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TRIPLE SECTION ZIPPER TOOL CASE 

BACKGROQND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
' INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a tool case for carry 
ing tools and other items to a work site. More particu 
larly, the present invention relates to a tool case that 
includes multiple cargo sections. 
Tradesmen use a variety of tools to perform the work 

of their trade (e.g., carpenter, appliance repair, electri 
cian, painter, insulator). Tradesmen use tool cases to 

- transport their tools to and from each work site. Differ 
ent work sites require different tools to complete the 
necessary work. Therefore, it is important that the 
tradesmen be able to transport many tools to each work 
site. Tradesmen may also require items other than tools 
to perform their work such as of?ce supplies, calcula 
tor, business cards, change of clothes, food, computer, 
clipboard, ?oppy disks, cellular phone, tape recorder, 
umbrella, etc . . . 

What is needed is a tool case that allows a tradesman 
to carry tools and other necessary items in an organized 
manner. It would also be desirable to have access to 
separate compartments within the tool case without 
exposing the contents of the entire tool case. 
According to the present invention, a triple section 

zipper tool case is provided to transport tools and other 
necessary items. The tool case includes a central cargo 
bay and two outer pockets. The central cargo bay in 
cludes a top side, a bottom wall opposite of the top side, 
?rst and second end walls appended to the bottom wall 
and situated opposite of each other, and ?rst and second 
side walls appended to the bottom wall. The ?rst and 
second side walls are situated opposite of each other 
and arranged to extend between ?rst and second end 
walls. The ?rst and second side walls are substantially 
larger than the ?rst and second end walls. The two 
outer pockets-are created by attaching an outside wall 
to the side wall of the central cargo bay. 
One feature of a tool case in accordance with the 

present invention is that a ?rst outer pocket carries 
tools, a second outer pocket carries necessary ?eld 
service documentation, and the central cargo bay 
carries larger miscellaneous items. The ?rst outer 
pocket is an organized tool case that carries tools in tool 
pockets situated on the ?rst side wall and ?rst outside 
wall. The second outer pocket is a slim-line attache case 
that carries a clipboard, business cards, ?oppy disks, 
and other of?ce supplies. The central cargo bay has 
room to transport larger tools, clothes, or any other 
item the tradesman needs. For example, the central 
cargo bay is sized to carry power tools, circuit boards, 
spare modules, test equipment, cables and accessories, 
spare parts, boxes, large service manuals, notebook 
computers or printers, consumables, or overnight items. 

Advantageously, the outer pockets are the full width 
and length of the side wall of the central cargo bay. This 
maximizes the space available to transport items in the 
outside pockets. 
Another feature of a tool case in accordance with the 

present invention is that each of the central cargo bay 
and two outside pockets include their own fasteners. 
Providing separate access to each cargo bay and pocket 
makes the tool case easier to use and does not expose all 
items to the environment every time the tool case is 
opened. 
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2 
In preferred embodiments of the present invention, 

the central cargo bay is accessed by unfastening a single 
?ap that extends from the ?rst end wall along the entire 
length of the top side to the second endwall. This cre 
ates a large opening into the central cargo bay and thus 
allows easy loading and unloading of items into the 
central cargo bay. 

Advantageously, the single central cargo bay ?ap is 
easily fastened and unfastened using a dual zipper and 
hook and loop fastener. The dual zipper includes two 
zippers situated on opposite sides of the single ?ap and 
arranged to extend parallel to each other along the 
entire length of the flap. The ?ap is permanently at 
tached to the ?rst end wall and is attached to the second 
end wall by means of a hook and loop fastener. 

Also in preferred embodiments of the present inven 
tion, the two outer pockets pivot with respect to the 
center cargo bay. The outside walls that form the outer 
pockets are permanently attached to the center cargo 
bay along the bottom of the side walls and are fastened 
along the other sides of the center cargo bay using 
zippers. Permanently attaching the outside wall to only 
one side of the central cargo bay allows a wide range of 
motion for the outer pocket to pivot. This allows for 
easy access to the two outer pockets. 

Advantageously, the two outer pockets provide pro 
tection for the center cargo bay. The extra layers of 
construction provide an additional barrier for the center 
cargo bay to reduce damage to items in the center cargo 
bay. This provides a more secure space to transport 
items. 
Another feature of a tool case in accordance with the 

present invention is that the large central cargo bay 
stabilizes the tool case to prevent the tool case from 
“tipping over” when one or both of the outside pockets 
are opened. This allows for a more user-friendly tool 
case. 

