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GAME ASSEMBLY FOR MULTIPLE SPORTS 
USAGE 

This is a continuation-in-part application of application 
Ser. No. 08/195294 ?led Feb. 14, 1994 (Abnd). 

FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF THE 
INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a versatile, multi-use 
self-standing game assembly including a single base for use 
in a series of different selectable games including basketball, 
soccer and football games. In the football game a base 
supportcd standard or post carries a frame and net. In the 
soccer game of the invention a pair of base-supported, 
laterally displaced posts in cooperation with upper rear 
wardly off-set rods de?ne a net—carrying frame. In each of 
the football and the soccer games a net-like wall stretched 
across the frame demarks the bounds of a ball impact target 
zone. In a basketball game of the invention a standard 
supports a backboard and a net-carrying ring. 
More particularly, the present invention is directed to a 

multi-use game assembly uniquely capable of providing an 
opportunity for children safely to amuse themselves while 
effectively developing and enhancing playing skills in sev 
eral widely practiced popular sports. 

Apparatus, devices and games for use in the practice of 
sports or related to sports, are known in the art. Such 
apparatus includes street hocky nets, golf practice devices 
such as back stop structures, football stops, kicking practice 
devices, ball catching nets and return devices, portable 
backstops for ball games, and pitching target apparatus. The 
devices so offered and promoted vary widely in complexity, 
in structural materials employed as well as in their efficacy. 
Some of the prior art devices include apparatus for use by 

children. Typical are basketball game» stands. For the most 
part, little has been done to provide games that will naturally 
aid in properly developing skills in young players. 
A basket ball game assembly utilizing a standard and 

adapted for play in shooting baskets is described in Taub 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,163,676. The entire disclosure of that patent 
is hereby speci?cally incorporated herein by reference, to 
the extent it is not inconsistent herewith. 

It is, accordingly, a principal aim of the present invention 
to provide a highly versatile game assembly embracing 
several different popular sports activities while utilizing a 
single base structure. The games of the invention are spe 
cially adapted to improve the sports skills of younger 
players. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is a self-standing game apparatus 
including a multi-functional base or pedestal which supports 
an upstanding frame or standard. In preferred embodiments 
of the invention a laterally extending wall secured to a frame 
and comprising a generally taut net or mesh has a specially 
contoured con?guration. Target nets of the games of the 
invention also have controlled tension or degrees of resil 
ience or elasticity. Each net de?nes an areal expanse con 
stituting a target area to which a player aims or directs a ball 
kicked by the player as in kicking a goal in a soccer game. 
In the football game of the invention the player kicks a ?eld 
goal or “extra point”, the ball impinging against a stretched 
net carried on a base-supported standard. 
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2 
An important feature of the present invention is that in the 

soccer game there is provided a framed wall of a unique 
con?guration and which exhibits controlled tension. The 
wall is elastically resilient. A ball forcibly impinging upon 
the net-like wall or target zone when the ball is kicked for 
a goal as in soccer is redirected upwardly to rebound toward 
the player. 

It is a feature of the present invention that the game 
assembly is light in weight, strong and stable, reliable and 
durable in construction, and that it will withstand the rigors 
of extended and challenging use in play. 

In that version of the present invention ?nding utility as 
a soccer game assembly, the net~supporting frame includes 
a pair of base anchored laterally-spaced, generally parallel, 
upright legs surmounted by a horizontal cross arm or red. A 
not material is ?rrrrly secured to the frame to de?ne the target 
zone. 

In one preferred embodiment of the invention involving 
the soccer game, the vertically extending framing members 
or legs are supported outwardly of the base or pedestal and 
the top cross arm is offset rearwardly. 

It is an important feature of the soccer game of the 
invention that the net-carrying frame is so shaped as to 
establish for the supported net a con?gureation such that the 
path of ball rebound is a function of that area of the net 
impinged. 

In versions of the present invention ?nding utility as 
structures de?ning an acceptable target area between later 
ally-spaced goal posts, as in a football set up, there is a single 
post-like standard projecting upwardly of the base or ped 
estal. The standard is surmounted by a centered horizontal 
bar at the ends of which uprights extend. A resilient, net-like 
screen is attached to embrace the areal target zone demarked 
by the horizontal bar and the pair of laterally spaced 
uprights. 

It is a feature of the football version of the invention that 
a kicked or thrown ball impinging on the stretched target net 
is redirected to return toward the player. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention a Tee for 
supporting a football in an “at-ready” mode, is positioned in 
front of the post assembly as an aid in playing the game of 
the invention. 

