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[57] ABSTRACT 
A beam member which is installed at diametral portion 
in a ring shape superconducting coil container for sup 
porting hoop stress of the coil, or a portion of radiant 
heat shield covering the beam member, is partly or 
entirely composed of electrical insulators or high resis 
tivity materials. In accordance with the above composi 
tion, eddy current which is generated in the coil con 
tajner when the superconducting coil container crosses 
magnetic ?eld caused by eddy current which is gener 
ated in the radiant heat shield when the radiant heat 
shield crosses strong magnetic field caused by the super 
conducting coils with relative vibration of the radiant 
heat shield to the superconducting coil by a dynamic 
cause can be suppressed. Accordingly, heat generation 
in the superconducting coil container can be reduced, 
and consequently, generation of quenching can be pre 
vented. 

33 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG. 77 



US. Patent June 13, 1995 Sheet 7 of 8 5,424,702 

5? .. 
3 Lu 

: d‘ u i 
g m 

_J g? ‘ 15 1s 
'=! 1/L , ‘ s- I 

\ I 

I 

[J I 
I 

a ‘ -, 
L“. . I 

w 1/t 1/1‘ % 
(U13. SCALE) 

Zn?fi FREQUENCY (F EXTERNAL DISTURBANCE) 

FIG. 74 



US. Patent June 13, 1995 Sheet 8 of 8 5,424,702 

FIG. 15 



5,424,702 
1 

SUPERCONDUCI‘ING MAGNET 

This appliation is a continuation of Ser. No. 
07/947,400, ?led Sep. 21, 1992, now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

(1) Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a superconducting 

magnet which uses a container having a diametrically 
crossing beam member which supports a coil container 
containing a superconducting coil and, especially to a 
preferable superconducting magnet for avoiding 
quenching by reducing heat generation which is caused 
by the beam member installed in a dynamic environ 
ment. 

(2) Background of the Invention 
A schematic perspective cross section of a supercon 

ducting magnet having a beam member with a coil 
container is indicated in FIG. 2. The numeral 1 is a 
superconducting coil, 2 is a ring-shape superconducting 
coil container which contains such a coolant as liquid 
helium and the superconducting coil 1, 3 is a beam 
member crossing a diametrical portion of the supercon 
ducting coil container 2, 4 is a radiant heat shield for 
protecting the container 2 from entering the radiant 
heat by covering an outer surface of the container 2, 5 
is a vacuum adiabatic vessel, and 6 is a supporting mem 
ber for ?xing the superconducting coil vessel 2 to the 
vacuum adiabatic vessel 5. Generally speaking, as mate 
rials for the superconducting coil container 2, such 
materials as stainless steel (hereinafter shortly called 
SUS) having high stiffness and strength, etc., are used in 
order to support hoop stress of the superconducting coil 
1. Similarly, SUS is used as material for the beam mem 
ber 3 and the supporting member 6 both of which sup 
port electromagnetic force and heavy weight. On the 
other hand, as materials for the radiant heat shield 4, 
aluminum which has high radiation re?ectance, light 
weight, and large thermal conductivity etc. are gener 
ally used. As materials for the vacuum adiabatic vessel 
5, SUS and other thick wall materials are generally used 
inorder to maintain inside of the vessel vacuum for 
protection from in?ow of external heat and to support 
the superconducting coil etc. 

Superconducting magnet causes quenching when 
temperature of superconducting wiring material com 
posing the superconducting coil 1 is elevated higher 
than the critical temperature of the material, and come 
to be unable to maintain the superconducting state. 
Accordingly, it is an important issue to maintain tem 
perature of the superconducting coil 1 lower than the 
critical temperature, and to keep the superconducting 
state. 

Hitherto, as for in?ow of external heat, countermea 
sures using the above described radiant heat shield 4 and 
the vacuum adiabatic vessel 5 etc. have been taken for 
preventing radiation and heat transfer. Further, various 
countermeasures against in?ow of external heat by con 
duction, for example, such a method by extending heat 
?ow path as disclosed in JP-A-57-208lll (1982) have 
been taken. 
The above described countermeasures for preventing 

in?ow of external heat is premised on an assumption 
that the superconducting magnet is used in a static envi 
ronment. Accordingly, any countermeasures are not 
considered on heat generation in an internal operation 
of the superconducting magnet itself when, for exam 
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2 
ple, any external force is added to the superconducting 
magnet, or the superconducting magnet is used in a 
dynamic environment. One of sources which generates 
heat in the case when the superconducting magnet is 
used in a dynamic environment is eddy current which is 
generated in the superconducting coil container. A 
conventional superconducting magnet has a structure 
shown in FIG. 2 wherein the superconducting coil 
container 2 is directly ?xed to the vacuum adiabatic 
vessel 5 with the supporting member 6, and the radiant 
heat shield 4 is ?xed to the supporting member 6 which 
supports the superconducting coil container 2. More 
over, conventional radiant heat shields are generally 
made of aluminum, and have a structure which easily 
causes relative vibration to the superconducting coil 1 
because of thinness and light weight. Therefore, when 
vibration is transmitted inside from outside, relative 
vibration between the superconductinga coil and the 
radiant heat shield is caused, and the radiant heat shield 
4 comes to be crossing a strong magnetic ?eld which is 
yielded by the superconducting coil 1. Accordingly, 
eddy current is induced in plate members of the radiant 
heat shield 4, further eddy current is induced in the 
superconducting coil container 2 by crossing over the 
superconducting coil container 2 by magnetic ?eld 
induced by the above described eddy current, and, 
consequently, the eddy current becomes a cause of heat 
generation and causes a problem to make the supercon 
ducting coil become quenched. 
As for the above described problem, a countermea 

sure to suppress the heat Generation by adhering low 
resistant material such as aluminum, etc., on the super 
conducting coil container 2 in order to ?ow the eddy 
current through the low resistant material even if the 
eddy current is caused as disclosed in JP-A-60-2l7610 
(1985). 

