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[57] 
An apparatus and method which provides a suitable location 
for multiple, simultaneous synthesis of compounds. The 
apparatus consists of: a reservoir block having a plurality of 
wells; a plurality of reaction tubes, usually gas dispersion 
tubes, having ?lters on their lower ends; a holder block, 
having a plurality of apertures; and a manifold, which may 
have ports to allow introduction/maintenance of a controlled 
environment. The manifold top wall has apertures and a 
detachable plate with identical apertures. The apparatus is 
constructed from materials which will accommodate heat 
ing, cooling, agitation, or corrosive reagents. Gaskets are 
placed between the components. Rods or clamps are pro 
vided for fastening the components together. Apparatus 
operation involves placing the ?lters on the lower ends of the 
reaction tubes in the reservoir block wells, and the upper 
ends passing through the holder block apertures and into the 
manifold. The apparatus provides in excess of 1 mg of each 
product with structural knowledge and control over each 
compound. The apparatus can be adapted to manual, semi 
automatic or fully automatic performance. Using the appa 
ratus a series of building blocks are covalently attached to a 
solid support. These building blocks are then modi?ed by 
covalently adding additional di?erent building blocks or 
chemically modifying some existing functionality until the 
penultimate structure is achieved. This is then cleaved from 
the solid support by another chemical reaction into the 
solution within the well yielding an array of newly synthe 
sized individual compounds, which after postreaction modi 
?cation, if necessary, are suitable for testing for activity. 

ABSTRACT 

11 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets 
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APPARATUS FOR MULTIPLE 
SIlVIULTANEOUS SYNTHESIS 

This is a continuation of US. application Ser. No. 
08/430,696 ?led on Apr. 28, 1995, which is a continuation 
application of US. application Ser. No. 08/217,347, ?led 
Mar. 24, 1994, now abandoned, which is a divisional appli 
cation of US. application Ser. No. 08/012,557, ?led Feb. 2, 
1993, now US. Pat. No. 5,324,483, granted Jun. 28, 1994, 
which is a Continuation-In-Part application of US. Ser. No. 
07/958,383, ?led Oct. 8, 1992, now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention relates to an apparatus and method which 

are used for the multiple, simultaneous synthesis of com 
pounds, including but not limited to organic compounds. 

2. Description of Related Art 
It is well known in the art that peptides or oligonucle 

otides may be multiply and simultaneously synthesized. In 
a basic, single synthesis of a peptide, amino acids are 
simultaneously coupled to a functionalized solid support. 
Several methods have been developed by which peptides or 
oligonucleotides may be multiply synthesized. One such 
methodology for peptide synthesis was disclosed in Geysen, 
et al, International Publication Number WO 90/09395. Gey 
sen’s method involves funetionalizing the termini of poly 
meric rods and sequentially immersing the termini in solu 
tions of individual amino acids. Geysen’s approach has 
proven to be impractical for commercial production of 
peptides since only very minute quantities of polypeptides 
may be generated. In addition, this method is extremely 
labor intensive. A second method of peptide or oligonucle 
otide synthesis was developed by Affymax Technologies 
NV. and disclosed in US. Pat. No. 5,143,854. The Aifymax 
method involves sequentially using light for illuminating a 
plurality of polymer sequences on a substrate and delivering 
reaction ?uids to said substrate. This method of synthesis 
has numerous drawbacks, including the fact that the prod 
ucts are noncleavable and that the process produces large 
numbers, but only minute quantities of products. A further 
method and device for producing peptides or oligonucle 
otides is disclosed in Houghton, European Patent Number 
196174. Houghton’s apparatus is a polypropylene mesh 
container, similar to a tea-bag, which encloses reactive 
particles. The containers, however, are not amenable to 
general organic synthesis techniques. Further apparatus are 
disclosed in German Published Patent Application Number 
DE 4005518 and European Patent Number 0355582, issued 
to Boehringer Ingelheim KG. Like the earlier devices, these 
apparatus are not suitable for the synthesis of general 
organic compounds and are directed toward peptide or 
oligonucleotide synthesis. 
The synthesis of general organic compounds, poses many 

di?iculties which are absent in the synthesis of peptides or 
oligonucleotides. An approach describing the synthesis of 
unnatural, oligomeric peptides is reported by Simon, et al, in 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences U.S.A. 
1992;89:9367. Accordingly, none of the disclosed devices or 
methods for the multiple, simultaneous synthesis of peptides 
or oligonucleotides are useful for the synthesis of general 
organic compounds. Among the many special problems 
found in the synthesis of general organic compounds, as 
opposed to peptide or oligonucleotide synthesis, is the 
problem of providing a device which will accommodate the 
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2 
wide range of synthetic manipulations required for organic 
synthesis. The synthesis of general organic compounds often 
requires such varied conditions as an inert atmosphere, 
heating, cooling, agitation, and an environment to facilitate 
re?ux. Additionally, such synthesis requires chemical com 
patibility between the materials used in the apparatus for 
multiple synthesis and the reactants and solvents. Conse 
quently, the apparatus must be constructed of materials 
which are resistant to organic synthesis conditions and 
techniques. Organic synthesis also often requires agitation. 
Such agitation may be accomplished by magnetic stirring, 
sonicating, or rotational shaking. None of the prior art 
devices are suitable for use under these special conditions 
required for general organic synthesis. 

While undeniably useful, peptides or oligonucleotides 
have signi?cant limitations in their application to pharma 
ceutical discovery programs. The chemical leads discovered 
from these collections of compounds require extensive 
modi?cation due to the general unsuitability of peptides or 
nucleotides as stable, orally active drugs. The building 
blocks utilized are, in general, limited even allowing for the 
use of unnatural enantiomers or arti?cial amino acids and 
modi?ed nucleotides. The peptides or oligonucleotides gen 
erated possess a repetitive linkage, amide or phosphate 
moiety, which limits their structural diversity. 
The principal object of the present invention, therefore, is 

to overcome the limitations of the previous apparatus and 
methods which are limited to peptide or oligonucleotide 
synthesis and to provide an apparatus and method which will 
accommodate multiple, simultaneous synthesis of general 
organic compounds including, but not limited to, nonpeptide 
or nonnucleotide compounds. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to an apparatus and 
method which will provide a suitable environment for the 
synthesis of organic compounds. Additionally, the synthesis 
of inorganic compounds, organometallic compounds, and 
the like is entirely within the scope of the invention. 

Central to the demonstration of this concept is the need to 
devise a “general" method for multiple, simultaneous syn 
thesis of organic compounds. The synthesis method devel 
oped must satisfy the following criteria. The compounds 
should be simultaneously synthesized in an array format, 
which is compatible with the standard techniques of organic 
synthesis. The ?nal compounds should be produced indi~ 
vidually (not as mixtures) in soluble form. The quantity 
generated should be greater than 1 mg and in su?iciently 
pure form to allow direct biological testing. Additionally, to 
the extent possible, sample handling should be carried out 
using automated systems for speed, accuracy, and precision. 
A ?nal requirement is that the growing compounds must be 
readily separable from by-products and reagents. Solid 
phase synthesis techniques commonly used in peptide or 
oligonucleotide synthesis enable achievement of this crite 
ria. Typical solid supports (resins) include cross-linked 
divinylbenzene-styrene (polystyrene), controlled pore glass 
(CPG), polyacrylamides, poly(ethylene glycol)monomethyl 
ether and poly(ethylene glycol) (PEG), silica gel, cellulose, 
acrylic acid grafted polypropylene, and the like. Addition 
ally, the solid support contains a reactive moiety. Thus, a 
functionalized solid support is an insoluble material con 
taining an accessible reactive moiety such as, for example, 
a carboxylic acid, alcohol, amine, halomethyl and the like 
which is used to covalently attach an incoming building 
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block. A further objective of the present invention is to 
synthesize products with molecular weights of less than, but 
not limited to, 1500 g/mol. 
The approach described herein greatly increases the ?ex 