It is a feature of the invention that the lattice-like or 
net-like wall is fabricated of shock-absorbing woven threads 
or rope of resilient ?bers such as nylon ?bers or wound or 
woven ?laments. 

In one preferred embodiment of the invention the stan 
dards or frames of the game assemblies may conveniently be 
fabricated of rigid plastic tubing and connectors, thus mini 
mizing costs. 
A practical advantage of the standards and frames of the 

invention is that they are light in weight and exceedingly 
strong. 

Preferred embodiments of the invention may be quickly 
and easily disassembled for transport and for storage. They 
may then be reassembled. 
A feature of the assemblies of the invention is that the 

pedestal is formed with a top surface which is pitched or 
tipped to direct the ball toward the player, when the ball 
drops after striking the net, as in the football game or after 
passing downwardly through the basket net in the basketball 
game. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention directed to 
football, the uprights at each end of the standard-supported 
crossbar are formed at upper extremeties thereof with 
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upwardly opening slots in which the target net is anchored 
and stabilized. 

It is an important practical feature of the invention that it 
utilizes a single base or pedestal capable of supporting, 
selectively, the standards used in the football game and in 
the basketball game, and the frame used in the soccer game 
of the invention. 
A related feature of the invention is that the base of the 

assembly includes upwardly opening sockets of different 
diameters to accommodate posts or standards different in 
size, and used in different games. 

Yet another feature of preferred embodiments of the 
invention is that the walls de?ning the sockets of the base are 
formed with an array of annularly-spaced vertical ribs for 
engaging the cylindrical posts which seat in the sockets, 
facilitating assembly, and disassembly. . 

A feature of the base of the game assembly of the 
invention is that the base is formed with a hollow chamber 
or cavity which may be ?lled with a ballast material such as 
sand, gravel or water to stabilize the game assembly. 
A feature Of the posts or standards of the invention is that 

they include simple mechanisms for adjustment of their 
heights, telescopially. 
The base of pedestal of the game assembly of the inven 

tion is formed with a pitched, sloping or angled top surface 
so that a ball impinging on a net-like target or passing 
through the basketball ring drops down to hit theslanted 
base and is redirected toward the player. 

Other and further features and advantages of the invention 
will be evident from the following detailed description 
considered in conjunction with the drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of one embodiment of 
the invention for use as a soccer “goal” and indicating 
schematically the vaulted return of a soccer ball after the ball 
impinges on the net of the goal structure; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the same assembly shown 
in FIG. 1, but taken from the rear; 

FIG. 3 is a front perspective view of a second embodiment 
of the invention, being a target for a football ?eld goal or 
extra point and indicating schematically the return of the ball 
after it strikes the stretched target net; and 

FIG. 4 is a front perspective view of a basketball assembly 
according to the invention and using the same base of 
pedestal as in the other illustrated games of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATED 
EMBODIMENT 

The aims and objects of the present invention are 
achieved by providing, for use with a series of separate and 
distinct portable games a versatile, multi-use base assembly . 
constituting a stable support for post~like standards used in 
each of the different games to be played by children. Each 
game is designed and engineered to provide a realistic, 
practical, and safe method by which the players’ skills in the 
several sports are improved. . 

In a ?rst soccer game embodiment of the invention there 
is provided a pedestal-anchored and supported frame across 
which a vertically-extending, specially contoured, net-like 
backstop is secured. The backstop-carried net de?nes a 
resilient target area against which a kicked ball, such as a 
soccer ball, is forcibly directed to impinge in play. Con 
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trolled resilience of the tautly stretched net or backstop is 
effective to vault the ball upwardly and to redirect the ball 
toward a position from which it was forcibly propelled. 

In a foothall embodiment of the invention there is pro 
vided an upright post or standard supported on the same base 
or pedestal used for the soccer game. An upwardly open 
U-shaped frame supported on the standard carries a net 
extending thereacross. A feature of the game assembly of the 
invention that a ball striking the net rebounds toward the 
player, or may drop to bounce upon a pitched or tilted top 
surface of the base or pedestal and then be redirected to the 
player. 

In a basketball form of the invention, using the same base 
or pedestal as in the other games and using the same post or 
standard as in the football game, the post supports a back 
board and a hoop or ring which carries a basket. Again, a ball 
dropping through the basket to impinge on the tilted top 
surface of the base is redirected to the player. 