But, hitherto, investigation whether the above de 
scribed disclosure effects on heat Generation of the 
beam member 3 which is ?xed to the superconducting 
container 2 or not, and if the effect may exist, how much 
does it effect on the heat Generation of the beam mem 
ber 3 has not been performed, and, consequently, none 
of countermeasures for heat Generation of the beam 
member 3 is considered. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

(1) Objects of the Invention 
The object of the present invention is to provide a 

superconducting magnet wherein heat generation in a 
superconducting coil container having a beam member 
is so reduced that quenching of the superconducting 
magnet is scarcely caused even in a dynamic condition. 1 

(2) Methods Solving the Problems 
The above described object is realized in a supercon 

ducting magnet wherein a superconducting coil is con 
tained in a coil container and a beam member for sup 
porting the coil is crossed over at an inner diametral 
portion of the coil container by composing the beam 
member electric insulators, and composing a part of the 
beam member with electric insulators which prevent 
eddy current flow through a closed loop composed of 
the beam member and the coil container. 
The above described object is also realized by com 

posing the beam member with high resistant materials, 
and composing a part of the beam member with high 
resistant materials which reduce eddy current ?ow 
through a closed loop composed of the beam member 
and the coil container. 
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The above described object is also realized by com 
posing the coil container with electric insulators or high 
resistant materials which interrupt or reduce circulation 
of electric current in a circumferential direction by 
placing the insulators or the materials at predetermined 
positions in a circumference of the coil container. 
The above described object is also realized by discon 

tinuous adhering of electric conductors or low resistant 
materials on an exterior wall surface of the coil con 
tainer. 
The above described object is also realized by com 

posing a part of a radiant heat shield covering exterior 
surface of the coil container, which covers a whole 
portion of the beam member, with electric insulators or 
high resistant materials. 
The above described object is also realized by insert 

ing a high resistant region which interrupt or reduce 
eddy current ?ow through a radiant heat shield cover 
ing a closed loop which is composed of the beam mem 
ber and the coil container in the radiant heat shield 
covering exterior surface of the coil container into a 
part of the radiant heat shield covering the beam mem 
ber. 
The above described object is also realized by placing 

the beam member at such a position that eddy current 
does not ?ow through a closed loop which is composed 
of the beam member and the coil container. 
The above described object is also realized by discon 

tinuous adhering of electric conductors or low resistant 
materials on an exterior surface of the beam member. 
By composing a whole or a part of the beam member 

with insulators or high resistant materials, eddy current 
flow through a semicircular closed loop which is com 
posed of the beam member and the coil container is 
interrupted or reduced and, consequently, heat genera 
tion by the eddy current is suppressed and a danger to 
cause quenching can be avoided. 

Further, eddy current flow through the radiant heat 
shield, which is a sourcepf eddy current flow through 
the coil container, is interrupted or reduced by compos 
ing a whole or a part of the radiant heat shield covering 
the beam member with insulators or high resistant mate 
rials, and, consequently, eddy current ?ow through the 
coil container is suppressed and heat generation at the 
coil container is reduced. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a combination of a plan view and a cross 
section of a superconducting magnet relating to an em 
bodiment of the present invention, - 
FIG. 2 is a schematic perspective cross section of a 

superconducting magnet being furnished with a beam 
member relying to an embodiment of the application of 
the present invention, 
FIG. 3 is a drawing of an eddy current ?ow path 

formed by rotation around a Y-axis (corresponding to 
the time A in FIG. 5), obtained by three dimensional 
analysis, and drawn by a computer, 
FIG. 4 is a drawing of an eddy current ?ow path 

formed by rotation around a Y-axis (corresponding to 
the time B in FIG. 5), obtained by three dimensional 
analysis, and drawn by a computer, 
FIG. 5 is a graph indicating time dependent change of 

eddy current and heat generation obtained by three 
dimensional eddy current analysis, 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view indicating an example of 

eddy current path formed by rotation around a Y-axis, 
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4 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a superconducting 

coil container relating to another embodiment of the 
present invention, 
FIG. 8 is a partially sectional perspective view of a 

radiant heat shield relating to another embodiment of 
the present invention, 
FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a superconducting 

coil container relating to another embodiment of the 
present invention, 
FIG. 10 is a partially sectional perspective view of a 

radiant heat shield covering the coil container illus 
trated in FIG. 9, 
FIG. 11 is an illustration indicating a structure relat~ 

ing to an embodiment of insulators fixed to a beam 
member, 
FIG. 12 is an illustration indicating a structure in an 

embodiment of insulators ?xed to a radiant heat shield, 
FIG. 13 is a graph indicating a relation between fre 

quency of external disturbance and eddy current caused 
by the external disturbance, 
FIG. 14 is a perspective view of a superconducting 

coil container relating to another embodiment of the 
present invention, and 
FIG. 15 is an illustration indicating a bellows struc 

ture in an embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE 

INVENTION 

Hereinafter, an embodiment of the present invention 
is explained referring to the Figures. 