Additional objects, features, and advantages of the 
invention will become apparent to those skilled in the 
art upon consideration of the following detailed de 
scription of a preferred embodiment exemplifying the 
best mode of carrying out the invention as presently 
perceived. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The detailed description particularly refers to the 
accompanying ?gures in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the tool case showing 

a central cargo bay and a ?rst and second outer pocket 
in a closed position; 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the tool case taking 

along line 2-2 of FIG. 1 showing the central cargo bay 
and a ?rst and second outer pocket in a closed position; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the tool case showing 

the ?rst and second outer pockets in an open position 
exposing the tool pockets of the ?rst pocket and the 
?eld service documentation of the second pocket and 
the central cargo bay flap in an unfastened position 
exposing the central cargo bay; and 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the tool case showing 

the central cargo bay ?ap being moved from a fastened 
position to an unfastened position by opening a dual 
zipper and hook and loop ?ap fastener. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
DRAWINGS 

The components of a triple section zipper tool case 10 
are shown in FIG. 1. The tool case 10 includes three 
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compartments: a ?rst outer pocket 12, a second outer 
pocket 14, and a central cargo bay 16 between the ?rst 
and second outer pockets 12, 14. One advantage of the 
tool case 10 is that the three compartments 12, 14, 16 
can be accessed separately using zippers 11, 13, 15, and 
18. The three compartments are shown in an open posi 
tion 17 in FIG. 3 and a closed position 19 in FIG. 1. 
Illustratively, the tool case 10 is made of COR 
DURA ® or similar material such as nylon or vinyl and 
has a semi?exible construction. The tool case 10 is de 
signed with stability to stand upright even with one or 
the other or both of the outer pockets 12, 14 in an open 
position as shown in FIG. 3. 
The central cargo bay 16 includes a top side 20, a 

bottom wall 22 opposite the top side 20, ?rst and second 
end walls 24, 26 and ?rst and second side walls 28, 30. 
The end walls 24, 26 and side walls 28, 30 are appended 
to the bottom wall 22 so that the ?rst and second end 
walls 24, 26 are opposite one another and the ?rst and 
second side walls 28, 30 are opposite one another. The 
area of the side walls 28, 30 is substantially larger than 
the area of the end walls 24, 26. 
The end walls 24, 26, side walls 28, 30, bottom wall 

22, and top side 20 de?ne inner area 32 of the central 
cargo bay 16 that is large and cavernous. Advanta 
geously, the central cargo bay 16 has a large capacity 
and is arranged to carry cargo in a protected region 
between the two outer pockets 12 and 14. It also is 
arranged so that the tool case is not awkward to carry 
when the cargo bay 16 is full and provides a secure 
space to eliminate fallout of smaller items. 
The top side 20 of central cargo bay 16 is covered by 

a single central cargo bay ?ap 34 that extends from the 
?rst end wall 24 along the entire length of the top side 
20 to the second end wall 26. The flap 34 is fastened and 
unfastened with a dual zipper hook and loop fastener 36. 
The fastener 36 includes two zippers 15, 18 situated on 
opposite sides of the ?ap 34 that extend along the entire 
length of the ?ap 34 from the ?rst end wall 24 along the 
entire length of the top side 20 to the second end wall 
26. The zippers 15, 18 are connected by means of a 
zipper handle 38. The ?ap 34 is permanently fastened to 
the ?rst end wall 24 and is fastened to the second end 
wall 26 with a hook and loop connector 40. In preferred 
embodiments of the present invention, the hook and 
loop connector 40 is a VELCRO ® connector 
To open the central cargo bay ?ap 34, the hook and 

loop connector 40 is unfastened and the dual zipper 
handle 38 is pulled from the second end wall 26 to the 
?rst end wall 24 in direction 27 as shown in FIG. 4. To 
close the central cargo bay ?ap 34, the dual zipper 
handle 38 is pulled from the ?rst end wall 24 to the 
second end wall 26 in a direction 29 opposite to direc 
tion 27 as shown in FIG. 3 and the hook and loop con 
nector 40 is fastened. It will be understood that tool case 
10 has been rotated end for end in FIG. 4 (as compared 
to FIG. 3) to illustrate the hook and loop connector 40 
during opening of the single central cargo bay ?ap 34. 
The ?rst and second outer pockets 12, 14 are formed 