In preferred embodiments of the invention the frame is 
fabricated of conponents constituting-rigid plastics pipes or 
tubes and connecting ?ttings including Us and nipples, and 
TS. Typically the tubing may be about 15/16 inches OD and 
having a wall thickness of about 14; inch. Suitable tubing and 
the ?ttings are ‘readily available, reducing greatly the cost of 
producing the frames of the invention. 
Somewhat heavier tubing, for example tubing with an 

outer diameter of about 3 inches, and proportionally thicker, 
may be employed for the upright posts in the football frame 
and for the basketball game of the invention. In one embodi 
ment of the invention, the lower section of the standard is 
surmounted by a reducing sleeve or coupling for accommo 
dating an upper pipe section of a somewhat reduced diam’ 
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In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the vertical 
end poles of the football game frame are formed with 
upwardly opening slots at their upper ends to receive and 
secure the net which bounds the frame. 

Referring now to the drawings, preferred embodiments of 
the game assemblies of the invention are shown for illus-i 
trative purposes, and are not to be construed in any limiting 
sense. That embodiment of the invention adapted for use as 
a soccer game is shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The soccer goal 
target assembly 20 depicted includes the multi-use base or . 
pedestal 24, of the invention, an upstanding tubular frame 26 
seated in the base 24, and a target net 28 stretched on and 
secured to the frame 26. 

The pedestal 24 which is preferably of a plastics compo 
sition, but which may be fabricated of wood or of a light 
weight metal alloy, is generally wedge~shaped in con?gu 
ration. In the embodiment of the base 24 shown, there is an 
upwardly pitched or sloped front wall 30 terminating in a ?at 
top wall 34 from which subtends a rear wall 38. A pair of 
side walls 42 and 44 and a ?oor 46 complete the pedestal 24 
which de?nes a hollow chamber or cavity which may be 
?lled with ballast to enhance the stability of the base 24. 
Opening upwardly of the top wall 34 of the pedestal 24 is an 
enlarged center socket 50 ?anked by a pair of laterally 
‘displaced smaller end sockets 52 and 54. 

The net-carrying frame 26 is generally in the shape of an 
inverted U, but in the particular embodiment of the invention 
illustrated is offset through arms 60 inwardly at its base and 
offset through arms 64 rearwardly at the top. 
As shown, the frame 26 is fabricated of pipe or tubular 

sections 66, nipples 70 and Us 72. g 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the Us 
included ends 76 of reduced diameter for sleevedly seating 
within adjacent nipples 70 or pipe sections 66. 
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Stub pipes 80 and 82 projecting downwardly from lower 
arm sections of the frame 30 seat in cooperating holes or 
bores 52 and 54 formed in the pedestal 24. The latter 24 is 
slotted 84 to permit entry of the arms 60 at a height level 
with the top 34 of the base 24. The net 28 is over the area 
embraced by the frame 26 and is secured in place by 
interwoven strings or strands 90. Other means of attachment 
including clips, rivet or tie bands may be used. 

As indicated schematically in FIG. 1, a soccer ball 94 
kicked toward and impinging on the stretched net 28 will 
follow an upwardly vaulted course tending to return the ball 
94 toward the player. Upon lower target impacts the pitched 
angle surface 38 of the pedestal 24, comes into play to 
redirect the ball to the player. 
A second embodiment of the invention, adapted for use as 

a football game assembly 100, is shown in FIG. 3. A 
vertically extending post or shaft 104 is surmounted by a 
U-shaped frame 108 by means of a T-shaped bracket 110, A 
net 114 is stretched and secured to the frame 108 which 
simulates goal posts. The frame 108 de?nes a target zone 
119 toward which a player, kicking a football 122 supported 
on a T 124, may direct his efforts. 

The structure of the post 104, though not critical, is shown 
in a preferred embodiment as including a heavy base pipe 
130 seated in the large socket 50 formed in the base or 
pedestal 24. Sleeved in and extending upwardly of the base 
pipe 130 is an extension pipe 132 of a somewhat smaller 
diameter, the two being coupled by a compression collar 136 
to provide for height adjustment of the frame 108. The upper 
pipe 132 is capped by the T-shaped bracket 110 which 
supports the frame 108. A pair of horizintal arms in the form 
of pipe sectors 142 and 144 of a plastics composition joined 
to the T bracket 110 are connected at their ends to Us 148 
and 150. L-like pipe sections 154 and 156 connected and 
projecting upwardly from the Us 148 and 150 complete the 
net-carrying standard 100. Upwardly opening slots 160 and 
162 are formed at the upper extremities of the legs 154 and 
156 to receive strands of the net 114 therethrough to stabilize 
the net. 

