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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ROBERT L. SHUTE, a citi 

zen of the United States of America, residing 
at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Nursing-Nipples, of 
which the following is a‘ speci?cation. 
My invention relates to certain improve 

ments in nursing-nipples such as are used 
upon nursing-bottles, and the purpose of the 
improvement is, ?rst, to prevent collapse of 
the nipple in the child’s mouth, and, second, 
to gain certain other advantages, which will 
be stated below. 
To such end myinvention consists in a re 

movable plug of novel form for insertion in 
the nipple and capable of novel combination 
with the latter and the bottle. 
The drawings show, in Figure 1, a side ele 

vation of a nursing-bottle with the nipple in 
longitudinal diametrical section to show the 
plug; in Fig. 2, a similar View with the nip 
ple in a diiferent position; in Fig. 3, alongi 
tudinal diametrical section of the nipple in a 
plane at right angles to that seen in Fig. 1; 
in Fig. 4, an end view of my removable plug, 
and in Fig. 5 a cross-section of the same in 
plane 5 5 of Fig. 3. 
The bottle and nipple are shown at A and 

B, and may of course be of any desired con 
struction. To prevent the collapse of the 
nipple in the' child’s mouth, and the conse 
quent shutting off of the flow of the milk, I 
provide for insertion into the nipple a remov 
able plug O, which I prefer to make of sub 
stantially the shape here shown, the same con 
sisting of a head a, a neck a’, and a base a2. 
The head and tail I have shown as ?attened 
in directions at right angles to each other,and 
the tail in a form resembling somewhat a ?sh 
tail and of sufficient breadth to prevent it from 
passing through the neck of the bottle. The 
head gives the child a good hold upon the nip 
ple, and the tail, besides preventing the plug 
from falling into the bottle, enables the nipple 

, to be directed in a convenient angle from the 
bottle to permit the child to hold it in its 
mouth when lying down. This use is illus 
tratedin Fig. 2, and is accomplished by merel 
turning the plug one side in the direction of 
the greatest breadth of the ?sh-tail and allow 
ing one angle of the same to partially enter 
the neck of the bottle. 
The plug is provided with suitable passages 

to enable the milk to ?ow with perfect free 
dom. The former arrangement of the same 
is immaterial. I have shown grooves in the 
surface of the plug, and prefer that form on 
account of the ease with which they may be 
cleaned. 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent 

1. The combination in anipple adapted for 
use upon anursing bottle or similar vessel, of 
a removable plug adapted for insertion within 
the nipple and extending substantially from 
end to end thereof, said plug being provided 
with suitable passages for the ?ow of the milk 
and having a head adapted to distend the 
outer end of the nipple, a neck extending 
therefrom toward the bottle to prevent the 
collapse of the remaining portion of the nip 
ple and an enlarged base portion-to prevent 
the plug from falling‘ into the bottle; sub— 
stantially as described. 

2. The combination with a nipple adapted 
for use upon a nursing bottle, of a removable 
plug provided with suitable passages for the 
milk, said plug having a portion adapted to 
extend into and prevent the collapse of the 
nipple and a broadened and ?attened base 
having comparatively sharp angles whereby 
the nipple may be held at a given angle to the 
bottle by forcing it to one side until one of 
these angles enters the neck of the bottle. 

I ROBERT L. SHUTE. 
Witnesses : \ . 

CHAS. O. SHERVEY, 
A. I. H. EBBESEN. 
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