ibility and diversity of structures that can be produced by a 
parallel, solid phase synthesis technology. Since neither the 
building blocks nor the methods for connecting them are in 
any way limited, the chernistries compatible with this appa 
ratus and method are very broad, encompassing nearly all 
organic reactions. The key feature which allows for the 
success of this method is containment of a solid support 
Within a gas dispersion tube. This feature provides a unique 
means to segregate and manipulate the growing compounds 
on a solid support. Equipment designed to simultaneously 
manipulate the plurality of gas dispersion tubes and provide 
an environment to perform standard organic synthesis tech 
niques enables the multiple, simultaneous synthesis of, for 
example, 8, 40, 100, or more reactions at one time. 
The steps necessary to perform a synthesis are 1) devel 

opment of a synthetic route that will be feasible on a solid 
support, 2) veri?cation of the resin-based synthesis using 
several representative examples, and 3) execution of mul 
tiple, simultaneous synthesis within an array format to 
generate, for example, 8, 20, 40 unit arrays and the like. 
The method involves the sequential coupling of building 

blocks to form resin-bound intermediates until the ?nal or 
penultimate compound at each location in the array is 
constructed, but still resin-bound. In addition to coupling the 
building blocks directly, one may add, if required, a coupling 
agent or reagent which is intended to chemically participate 
in forming the covalent bond between the solid support and 
the building block or between building blocks. Coupling 
reagents include catalysts, chemical reagents, and the like. 
The sequential coupling reactions can be performed as 
illustrated in the following procedures: 
I. a functionalized solid support, a building block, a coupling 

reagent and solvent are reacted together; or 
II. a functionalized solid support, a reactive building block 

and solvent are reacted together; or 
III. a solid support with attached building block, a second 

building block, a coupling reagent and a solvent are 
reacted together; or 

IV. a solid support with attached building block, a second 
reactive building block, and a solvent are reacted together. 
Preferably, the sequential coupling reactions can be per 

formed as illustrated in the following procedures: 
I. (a) charging the apparatus with a solid support with 

attached building block wherein the building block has a 
reactive moiety protected by a proteting group and a 
solvent; 
(b) removing the protecting group from the reactive 

moiety with a deprotection reagent; 
(c) removing the deprotection reagent; 
(d) sequentially adding additional reactive building 

blocks in solvents to synthesize the compounds; and 
(e) cleaving the compounds from the solid support within 

the apparatus to afford the desired compounds; or 
II. (a) charging the apparatus with a solid support with 

attached building block wherein the building block has a 
reactive moiety protected by a protecting group and a 
solvent; 
(b) removing the protecting group from the reactive 

moiety with a deprotection reagent; 
(c) removing the deprotection reagent; 
(d) adding a coupling reagent in a solvent; 
(e) sequentially adding additional reactive building blocks 

and optionally coupling reagents in solvents to synthesize 
the compounds; and 
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4 
(f) cleaving the compounds from the solid support within 

the apparatus to afford the desired compounds; or 
III. (a) charging the apparatus with a solid support with 

attached building block and a solvent; 
(b) adding a reagent for changing the oxidation state of the 

reactive moiety; 
(c) sequentially adding additional reactive building blocks 

in solvents to synthesize the compounds; and 
(d) cleaving the compounds from the solid support within 

the apparatus to afford the desired compounds; or 
IV. (a) charging the apparatus with a solid support with 

attached building block and a solvent; 
(b) adding a reagent for changing the oxidation state of the 

reactive moiety; 
(0) adding a coupling reagent in a solvent; 
((1) sequentially adding additional reactive building 

blocks and optionally coupling reagents in solvents to syn 
thesize the compounds; and 

(e) cleaving the compounds from the solid support within 
the apparatus to aiford the desired compounds. 

Other strategies for constructing the growing compounds 
on the solid support are possible and are encompassed 
within the scope of the present invention. 

Cleavage of the ?nal compound from the resin yields a 
product which can be readily separated from the spent resin. 
Several options are available for achieving this cleavage and 
these are illustrated in Scheme 1. A single, invariant cleav 
age reagent can be employed to attack the resin-bound 
product linkage to yield a ?nal compound containing an 
invariant functionality. Cleavage can be aifected utilizing a 
variety of incoming building ' blocks to attack the resin 
linkage and give a product with variations in structure at the 
site of detachment. An alternative strategy constructs a 
precursor compound (resin-bound) possessing a distal func 
tionality which, when activated or unmasked, will attack the 
resin-linking bond resulting in ejection of the cyclized ?nal 
compound into solution. Since “unreacted” compounds 
remain attached to the resin, the latter option provides a 
means to produce cleaner ?nal products. 
The use of a solid support to multiply and simultaneously 

synthesize a subset of related, individual compounds 
requires a means of preparing the compounds in an array 
format. The method for constructing a compound array is 
illustrated with the following two examples: In one variant, 
the ?nal compound, prior to detachment from the solid 
support, can be constructed from two building blocks/ 
portions/halves utilizing a single coupling reaction to join 
the two smaller parts. One starts by selecting the congeners 
of building block #1 (for example, 3; A, B, and C) to be 
directly attached to the solid support and the number of 
congeners of the second half (building block #2) of the ?nal 
compound that will be attached to the ?rst building block 
(for example, 3; X, Y, and Z). The number of congeners of 
building block #1 multiplied by the number of congeners of 
building block #2 gives the number of locations contained in 
the array, in this example 3><3=9. Each of the congeners of 
#1 is covalently attached to the solid support a number of 
times equal to the number of congeners of #2, herein each 
of the ?rst building blocks (A, B, and C) is coupled to the 
support in three locations each (9 couplings total). The 
covalent joining of the second building block to the ?rst 
building block is now carried out with each of the congeners 
of building block #2 (i.e., A, B, and C are each coupled once 
with Z giving AZ, BZ, and CZ). Completion of the progres 
sion of couplings yields all nine expected permutations. This 
is illustrated in Scheme A. 
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SCHEME A. Construction of an Array Involving One 
Coupling Reaction 

Building Building Block #1 

Block #2 A B C 

X AX BX CX 
Y AY BY CY 
Z AZ BZ Cz 

To achieve additional structural variation, one can utilize 
the addition of a third set of building blocks (for example, 
3; l, 2, and 3) and thus a second coupling reaction to provide 
27 elements from an array of 3><3><3=27. To accomplish this 
in the array synthesis will require that the ?rst array (build 
ing block #1 coupled to building block #2 which is nine 
elements) be replicated three times so that when the third 
building block is added, the ?nal elements are produced 
separately. This would be carried out as is illustrated in 
Scheme B. The expansion of the number of congeners 
within each building block set and the expansion of the 
number of discrete building blocks can be carried to what 
ever level desired to prepare arrays of any desired size or 
structural variability. 
An alternative array construction can be carried out using 

a large number of congeners of several building blocks but 
choosing not to prepare every permutation possible (for 
example, two building blocks each with 30 congeners leads 
to 900 possible compounds). In this instance quantitative 
structure activity relationship techniques and statistical 
methods can be used to select the most desired subsets of 
congeners to employ in preparing a smaller array. 

