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Be it known that I, GEORGE J. GLADMAN, 
of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, in the 
State of New York, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Pessaries, of which 
the following, taken in connection with the 
accompanying- drawings,vis a full, clear, and 
exact description. ' 

My invention relates to improvements in 
supports or pessaries, and has for its object the 
production of a device for holding the uterus 
in its normal position which is simple in con— 
struction, is economically manufactured, and 
is readily placed in its designed position; and 
to this end it consists, essentially, in a disk 
or plate for engaging the neck of the uterus, 
and an arm or stem projecting from the disk 
or plate for entering the cavity of the uterus. 
The invention also consists in the detail 

construction and arrangement of the parts, 
all as hereinafter more particularly described, 
and pointed out in the claim. ' 
In describing this invention reference is had 

to the accompanying drawings, forming a part 
of this speci?cation, in which like letters in 
dicate corresponding parts in all the views. 
Figure l is a longitudinal sectional view of 

a section of a uterus, the adjacent portion of 
the vagina and contiguous tissue, and my im 
proved pessary, partly in elevation, shown in 
its operative position.‘ Fig. 2 is an enlarged 
longitudinal sectional view of my detached 
pessary; and Figs. 3 and 4 are enlarged ele 
vations, partly in section, of slightly-modi?ed 
constructions of my invention. . 

It is well known that the uterus is subjected 
to various displacements and that different 
forms of pessaries have been devised for caus 
ing the uterus to assume its normal position. 
These devices are so constructed as to em 
brace the neck of the uterus and depend for 
their support upon the walls of the vagina or 
outside supporting devices, which are in con 
venient and annoying in use. My present in 
vention is radically different from this type, 
of uterus-supporting devices in that it is pro 
vided with a lengthwise arm or stem, which 
enters the cavity of the uterus and imparts 
the desired rigidity thereto for preventing its 
various ?exions and versions, and a disk or 
plate for engaging the neck of the uterus and 
supporting the arm or stem in position. 

.ably secured together. 

1 [My improved pessary _A is shown at Fig. 1 
as operatively engaged with the uterus B, and, 
as clearly seen in the drawings, it- consists of 
a disk or plate a of suitable form and size 
and an arm or stem a’ projecting upwardly 
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from one face of the disk or plate a. The disk _ 
or plate a and the arm or stem at’ are here 
shown as formed integral with each other, but 
may obviously consist of separate parts suit 

The arm or stem a’ is 
also shown as of considerable length, but may 
be shorter, if desired. The disk or plate a is 
formed of suitable size and form to readily 
engage the end of the neck of the uterus, and, 
as clearly seen at Fig. 2, it is provided with a 
convex lower face a2 and a concave upper face. 
0.3. The arm or stem a’ is preferably formed 
with an enlarged rounding free end a4 and is 
of suitable size to readily enter the cavity of 
the uterus. As clearly seen at Fig. 1, the 
walls of the inner os of the uterus ?rmly en 
gage the adjacent portion of said arm or stem. 
As clearly seen in the drawings, the upright‘ 
wall of my pessary is formed concave longi 
tudinally and said arm or stem gradually 
decreases in diameter from each extremity 
toward its central portion, which is of less di 
ameter than either extremity thereof. This 
peculiar construction of the arm or stem 
causes the same to closely ?t the inner and 
outer 0s and the adjacent portion of the‘uter 
ine’ cavity, and particularly adds to the-prac— 
ticability and effectiveness of my pessary. 

_ The pessary A is formed with a longitudi 
nal perforation of’, extending from the upper 
end a4 through the disk or plate a, and this 
perforation serves to conduct- secretions lon 
gitudinally through the pessary. It will be 
obvious, however, that the secretions are also 
free to pass between the adjacent walls of the 
uterus and the pessary. 

Ifhave here illustrated the upper end of the 
stem 0.’ as provided with the series of branchv 
apertures a“, connected to the longitudinal 
aperture a5 but these latter apertures and, if 
desired, the aperture a5, may be dispensed 
with. 
'My improved pessary may be readily in-' 

serted to operative position with the exercise 
of a minimum degree of sklll and may be 
worn continuously until the uterus assumes 
its normal position, when it may be withdrawn 
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at will. \Vhen worn continuously the device 
is readily cleansed without removal by sub 
jecting the vagina to a hot water douche, but, 
if desired, the device may be withdrawn at 
will for suitable cleansing. 
At Figs. 3 and 4 I have shown slightly-modi 

?ed forms of my invention, in which the disk 
or plate a“) a20 are provided with lateral arms 
a“ a“, extending upwardly therefrom for en‘ 
gaging the adjacent vaginal walls. These lat 
ter modi?cations are particularly suitable for 
sustaining the uterus when extreme ante?ec 
tion, anteversion, retro?ection, or retrover 
sion thereof are present. 
The operation of my invention will be read 

ily understood upon reference to the foregoing 
description and the accompanying drawings. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and. desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
As a new article of manufacture, the herein 

‘ described pessary, the same comprising a disk 
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or plate a having a convex outer face a2, and 
a concave inner face a3 for engaging the neck 
of the uterus, and an arm or stem a’ for en 
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tering the uterine cavity formed integral with 
the disk or plate a and projecting vertically 
from substantially the central portion of said 
concave face and having its upright wall 
formed concave longitudinally, said arm or 
stem having its central portion formed of less 
diameter than either extremity and decreas 
ing gradually in diameterfrom each extremity 
toward its central portion, said pessary being 
formed with a series of branch apertures a,“ 
leading downwardly from the upper end of its 
arm or stem, and a longitudinal aperture a5 
leading from the former apertures through 
said arm or stem and the disk or plate, sub 
stantially as set forth. ' 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto 
signed my name, in the presence of two attest 
ing witnesses, at Syracuse, in the county of 
Onondaga, in the State of New York, this 23d 
day of August, 1894. 

GEORGE J. GLADMAN. 
Witnesses: _ 

CLARK H. NORTON, 
A. WEIsBURe. 
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