First, theory of the present invention is explained. 
As a result of three dimensional eddy current analysis 

by the inventors on such pure relative vibrations as 
rotation around X-axis, rotation around Y-axis, and 
rotation around Z-axis respectively of a radiant heat 
shield in a structure including a beam member, it was 
revealed that loop current was generated in a closed 
loop which was composed of a superconducting coil 
container and the beam member depending on installed 
positions of the beam member, and that heat generation 
of the beam member at the time became dominant in 
heat generation of the superconducting coil container 
and, consequently, the heat generation of the beam 
member could be main cause of quenching of the super 
conducting magnet. In the analysis, a semicircular por 
tion and the beam member were assumed to be respec 
tively made from aluminum (low resistant material) and 
stainless steel (high resistant material). That means, 
materials having different resistance were used. For 
example, to the rotation of the radiant heat shield illus 
trated in FIG. 2 around Y-axis, there can be a case 
wherein such eddy current ?ow path as illustrated in 
FIG. 3 can be generated in an external surface of the 
superconducting coil container 2, or another ‘case 
wherein such eddy current flow path as illustrated in 
FIG. 4 can be generated. Further, such complex behav 
ior was revealed in that each of eddy current ?owed 
through each of the above described eddy current ?ow 
paths was exchanged alternately depending on phase of 
the vibration transmitted to the superconducting appa 
ratus as indicated in FIG. 5, and that total eddy current 
became maximum when eddy current in the beam mem 
ber was not generated, but, heat generation in the super 
conducting coil container became maximum when eddy 
current ?owed in the beam member as illustrated in 
FIG. 4 although total eddy current was less than the 
maximum value. 
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The above described three dimensional eddy current 
analysis was performed by dividing a governing equa 
tion to eddy current I (r, t) in a conductor by an ?nite 
element method and subsequent numerical simulation. 
It was con?rmed that a result of the simulation on a 
similar system as FIG. 2 fairly coincided with experi 
mental values. 

Where, 1) is resistivity of the conductor, p. is vacuum 
permeability, and r is spatial coordinates. The above 
governing equation means that voltage difference (?rst 
term) by the conductor resistance and electromagnetic 
induction electromotive force by time-dependant 
change of eddy current (second term) are balanced. 
Heat generation W is evaluated from the obtained eddy 
current I by the following equation; 

The simplest and certain measure for suppressing heat 
generation in a beam member which is caused by eddy 
current flowed in the beam member in a superconduc 
ting coil container is composing the beam member in 
the coil container with electric insulators. According to 
the above described measure, eddy current‘ ?ow 
through a closed loop composed of the coil container 
and the beam member is interrupted and heat generation 
is prevented. Consequently, a superconducting magnet 
which can hardly be quenched can be obtained. 
Depending on structure of the beam member, there 

are some superconducting magnets wherein the beam 
member can not be composed with electric insulators 
because of insuf?cient strength. In this case, alternates 
are necessary. In accordance with the previously de 
scribed three dimensional eddy current analysis, it was 
revealed that eddy current in the beam member could 
be suppressed by providing an insulating portion to a 
part of the radiant heat shield covering the beam mem 
ber of the superconducting coil container. Electric cou~ 
pling between the coil container and the radiant heat 
shield causes induction of eddy current from the radiant 
heat shield to the coil container. Accordingly, eddy 
current ?ow in the beam member of the coil container 
can be indirectly suppressed by interrupting eddy cur 
rent flow in the part of the radiant heat shield covering 
the beam member. In accordance with the above de 
scribed procedure, eddy current ?ow in the beam mem 
ber is suppressed and heat generation is reduced and, 
consequently, total heat generation in the whole super 
conducting coil container is reduced, and the supercon 
ducting magnet which can be hardly quenched is ob 
tained. 
The above described method is effective even in an 

occasion wherein providing an insulating portion di 
rectly to the beam member of the coil container is im 
possible on account of supporting strength of electro 
magnetic force or any of other reason. 

In an occasion wherein providing a complete insulat 
ing portion to the beam member is impossible on ac 
count of manufacturing procedure, a high resistant por 
tion is provided for taking the place of the complete 
insulating portion. In accordance with the above de 
scribed procedure, eddy current which ?ows as a 
closed loop current through the beam member can be 
suppressed. In the above described occasion, if vibra 
tion frequency due to external disturbance, namely fre 
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quency region of the eddy current, is in a resistive re 
gion (low frequency), it is possible to eliminate heat 
generation at the beam member by interrupting electric 
current with a high resistant portion, or even in an 
occasion wherein the electric current is not completely 
interrupted, insertion of a high resistant portion can 
suppress the eddy current by increasing resistance 
against a circulation current and reduce the heat genera 
tion as a whole. 

Referring to FIG. 13, the resistive region is explained 
hereinafter. In FIG. 13, vibration frequency added to 
the magnet is taken on the abscissa and a value of eddy 
current flow divided by coupled magnetic ?ux is indi 
cated on the ordinate in logarithm scale. The resistive 
region is the frequency region less than l/T of the bro 
ken solid line (-r=L/R, L: equivalent inductance to the 
eddy current flow path, R: equivalent resistance to the 
eddy current ?ow path), and the eddy current has a 
tendency to increase in proportion to the frequency. In 
the resistive region, heat generation is proportional to 
l/R, and heat generation is reduced as the resistance R 
is increased. That means, as the resistance increases, the 
solid line moves from the position of the solid line 15 to 
the chain line 16, eddy current which is generated by a 
same vibration frequency to due to external disturbance 
decreases by D in FIG. 13, and, further, the resistive 
region expands from l/‘T to 1/1' (where, 
1"=L/(R+R')). But, in the inductive region (high fre 
quency), namely a frequency region of higher than l/T, 
the eddy current ?ow becomes constant independent to 
the resistance as indicated by the solid line 15 and the 
chain line 16 in FIG. 13, and accordingly heat genera 
tion is increased in proportion to the resistance R. 
Therefore, when insertion of high resistance is per 
formed, it is necessary to set the vibration frequency 
due to external disturbance in the resistive region. By 
the above described procedure, heat generation in the 
beam member is suppressed and heat generation in the 
whole coil container is reduced, and consequently 
quenching is prevented. 

