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SOCCER PRACTICE FOCAL DEVICE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates in general to focal devices 
and pertains, more particularly, to a focal device for use with 
a conventional soccer goal. The focal device of this inven 
tion is an improvement over conventional focus devices. 

With conventional focal devices it is generally necessary 
to attach the device to the soccer goal in such a manner as 
to require considerable time and effort. As such, it is difficult 
to utilize the conventional device immediately prior to a 
soccer game because of the effort required for both attach 
ment and removal of the device. Additionally, it is impos 
sible and/or impractical for a goalie to fully use and occupy 
the goal when using traditional soccer targeting devices. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved soccer practice focal device that is 
adapted for quick installation and removal from a soccer 
goal thereby allowing the device to be utilized immediately 
before a soccer game when practice and mental concentra 
tion are most crucial. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide an 
improved soccer practice focal device which is attached to 
the soccer goal in such a manner as to not hinder the play of 
the soccer goalie in practice or pre-game warm up. 

A fm'ther object of the present invention is to provide an 
improved soccer practice focal device which is attached to 
the soccer goal in such a manner as to withstand a direct hit 
by a soccer ball and still remain ?rmly attached to the soccer 
goal. 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide 
an improved focal device which is adjustable thereby allow 
ing a player to vary the size of a focal area de?ned by the 
soccer practice device and the soccer goal as the player’s 
age, size, or skill changes. 

Still a further object of the present invention is to provide 
an improved focal device which has receiving means for 
catching a soccer ball passing within the focal area. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

To accomplish the foregoing and other objects of this 
invention there is provided a soccer practice focal device 
attached to both a cross-member bar of the soccer goal and 
an upright post of the soccer goal for use as a focal unit. The 
soccer practice focal device comprises a substantially 
L-shaped member removably attached to the soccer goal and 
fastening means for removably attaching the substantially 
L-shaped member to the soccer goal. The substantially 
L-shaped member in combination with the soccer goal 
de?nes a focal area which a player mentally focuses on and 
attempts to shoot a soccer ball though. A typical con?gura 
tion utilizes two of the soccer practice focal devices in each 
soccer goal, with one of the devices being located in each 
upper left and right comer of the soccer goal. 

In the preferred embodiment described herein, the sub 
stantially L-shaped member has a ?rst-end portion having a 
plurality of apertures for receiving a ?rst pin and a second 
end portion having a plurality of apertures for receiving a 
second pin. The plurality of apertures of both the ?rst-end 
portion and the second-end portion are not all utilized but 
merely provide a player with the ability to adjust the size of 
the focal area by physically shortening the substantially 
L-shaped member, thereby removing some of the plurality 
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2 
of apertures but still allowing the pin to be received. The 
L-shaped member may also be lengthened by means of an 
extender tube which utilizes the existing apertures and pin 
attaching means. 

Also, in the preferred embodiment, the fastening means 
comprises at least one fastening assembly comprising a strap 
having an end portion with a loop for receiving the pin, an 
intermediate portion, and an opposite end portion; a cup 
having an open end for receiving the end portion of the 
substantially L-shaped member and a partially closed end 
with a slot for receiving the intermediate portion of the strap; 
a retaining ring; and attachment means for removably 
attaching the substantially L-shaped member to the soccer 
goal. Preferably, the attachment means comprises hook and 
loop type fasteners which are commonly known by the 
VELCRO trademark. 

In an alternate embodiment, the soccer practice focal 
device further comprises receiving means for catching a 
soccer ball which passes through the focal area. Preferably, 
the receiving means comprises a net. 

The soccer practice focal device can be manufactured of 
different materials, sizes and colors. In the preferred 
embodiment described herein the soccer practice focal 
device comprises non-metallic tubular pipe. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Numerous other objects, features and advantages of the 
invention should now become apparent upon a reading of 
the following detailed description taken in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embodiment of 
the soccer practice focal device shown attached to a soccer 
goal; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the preferred embodiment of the 
soccer practice focal device; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the preferred embodi 
ment of the soccer practice focal device taken along line 
3-3 in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the extension tube; 
FIG. 5 is an end view and/or bottom view of the preferred 

embodiment of the soccer practice device; 
FIG. 6 is an end view of the cup of at least one fastening 

assembly of the preferred embodiment of the soccer practice 
device; 

FIG. 7 is an opposite end view of the cup of at least one 
fastening assembly of the preferred embodiment of the 
soccer practice device; 