SCHEME B. Construction of an Array Involving Two 
Coupling Reactions 

Build 
ing 

Block Building Block #1 (A, B, C) 

#2 A B C A B C A B C 

X AXl BXl CXl AX2 BX2 CX2 AX3 BX3 CX3 
Y AYl BYl CYl AY2 BY2 CY2 AY3 BY3 CY3 
Z All BZl CZl AZ2 B22 C22 AZ3 BZ3 CZ3 

l 2 3 
Building Block #3 (l, 2, 3) 

To achieve the foregoing objects and in accordance with 
the purpose of the invention, as embodied and broadly 
described herein, the invention provides an apparatus for the 
multiple, simultaneous synthesis of compounds comprising: 
(a) a plurality of reaction tubes, with each reaction tube 
having a ?lter device on its lower end; (b) a reservoir block 
which has a means for containing a plurality of reaction 
wells and receiving the ?lter devices on the lower ends of the 
plurality of reaction tubes; (0) a holder block with a plurality 
of apertures which correspond to the location of the plurality 
of reaction wells in the reservoir block and the plurality of 
reaction tubes; (d) a manifold located adjacent to the holder 
block, with the lower end of the manifold open such that the 
manifold may be placed on the holder block and surround 
the upper ends of the reaction tubes which are protruding 
upward through the apertures in the holder block; (e) a 
means for providing a sealed connection which is imperme 
able to gases and liquids between the holder block and the 
manifold and the holder block and the reservoir block; and 
(f) a means for fastening together the components of the 
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6 
apparatus. FIGS. 1-10 illustrate the components and 
embodiments of the apparatus. 

In a second embodiment, the upper end of the manifold 
has a plurality of apertures which correspond in location to 
the apertures in the holder block. In this second embodi 
ment, a plate which has a plurality of apertures which 
correspond in location to the apertures in the upper end of 
the manifold, and a means for providing a seal between the 
plate and the upper end of the manifold is provided. FIGS. 
1 and 6 illustrate the components of this particular embodi 
ment. A further advantage of the present invention is that the 
apparatus provides the ability to monitor the reaction pro 
cess by removal of a ?ltrate aliquot from the reaction well 
and analyze the solution-by common chromatographic 
methods, such as Gas Chromatography/Internal Standard 
(GC/ISTD), High Pressure Liquid Chromatography/Internal 
Standard (HPLC/ISTD) or Thin Layer Chromatography 
(TLC), titration, colorimetry, spectroscopic methods, and 
the like. Additionally, by providing a separate reaction 
vessel for each reaction, the apparatus allows for the integ 
rity of the ?ltrates, intermediates, and compounds which are 
generated. 
The apparatus of the present invention has the additional 

advantages of being constructed of materials which are 
chemically compatible with organic reagents, such as cor 
rosive acids and organic solvents, required for organic 
reactions. The present invention has the further advantage of 
having the ability to provide a suitable means for the 
manipulations, such as agitation, heating, cooling, re?uxing, 
and an inert atmosphere, common to organic synthesis. 

Additional objectives and advantages of the invention will 
be set forth in part in the description that follows, and in part 
will be obvious from this description, or may be learned by 
practice of the invention. The objects and advantages of the 
invention may be realized and attained by means of the 
instrumentalities and combinations particularly pointed out 
in the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

While this speci?cation concludes with claims particu 
larly pointing out and distinctly claiming that which is 
regarded as the present invention, the objects and advan 
tages of this invention may be more readily ascertained from 
the following description of a preferred embodiment when 
read in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

FIG. 1 is an illustration of the components of the preferred 
embodiment of the apparatus of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the components of the 
preferred embodiment of the apparatus of the invention. 

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view showing each of 
the components of the preferred embodiment of the appa 
ratus of the invention. 

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view FIG. 3. 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged partial cross-section of FIG. 4. 
FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective view of the preferred 

embodiment of the invention. 
FIG. 7 is an alternative embodiment for pressure equal 

ization by a jacketed gas dispersion tube. 
FIG. 8 is an alternative embodiment for pressure equal 

ization by a capillary tube. 
FIG. 9 is an alternative embodiment of the components 

for providing a gas-tight seal. 
FIG. 10 is an illustration of the solid-phase extraction 

equipment for postcleavage manipulations. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Reference will now be made in detail to the presently 
preferred embodiments of the invention. 
The apparatus of the present invention comprises a plu 

rality of reaction vessels. For the sake of illustration only, the 
accompanying drawings and description describe a device 
containing eight such reaction vessels, unless otherwise 
described. A device having a greater or lesser number of 
reaction vessels is entirely within the scope of the invention. 
Further, the apparatus is described in the accompanying 
drawings as having a horizontal cross-section which is 
rectangular in shape. An apparatus having a square or 
circular horizontal cross'section is also entirely within the 
scope of the present invention. Additionally, the apparatus 
may be adapted to be fully automated or semiautomated, and 
such adaptations are also within the scope of invention. 

An initial element of the apparatus (10) as shown in FIGS. 
1—6 is reaction vessels which can be any vessels capable of 
containing resin and organic reactants. In the preferred 
embodiment of the invention, the reaction vessels are a 
combination of reaction tubes and reaction wells. The reac 
tion tubes are most preferably gas dispersion tubes (11). The 
lower ends of the reaction tubes have ?lters (14) and one or 
more pressure equalization holes (40) pierced in the reaction 
tubes (11) above the ?lters (14). The total length of each 
reaction tube can be from 50 to 300 mm with a preferred 
length of 250 mm. The upper ends of the reaction tubes may 
have an outside diameter of from 5 to 25 mm, with a 
preferred outside diameter of 8 mm. The inside diameter of 
the upper ends of the reaction tubes can be from 1 to 24 mm, 
with a preferred inside diameter of 5 mm. To allow for the 
materials in the reaction tube to mix with reactants, a ?lter 
(14) should be located in the lower end of the reaction tube 
(11). The length of the ?lters (14) on the lower ends of the 
reaction tubes can be from 1 to 300 mm, with a preferred 
length of 25 mm. The ?lters (14) on the lower ends of the 
reaction tubes may have an outside diameter of from 5 to 30 
mm, with a preferred outside diameter of 12 mm. The ?lters 
(14) on the lower ends of the reaction tubes may have an 
inside diameter of from 1 to 24 mm, with a preferred inside 
diameter of 5 mm. Preferably, in order to allow the maxi 
mum reaction between material placed in the reaction tube 
and surrounding reactant, this ?lter (14) is preferably con‘ 
structed of fritted glass. The porosity of the frit may be 
modi?ed or selected to accommodate various mesh sizes of 
solid supports and to affect more ef?cient reaction mixing. 
The pore diameter may be from 10 to 400 pm, with a 
preferred pore diameter of 145 to 175 run for 200 to 400 
mesh resin. The reaction tubes, including the ?lters, must be 
constructed of a material which will not be harmed by the 
presence of the volatile and/or corrosive reactants which are 
often necessary to carry out organic chemical reactions. 
Such materials include glass, polytetra?uoroethylene 
(PTFE), stainless steel, ceramics, or alternate glasses, met 
als, or plastics, preferably glass. One or more (preferably 
one) pressure equalization holes (40) located on the reaction 
tube at a position above the ?lter and below the bottom face 
of the holder block provides a means to equilibrate any 
pressure differentials within the sealed apparatus. The posi 
tion of the pressure equalization holes above the ?lter may 
be from 1 to 250 mm, with a preferred height of 20 mm 
above the top of the ?lter (14). The diameter of the pressure 
equalization holes must be small enough to prevent loss of 
resin through them or cause signi?cant loss of air pressure 
during sparging. The pressure equalization holes may have 
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a diameter from 100 to 2000 pm, with a preferred diameter 
of 1000 pm. 
A second component of the apparatus of the present 