Similarly, by providing a high resistant portion to the 
part of radiant heat shield covering the beam member, 
the part of the radiant heat shield can be dif?cult in 
eddy current flow, and eddy current in the part of the 
radiant heat shield which is induced by electric cou 
pling of the superconducting coil container and the 
radiant heat shield can be suppressed. In this occasion, 
eddy current ?ow in the radiant heat shield behaves as 
same as the above described eddy current, and if the 
vibration frequency due to external disturbance is set in 
the resistive region, the eddy current does not flow, or 
becomes very small. In any way, the eddy current ?ow 
ing through the beam member in the coil container can 
be suppressed by the electric coupling, and heat genera 
tion in the beam member can be reduced. Accordingly, 
heat generation in the whole coil container is reduced, 
and a superconducting magnet which can hardly be 
quenched can be obtained. 

Further, because the three dimensional eddy current 
analysis revealed that a beam member in a conventional 
coil container was arranged in a position which made 
the beam member easy to flow circulating electric cur 
rent through the beam member, the ?xed position of the 
beam member in the coil container was changed to a 
position where the circulating electric current does not 
?ow in order not to ?ow the eddy current in the beam 
member and to suppress heat generation in the beam 
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member. That means, the beam member may not be 
arranged in the eddy current path. For example, the 
eddy current loop illustrated in FIG. 6 which is caused 
by rotational vibration around the Y axis of the radiant 
heat shield becomes one turn current as illustrated in 
FIG. 7 if the beam member does not locate at the posi 
tion and the superconducting coil container is a simple 
circular shape. That means, if the beam member is lo 
cated in a position where eddy current easily flows, the 
eddy current forms a current path by ?owing the beam 
member. And, the eddy current ?ow through the beam 
member can be suppressed by installing the beam mem 
ber at a position where it is not the current path of the 
eddy current, or at a position where current path por 
tions of eddy counter each other are connected as illus 
trated in FIG. 7. Consequently, heat generation by the 
eddy current at the beam member can be reduced, total 
heat generation of the coil container itself is reduced, 
and the superconducting magnet which can hardly be 
quenched can be obtained. 
The heat generation can also be reduced by adhering, 

evaporation deposition, or plating low resistant materi 
als such as aluminum, copper, silver, and gold etc., of 
which electrical resistivity decrease remarkably at liq 
uid helium temperature (4° K.), on a surface of the beam 
member in order to flow electric current through the 
low resistant materials when eddy current is caused. In 
accordance with the three dimensional eddy current 
analysis, heat generation at the beam member can be 
reduced to 1/ 5-1/ 10 of the prior art by performing the 
above described countermeasures, as described later in 
detail. 

In the explanation on installing the high resistant 
portion at the beam member, the inductive region has 
been explained. The adhering, etc., of the low resistant 
materials are especially effective to the superconduc 
ting magnet which is used in the inductive region, in 
other words, to the superconducting magnet which can 
not increase 1/1 larger than the maximum value to of 
the vibration frequency of external disturbance. In the 
inductive region, it is clearly understood that heat gen 
eration is proportional to the resistant value because 
electric current has a constant value and, consequently, 
heat generation can be reduced depending on reduction 
of the resistant value. Accordingly, the superconduc 
ting magnet which can hardly be quenched can also be 
obtained by the above described methods. Especially, it 
becomes more advantageous when materials having 
high purity more than 99.9% are used as the low resis 
tivity materials, because the resistivity of the materials 
at liquid helium temperature (4° K.) decrease to 
1/ 10-1/100 of the resistivity at room temperature and 
heat generation can farther be reduced that much. 
(Embodiment 1) 

Next, data obtained by the three dimensional eddy 
current analysis and an embodiment of a superconduc 
ting magnet manufactured depending on the result of 
the analysis are explained in detail. 
FIG. 1 is a plan view and a cross section of a super 
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face of the container made from SUS is discontinuously 
coated with aluminum in order to reduce heat genera 
tion of the container 2 itself. The numeral 3 indicates the 
beam across the superconducting coil container in a 
diametral direction. The beam 3 is made from SUS and 
?xed to the superconducting coil container 2 by weld~ 
ing, and is cooled down to the liquid helium tempera 
ture as well as the superconducting coil container 2. 
The superconducting coil container 2 is ?xed to the 
vacuum adiabatic vessel 5 with the supporting member 
6 as the beam 3 is used as a supporting portion. The 
radiant heat shield 4 is placed between the vacuum 
adiabatic vessel 5 and the superconducting coil con 
tainer 2 in order to interrupt entering of radiant heat to 
internal coil container 2 side, and is made from alumi 
num and cooled down to 80° K. with liquid nitrogen. A 
part of the beam 3 made from SUS in the present em 
bodiment is interrupted, and the electric insulating por~ 
tion 7 is provided. Detail of the insulating portion 7 will 
be explained later in detail referring to FIG. H. The 
numeral 8 indicates bolts ?xing the beam 3 and the 
supporting member 6, or the supporting member 6 and 
the vacuum adiabatic vessel 5. 
When the radiant heat shield 4 vibrates relatively to 

the superconducting coil 1 depending on external dy~ 
namic cause, the radiant heat shield 4 crosses strong 
magnetic ?eld generated by the superconducting coil 1, 
and eddy current is generated in the radiant heat shield 
4. The eddy current in the radiant heat shield 4 gener 
ates magnetic ?eld, and crossing over the generated 
magnetic ?eld by the superconducting coil container 2 
causes eddy current in the superconducting coil con 