by attaching ?rst and second outside walls 42, 44 to the 
?rst and second side walls 28, 30. Each outside wall 42, 
44 is permanently appended along the bottom of one of 
the side walls 28, 30 and is fastened along the other 
three sides by one of the zippers 11 and 13. Permanently 
attaching the outside walls 42, 44 to only one side of the 
central cargo bay 16 allows a wide range of motion for 
the outer pockets 12, 14 to pivot. This allows for easy 
access to the two outer pockets 12, 14. Each side wall 
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4 
28, 30 includes an inner surface 46 facing into the cen 
tral cargo bay 16 and an outer surface 48 facing into one 
of the ?rst and second outer pockets 12, 14. Each out 
side wall 42, 44 includes an'inner surface 50 facing 
toward the central cargo bay 16 when the outer pocket 
12, 14 is in the closed position 19 and an outer surface 52 
facing away from the central cargo bay 16 when the 
outer pocket 12, 14 is in the closed position 19. 
The relative size of the larger central cargo bay 16 to 

the smaller outer pockets 12, 14 prevents the tool case 
10 from “tipping over” even when the outer pockets 12, 
14 are in the open position 17. The tool case 10 is further 
stabilized by non-skid rubber feet 54 on the bottom of 
the tool case 10. 
The amount of storage space available in the outer 

pockets 12, 14 is maximized by making the outer pock 
ets 12, 14 extend along the full width and length of the 
side wall 28, 30 of the central cargo bay 16. The amount 
of storage space available is also increased by having 
the outer pockets 12, 14 on the “larger” side walls 28, 
30. (The area of the side walls 28, 30 is substantially 
larger than the area of the end walls 24, 26.) 
The ?rst outer pocket 12 is an organized tool case 

that includes thirty-six super strength NOVALUX TM 
tool pockets 56. The tool pockets 56 are formed to 
allow tools (not shown) to slide into the tool pockets 56 
and remain fastened in the tool pockets 56 until needed. 
The tool pockets 56 offer a convenient method of orga 
nizing tools (not shown) in the tool case 10 and fasten 
ing them in the tool case 10 to prevent the tools (not 
shown) from banging against each other and becoming 
unorganized during transport of the tool case 10. The 
tool case 10 maximizes the number of tools (not shown) 
that can be carried by providing tool pockets 56 on two 
surfaces: (1) the outer surface 48 of the ?rst side wall 28 
and (2) the inner surface 50 of the ?rst outside wall 42. 
The second outer pocket 14 is designed as a slim—line 

attache case to store and transport necessary ?eld ser 
vice documentation items such as paper, pens, ?oppy 
disks, manuals, etc. . . . (not shown). The second outer 
pocket 14 includes a built-in clipboard 58 on the inner 
surface 50 of the second outside wall 44 and a large 
document pocket 60, two smaller accessory pockets 62, 
and two pen pockets 64 on the outer surface 48 of the 
second side wall 30.‘ 

In addition to increasing the storage space and versa 
tility of the tool case 10, the outer pockets 12, 14 pro 
vide an extra layer of construction to protect items 
transported in the central cargo bay 16. This added 
layer of protection provides a more secure space to 
transport items. 

In preferred embodiments, the outside walls 42, 44 
are made of DUPONT CORDURA® PLUSTM on 
the outer surface 52, tri-wall sandwich on the inner 
surface 50, and foam padding in between the inner sur 
face 50 and outer surface 52. Also in preferred embodi 
ments, the side walls 28, 30 are comprised of tri-wall 
sandwich. In alternative embodiments, any suitable 
material may be used for the outside walls 42, 44 or side 
walls 28, 30. 
The ?rst and second outside walls 42, 44 include 

handles 66 appended their outer surface 52. The handles 
66 can be bound together with a handle wrap 68 as‘ 
shown in FIG. 4. The tool case 10 can also be carried by 
a shoulder strap (not shown) attached to tri-rings (not 
shown) on the outer surface 52 of the outside walls 42, 
44. 
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The triple section tool case 10 offers several advan 
tages. First, each of the central cargo bay 16 and two 
outer pockets 12, 14 includes its own zippered closures 
which allows access to each compartment 12, 14, 16 
without exposing the contents of the entire tool case 10. 
Second, the outer pockets 12, 14 maximize the amount 
of storage space available in the tool case 10 by being 
appended to the “larger” side walls 28, 30 and being the 
full width and length of the side walls 28, 30. Third, the 
?rst outer pocket 12 is designed to carry tools (not 
shown), the second outer pocket 14 is designed to carry 
?eld service documentation, and the central cargo bay 
16 is designed to carry large miscellaneous items such as 
power tools, notebook computers, circuit boards, space 
modules, or test equipment. This allows the contents of 
the tool case 10 to be carried in an organized manner. 
Fourth, the dual zipper and hook and loop flap fastener 
36 allows for easy access to the central cargo bay 16. 
Fifth, the central cargo bay flap 34 extends from the 
?rst end wall 24 along the entire length of the top side 
20 to the second end wall 26. This allows for a large 
area to be opened when accessing the central cargo bay 
16. Sixth, the outer pockets 12, 14 pivot freely with 
respect to the central cargo bay 16 which allows for 
easy access. Seventh, the outer pockets 12, 14 add an 
extra layer of construction which provides a more se 
cure space to transport items. 
Although this invention has been described in detail 

