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-to form the credence-table. 
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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ABIJAH ALEXANDER, 

of the city of Minneapolis, county of Henne 
pin, State of Minnesota, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in a Com 
bined Portable Altar and Vestment-Satchel, 
of which the following is a speci?cation. 
My invention relates to a portable altar 

and combined therewith ‘a satchel to receive 
the vestments and altar cloths and vessels. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

portable altar for the use of priests visiting 
the homes of sick or needy parishioners. 
Afurther object is to combine with the altar 

a satchel having compartments for the vest 
ments of the priest, the altar-cloths, and the 
altar vessels and ornaments. 
A further object is to combine all in so 

small a device and one of such light weight 
that it may be very easily carried from place 
to place. 
To this end my inventionrconsists in the 

combination of a suitable valise~like recepta 
cle having compartments to receivethe vest 
ments and the various articles to be used in 
the service, and a hinged cover or top which 
when open forms the reredos of the altar, and, 
further, an end section which may be lowered 

The invention will be more readily under 
stood by reference to the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein=~~ , 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a 

combined portable altar and vestment~satchel 
closed and ready to be carried, the handle 
showing on the top. Fig. 2 is a similar per 
spective View showing the top of the satchel 
raised or open and forming the altar-'reredos. 
Fig. 3 is a similar perspective view showing 
the intermediate lid or cover raised to ‘show 
the compartments within the satchel, and, fur 
ther, showing the credence-table lowered. . 
Fig. 4 is a transverse vertical section. 
As shown in the drawings, the device has 

the appearance of a satchel or case of a rect~ 
angular form, the lower~ part 2 thereof hav= 
ing in one end 3 an opening 4, normally closed 
by the lid 5, which forms the credence-table 
when lowered. Any suitable means, such as 
the metal strip 6, may be employed for sup» 
porting the part 5. This part may, if de 
sired, simply fold against the end of the 
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satchel; but it is preferred to make the open 
ing through the end, in order that access may 
be had to the articles Within the smaller com 
partment 7 without raising the altar-table‘ 
portion 8. This portion 8 is hinged at its rear 
edge,.and beneath it are the compartments 7 

' and 9, the compartment 9 being adapted to 
receive the altar-cloths and the priest’s vest 
ments. 
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The cover or lid 10 of the satchel is of con- _ 
siderable depth or thickness to receive the 
ornamental portions 11 and the altar orna 
ments or ?xtures. When the cover is folded 
down, these parts and the altar-table‘ are all 
thoroughly protected. The top of the inter= 
mediate lid or altar-table Sis preferably cov 
ered with cloth, and from the outer edge 
thereof the cloth 12 depends, the same being 
folded outwardly and hanging over the hinges 
and fastenings, which are on the outside of 
the case or satchel. Upon this hanging the 
usual words are printed. ' 
When in use, the altar=cloth is spread across 

the table and hangs down over the ends, ad 
ditionally ornamenting the device and con= 
ceali'ng the outer parts thereof. The satchel 
is preferably covered with leather or other 
ornamental material and has a neat and com 
pact appearance. Suitable locks and snaps 
are provided for securing the cover when low 
ered, and a convenient handle 14 is provided 
on the top thereof. 
Afurther advantage of my device is, owing 

to the use of the top satchel portion,‘ the 
altar-table is raised such a height that the 
cloths used thereon will not hang down or 
come into contact with the table or other ar 
ticle upon which the device may be placed. 

It is obvious that the satchel portion of the 
device may be divided into as many compart 
ments as desired. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent-m ‘ 

1. The combination, in a deviceof the class 
described, of the satchel portion, divided into 
compartments 7 and 9, and vhaving an end 
opening 4, permitting access to one of said 
compartments, ahinged door or cover for clos 
ing said opening, means for holding said cover 
in a horizontal position to permit its use as a 
credence table, an outer cover or lid 10 to close 
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down over said satchel portion, and when 
raised to a vertical position to serve as a rere 
dos, said‘cover being of su?icient depth to re 
ceive the ornamental portions 11 and the altar 
?xtures and an inner folding lid 8 to cover 
the top of said compartments, and when closed 
to serve as an altar table, substantially as de 
scribed.‘ ' " ' “ 

2. The combination, with the satchel por 
tion, divided into compartments and having 
an end opening, With the folding lid to close 
the said opening or to serve as a credence ta~ 
ble, an outer cover‘ or lid adapted‘ to close 
down over the lower part and when. raised 
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serving as the altar reredos, an inner folding I 5 
lid adapted to close the lower or satchel por 
tion anditself serving-as“ the altarztable, and 
the hanging thereon adapted to be folded out 
Ward When the device is in use as an altar, a 
handle being provided upon the outer lid or 20 
cover, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I have‘ hereunto set 

my hand this 6th day of December, A. D. 1894. 
ABIJAII ALEXANDER. 

In presence of“ 
G. G. HAVVLEY, 
M. E. GooLE'Y. 