invention as shown in FIGS. 1-6 is a reservoir block (15). 
The reservoir block (15) contains a plurality of reaction 
wells (16). In a preferred embodiment, the reservoir block 
consists of a reservoir rack (41) which is adapted to hold at 
least as many removable reaction wells (16) as the number 
of reaction tubes (11). The reservoir rack is constructed of a 
material such as aluminum, stainless steel, PTFE, ceramics, 
or various types of plastics, glasses, or metals. The reaction 
wells (16) are constructed of a solid, nonporous material 
which is capable of withstanding the reactive components, 
manipulations, and pressures required for organic synthesis. 
Such materials include glass, stainless steel, PTFE, ceram 
ics, and various types of plastics, metals, or glasses, pref 
erably glass. The reaction wells (16) in the reservoir block 
(15) should be sufficient in number, depth and diameter to 
accommodate the ?lters (14) on the lower ends of the 
reaction tubes (11) with each individual reaction well (16) 
suitable for receiving the lower end of one reaction tube, and 
to simultaneously hold a quantity of reactant necessary to 
perform the required reactions. The reaction wells (16) 
should be located throughout the reservoir block (15), such 
that each reaction well (16) is not in direct contact with any 
neighboring reaction wells. The depth of the reaction well 
may be from l to 300 mm, with a preferred depth of 50 mm. 
The inner diameter of the reaction well may be from 7 to 100 
mm, with a preferred inner diameter of 18 mm. While not 
necessary to fully utilize the apparatus of the present inven 
tion, in a preferred embodiment the reaction wells are 
constructed of a transparent material, such as glass, plexi 
glass, or alternate glasses or plastics, so that the reactions 
may be visually monitored. 
A further component of the invention as shown in FIGS. 

1-6 is a holder block (18) located adjacent to the reservoir 
block (15). A plurality of apertures (19) are located through 
out the holder block (18). These apertures (19) correspond in 
location, and preferably in number, to the reaction wells (16) 
located in the reservoir block (15), such that When the 
holder block (18) is placed on top of the reservoir block as 
in FIGS. 1-6, the apertures (19) in the holder block (18) are 
located directly above the reaction wells (16) in the reservoir 
block (15). The apertures (19) in the holder block (18) must 
be of sufficient diameter so that the upper ends (12) of the 
reaction tubes (11) will pass through the apertures. The 
diameter of the apertures (19) must not be so large, however, 
that they do not closely surround and support the upper ends 
(12) of the reaction tubes (11). Such support allows the 
holder block to secure the reaction tubes so as to prevent 
them from torquing, wobbling, or moving vertically. The 
holder block also provides a means for physically handling 
and manipulating the plurality of reaction tubes (11) as a 
single unit. The holder block (18) is preferably constructed 
from a heat-resistant material, such as PTFE, stainless steel, 
ceramics, glass, or certain types of metals, glasses, or 
plastics, so that it will be able to withstand organic reaction 
conditions. 

The invention further includes a manifold (20) which, as 
shown in FIGS. 1-6, is located adjacent to the holder block 
(18). The manifold (20) is in the form of a hollow chamber. 
Preferably, the manifold consists of four side walls (21) and 
a top wall (22), and has an opening on the lower end. In the 
preferred embodiment of the invention, the upper ends (12) 
of the reaction tubes, (11) after passing upward through the 
apertures (19) in the holder block, (18) enter and are 
enclosed within the manifold (20). When located adjacent to 
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the holder block, the manifold provides an air-tight chamber 
which facilitates manipulations common to organic synthe 
sis. In a preferred embodiment, the manifold (20) will have 
a plurality of ports (23), preferably two, located on at least 
one of the side walls (21) of the manifold (20). These ports 
may be aligned in any con?guration and can be adapted to 
perform as inlet and outlet ports so that gaseous and/or liquid 
materials may be introduced into and recycled out of the 
manifold. The ports (23) allow control over the atmosphere 
within the manifold (20) and provide a means to sparge the 
reaction tubes (11). While not necessary to fully utilize the 
apparatus of the present invention, in a preferred embodi 
ment the manifold is constructed of a transparent material, 
such as glass, plexiglass, or alternate glasses or plastics, so 
that the reactions may be visually monitored. 

FIG. 3 illustrates the interface of the manifold (20) and the 
holder block (18), which in the preferred embodiment of the 
invention contains a ?rst gasket or plurality of gaskets (24) 
placed between the holder block and the manifold. Such 
placement of a ?rst gasket(s) creates a sealing effect between 
the manifold and the holder block in order to allow manipu 
lations such as pressurization, inert atmosphere, and chilled 
gas circulation to take place. The ?rst gasket(s) (24) sur 
rounds the reaction tubes (11). The ?rst gasket(s) may be 

‘ made from PTFE and/or various rubbers and/or various 
plastics, with preferred types of rubber being neoprene, 
silicone, and Viton® (copolymer of hexa?uoropropylene 
and 1,1-di?uoroenylene). In a further embodiment, a second 
gasket or plurality of gaskets (26) may be located at the 
interface of the reservoir block (15) and the holder block 
(18). The second gasket(s) may be made from PTFE and/or 
various rubbers and/or various plastics, with preferred types 
of rubber being neoprene, silicone, and Viton®. 

FIG. 6 illustrates one further preferred embodiment of the 
invention. In this embodiment, the top wall of the manifold 
(28) contains apertures (29) which, when the manifold (20) 
is located on the holder block (18), correspond in number 
and spatial location to the apertures (19) in the holder block 
(18). In conjunction with this embodiment, a plate (30) with 
apertures (31) corresponding in number and spatial location 
to the apertures (29) in the top wall (28) of the manifold (20) 
is placed on the top wall of the manifold. A third gasket or 
plurality of third gaskets (34) placed between the top wall of 
the manifold and the plate allows the manifold (20) to 
remain sealed despite the apertures (29) in the top wall (28) 
of the manifold. In this embodiment, the third gasket(s) (34) 
may be made from PTFE and/or various rubbers and/or 
various plastics, with preferred types of rubber being neo 
prene, silicone, and Viton® so that it is puncturable with a 
needle-like object and reseals following the puncture. 
A further component of the invention is a means for 

fastening all of the various elements together. Any means 
may be used so long as the elements are securely fastened 
together. In one embodiment, the fastening means consist of 
spring clips a?ixed to the sides of the components of the 
apparatus so that the elements may be releasably connected 
to each other. As shown in FIGS. 2—6, one or more spring 
clips (35) may be used for releasably connecting the mani 
fold (20) and the holder block (18). When spring clips (35) 
are fastened, the manifold and the holder block may be 
fastened together and moved in tandem, and separated from 
the reservoir block (15). Such an embodiment is especially 
useful for removing the reaction tubes, in combination with 
the holder block and the manifold, from the reservoir block 
and draining off any excess reactant. As shown in FIG. 2, 
spring clips (36) are provided at the interface of the holder 
block (18) and the reservoir block (15) and, when fastened, 
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allow the holder block (18) and the reservoir block (15) to 
be fastened together independently of the manifold.(20) 
Spring clips (35) and spring clips (36) may all be fastened 
simultaneously, at which point the manifold (20), the holder 
block (18), and the reservoir block (15) are all tightly 
fastened as a single unit. 

In a further preferred embodiment, illustrated in FIG. 6, 
the fastening means consist of a plurality of rods (32) located 
within the apparatus and which extend for the entire length 
of the apparatus, from the bottom wall of the reservoir block 
through the top wall of the manifold, or in a second 
embodiment, the plate located adjacent the top wall of the 
manifold. The rods (32) are preferably grooved at each end 
so that tighteners (33), such as wing-nuts, may be tightly 
screwed onto the rods so as to fasten the elements together. 
In a preferred embodiment, such rods are located at each of 
the four corners of the apparatus and additional intermediate 
locations dependent on the size of the apparatus. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6, a groove (38) is 
provided along the edge of the plate (30). Two or more 
spring clips (37) are attached to the side wall of the manifold 
(20) and snap into the grooves (38) on the upper side of the 
plate (30). When spring clips (37) are fastened, plate (30) 
and gasket(s) (34) are held tightly against the top wall (28) 
of the manifold (20), and allow the manifold to maintain a 
seal despite the presence of apertures (29). This particular 
embodiment is most useful when sensitive chemicals are 
being used in the reaction. The use of spring clips as a 
fastening means may be in addition to or instead of the use 
of the plurality of rods as earlier set forth. 