' tainer 2. But, the eddy current is interrupted by the 
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conducting magnet relating to the ?rst embodiment of 60 
the present invention. The superconducting coil 1 is 
contained in the ring-shape superconducting coil con 
tainer 2 with coolant of liquid helium. The supercon» 
ducting coil container 2 is made from stainless steel in 
order to support the superconducting coil 1 and electro 
magnetic force such as hoop stress caused in the super 
conducting coil 1 as well. Otherwise, as disclosed in 
JP-A-60-2l7610 (1985), almost an entire external sur 

65 

insulating portion 7 which is provided at a part of the 
beam 3 and the eddy current is not ?owed to the beam 
3. Consequently, heat is not generated. In accordance 
with the present embodiment, generation of quenching 
is prevented because heat generation in the supercon 
ducting coil container 2 is suppressed to less than the 
conventional example illustrated in FIG. 2 in which 
eddy current flows in the beam 3. 

In the present embodiment, heat generation reducing 
effect is quantitatively determined by the three dimen 

' sional eddy current analysis. FIGS. 3 and 4 are eddy 
current flow patterns obtained by the three dimensional 
eddy current analysis as previously described and 
drawn by a computer. The coil model used in the analy 
sis was rather a little bit elliptical shape than an exact 
circle as indicated in FIG. 1. Major axis of the coil 
model was about 1000 mm. The calculation was per- 
formed under an assumption that the superconducting 
coil was excited to 500 KAT and relatively vibrated to 
the radiant heat shield around the Y-axis with 4X 10*8 
rad, 300 Hz. The result of eddy current distribution 
calculation by a computer is illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 
4. The lines in the Figures are equivalent to the current 
lines. The result was calculated on a case in which insua 
lation is not provided to the beam 3, and the heat gener 
ation by eddy current was 1 W. The superconducting 
coil container 2 itself was coated with aluminum and 
heat generation was as small as 0.1 W, and major heat 
source was the beam 3. The generated heat of l W looks 
small, but it is a fairly large amount of heat in comparing 
with the quantity of liquid helium to maintain a temper— 
ature of the superconducting coil at 4° K., and a margin 
to quenching is remarkably reduced. The same three 
dimensional eddy current analysis was performed on a 
case in which the beam 3 was a perfect insulated body. 
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The heat generation in the beam 3 was naturally 0 W 
because the eddy current was completely interrupted, 
and heat generation in the coil container 2 itself was 0.1 
W as same as the previous case, accordingly, total heat 
generation of the coil container was determined to be 
reduced to l/lO by providing an insulation to the beam. 
(Embodiment 2) 
FIG. 8 is a partial perspective cross section of a su 

perconducting magnet relating to the second embodi 
ment of the present invention. The composition of the 
superconducting magnet relating to the present embodi 
ment is fundamentally same as that of the ?rst embodi 
ment except shape of the radiant heat shield. The radi 
ant heat shield 4 in the ?rst embodiment was a simple 
circular shape, but shape of the radiant heat shield 4 in 
the present embodiment was completely along the 
shapes of the superconducting coil container 2 and the 
beam 3, and the radiant heat shield 4 was composed so 
as to cover the beam 3 itself. And, the insulating portion 
7 is provided to a part of the radiant heat shield cover 
ing the beam 3 in the present embodiment. When an 
external dynamic effect causes relative vibration of the 
radiant heat shield 4 to the superconducting coil 1 and 
the radiant heat shield 4 crosses magnetic ?eld gener‘ 
ated by the superconducting coil 1, eddy current is 
generated in the radiant heat shield 4, but the eddy 
current does not flow to the radiant heat shield cover 
ing the beam 3 because of interruption of the eddy cur 
rent by the insulating portion 7. Consequently, eddy 
current to be generated in the beam 3 by electric cou 
pling between the superconducting coil container 2 and 
the radiant heat shield 4 is also suppressed. Accord 
ingly, heat generation in the beam 3 is also suppressed 
and total heat generation in the superconducting coil 
container is reduced, and the superconducting magnet 
can hardly be quenched can be obtained. The details of 
the insulating portion 7 is illustrated in FIG. 12 as a 
portion indicated by the numeral 12, and will be ex 
plained later. 