FIG. 8 is a plan view of the extension tube self holding 
extension pin; 

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an alternate embodiment 
of the soccer practice focal device with receiving means 
attached to the soccer goal. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring now to the drawings there is shown a preferred 
embodiment in FIGS. 1-9 of the soccer practice focal device 
of this invention. The soccer practice focal device is 
described in connection with a conventional soccer goal. 
The soccer practice focal device of the present invention is 
particularly adapted for attachment to the soccer goal in such 
a manner as to not hinder the play of the soccer goalie in 
practice or pre-game warm up while also providing for quick 
installation and removal from the soccer goal. 
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The drawings show the soccer practice focal device 10 in 
conjunction with a soccer goal 82 having a cross-member 
bar 84 and upright posts 86. The soccer practice focal device 
10 comprises a substantially L-shaped member 12 and 
fastening means 22 for removably attaching the substantially 
L-shaped member 12 to the soccer goal 82. 

In a preferred embodiment, the substantially L-shaped 
member 12 comprises a ?rst end portion 14 having a 
plurality of apertures 16 for receiving a, ?rst pin 36 and a 
second-end portion 18 having a plurality of apertures 20 for 
receiving a second pin. The substantially L-shaped member 
12 in combination with the cross-member bar 84 and an 
upright post 86 de?ning a focal area 88 for a player to 
mentally focus on and attempt to shoot a soccer ball through. 

Also in the preferred embodiment, the fastening means 22 
comprises at least one fastening assembly, preferably a ?rst 
fastening assembly 24 and a second fastening assembly 50. 
The ?rst fastening assembly 24 of the preferred embodiment 
comprises a ?rst strap 26 having an end portion 28 with a 
?rst loop 30 for receiving the ?rst pin 36, an intermediate 
portion 32, and an opposite end portion 34; a ?rst cup 38 
having an open end 40 for receiving the ?rst end portion 14 
of the substantially L-shaped member 12 and a partially 
closed end 42 with a ?rst slot 44 for receiving the interme 
diate portion 32 of the ?rst strap 26; a ?rst retaining ring 46, 
securely attached to the intermediate portion 32, further 
receiving the intermediate portion 32 of the ?rst strap 26; 
and ?rst attachment means 48 for removably attaching the 
opposite end portion 34 of the ?rst strap 26 to the ?rst end 
portion 14 of the substantially L-shaped member 12 such 
that the intermediate portion of the ?rst strap 32 contacts the 
upright post 86 of the soccer goal 82 after being received by 
the ?rst retaining ring 46. 
The preferred second fastening assembly 50 comprises a 

second strap 52 having an end portion 54 with a second loop 
56 for receiving a second pin 62, an intermediate portion 58, 
and an opposite end portion 60; a second cup 64 having an 
open end 66 for receiving the second end portion 18 of the 
substantially L-shaped member 12 and a partially closed end 
68 with a second slot 70 for ,receiving the intermediate 
portion 58 of the second strap 52; a second retaining ring 72, 
securely attached to intermediate portion 58, further receiv 
ing the intermediate portion 58 of the second strap 52; and 
second attachment means 74 for removably attaching the 
opposite end portion 60 of the second strap 52 to the second 
end portion 18 of the substantially L-shaped member 12 
such that the intermediate portion 58 of the second strap 52 
contacts the cross-member bar 84 of the soccer goal 82 after 
being received by the second retaining ring 72. 

In a preferred embodiment, both the ?rst and second 
attachment means 48, 74 comprise hook and loop type 
fasteners 78, 79, commonly known by the VELCRO trad 
mark. Additionally, the substantially L-shaped member 12 is 
preferably comprised of tubular pipe having an approxi 
mately 2.00 inch diameter. The tubular pipe may be com 
prised of either metallic or non-metallic material. The strap 
of at least one fastening assembly may be comprised of 
either a substantially rigid material or a substantially resil 
ient material. Preferably, the strap comprises a synthetic 
?brous material, such as nylon. 

FIG. 9 shows an alternate embodiment of the soccer 
practice device 10 further comprising receiving means 76 
removably attached to both the soccer practice device 10 and 
the soccer goal 82. Preferably, the receiving means 76 
comprises a net 80. 