with reference to certain embodiments, variations and 
modi?cations exist within' the ‘scope and spirit of the 
invention as described and as de?ned in the following 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. A tool case comprising 
a top side, 
a bottom wall in spaced apart confronting relation to 

the top side, 
?rst and second end walls appended to the bottom 

wall and situated to lie in spaced apart confronting 
relation to one another, the ?rst end wall including 
a ?rst area and the second end wall including a 
second area, 

?rst and second reinforced side walls appended to the 
bottom wall and situated to he in spaced apart 
confronting relation to one another, 

the ?rst reinforced side wall being arranged to extend 
between the ?rst and second end walls and includ 
ing a ?rst bottom perimeter edge along the bottom 
wall, a ?rst three-sided perimeter edge along the 
?rst end wall, second end wall, and top side, and a 
third area, 

the second reinforced side wall being arranged to 
extend between the ?rst and second end walls and 
including a second bottom perimeter edge along 
the bottom wall, a second three-sided perimeter 
edge along the ?rst end wall, second end wall, and 
top wall, and a second area, 

the third and fourth areas being greater than the ?rst 
and second areas, and the top side, ?rst and second 
end walls, and ?rst and second side walls cooperat 
ing to define a central cargo bay, 

a ?rst reinforced outside compartment wall appended 
to the ?rst bottom perimeter edge of the ?rst rein 
forced side wall, 

a second reinforced outside compartment wall ap 
pended to the second bottom perimeter edge of the 
second reinforced side wall, 
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6 
the ?rst reinforced outside compartment wall and the 

?rst reinforced side wall cooperating to de?ne a 
?rst outside compartment and the second rein 
forced outside compartment wall and the second 
reinforced side wall cooperating to de?ne a second 
outside compartment, 

the ?rst reinformed outside compartment wall includ 
ing a top edge, ?rst side edge, 

the second side edge cooperating to de?ne a third 
three-sided perimeter edge and the second rein 
forced outside compartment wall including a top 
edge, ?rst side edge, and second side edge cooper 
ating to de?ne a fourth three-sided perimeter edge, 

a ?rst fastener joining the ?rst three-sided perimeter 
edge of the ?rst reinforced side wall to the third 
three-sided perimeter edge of the ?rst reinforced 
outside compartment wall, the ?rst fastener being 
movable along the ?rst three-sided perimeter edge 
to permit a user to gain access into the ?rst outside 
compartment and to provide a closure for the ?rst 
outside compartment, and 

a second fastener joining the second three-sided pe 
rimeter edge of the second reinforced side wall to 
the fourth reinforced outside compartment wall, 
the second fastener being movable along the sec 
ond three-‘sided perimeter edge to permit a user to 
gain access into the second outside compartment 
and to provide a closure for the second outside 
compartment. 

2. A tool case comprising 
a top side, 
a bottom wall in spaced apart confronting relation to 

the top side, 
?rst and second end walls appended to the bottom 

wall and situated to lie in spaced apart confronting 
relation to one another, the ?rst end wall including 
a ?rst area, and the second end wall including a 
second area, 

‘ ?rst and second reinforced side walls appended to the 
bottom wall and situated to lie in spaced apart 
confronting relation to one another, 

the ?rst reinforced side wall being arranged to extend 
between the ?rst and second end walls and includ 
ing a ?rst bottom perimeter edge along the bottom 
wall, a ?rst three-sided perimeter edge along the 
?rst end wall, second end wall, and top side, and a 
third area, 

the second reinforced side wall being arranged to 
extend between the ?rst and second end walls and 
including a second bottom perimeter edge along 
the bottom wall, a second three-sided perimeter 
edge along the ?rst end wall, second end wall, and 
top wall, and a second area, the third and fourth 
areas being greater than the ?rst and second areas, 
and the top side, ?rst and second end walls, and 
?rst and second side walls cooperating to de?ne a 
central cargo bay, 