Similarly, the three dimensional eddy current analysis 
was performed on the second embodiment under an 
assumption that vibration condition and dimensions of 
the whole coil, etc., were same as the ?rst embodiment. 
In the present case, total heat generation is 0.15 W. In 
the present embodiment, any insulating portion is not 
provided to the beam 3 and, consequently, small 
amount of eddy current flows in the beam 3. Heat gen 
eration of 0.05 W in the beam 3 and 0.1 W in the coil 
container 2 makes total heat generation of 0.15 W. As 
above explained, it is revealed that the heat generation 
can be remarkably reduced to about 15% by insulation 
at only the radiant heat shield. 
The present embodiment is preferable as an alternate 

method when the insulation of the beam is dif?cult on 
account of geometrical shape of the coil container 2 or 
in relation to make the structure of the coil container for 
supporting hoop stress from the coil. 
(Embodiment 3) 
The third embodiment of the present invention is 

illustrated in FIG. 9. Fundamental composition of the 
third embodiment is as same as that of the ?rst embodi 
ment, but a portion indicated by the numeral 9 in the 
present embodiment is not the insulating portion but the 
high resistant portion. When an external dynamic effect 
causes relative vibration of the radiant heat shield 4 to 
the superconducting coil 1, eddy current is generated in 
the radiant heat shield 4 by crossing over the magnetic 
?eld which is generated by the superconducting coil 1, 
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10 
and further eddy current is generated in the supercon 
ducting coil container 2 by crossing over the magnetic 
?eld which is generated by eddy current in the radiant 
heat shield 4, but the eddy current is interrupted by 
setting the vibration frequency of external disturbance 
in the resistive region with the high resistant portion 9 
of the beam 3. Consequently, eddy current in the beam 
3 is suppressed and heat generation is also suppressed. 
Even if eddy current flows through the high resistant 
portion 9, one turn resistance of a closed loop composed 
of a half of the container 2 and the beam 3 is increased 
by existence of the high resistant portion 9 and eddy 
current induced in the closed loop is reduced that much. 
Accordingly, if the resistant value of the high resistant 
portion is large enough, the heat generation is totally 
suppressed. Consequently, heat generation in the super 
conducting coil container 2 is suppressed and quench 
ing becomes hard to occur. 

Actually, the high resistant portion 9 is realized by 
such methods as being composed from high resistant 
materials such as inconel steel rather than stainless steel, 
or the total beam 3 itself is manufactured from stainless 
steel and make the high resistant portion have a bellow 
structure 18 as illustrated in FIG. 15, and including 
?anges 7 and holds 19 in order to increase resistivity in 
a longitudinal direction. 
(Embodiment 4) 
The fourth embodiment of the present invention is 

illustrated in FIG. 10. Fundamental composition of the 
fourth embodiment is as same as that of the ?rst embodi 
ment, but the radiant heat shield 4 of the fourth embodi 
ment contains the superconducting coil container 2 
having the shape illustrated in FIG. 9, and the high 
resistant portion 9 is provided at a part of the radiant 
heat shield 4 covering the total four beams of the super 
conducting coil container 2. 
When the radiant heat shield 4 vibrates relatively to 

the superconducting coil 1 by an external dynamic ef 
fect and crosses over the magnetic ?eld generated by 
the superconducting coil 1, eddy current is generated in 
the radiant heat shield 4 by crossing over the magnetic 
?eld which is generated. But, the eddy current is inter 
rupted because the high resistant portion 9 provided at 
a part of the radiant heat shield covering the beam 3 
makes vibration frequency of external disturbance set in 
the resistive region, and eddy current which is due to be 
flowed through the part of the radiant heat shield cov 
ering the beam 3 is not generated. Or, even if eddy 
current flows through the high resistant portion 9, the 
induced eddy current decreases that much correspond 
ing to increment of one turn resistivity by addition of 
the high resistant portion 9. In any way, there is an 
electric coupling between the superconducting coil 
container 2 and the radiant heat shield 4, and if eddy 
current ?owing through a part of the radiant heat shield 
4 covering the beam 3 is suppressed, eddy current in 
duced in the beam itself is also suppressed. Conse 
quently, heat generation in the beam 3 is suppressed and 
total heat generation of the superconducting coil con 
tainer is reduced, and a superconducting magnet which 
can hardly be quenched can be obtained. 
(Embodiment 5) 
The ?fth embodiment of the present invention is 

illustrated in FIG. 7. The superconducting coil 1 is 
contained in the superconducting coil container 2 with 
a coolant, liquid helium. The superconducting coil con 
tainer 2 is made from SUS in order to support the super 
conducting coil 1 and electromagnetic force such as 
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hoop stress generated in the superconducting coil 1 at 
the same time. The numerical 3 indicates a beam of the 
superconducting coil container. The beam 3 is made 
from SUS and is ?xed to the superconducting coil con 
tainer 2 by welding, and is cooled to liquid helium tem 
perature as same as the superconducting coil container 
2. If assuming that an external rotatory vibration around 
a Y axis is added to the radiant heat shield 4 covering 
the superconducting coil container 2 as illustrated in 
FIG. 6, the current paths 13 of eddy currents in this case 
become as illustrated in FIG. 6 and each eddy currents 
of left side and right side, and also face side and back 
side, has a rotating direction reverse to each other. 
Therefore, the paths of the eddy currents due to ?ow in 
each of four semi-circular loops at left and right, and 
face and back, of the coil container 2 are changed by 
respectively changing the connection of the beam be 
tween A and B to A and H, the beam between C and D 
to C and F, the beam between E and F to E and D, and 
the beam between G and H to G and B as illustrated in 
FIG. 7 in order to make a current path in which only 
the turn current 14 ?ows ring body portion of the coil 
container 2. That means, circulating current is made to 
be interrupted between the superconducting coil con 
tainer 2 and the beam 3. Consequently, the eddy current 
?owing through the beam 3 is suppressed and heat 
generation in the beam is reduced. Accordingly, total 
heat generation in the superconducting coil container 
itself is suppressed, and a superconducting magnet 
which is hardly be quenched can be obtained. 