FIGS. .7 and 8 illustrate alternative embodiments for 
equalization of pressure between the reaction tube (11) and 
the reaction well (16). FIG. 7 illustrates a jacketed reaction 
tube (11). A hollow tube (45), constructed of a material such 
as glass, stainless steel, or PTFE, is placed as a jacket around 
the upper end of the reaction tube (11). The outside diameter 
of the jacket (45) may be from 8 to 36 mm, with a preferred 
outside diameter of 15 mm. The inside diameter of the jacket 
(45) may be from 6 to 33 mm, with a preferred inside 
diameter of 12 mm. The length of the jacket (45) can be from 
1 to 300 mm, with a preferred length of 200 mm. The jacket 
may extend below the lower face of the holder block (18), 
into the reaction well (16). The length of the jacket (45) 
extends below the lower face of the holder block (18) by 0 
to 300 mm and the reaction tube (11) is held in place by one 
or more protrusions (46) on the inside face of the jacket at 
two or more positions along the length of the jacket (45). 
These protrusions (46) are constructed of one or more of the 
following materials: glass, PTFE, or alternate plastics or 
glasses. Accordingly, the apertures (19) in the holder block 
(18) must be of sufficient diameter so that the jacket (45) will 
pass through the apertures. 

FIG. 8 illustrates a capillary pressure release tube (47). A 
hollow tube, constructed of a material such as glass, stain 
less steel, PTFE, or alternate plastics or glasses, is placed in 
an aperture (48) in the holder block (18) directly adjacent to 
and parallel to the reaction tube (11) and within the inner 
diameter of the reaction well (16). The apertures (19) in the 
holder block (18) must be of sufficient diameter so that the 
capillary tubes will pass through the apertures. The diameter 
of the apertures (19) must not be so large, however, that they 
do not closely surround and support the capillary. Such 
support allows the holder block to secure the capillary tubes 
so as to prevent them from torquing, wobbling, or moving 
vertically. The outside diameter of the capillary tube (47) 
may be from 2 to 13 mm, preferably 2 mm. The inside 
diameter of the capillary tube (47) may be from 1 to 10 mm, 
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preferably 1 mm. The length of the capillary tube (47) may 
be from 1 to 300 mm, with a preferred length of 200 mm. 
The lower end of the capillary tube (47) may extend below 
the lower face of the holder block (18), into the reaction well 
(16). Preferably, the lower end of the capillary tube (47) 
extends below the lower face of the holder block (18) by 0 
to 300 mm. Accordingly, in this embodiment a second set of 
apertures (48) in the holder block (18) and sealing gaskets 
(24 and 26) must be of su?icient diameter to accommodate 
the capillary tube (47). The upper end of the capillary tube 
extends into the manifold (20). 

FIG. 9 illustrates an alternative embodiment for the seal 
ing and containment of the reaction utilizing an o-shaped 
ring (42) seal between the reaction tube (11), the holder 
block (18), and the reaction well (16) to provide a greaseless, 
vacuum tight connection. The ?rst spherical joint (43), 
opening downward, tooled with a groove to accommodate 
the o-shaped ring (42) is fused to the-outer wall of the 
reaction tube (11). A second spherical joint (44) having the 
same diameter and groove size of the ?rst spherical joint and 
opening upward to accommodate the same o-shaped ring 
(42) is constructed at the top of the corresponding reaction 
well (16). The outside diameter of the ?rst and second 
spherical joints (43 and 44) may be from 5 to 50 mm. The 
position of the ?rst spherical joint (43) fused to the outer 
wall of the reaction tube (11) is above both the ?lter (14) and 
pressure equalization hole (40) and at a height necessary to 
adequately accommodate the glass frit within the sealed 
reaction well (16) when the seal is achieved. The position of 
the ?rst spherical joint (43) may be from 1 to 299 mm above 
the top of the ?lter (14), with a preferred height of 25 mm 
above the ?lter, corresponding to the preferred height of the 
?lter (14) and preferred depth of the reaction well (16) 
described above. The position of the corresponding second 
spherical joint (44) fused to the top of the reaction well (16) 
is also at a height necessary to adequately accommodate the 
?lter (14) within the sealed reaction well (16) when the seal 
is achieved. The position of the second spherical joint (44) 
may be from 1 to 299 mm above the bottom of the reaction 
well (16), with a preferred height of 50 mm above the 
bottom of the reaction well (16). In this embodiment, the 
faces of the apertures on the lower side of the holder block 
(18) should be chamfered to accommodate the ?rst spherical 
joint (43) attached to the outer wall of the reaction tube (11). 
Furthermore, the faces of the apertures on the upper side of 
the reservoir rack (41) should be chamfered to accommodate 
the second spherical joint (44) attached to the reaction well 
(16). The use of an o-shaped ring seal obviates the need for 
the second gasket (26) between the holder block (18) and the 
reservoir block (15). 

FIG. 10 illustrates the solid phase extraction (SPE) system 
used‘ for post-cleavage manipulations of the ?nal reaction 
solutions. The SPE system consists of a ?rst rack (50) having 
a frame which supports one or more test tubes (51), pref 
erably the same number of test tubes as compounds synthe 
sized in the array set forth above, for example, 8, 40, or 100 
compounds. The ?rst rack can be the same as, or compatible 
with, the reservoir block (15), reservoir rack (41), and 
reaction wells (16) described above and illustrated in FIGS. 
1-6. The test tubes (51) are constructed of a solid, nonporous 
material such as glass, stainless steel, PTFE, ceramics, or 
various types of plastic. Preferably, the test tubes are con 
structed of glass. During operation of the SPE system, the 
?rst rack, in combination with the test tubes, is placed in a 
vacuum box (52). One or more valves (53) control the 
pressure within the vacuum box. A second rack (54) which 
supports one or more removable cartridges (55) ?ts on top 
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of the vacuum box. The ?rst and second racks (50 and 54) 
are constructed of a material such as aluminum, stainless 
steel, PI‘FE, ceramics, or various types of plastics, glasses, 
or metals. One or more gaskets (55) are adhered to the lower 
side of the base of the second rack (56) to provide a means 
for achieving a seal between the vacuum box and the second 
rack. One or more spring clips (57) are attached to the side 
walls of the vacuum box (52), preferably two clips are 
located on opposing sides, and snap into the grooves (58) in 
the upper side of the base of the second rack (54). When the 
spring clip (57) is fastened, the second rack (54) and gasket 
(55) are held tightly against the top wall (59) of the vacuum 
box (52) to maintain a seal. One or more needle-like objects 
(60), corresponding in number and location to the test tubes 
(51), are mounted in the base of the second rack (54), 
protrude through the gasket (55), and open into the test tubes 
(51). Removable cartridges (61) are used in combination 
with the needle-like objects (60). The lower end of each 
cartridge opens into the upper end of the corresponding 
needle-like object. The cartridges may be ?lled with solids 
or solid supports such as silica gel, drying agents, cellulose, 
and the like, and then eluted with solvents or reagent 
solutions which may be eluted through the cartridges, 
through the needles, and into the corresponding test tubes. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF EXPERIMENTAL 
PROCEDURE 

A number of reaction tubes equal to the total number of 
compounds to be synthesized by the array method are loaded 
with 1 to 1000 mg, preferably 100 mg, of the appropriate 
functionalized solid support, preferably 1 to 3% cross-linked 
polystyrene. The individual reaction tubes are inserted into 
the holder block. The reaction tubes, in combination with the 
holder block and manifold, are inserted into the reservoir 
block so that each reaction tube is submerged in a volume, 
preferably 3 to 5 mL, of a solvent capable of swelling the 
polystyrene resin (such as, but not limited to, dichlo 
romethane, chloroform, dimethylformarnide (DMF), diox 
ane, toluene, tetrahydrofuran (TI-IF), ethanol and the like). 
The polystyrene resin within the reaction tubes is preferably 
agitated for 15 to 30 minutes to affect swelling. Swelling 
times of 5 to 600 minutes, with or without agitation are also 
within the scope of the invention. The reaction tubes, in 
combination with the holder block and manifold, are 
removed from the reservoir block and the excess solvent 
within the reaction tubes is allowed to drain, preferably by 
gravity, although, gas pressure applied to the manifold inlet 
(while closing the outlet) can be used to expel the solvent, 
if desired. 