In operation, a player adjusts the size of the focal area 88 
by removing a portion, including some of the plurality of 
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4 
apertures, of either the ?rst-end portion 14 of the substan 
tially L-shaped member 12 or the second-end portion 18 of 
the substantially L-shaped member 12 or by removing a 
portion, including some of the plurality of apertures, of both 
the ?rst-end portion 14 and thesecond-end portion 18. 

After the size of the ?rst-end portion 14 of the substan 
tially L-shaped member 12 is adjusted for the player s age, 
size, and/or skill, the soccer practice focal device 10 is 
assembled and attached to the soccer goal 82 by placing the 
?rst pin 36 through the ?rst loop 30 of the end portion 28 of 
the ?rst strap 26 and then placing the ?rst pin 36 through one 
of the plurality of apertures 16 thereby securely attaching the 
end portion 28 of the ?rst strap 26 to the ?rst-end portion 14 
of the substantially L-shaped member 12. 
The opposite end portion 34 of the ?rst strap 26 is ?rst 

passed through the open end 40 of the ?rst cup 38 and then 
through the ?rst slot 44 of the partially closed end 42 of the 
?rst cup 38 until the intermediate portion 32 of the ?rst strap 
26 is received within the ?rst slot 44. The ?rst-end portion 
14 of the substantially L-shaped member 12 is received by 
the open end 40 of the ?rst cup 38 thereby removably 
attaching, via a friction ?t, the ?rst cup 38 to the ?rst end 
portion 14 of the substantially L-shaped member 12 and 
thereby covering and securing ?rst pin 36. 

Next, the opposite end portion 34 of the ?rst strap 26 is 
passed through the ?rst retaining ring 46 until the interme 
diate portion 32 of the ?rst strap 26 is received within the 
?rst retaining ring 46. Then the opposite end portion 34 of 
the ?rst strap 26 is looped around the upright post 86 of the 
soccer goal 82 and pulled tight until the intermediate portion 
32 of the ?rst strap 26 contacts the upright post 86 of the 
soccer goal 82. 

Finally, the opposite end portion 34 of the ?rst strap 26 is 
passed back through the ?rst retaining ring 46 until another 
part of the intermediate portion 32 of the ?rst strap 26 is in 
contact with the ?rst retaining ring 46. Then, the ?rst 
attachment means 48, preferably hook and loop type fas 
teners 78, attaches the opposite end portion 34 of the ?rst 
strap 26 to the ?rst-end portion 14 of the substantially 
L-shaped member 12 thereby removably attaching the soc 
cer practice focal device 10 to the soccer goal 82. 

If the size of the second-end portion 18 of the substan 
tially L-shaped member 10 requires adjustment for the 
player’s age, size, and/or skill, it is adjusted, assembled, and 
then attached in exactly the same manner as just described 
above for adjusting, assembling, and attaching the ?rst-end 
portion 14 of the substantially L-shaped member 12. 

Namely, after the size of the second-end portion 18 of the 
substantially L-shaped member 12 is adjusted for the play 
er’s age, size, and/or skill, the soccer practice focal device 
10 is assembled and attached to the soccer goal 82 by 
placing the second pin 62 through the second loop 56 of the 
end portion 54 of the second strap 52 and then placing the 
second pin 62 through one of the plurality of apertures 20 
thereby securely attaching the end portion 54 of the second 
strap 52 to the substantially L-shaped member 12. 
The opposite end portion 60 of the second strap 52 is ?rst 

passed through the open end 66 of the second cup 64 and 
then through the second slot 70 of the partially closed end 68 
of the second cup 64 until the intermediate portion 58 of the 
second strap 52 is received within the second slot 70. The 
second-end portion 18 of the substantially L-shaped member 
12 is received by the open end 66 of the second cup 64 
thereby removably attaching, via a friction ?t, the second 
cup 64 to the second-end portion 18 of the substantially 
L-shaped member 12, and thereby covering and securing 
second pin 62. 
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Next, the opposite end portion 60 of the second strap 52 
is passed through the second retaining ring 72 until the 
intermediate portion 58 of the second strap 52 is received 
within the second retaining ring 72. Then the opposite end 
portion 60 of the second strap 52 is looped around the 
cross-member bar 84 of the soccer goal 82 and pulled tight 
until the intermediate portion 58 of the second strap 52 
contacts the cross-member bar 84 of the soccer goal 82. 