As indicated schematically, a football 122 kicked to 
impinge on the net 114 will drop and hit the pitched face 30 
of the pedestal 24 and will be redirected toward the player. 
It will be understood that overall height of the standard may 
conveniently be varied utilizing the telescoping feature of 
the intersleeved pipe components 130 and 132. The mesh or 
net 114 may be fastened to the framing members 142, 144, 
154 and 156 using any preferred means including secure 
ment strands or cording 166. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, there is shown a basketball game 
assembly 200, according to the present invention. The 
assembly uses the same base 24 as in the soccer game 
assembly 20 and in the football game assembly 100. Addi 
tionally the basketball game depicted utilizes the same 
two-piece standard or post 104, including a larger lower 
component 130 seated in the large cemter socket 50 of the 
pedestal 24. 
As in the case of the football game, a somewhat smaller 

upper post 132 of the standard 104 is sleeved in the lower 
section 130, telescopically, for convenient height adjust 
ment. A bracket 210 surmounting the upper post 132 sup 
ports a backboard 214 and a ring or hoop 216 from which a 
net 220 is suspended. 

It is a signi?cant and unique, feature of the invention that 
the net, for example in the soccer game, is so supported and 
tensioned as effectively to prevent invasion or signi?gant 
penetration by the ball which forcibly impinges against or 
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6 
strikes the net. Entrapment is obviated. Return of the ball 
toward the player is enhanced. In according with the practice 
of the present invention, the same phenomenon is invoked in 
the tautly mounted net of the football game. 

The principles taught herein apply as well in order, 
different games where the ball or other article, for example 
the puck in a hockey game, is driven against and strikes, the 
goal net. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A game assembly for use in playing different and 

distinct ball games comprising 
multi-functional base means for accommodating a plural 

ity of standards adapted for use, selectively, in a plu 
rality of different ball games, 

said base means including a stable pedestal having a 
plurality of horizontally spaced, vertically extending 
sockets for matingly receiving therewithin posts for 
supporting structures including nets, 

support post means for seating in said sockets and for 
supporting a net means 

net means de?ning target zones toward which balls asso 
ciated with each of said plurality of games may be 
impelled, 

said games including basketball, football, and soccer 
games. 

2. An assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said base 
means is formed with an interior chamber for accommodat 
ing storable weighing material therein for stabilizing said 
game assembly during play. 

3. An assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said sockets 
in said base means include centrally-disposed socket for 
accommodating a tubular, upstanding standard for support 
ing alternately any one of a basketball game backboard 
having a ring-carried net attached thereto, and a standard for 
supporting a goal post structure for a football game. 

4. An assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said sockets 
include a pair of laterally~spaced sockets adjacent lateral 
limits of said base means, 

frame means for supporting said net means extending 
generally upwardly of said base means, said frame 
means including post means displaced laterally of and 
beyond said base means at either side thereof for 
delineating lateral limits of a target zone of said game 
assembly, 

horizontally-extending, rearwardly-displaced upper rod 
means bridging said post means and for de?ning an 
upper framing element of said frame means, and 

said net means being connected to said post means and to 
said upper rod means for de?ning an areal target zone 
for a ball impelled thereagainst, to impinge thereon and 
to rebound therefrom. 

5. An assembly as set forth in claim 4 in which said 
horizontally-extending, rearwardly-displaced upper rod 
means of said frame means in cooperation with said post 
means de?nes a net support having a con?gurational attitude 
effective to cause an impelled ball impinging upon an upper 
areal zone of said net means to be directed arcuately 
upwardly as it rebounds from said net means, to direct the 
ball to traverse a return path in the air rather than along the 
ground. 

6. A game assembly as set forth in claim 1 further 
comprising a U-shaped frame supported on said attached to 
said post means at an upper end thereof, and 
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said net means being fastened to said frame to de?ne a 8. An assembly as set forth in claim 7 further comprising 
target Zone for a football directed mward Said net- ‘ means for adjusting the elfective height of said standard. 

7' A game asseml’ly as Set for m m1?“ (1) 1 whcrcm said 9. An assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said post 
post means comprises a standard having upper and lower _ , 
ends, said lower end being seated in one of said sockets; a 5 means de?nes a tubular structure adapted for ?nmg Wnh a 

backboard and a basket ball ring having a net thereon; Particulam Weighing aggregate 
adapter means for securing said backboard and said ring at 
said upper end of said standard for basketball play. * * * * * 