Next, the structure of the “insulating” portion de 
scribed in the ?rst and second embodiments are con 
cretely explained. 
FIG. 11 is a cross section illustrating details of the 

insulating portion described in the ?rst embodiment. 
The numeral 1 is a superconducting coil, 2 is a super 
conducting coil container, 3 is a beam made from SUS. 
The beam 3 is divided into two portions, and the end 
portions 30 and 3b are respectively formed in a ?ange 
shape having larger diameter. The end portions 3a and 
3b are arranged facing each other, the ?xing member 10 
made from SUS which covers both of the end portions 
3a and 3b together is attached to the end portions with 
the insulator 7 between so that the ?xing member 10 and 
the end portions 30 and 3b are respectively electrically 
insulated, and the ?xing member 10 and the end por 
tions 3a and 3b are ?xed together with insulated bolts 
11. By forming the above described structure, even 
though a strong tensile stress caused by strong electro 
magnetic force is applied to the beam 3, the ?xing mem 
ber 10 bears the tensile stress and supports the supercon 
ducting coil container 2 thoroughly in addition to main 
tain the insulation. As materials for the insulator 7, ?ber 
reinforced plastics, ceramics such as alumina, etc., and 
low temperature resistant plastics such as kapton, and 
te?on (commercial name), etc., are used. 
FIG. 12 is a cross section illustrating details of the 

insulator described in the second embodiment. 
The numeral 1 is a superconducting coil, 2 is a super 

conducting coil container, 3 is a beam made from SUS, 
and 4 is a radiant heat shield. The radiant heat shield 4 
has a discontinuous portion 12 at the portion covering 
the beam 3 and is insulated at the portion. The radiant 
heat shield 4 does not have many supporting points in 
order to avoid entering of the heat but is only ?xed by 
simple structure, and large electromagnetic force is not 
applied except in a case of quenching. Accordingly, 
only providing a discontinuous portion at a part of the 

12 
radiant heat shield 4 is suf?cient without using a com~ 
plex insulating structure such as combination of ?ber 
reinforced plastics with the discontinuous portion. In a 
case when entering of the radiant heat should be ex 
tremely avoided, an overlapping structure in which one 
end of the discontinuous portion overlaps another end 

. of the discontinuous portion is adopted. 
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(Embodiment 6) 
The sixth embodiment of the present invention is 

illustrated in FIG. 14. 
The numeral 2 is a superconducting coil container, 

and 3 is a beam owned by the superconducting coil 
container in both of which the hatched portions 17 are 
low resistant portions and others are bare portions of 
SUS part of the superconducting coil container. As for 
the low resistant materials, aluminum, copper, silver, 
and gold, etc., are used, and the material is attached to 
the beam and the coil container by any of means such as 
adhering, vapor depositing, welding, and plating, etc. In 
this case, heat generation is reduced by setting vibration 
frequency of external disturbance in an inductive region 
so as to decrease one turn resistance of the supercon 
ducting coil container 2. In addition to providing low 
resistant members to the superconducting coil container 
2, the low resistant members are also attached to the 
beam 3, and total heat generation is decreased further. 
The reason not to cover a whole surface of the con 

tainer with aluminum, etc., is to prevent an increasing of 
time and electric power required for starting up of the 
superconducting coil because the super conducting 
container 2 becomes easy to ?ow eddy current in exci~ 
tation of the superconducting coil. 
The three dimensional eddy current analysis being 

performed on the above described system under the 
same condition as the ?rst embodiment revealed that 
total heat generation was 0.1 W and was reduced to 
1/10 of the case in which low resistant materials were 
not provided to the beam 3. In accordance with the 
structure above described, heat generation in the super 
conducting coil container is reduced and a supercon— 
ducting magnet which is hardly quenched can be ob 
tained. 

In addition to the beam structures in each of the 
above described embodiments, it is remarkably effective 
for reducing eddy current flow in the container itself by 
providing high resistant portions at a part of ring shape 
body of the coil container 2. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A superconducting magnet comprising: 
a superconducting coil, 
a coil container made substantially of aluminum 

coated stainless steel, 
a beam member made substantially of stainless steel 
and being disposed across an inner diametral'por 
tion of said coil container for supporting said super 
conducting coil; and 

a suppressing means disposed along said beam mern~ 
ber for suppressing eddy current flow through a 
closed loop including said beam member and said 
coil container. 

2. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim l, 
wherein said suppressing means includes said beam 
member having a structure which substantially inter» 
rupts eddy current flow through the closed loop. 

3. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said suppressing means includes said beam 
member being partially composed of a material which 
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substantially interrupts eddy current ?ow through the 
closed loop. 

4. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said suppressing means includes at least a por 
tion of at least one of radiant heat shield which covers 
said beam member and said coil container being at least 
partly composed of a material which substantially inter 
rupts eddy current ?ow through the closed loop. 

5. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said suppressing means includes said beam 
member being at least partially composed of an electri 
cal insulator. 

6. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein said electrical insulator is any one of ?berglass 
reinforced plastics, alumina, and carbon ?ber glass rein 
forced plastics. 

7. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein said electrical insulator is a ?uorine resin for an 
electrical insulator at low temperature. 

8. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said suppressing means includes said beam 
member being at least partially composed of a high 
electric resistance material. 

9. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein said beam member is composed of inconel as 
said high electric resistance material. 

10. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein at least a part of said beam member is made 
highly electrically resistant by being composed of a 
bellow structure. 

11. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said suppressing means includes said coil con 
tainer being composed in such a manner that at least one 
of an electrical insulator material and a high electrical 
resistant material is arranged along a body of said coil 
container for cutting off or reducing circulation of eddy 
current along said body. 

12. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein. said suppressing means includes said coil con 
tainer being composed in such a manner that an external 
surface of said coil container is coated discontinuously 
with aluminum. 

13. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein said portion of said radiant heat shield is en 
tirely composed of at least one of an electric insulator 
material and a high electric resistant material. 

14. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 13, 
wherein said radiant heat shield other than said portion 
is made from aluminum. 

15. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein said portion of said radiant heat shield is partly 
composed of a high resistivity region for interrupting or 
reducing eddy current which otherwise would ?ow 
through said radiant heat shield covering the closed 
loop. 

16. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 15, 
wherein said radiant heat shield other than said portion 
is made from aluminum. 

17. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said suppressing means includes said beam 
member being arranged at such a position that eddy 
current which ?ows through the closed loop is inter 
rupted. 

18. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein said low resistivity material is any of alumi 
num, copper, gold, and silver. 

19. A superconducting magnet comprising: 
a superconducting coil, 
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14 
a coil container made substantially of aluminum 

coated stainless steel, and 
a beam member made substantially of stainless steel 
and being disposed across an inner diameteral por 
tion of said coil container, wherein said beam mem 
ber is at least partially composed of an electrical 
insulator for preventing eddy current ?ow through 
said beam member. 

20. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 19, 
wherein 

said electrical insulator is any one of ?berglass rein 
forced plastics, alumina, and carbon ?berglass rein 
forced plastics. 

21. A superconducting magnet comprising: 
a superconducting coil, 
a coil container made substantially of aluminum 

coated stainless steel, and 
a beam member made substantially of stainless steel 
and being disposed across an inner diameteral por 
tion of said coil container, wherein an electrical 
conduction path along said beam member is inter 
rupted with an electrical insulator disposed along 
said beam member which prevents eddy current 
?owing through a closed loop being composed of 
said beam member and said coil container. 

22. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 21, 
wherein 

said electrical insulator is ?uorine resin for an insula 
tor at low temperature. 

23. A superconducting magnet comprising: 
a superconducting coil, 
a coil container made substantially of aluminum 

coated stainless steel, and e 
a beam member made substantially of stainless steel 
and being disposed across an inner diameteral por 
tion of said coil container, wherein said beam mem 
ber is at least partially composed of a high electric 
resistance material for reducing eddy current ?ow 
through said beam member. 

24. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 23, 
wherein 

said beam member is partially composed of inconel as 
said high electric resistance material. 

25. A superconducting magnet comprising: 
a superconducting coil, 
a coil container made substantially of aluminum 

coated stainless steel, and 
a beam member made substantially of stainless steel 
and being disposed across an inner diameteral por 
tion of said coil container, wherein said beam mem 
ber contains areas composed of a high electric 
resistance material which reduces eddy current 
?owing through a closed loop being composed of 
said beam member and said coil container. 

26. A superconducting magnet as claimed in claim 25, 
wherein 

a part of said beam member is made highly electri 
cally resistant by being composed of a bellow 
structure. 

27. A superconducting magnet as claimed in any of 
claims from claim 1 to claim 26, wherein 

said coil container is composed in such a manner that 
at least one of an electrical insulator material and a 
high electrical resistant material is arranged along a 
body of said coil container for cutting off or reduc 
ing circulation of eddy current along said body. 

28. A superconducting magnet as claimed in any of 
claims from claim 19 claim 26, wherein 
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said coil container is composed in such a manner that 
an external surface of said coil container except 
portions composed of said electrical insulator or 
high electrical resistance material is coated discon~ 
tinuously with aluminum. 

29. A superconducting magnet comprising: 
a superconducting coil, 
a coil container made substantially of aluminum 

coated stainless steel, and 
a beam member made substantially of stainless steel 
and being disposed across an inner diameteral por 
tion of said coil container, 

a radiant heat shield covering said beam member, 
wherein at least a portion of said radiant heat, 
shield covering said beam member is entirely com 
posed of at least one of an electric insulating mate 
rial and a high electrical resistant material. 

30. A superconducting magnet comprising: 
a superconducting coil, 
a coil container made substantially of aluminum 

coated stainless steel, and 
a beam member made substantially of stainless steel 
and being disposed across an inner diameteral por~ 
tion of said coil container, 

a radiant heat shield covering said beam member, 
wherein 

a portion of said radiant heat shield coveting said 
beam member is partly composed of a high resistiv 
ity region for interrupting or reducing eddy cur 
rent which flows through said radiant heat shield as 

5 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

65 

16 
part of a closed loop being composed of said beam 
member and said coil container. 

31. A superconducting magnet as claimed in any one 
of claim 29 and claim 30, wherein 

said radiant heat shield is at least partially made from 
stainless steel or inconel. 

32. A superconducting magnet comprising: 
a superconducting coil, 
a coil container made substantially of aluminum 

coated stainless steel, and 
a beam member made substantially of stainless steel 

and being disposed across an inner diameteral por 
tion of said coil container, wherein said beam mern— 
ber has a construction at a predetermined position 
such that eddy current which otherwise would 
?ow through a closed loop being composed of said 
beam member and said coil container is inter 
rupted. 

33. A superconducting magnet comprising: 
a superconducting coil, 
a coil container made substantially of aluminum 

coated stainless steel, and 
a beam member made substantially of stainless steel 

and being disposed across an inner diameteral por 
tion of said coil container, wherein a surface of said 
beam member is coated with at least one of an 
electric conductor material and a low resistivity 
material for reducing eddy current flow through 
said beam member. 

* * * :k * 