Finally, the opposite end portion 60 of the second strap 52 
is passed back through the second retaining ring 72 until 
another part of the intermediate portion 58 of the second 
strap 52 is in contact with the second retaining ring\72. Then, 
the second attachment means 74, preferably hook and loop 
type fasteners 79, attaches the opposite end portion 60 of the 
second strap 52 to the second-end portion 18 of the sub 
stantially L~shaped member 12 thereby removably attaching 
the soccer practice focal device 10 to the soccer goal 82. 

Further expansion adjustment is provided by an extension 
tube 90 by insertion of the ?rst extender end 94 into the 
?rst-end portion 14 and/or the second-end portion 18 of the 
substantially L-shaped member 12 and inserting the self 
holding extender pin 100 into and through the ?rst extender 
hole 96 and one of the plurality of apertures 16, 20 of the 
?rst-end portion 14 and/or the second-end portion 18 respec 
tively. Attachment to the soccer goal is achieved with the use 
of the previously described ?rst fastening assembly 24 
and/or second fastening assembly 50 together with the ?rst 
cup 38 and/or the second cup 64 respectively by attachment 
to the second extender end 92 by insertion of the ?rst pin 36 
and/or the second pin 62 respectively into and through the 
second extender hole 98 and through the ?rst fastening 
assembly 24 and/or the second fastening assembly 50 
respectively, with placement of the ?rst cup 38 and/or the 
second cup 64 and the complete ?rst fastening assembly 24 
and/or the second fastening assembly 50 respectively, 
exactly as previously described with the ?rst~end portion 14 
and/or the second-end portion 18 of the substantially 
L-shaped member 12. 

In the event, that the focal area 88 of the soccer practice 
device 10 does not have to be adjusted for the player’s age, 
size, and/or skill, the soccer practice device 10 is assembled 
and attached to the soccer goal 82 in exactly the same 
manner as described above except that the step of removing 
a portion of the substantially L-shaped member 12 is no 
longer necessary. Once the soccer practice device 10 is 
assembled, it can be attached, removed, and reattached 
without the need to disassemble and reassemble each time, 
unless the focal area 88 requires adjustment 

In the alternate embodiment shown in FIG. 9, a portion of 
the receiving means 76 would be removably attached to the 
soccer practice device 10 prior to attaching the device to the 
soccer goal 82 and another portion of the receiving means 76 
would be attached to the soccer goal 82 after the soccer 
practice device 10 is attached to the soccer goal 82. 
From the foregoing description those skilled in the art will 

appreciate that all objects of the present invention are 
realized A soccer practice focal device has been shown and 
described which permits attachment to the soccer goal in 
such a manner as to not hinder the play of the soccer goalie 
in practice or pre-game warm up while also providing for 
quick installation and removal from the soccer goal. 
The device of this invention is able to withstand a direct 

hit from a soccer ball and still remain ?rmly attached to the 
soccer goal. The preferred design of the present invention, as 
well as alterations that will now be apparent to those skilled 
in the art, all allow use of the device with any conventional 
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6 
soccer goal. The tool of this invention is further character 
ized by the adjustable focal area. 
The present invention, in an alternate embodiment, pro 

vides for receiving means capable of catching a soccer ball 
which has passed through the focal area. 

Having described the invention in detail, those skilled in 
the art will appreciate that modi?cations may be made of the 
invention without departing from its spirit. Therefore, it is 
not intended that the scope of the invention be limited to the 
speci?c embodiments illustrated and described. Rather it is 
intended that the scope of this invention be determined by 
the appended claims and their equivalents. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A soccer practice device attached to both a cross 

member bar and an upright post of a soccer goal for use as 
a focal unit comprising: 

a substantially L-shaped member removably attached to a 
soccer goal, the substantially L-shaped member in 
combination with the soccer goal de?ning a focal area; 
and 

fastening means for removably attaching the substantially 
L-shaped member to the cross-member bar and the 
upright post. 

2. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 1 further 
comprising receiving means for catching a soccer ball 
passing through the focal area. 

3. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 2 wherein 
the receiving means comprises a net. 

4. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
the substantially L-shaped member is adjustable such that 
the focal area is variable. 

5. A soccer practice device attached to both a cross 
member bar and an upright post of a soccer goal for use as 
a focal unit comprising: 

a substantially L-shaped member comprising a ?rst-end 
portion and a second-end portion, the substantially 
L-shaped member removably attached to both a cross 
member bar and an upright post of a soccer goal, the 
substantially L-shaped member in combination with 
the cross-member bar and the upright post de?ning a 
focal area; and 

at least one fastening assembly comprising a strap, a cup, 
a retaining ring, and attachment means for removably 
attaching the substantially L-shaped member to the 
soccer goal. 

6. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 5 wherein 
the strap comprises an end portion with a loop for receiving 
a pin, an intermediate portion, and an opposite end portion; 
and wherein the cup comprises an open end for receiving the 
end portion of the substantially L~shaped member and a 
partially closed end with a slot for receiving the intermediate 
portion of the strap. 

7. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 5 wherein 
both the ?rst-end portion of the substantially L-shaped 
member and the second-end portion of the substantially 
L-shaped member have a plurality of apertures for receiving 
the pin of at least one fastening assembly. 

8. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 5 further 
comprising receiving means for catching a soccer ball 
passing through the focal area. 

9. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 8 wherein 
the receiving means comprises a net. 

10. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 7 wherein 
the substantially L-shaped member is adjustable such that 
the focal area is variable. 

11. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 10 
wherein the substantially L-shaped member is adjustable 
with an extension tube. 
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12. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 5 wherein 
the substantially L-shaped member comprises tubular pipe. 
13. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 5 wherein 
the attachment means comprises hook and loop type fasten 
ers. 

14. A soccer practice device attached to both a cross-member 
bar and an upright post of a soccer goal for use as a focal unit 
comprising: 

a substantially L-shaped member comprising a ?rst end 
portion having a plurality of apertures for receiving a 
?rst pin and a second-end portion having a plurality of 
apertures for receiving a second pin, the substantially 
L-shaped member removably attached to both a cross 
member bar and an upright post of a soccer goal, the 
substantially L-shaped member in combination with 
the cross-member bar and the upright post de?ning a 
focal area; 

a ?rst fastening assembly comprising a ?rst strap having 
an end portion with a ?rst loop for receiving a ?rst pin, 
an intennediate portion, and an opposite end portion; a 
?rst cup having an open end for receiving the ?rst end 
portion of the substantially L-shaped member and a 
partially closed end with a ?rst slot for receiving the 
intermediate portion of the ?rst strap; a securely 
attached ?rst retaining ring receiving the intermediate 
portion of the ?rst strap; and ?rst attachment means for 
removably attaching the opposite end portion of the 
?rst strap to the ?rst end portion of the substantially 
L-shaped member such that the intermediate portion of 
the ?rst strap contacts the upright post of the soccer 
goal after being received by the ?rst retaining ring; and 

a second fastening assembly comprising a second strap 
having an end portion with a second loop for receiving 
a second pin, an intermediate portion, and an opposite 
end portion; a second cup having an open end for 
receiving the second end portion of the substantially 
L-shaped member and a partially closed end with a 
second slot for receiving the intermediate portion of the 
second strap; a securely attached second retaining ring 
receiving the intermediate portion of the second strap; 
and second attachment means for removably attaching 
the opposite end portion of the second strap to the 
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second end portion of the substantially L-shaped mem 
ber such that the intermediate portion of the second 
strap contacts the cross-member bar of the soccer goal 
after being received by the second retaining ring. 

15. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 14 further 
comprising receiving means for catching a soccer ball 
passing through the focal area. 

16. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 15 
wherein the receiving means comprises a net. 

17. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 14 
wherein the substantially L-shaped member is adjustable 
such that the focal area is variable. 

18. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 17 
wherein the substantially L-shaped member is adjustable 
with an expansion tube. 

19. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 14 
wherein the substantially L-shaped member comprises tubu 
lar pipe. 

20. A soccer practice device as set forth in claim 14 
wherein both the ?rst attachment means and the second 
attachment means comprise hook and loop type fasteners. 

21. A method for practicing soccer with a soccer practice 
device for use as a focal unit, the steps comprising: 

attaching a soccer practice device comprising a substan 
tially L-shaped member and fastening means to a 
soccer goal; 

forming a focal area de?ned by the substantially L-shaped 
member, a cross-member bar of the soccer goal, and an 
upright post of the soccer goal; 

utilizing the focal area as a reference; and 

kicking a soccer ball through the focal area. 
22. A method for practicing soccer with a focal unit as set 

forth in claim 21, the steps further comprising: 
attaching a receiving means for catching a soccer ball 

passing through the focal area. 
23. A method for practicing soccer with a focal unit as set 

forth in claim 21, the steps further comprising: 
varying the focal area by adjusting the substantially 

L-shaped member of the soccer practice device. 

* * * * * 


