simple, and effective, and in 
operation when it is applied to the rim of a 
wheel a moderate pressure will allow the roller 
D to turn, while the springs force said roller 
against the wheel to impede its rotation. 
A greater pressure of the brake-block will 
cause the roller to move back and in contact 
with the concave surface of the block 0, and 
thereby stop the rotation of both the roller 
and wheel. 
By providing the roller D the wear upon the 

brake-block will be reduced considerably, as 
said roller will rotate in use to present new 
surfaces to the rim of the wheel, and the 
turning of the roller will prevent-dirt collect" 
ing upon the brake-block. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim‘as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is— 

> In a _vehiele~brake, the combination with 
the beam A, of a frame presenting slotted side 
members B B having bends to present shoul 
ders Z)’; a block 0 cut away at its ends to re 
ceive the bent portions of the side pieces, the 
part of the block between the cut-away por 
tions being apertured to receive pins 0 which 
bear against the shoulders I)’ and hold the 
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block in place; together With a roller D 
mounted on a shaft bearing‘ in the slots in 
the side members of the frame, and springs 
E interposed between the shaft and beam A, 
the parts being combined and organized sub 
stantially as shown and for the purpose set 
forth. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two Witnesses. 

LEWVIS C. LAMBERT. 
Witnesses: 

H. E. YINKEY, 
JAs. LEVY. 