The reaction wells are emptied of solvent and the proper 
reactant solutions are dispensed into the new or clean 
reaction wells at appropriate locations in the reservoir block. 
If the reactant is actually one of the building blocks that is 
to become covalently attached to the growing compound on 
the solid support; the quantity of reactant is usually 1 to 100 
equivalents based on the rnilliequivalents per gram (meq/g) 
loading of functionalized solid support (typically 01 to 1.0 
meq/g for polystyrene resins) originally weighed into the 
reaction tube. Additional equivalents of reactants can be 
used if required to drive the reaction to completion in a 
reasonable time. The reaction tubes, in combination with the 
holder block and manifold, are reinserted into the reservoir 
block and the apparatus is fastened together. Gas ?ow 
through the manifold is initiated to provide a controlled 
environment, for example, nitrogen, argon, air, and the like. 
The gas ?ow may also be heated or chilled prior to ?ow 
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through the manifold. Heating or cooling of the reaction 
wells is achieved by immersing the reservoir block in water 
baths, oil baths, isopropanol/dry ice baths, sand baths, and 
the like to perform synthetic reactions. Agitation is achieved 
by shaking, sonication (preferred), or magnetic stirring 
(within the reaction well or within the reaction tube). Re?ux 
is achieved by circulating chilled gas through the manifold 
while heating the reaction wells in the reservoir block. 
Reactants may be injected directly into the reaction tubes 
through an injectable gasket on the top of the manifold. The 
reaction is allowed to proceed for an amount of time deemed 
necessary from the preliminary validation experiments or 
monitored by removal and quantitative analysis of ?ltrate 
aliquots from selected wells by methods such as GC/ISTD 
or HPLC/ISTD. If necessary, the complete assembly is‘ 
allowed to return to ambient temperature, then the holder 
block and manifold, in combination with the reaction tubes, 
are detached from and raised above the reservoir block and 
the excess reagent solution is drained by gravity followed by 
gas pressure applied to the manifold inlet (while closing the 
outlet) to expel the excess reagents, solvents, and by 
products. The resin-bound intermediate within each reaction 
tube is washed clean of excess retained reagents, solvents, 
and by-products by repetitive exposure to clean solvent(s) 
by one of two methods: 1) the reaction wells are ?lled with 
solvent (preferably 1—5 mL), the reaction tubes, in combi 
nation with the holder block and manifold, are immersed and 
agitated for 5 to 300 minutes, preferably 15 minutes, and 
drained by gravity followed by gas pressure applied through 
the manifold inlet (while closing the outlet) to expel the 
solvent; 2) the manifold is removed from the holder block, 
aliquots of solvent (preferably 5 mL) are dispensed through 
the top of the reaction tubes and drained by gravity through 
the ?lter into a receiving vessel such as a test tube or vial. 
Both of the above washing procedures are repeated 1 to 50 
times (preferably 10 times), monitoring the efficiency of 
reagent, solvent, and byproduct removal by methods such as 
TLC, GC, or visualization of the wash ?ltrates. 
The above described procedure of reacting the resin 

bound compound with reagents within the reaction wells 
followed by removal of excess reagents, byproducts, and 
solvents is repeated with each successive transformation 
until the ?nal or penultimate resin-bound compound is 
prepared. 

Detachment of the ?nal product from the solid support is 
achieved by immersion of the reaction tubes, in combination 
with the holder block and manifold, in reaction wells con 
taining a solution of the cleavage reagent (preferably 3-5 
mL). Gas ?ow, temperature control, agitation, and reaction 
monitoring are implemented as above and as desired to 
aifect the detachment reaction. The reaction tubes, in com 
bination with the holder block and manifold, are disas 
sembled from the reservoir block and raised above the 
solution level but below the upper lip of the reaction wells 
and gas pressure is applied through the manifold inlet (while 
closing the outlet) to e?iciently expel the ?nal product 
solution into the reservoir wells. The spent resin in the 
reaction tubes is then washed 2 to 5 times as above with 3 
to 5 mL of an appropriate solvent to extract (wash out) as 
much of the detached product as possible. The ?nal product 
solutions are combined, taking care to avoid cross-mixing. 
The individual solutions/extracts are then manipulated as 
needed to isolate the ?nal compounds. Typical manipula 
tions include, but are not limited to, evaporation, concen_ 
tration, liquid/liquid extraction, acidi?cation, basi?cation, 
neutralization or additional reactions in solution. 

The ?nal compounds are individually tested for biological 
activity once they are isolated. For example, the method of 
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Sweetnam, et al, Molecular Pharmacology 1986;29:299 
employing bovine cortical membranes as a receptor source 
and a radiolabeled benzodiazepine, such as Flunitrazepam, 
to determine competitive ligand binding to the benzodiaz 
epine receptor (central [brain] localized) and some quanti 
tative measure of relative binding potency such as KB or 
1C50 values. Performing this type of assay serves two 
purposes: 1) to discover new compounds with biological 
activity in a given biological screening assay and 2) the 
development of a relationship between the structural varia 
tions contained within the series and biological potency. 
This second utility is known as development of a structure 
activity relationship (SAR). This type of assay can be done 
using the compounds isolated from the array synthesis for 
any receptor binding screen or assay (screening for receptor 
agonists or antagonists), enzyme functional assays (measur 
ing competitive or noncompetitive inhibition of the cata 
lyzed reaction), and the like. 

This strategy may be used to screen for pharmaceutical 
agents, veterinary agents, agricultural agents, diagnostic 
reagents, and the like. 

Typical compounds and pharmaceutical applications 
include: (1) nitrogen containing heterocyclic compounds; 
imidazopyridines having antiulcer or anxiolytic activities, 
dihydropyridines having calcium antagonist activity, 
nucleoside and nucleoside analogs having antiviral activity, 
indazoles having SHT3 antagonist activity, piperidines hav 
ing antidopamine, antiserotonin, antidepressant, or antihis 
tamine activities, benzazepines having antiparkinsonism and 
antidopamine activities, indoles and condensed indoles with 
5HT antagonist activities, quinolines and isoquinolines hav~ 
ing anti-infective and antiulcer activities, pyrrolidines hav 
ing anti-infective and antihypertensive activities, aminopy 
rimidines having antihypertensive activities, pyrrolizidines 
having antiarrhythmic activities, guanidines having antican 
cer activities, tetrazoles having antiallergenic; (2) oxygen 
containing heterocycles; benzopyrans having potassium 
agonist and antagonist activities, coumarins having anti 
platelet aggregating and antithrombotic activities, prostag 
landins and prostacyclins having antiplatelet, antiulcer, labor 
inducing activities, psoralens having antipsoriasis activities, 
tetrahydrofurans and pyrans having antidiabetic activity; (3) 
nitrogen and sulfur containing compounds; beta-lactams and 
cephalosporins having anti-infective activities; (4) carbocy 
clic compounds; tocopherol analogs having antipsoriasis 
activities, vitamin D analogs having antipsoriasis activities, 
steroids having anti-in?ammatory, bronchiodilating, antihy 
perplasia and antifertility activities, naphthalenes having 
antifungal activities, anthracene analogs having anticancer 
activities; (5) alicyclic compounds; polyunsaturated alkenes 
having antithrombotic activities, hydroxypropanolamines 
having adrenergic blocking activities, benzofused bicyclic 
amines having analgesic activities, aryl amides having anes 
thetic, gastroprokinetic, antidepressant, and anti-in?amma 
tory activities; and (6) cyclic peptides and cyclic nucleotide 
having anti-infective and antiautoimmune activities; and the 
like. 

