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To all whom it, may concern: ' I 
Be it known that I, RALPH \V. FOSTER, a 

- citizen of the United States, residing at ‘Bos 

IO 

ton, in the county of Suffolk and Common 
wealth of Massachusetts, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Spelling-Blocks; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, which will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to use the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, which make a part of this speci? 
cation. ' 

lleretofore spelling-blocks have been used 
upon which have been placed letters of the 
alphabet, numbers, and pictures; but never 
has this been done in such a manner as to pro 
vide for the correct spelling of any'word by 
simpl y arranging the blocks in numerical 
order. ' ' l y 

The object of my invention is the instruc 
tion and amusement of children; and it con 
sists in so combining, upon the surfaces of 
blocks, letters, numbers, and pictures that 
when the blocks are arranged in numerical 
order the letters will be in order to correctly 
spell the word represented by the pictures; 
To illustrate, I take a lot of blocks, and upon 

one face of one of the blocks I place the letter 
“ D,” the number “ 1,” and a pieture'of a dog; 
upon one face of another block I place the let 
for “ O,” the number “2,” and a picture of a 

I dog, and upon one face of still another block I 

40 

vplace the letter “G,” the number “3,” and a 
picture of a dog. \Vhen the blocks thus num 
bered are placed in numerical order, the let 
ters spell in proper order the word “dog,” 
represented by the pictures, Figures 1, 2, and 
.‘3. In this way blocks may be prepared for 
spelling any word capable of being repre-' 
sented pictorially—for example, the word‘ 
“deer,” Figs. 4, 5, 6, and v7. _ 
The picture representing the word to be 

spelled must be separately or severally com 
bined with each letter of such word, and each 
combination must be given anumber showing 
the numerical position of the letter in, the 
spelling of the word. Each letter must be 
combined with the picture representing the 
word being spelled as often as such letter oc 
curs in the spelling of the word,4and such 

combinations must each receive a different 
number, thus showing _the several positions 

‘ of such letter in such spelling-for example, 
the letter “e” in “deer,” Figs. 5 and 6. _ 
That the pictures may be brought into line 

for spelling purposes the same picture must 
be placed upon as" many different blocks ‘as 
there are letters in such ‘spelling. For exam 
ple,the word “dog” requires three (3) blocks 
and the word a“ deer” requires four blocks. 
To show the number of letters employed in 
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spelling a word, any conventional sign may . 
be used. The last block of the word. may be 
marked to indicate ‘that it is the last block, 
and that therefore the number upon that 
block ‘shows not only the number of letters 
in the word, but also that the letter upon that 
block is the last letter in the word. This is 
desirable and useful, as itshows when the 
spelling is completed. For this purpose I 
underscore the letter, as in Fig. 3, or the num 
ber, as in Fig. 7. _ , 
Taking a set of twenty-?ve (25) cubic blocks 

and reserving one facelof each block for the 
letters of the alphabet as these ‘are usually 
placed upon blocks, we can with the remain 
ing one hundred and twenty-?ve (125) faces 
spell, as described, the following words: 
“ ape,” three; “ bear,” four; “ buffalo,” seven; 

“deer,” four; “dog,” 'threey “elephant,” 
eight; “ fox,”'three; “ giraffe,” seven; ‘ ‘ goat,” 
four; “hare,” four; “horse,” ?ve; “Jackal,” 
six; “kangaroo,” eight; “lion,” 

“zebra,” ?ve. - This is the simplest form of 
my invention. By applying the principle 
further We may group upon the same surface, 
aboutv a letter numbered asdescribed, sev- , 
eral pictures, in which that letter .occupies 
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the same numerical position when the words ’ 
represented by the pictures are spelled-for 
example, the letter “0” in the word's.“fox," 
“goat,” “horse,” Fig. 8. In this way a set 
of blocks could be prepared to spell a greater 
number of words. 

I have used cubic blocks in the above de 
scription; but the blocks may be of any shape, 
or ?at surfaces may be prepared in the sam 
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manner. Cards thus prepared might be used 
readily as a, game. 

I have used the Arabic numbers "‘ 1,” “ 2,” 
“3,” “4,” &c., to indicate the order of ar 
rangement for purposes of spelling, as de~ 
scribed; but any system of numbers or marks 
might .be employed-*for example, “I,” “II,” 
“III,” “IIII,” &e.——or the order of arrange 
ment might be indicated by a regular varia 
tion in the size, color or posit-ion of the pic 
tures, letters, blocks or surfaces or any of 
them. For instance, the picture in Fig. 1 
might be placed at the top of theblock, in Fig. 
2 a little lower down on the block, and in Fig. 
3 a little lower down still; or in Fig. l the 
picture might be small, in Fig. 2 a little larger, 
in‘ Fig. 3 a little larger still; or the order of 
arrangement might be indicated by employ 
ing a repetition or repeating of the pictures. 
For example, in Fig. 1 there might be one 
dog, in Fig. 2 two dogs, and in Fig. 3 three 
dogs. 
The mode of application, the sort of blocks 

or surfaces and the designs to be employed 
are merely incidental and a matter of taste. 
Having fully described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is- 

1. A block, upon one of whose faces are 
combined or grouped a picture representing a 
word, a letter used in spelling such word, and 
the number showing such letter‘s numerical 
position in such spelling—substantiallyas de 
scribed. 

2. A block, upon one of whose faces are 
combined or ‘grouped a letter used in spelling 
two or more words, and occupying the same 
numerical position in such spelling, the num 
ber showing such position, and the pictures 
representing such words-substantiall y as de 
scribed. 

3. A block, upon one of whose faces are 
combined or grouped a picture representing a 
word, and the last letter used in spelling such 
word, said letter being marked to indicate 

that it is the last letler-substantially as de 
' scribed. 

4. A block, upon one of whose faces are 
combined or grouped a picture representing a 
word, the last letter used in spelling the word 
and some symbol to indicate that such letter 
is the last letter, and such block the last block, 
used in such spelling--substan1ially as de 
scribed. 

5. The combination of as many blocks as 
there are letters used in spelling a word, upon 
one face of each block there being combined 
or grouped a picture representing such word, 
together with one of the letters used in spell 
ing such word and the number indicating the 
nu merical position of such letter in such spell - 
ing—-substantially as described. 

6. A lot of blocks,upon whose faces are com 
bined or grouped letters, numbers and pic— 
tures in such a way that, when those faces, 
upon which appear the same‘ picture, are 
placed in numerical order, the letters will be 
in order to correctly spell the word reprc~ 
sented by the picture——substantially as de 
scribed. ' 

'7. A lot of blocks, upon whose faces a re com - 
bined or grouped letters and pictures, with 
any system of marks to indicate the order of 
arrangement of the letters for the purpose of 
spelling the word represented by the pic 
tures, substantially as described. 

8. A lot of blocks,upon whose faces are com 
bined ‘or grouped letters and pictures, said 
letters and pictures, or the letters, or the pie 
tures, being of such variation in the matter 
of size, number, color or postion, that, the 
pictures being placed in an order iudicat ed by 
such variation, the letters will he in order to 
correctly spell the word represented by the 
pictures, substantially asdescribed. 

\V itnesses: ‘ 
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