a reinforced outside compartment wall appended to 
the ?rst bottom perimeter edge of the ?rst rein 
forced side wall, 

the reinforced outside compartment wall and the ?rst 
reinforced side wall cooperating to de?ne an out 
side compartment, 

the reinforced outside compartment wall including a 
top edge, ?rst side edge, and second side edge 
cooperating to de?ne a third three-sided perimeter 
edge, and 
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a fastener joining the ?rst three-sided perimeter edge 
of the ?rst reinforced side wall to the third three 
sided perimeter edge of the reinforced outside 
compartment wall, the fastener being movable 
along the ?rst three-sided perimeter edge to permit 
a user to gain access into the outside compartment 
and to provide a closure for the outside compart 
ment. 

3. The tool case of claim 2, further comprising: 
an outside compartment ?rst end wall substantially 

co-planar with the ?rst end wall of the central 
cargo bay, 

an outside compartment second end wall substan~ 
tially co-planar with the second end wall of the 
central cargo bay, and 

an outside compartment top wall substantially co-pla 
nar with the top side of the central cargo bay. 

4. The tool case of claim 3, wherein the fastener ex 
tends through the outside compartment ?rst end wall, 
outside compartment second end wall, and outside com 
partment top wall. - 

5. The tool case of claim 3, wherein the outside com 
partment ?rst end wall, outside compartment second 
end wall, and outside compartment top wall extend 
between the ?rst three-sided perimeter edge of the ?rst 
reinforced side wall and the third three-sided perimeter 
edge of the ?rst reinforced outside compartment wall. 

6. The tool case of claim 1, wherein the ?rst and 
second fasteners are situated between the ?rst and sec 
ond reinforced outside compartment walls and the cen 
tral cargo bay 

7. The tool case of claim 1, further including a flap to 
cover the top side and a central cargo bay fastener that 
is movable to situate the flap between an open position 
and a closed position. 

8. The tool case of claim 7, wherein the central cargo 
bay fastener includes spaced-apart zippers extending 
parallel to each other along the sides of the ?ap and a 
hook and loop attachment positioned at an end of the 
?ap and arranged to connect the end of the flap to the 
tool case. 

9. The tool case of claim 8, wherein the ?ap in its 
closed position extends from a position on the ?rst end 
wall between the top side and bottom wall up the ?rst 
end wall toward the top side then along the top side to 
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8 
the second wall and down the second end wall to a 
position between the top side and bottom wall. 

10. The tool case of claim 1, wherein the ?rst and 
second reinforced side walls include an inner surface 
facing into the central cargo bay and an outer surface 
facing into one of the ?rst and second outside compart 
ments. 

11. The tool case of claim 10 wherein the ?rst and 
second reinforced outside compartment walls pivot 
with respect to the ?rst and second reinforced side 
walls. 

12. The tool case of claim 10, wherein at least one of 
the ?rst and second reinforced outside compartment 
walls and corresponding reinforced side wall include 
tool pockets formed to hold tools. 

13. The tool case of claim 10, further including han 
dles situated on the ?rst and second reinforced outside 
compartment walls. 

14. The tool case of claim 1, wherein the tool case is 
soft-sided. ' 

15. The tool case of claim 2, wherein the location and 
attachment of the bottom, ?rst and second end wall, 
?rst and second side walls provides means for stabiliz 
ing the tool case when the outside compartment is in an 
open position. 

16. The tool case of claim 15, further comprising an 
outside compartment bottom wall substantially co 
planer with the bottom wall of the central cargo bay, 
the bottom wall of the central cargo bay de?nes a ?rst 
?fth area and the outside compartment bottom wall 
de?nes a sixth area, and 

wherein the ?fth area is substantially larger than the 
sixth area. . 

17. The tool case of claim 2, wherein the reinforced 
outside compartment wall includes an extra layer of 
construction for protecting the contents of the central 
cargo bay. 

18. The tool case of claim 2, further comprising a ?ap 
extending from the ?rst end wall along the top side to 
the second end wall, the ?ap includes means for fasten 
ing so that the ?ap can be positioned in one of an open 
and closed position. 

19. The tool case of claim 18, wherein means the for 
fastening includes spaced-apart zippers extending paral 
lel to each other along the sides of the flap and a hook 
and loop fastener positioned at an end of the ?ap and 
arranged to fasten the ?ap to the tool case. 

* * * * * 