In alternative uses, the apparatus and methods may be 
implemented without using a solid support, for example, 
standard solution techniques. An additional alternative use 
of the apparatus is for the optimization of chemical reac~ 
tions, for example, reaction yields or reaction times, on solid 
supports or in solution. This use is accomplished by per 
forming the same reaction in all reaction well locations but 
systematically determining and varying dependent reaction 
variables across the array. For example, the reagent concen 
tration and/or reagent equivalency (mole percentage) can be 
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varied from near zero to the maximum achievable with an 
undiluted reagent. Typically, one varies this variable from 
0.001 to 25 mol. Reaction times can be varied within the 
array by withdrawal of the contents of the reaction well, 
followed by for example workup, and/or isolation, and/0r 
puri?cation, and/or quantitation of the ?nal solution. Statis 
tical experimental design strategies or quantitative structure 
activity relationship (QSAR) strategies may also be imple 
mented to select a subset of locations within the original 
array which will provide the necessary information for ?nal 
analysis and conclusions, therefore reducing the number of 
reactions necessary in the ?nal array. 

Synthesis of Dipeptides 

In the operation of the present invention, the synthesis of 
dipeptides is achieved using the apparatus and applying 
9-?uorenylmethyloxycarbonyl (FMOC) strategy, as taught 
in Meienhofer, et al, International Journal Peptide Protein 
Research 1979;13:35 and Atherton, et al, Bioorganic Chem 
istry, l979;8:35l on a variety of commercially available 
polystyrene resins (see Table 1). For peptide acids the 
p-benzyloxy benzyl alcohol cross-linked divinylbenzene 
styrene (WANG) resin, as taught in Wang, Journal American 
Chemistry Society 1973;95:1328, is utilized. Eight FMOC 
amino acid resins including phenylalanine, glycine, alanine, 
isoleucine, leucine, proline, valine, and tryptophan are 
deprotected, reacted with either FMOC alanine or FMOC 
isoleucine, deprotected again, then cleaved from the resin to 
generate 16 discrete dipeptides. A total of 3 to 20 mg 
(28-85%) of each crude dipeptide is isolated as the tri?uo 
roacetic acid (TFA) salt and analyzed by HPLC, mass 
spectroscopy (MS), and proton nuclear magnetic resonance 
spectroscopy (IHNMR) (see Table 1). 

Synthesis of Hydantoins 

The synthesis of an array of 40 hydantoins, including 
phenytoin, is achieved using the apparatus described herein. 
Five samples of eight FMOC or BOC protected amino acid 
resins (phenylalanine, glycine, isoleucine, leucine, alanine, 
valine, tryptophan, and 2,2-diphenylglycine) are deprotected 
then separately reacted with ?ve isocyanates (trimethylsilyl, 
n-butyl, allyl, 2-tri?uorotolyl, or 4-methoxyphenyl isocyan 
ate) followed by treatment with aqueous 6N hydrochloric 
acid (HCl) to generate 40 discrete hydantoins (see Scheme 
2 and Table 2). 
The synthesis of 40 hydantoins in an array illustrates a 

standard protocol for a typical parallel array synthesis. In 
this example, a robotic sample processor (Tecan® 5032) is 
used for every liquid sample handling step. Some of the key 
features which demonstrate the strengths, ?exibility and 
scope of the method and apparatus are highlighted below. 
Forty BOC or FMOC protected resin-bound amino acids are 
weighed into the reaction tubes, assembled in the apparatus, 
and simultaneously deprotected employing GC/ISTD cali 
bration methods to determine the completion of the FMOC 
deprotection reactions. The ability to simultaneously per 
form different reactions with vastly different reagents (for 
example, piperidine, DMF and TFA) further demonstrates 
the ?exibility of the apparatus. Residual solvents, reactants, 
or byproducts are removed by wash cycles which include 
submersion and sonication of the reaction tubes in a series 
of solvents, followed by robotic spotting of the ?itrates on 
a TLC plate and observation of the results under ultraviolet 
(UV) light to insure the thoroughness of the wash cycles. 
Following the wash cycles, the resin-bound amines are 
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reacted with the desired isocyanates in DMF. Again, 
GC/ISTD calibration methods are used to quantitatively 
monitor the uptake of the isocyanates. After washing, the 
resin~bound ureas are cyclized by heating in aqueous 6N 
HCl to produce the desired hydantoins. Following the HCl 
treatment, the spent resins in the reaction tubes are washed 
with methanol to completely extract the hydantoins from the 
resins. All ?ltrates are combined, concentrated on a com 
mercial centrifugal vacuum system (SpeedVac®), weighed, 
and analyzed to yield the expected hydantoins, in all but one 
example (see Table 2). A total of 0 to 11.5 mg corresponding 
to 0 to 81% yield of each crude hydantoin is isolated and 
analyzed by TLC, MS, and 1H NMR. 

Synthesis of Benzodiazepines and Biological 
Testing 

The investigation of an array synthesis of benzodiaz 
epines as potential targets was prompted by a brief commu 
nication by Camps, et al, Anales De Quimica 1974;70:848 
who reported a one-step synthesis of several benzodiaz 
epines starting with a resin-bound amino acid. A two-step 
route is outlined in Scheme 3. The ?rst step in the sequence 
is the formation of an imine between a resin-bound amino 
acid and a 2-aminobenzophenone. Initially, a number of 
condensation methods were explored, but all proved unsat 
isfactory. Replacement of the imine condensation with a 
transimination reaction, as taught by O’Donnell and Polt, 
Journal Organic Chemistry 1982;47:2663, to form a mixture 
of E and Z imine isomers proved satisfactory. The resin 
bound amino acid imines are then converted to the corre 
sponding benzodiazepines by heating in TFA. 
The synthesis of 40 benzodiazepines in the array is similar 

to that outlined for the dipeptides and hydantoins with 
several modi?cations, which demonstrate the ?exibility of 
both the method and the apparatus (see Scheme 3 and Table 
3). Five amino acid Merri?eld resins (alanine, glycine, 2 
-bromobenzyloxycarbonyl-tyrosine, tryptophan, and valine) 
as their TFA salts are separately reacted with eight 2-ami 
nobenzophenone imines. The reactions are not monitored, 
but are reacted long enough to accommodate the slowest 
example (valine resin with N-isopropyl 2-arnino- 4-methyl~ 
benzophenone imine) based on previous validation studies. 
Following wash cycles to extract the unreacted imine, the 
resin bound imines are heated in TFA for a time su?icient to 
ensure cyclization of the slowest examples (imines of N-me 
thyl 2-arnino- S-nitrobenzophenone), while minimizing 
decomposition of the tryptophan derived benzodiazepines. 
When the reaction is complete, the spent resins in the 
reaction tubes are washed and the combined ?ltrates con 
centrated to dryness. In this case, an aqueous bicarbonate 
work-up is implemented (utilizing the Tecan® 5032-robotic 
sample processor) to remove residual TFA. For each reac 
tion tube the corresponding organic extracts are combined, 
dried, and concentrated to yield the expected benzodiaz~ 
epines in all but one example (see Table 3). The 40 (39 
desired) products are characterized by TLC, 1H-NMR, and 
MS. The crude yields range from 7 to >100% and the 
estimated purities from and TLC are greater than 60% in 
most cases. 

To verify that the compounds produced could be used 
directly in a biological assay, the crude benzodiazepines are 
tested for activity in a benzodiazepine receptor binding 
assay without further puri?cation. (The assay was performed 
using the commercially available NovaScreen® assay sys 
tem contracted by Scios-Nova pharmaceutical Corp., Balti 
more, Md., whereby bovine cortical membrane preparations 
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were used as the source of receptor and the radioligand 
employed was [3H]Flunitrazipam while the positive control 
was Clonazepam.) The calculated lCso’s from three concen 
trations (average of two determinations) for the individual 
compounds are shown in Table 3. 

The following nonlimiting examples are offered by way 
of illustration and are not intended to limit the invention in 
any manner. 

EXAMPLE 1 

Synthesis of Dipeptides 

The synthesis of 16 dipeptides is summarized in Table l. 
101 to 153 mg each of eight FMOC protected amino acids 

(phenylalanine, glycine, alanine, isoleucine, leucine, pro 
line, valine, and tryptophan) on a commercially available 
WANG resin (loading=O.37-0.6O meq/g, 200-400 mesh) 
was measured into each of 16 gas dispersion tubes (reaction 
tubes). The reaction tubes were ?tted into the holder block 
with two gaskets, one above and one below the holder block. 
The array of reaction tubes was ?tted into a matching array 
of reaction wells in an appropriate reservoir block, in this 
case a test tube rack, and 3 mL of DMF was dispensed 
through the aperture at the top of the reaction tubes to wash 
any residual resin to the bottom of the glass frit. The 
manifold was ?tted over the holder block and a nitrogen 
atmosphere was initiated through the ports on the manifold. 
The apparatus was then agitated in a sonic bath for 15 
minutes to swell the resin support in preparation for the ?rst 
reaction. Following swelling of the resin, the holder block 
and the manifold, in combination with the reaction tubes, 
were raised above the reservoir block and the reaction tubes 
were allowed to drain by gravity. 
To deprotect the FMOC amino acids, the reaction tubes 

were submerged in reaction wells containing 2 mL of a 
solution of 22% piperidine in DMF (v/v) with an internal 
standard (e.g., anthracene at 1.97 mg/mL). The apparatus 
was fastened together with clamps and agitated in a sonic 
bath for 2 hours, while maintaining a positive nitrogen ?ow 
through the manifold. The reaction progress was monitored 
by removing a sample of the ?ltrate (10—100 ul) and 
analyzing for the FMOC-piperidine adduct and dibenzoful 
vene by GC/ISTD calibration methods. At the end of the 
reaction, the holder block and the manifold, in combination 
with the reaction tubes, were raised above the reservoir 
block and the reaction tubes were allowed to drain by 
gravity, then sparged with nitrogen. The reaction tubes were 
sparged by introducing nitrogen into one port of the mani 
fold and closing off the second port. 
The reaction tubes were subjected to a series of wash 

cycles to remove residual solvents, reagents, and byprod 
ucts. A standard protocol included sequentially submerging 
the reaction tubes in 2 to 5 mL each of ZXDMF, 2Xmethanol, 
2><water, 2><waterzdioxane (1:1), 2><dioxane, and 2><DMF, 
followed by agitation by sonication for 10 to 15 minutes, and 
?nally draining by gravity and nitrogen sparge. The e?i 
ciency of the wash cycles was monitored by TLC or 
GC/ISTD of the wash ?ltrates. 

In order to couple the FMOC amino acids, the following 
DMF solutions were sequentially admixed in two 8-unit 
reservoir blocks, to generate the activated esters: 1.0 mL of 
0.46M FMOC alanine or FMOC isoleucine, 0.5 mL of 
1.02M Benzotriazol-l -yloxy-tris-(dimethylamino)-phos 
phoniumhexa?uorophosphate (BOP), 1.0 mL of 1.02M 
N-Hydroxybenzotriazole (HOBT), and 0.5 mL of 1.84M 
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N-methylmorpholine. The apparatus was assembled as 
above and agitated on a rotational platform shaker for 18 
hours, while maintaining a positive nitrogen ?ow through 
the manifold. The reaction progress was monitored by 
removing a sample of the resin following the wash cycles 
and colorometiically analyzing for primary amines (Bro 
mophenol blue or Kaiser/Ninhydrin). At the end of the 
reaction, the holder block and the manifold, in combination 
with the reaction tubes, were raised above the reservoir 
block and the reaction tubes were allowed to drain by gravity 
then sparged with nitrogen. 
The reaction tubes were subjected to the same series of 

wash cycles as previously set forth. 
The deprotection of the above formed FMOC protected 

dipeptides was repeated following the same procedure as 
previously set forth. 
The reaction tubes were again subjected to the same series 

of wash cycles as previously set forth. 
In order to cleave the product from the solid support, the 

reaction tubes were submerged in reaction wells containing 
3 mL of a solution of anisole:TFA (5:95). The apparatus was 
sealed with clamps and agitated in a sonic bath, while 
maintaining a positive nitrogen ?ow through the manifold. 
After 3 hours, the holder block and the manifold, in com 
bination with the reaction tubes, were raised above the 
reservoir block and the reaction tubes were allowed to drain 
by gravity then sparged with nitrogen. 
To isolate and purify the products, a holder block was 

?tted with disposable glass pipers which were submerged in 
the TFA ?ltrates. The ?ltrates were concentrated in a well 
ventilated hood or glove box ?tted with a scrubber by 
initiating and maintaining a positive, subsurface nitrogen 
?ow through the manifold. The TFA salt was dissolved in 2 
mL of water and extracted with 2 mL of ethyl acetate. The 
reaction reservoirs were vortexed to affect e?icient extrac 
tion and the upper organic layer was withdrawn via syringe. 
The extraction cycle was repeated Until the organic layer 
contained no residues as determined by TLC or GC/ISTD (3 
times). The aqueous layers were concentrated on a Speed 
Vac® in tared vials. The dipeptides generated in the appa 
ratus including, alanylphenylalanine; alanylglycine; alanyli 
soleucine; alanylleucine; alanylalanine; alanylproline; 
alanylvaline; alanyltryptophan; isoleucylphenylalanine; iso 
leucylglycine; isoleucylisoleucine; isoleucylleucine; isole~ 
ucylalanine; isoleucylproline; isoleucylvaline; and isole 
ucyltryptophan, are set forth in Table 1. 

EXAMPLE 2 

Synthesis of Hydantoins 

The synthesis of 40 hydantoins is summarized in Scheme 
2 and Table 2. 

95 to 105 mg each of seven FMOC protected amino acids 
(phenylalanine, glycine, isoleucine, leucine, alanine, valine, 
and tryptophan) on a commercially available WANG resin 
(loading=0.37 to 0.60 meq/g, 200 to 400 mesh) and 95 to 
105 mg of BOC protected diphenylglycine loaded on a 
commercially available cross~linked hydroxymethyl divi 
nylbenzene-styrene resin (loading=1.04 meq/g, 200-400 
mesh) was measured into 40 reaction tubes. The apparatus 
was assembled, swelled with 4 mL of DMF, and drained as 
set forth in Example 1. 
To deprotect the FMOC amino acids, the appropriate 

reaction tubes were submerged in reaction wells containing 
3 mL of a solution of 25% piperidine in DMF (v/v) with an 






























































