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[57] ABSTRACT 
A solid deodorant stick product comprises from about 
sixty-?ve percent to about eighty-?ve percent of an 
aliphatic polyhydric alcohol, from about three percent 
to about twelve percent of a gel forming agent; and 
from about 0.05 to about 0.2 percent usnic acid; the 
composition having a chromatogram made by high 
pressure liquid chromatography with an usnic acid peak 
and a degradation constituent peak, the area of the usnic 
acid peak being at least ten times the area of the degra 
dation constituent peak (FIG. 2). 

10 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet 
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USNIC ACID DEODORANT STICK 

This application is a continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 5 
07/824,987 ?led Jan. 24, 1992, now abandoned. This 
case has priority under 35 USC 371 based on 
PCT/US92/ 11297 ?led Jan. 24, 1992. 
This invention relates to cosmetic products, and more 

particularly to solid deodorant products and to pro 
cesses for forming such deodorant products. 

It is known that bacterial decomposition of apocrine 
sweat produces an unpleasant odor that develops in the 
axillae. A large number of products for reducing such 
odors are on the market. Many such deodorant prod 
ucts have been based on the use of germicides such as 
hexachlorophene and various quaternary ammonium 
compounds. The deodorizing action of usnic acid has 
also been recognized. Usnic acid is an organic com 
pound that conforms to the formula: 2,6-diacetyl-7,9 
dihydroxy-8,9b-dimethyl- l, 3(2H,9bH)-dibenzofurand 
ione and is extracted from alpine lichen (usnea barbara). 
Usnic acid has a high level of antimicrobial activity 
against odor producing bacteria. When formulated into 
compositions of the deodorant stick type, however, 
such sticks tend to undergo an extreme color change 
(from a translucent light color to a dark brown color). 
Such color change is commercially undesirable due to 
adverse consumer reaction. A deodorant stick prefera 
bly is of light translucent color such as amber or pale 
blue/ green and retains that color characteristic 
throughout its useful life including shelf storage and 
consumer use. 

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, there 
is provided a solid deodorant stick product that com 
prises from about sixty-?ve percent to about eighty-?ve 
percent of an aliphatic polyhydric alcohol, from about 
three percent to about twelve percent of a gel forming 
agent; and from about 0.05 to about 0.2 percent usnic 
acid; the composition is characterized in that a chro 
matogram thereof made by high pressure liquid chro 
matography equipped with an ultraviolet detector mea 
suring absorbance at a wavelength of 282 nanometers 
has an usnic acid peak and a degradation constituent 
peak, the area of the usnic acid peak being at least ten 
times the area of the degradation constituent peak. In 
particular embodiments, the column is a reverse phase 
C18 column packed with irregularly-shaped silica hav 
ing a surface area of at least 100 square meters per gram 
and bonded with C18 carbon with a ?ow rate of two 
milliliters per minute and a pressure of approximately 
8.3 megapascals (1,200 psig), the degradation constitu 
ent is produced at a retention time of approximately '1.9 
minutes while the usnic acid peak is produced at a reten 
tion time of approximately 3.3 minutes. 
An essential ingredient of the compositions hereof is 

usnic acid-a natural antimicrobial derived from li 
chens. Usnic acid (2,6-diacetyl-7,9-dihydroxy-8,9b 
dimethyl-l,3(2H,9bH)-dibenzofurandione) has the fol 
lowing structure: 
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Solutions of usnic acid in solvents such as propylene 
glycol tend to undergo extreme color change from pale 
yellow to reddish-brown. The usnic acid solution ap 
parently has a degradation constituent which may in 
crease in magnitude but if this degradation constituent is 
kept small, the resulting cosmetic product has commer 
cially-acceptable color stability—that is, it does not 
darken unacceptably over its useful life, both in terms of 
shelf and in terms of consumer use life. Compositions in 
accordance with the invention thus are made by em 
ploying an usnic acid solution in which the degradation 
constituent in terms of chromatographic peak area is 
less than one tenth the usnic acid peak area-By minimiz 
ing the amount of the degradation constituent of the 
composition, enhanced color stability is achieved. 
Another essential component of the present deodor 

ant gel stick compositions is a polyhydric aliphatic alco 
hol containing 2 to 6 carbon atoms, preferably 2 or 3, 
and from 2 to 6 hydroxyl groups, preferably 2 to 3. The 
polyhydric aliphatic alcohol component of the stick 
comprises from about 65 to 85 percent, preferably from 
about 70 to 80 percent .by weight of the composition. 
Suitable polyhydric alcohols for use in the gel composi 
tions hereof include ethylene glycol, propylene glycol, 
trimethylene glycol, glycerine and mixtures thereof. 
The most preferred polyol is propylene glycol. The 
composition may also include ?ve to twenty-?ve per 
cent water (preferably ten to twenty percent) primarily 
for aesthetic purposes such as glide or feel. 
A third essential component of the deodorant stick 

compositions hereof is a gel-forming agent which is 
added to the polyhydric aliphatic alcohol. The gel 
forming agents used herein are preferably the sodium, 
potassium and aluminum salts (i.e., soaps) of fatty acids 
containing from about 14 to 22 carbon atoms. The gel 
forming agents generally comprise from about three 
percent to about twelve percent by weight, preferably 
from about three percent to about eight percent by 
weight of the composition. If lower gel-forming agent 
concentrations are employed, the gels formed tend to be 
dimensionally unstable and tend to deform at summer 
time temperatures. If higher gel-forming agent concen 
trations are utilized, the gels formed tend to be too hard 
and do not exhibit desirable gliding application charac 
teristics. The fatty acid portion of the soap gel forming 
agents preferably are essentially pure saturated or unsat 
urated higher fatty acids having a C14 to C22 backbone. 
Suitable mixtures of such acids can be employed. Exam 
ples of fatty acids useful herein include myristic, palmi 
tic, stearic, oleic, linoleic, behenic, and margaric acids 
and mixtures of such acids. Naturally occurring sources 
of such fatty acids include coconut oil, beef tallow, 
lanolin, ?sh oil, beeswax, palm oil, peanut oil, olive oil, 
soybean oil, corn oil, rape seed oil, and rosin acids. 
Preferred fatty acid gel-forming agents includes sodium 
stearate, sodium palmitate, potassium stearate, potas 
sium palmitate, and sodium myristate, the most pre 
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ferred gel-forming agent being sodium stearate. Unless 
otherwise indicated, all percentages herein are by 
weight. 
The composition can include a variety of optional 

ingredients suitable for improving composition efficacy, 
stability, and/or aesthetics. Such optional components 
include perfumes, dyes, pigments, coloring agents and 
the like. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, 
there is provided a process of producing a solid deodor 
ant stick product that comprises the steps of providing 
an aliphatic polyhydric alcohol, heating the aliphatic 
polyhydric alcohol to a temperature of about 75° C., 
adding a gel-forming agent, stirring the resulting mix 
ture until the gel~forming agent dissolves; cooling the 
mixture; adding an usnic acid solution at a temperature 
of about 70° C., and pouring said resulting mixture into 
a suitable container, the resulting solid product having 
excellent deodorant effectiveness and color stability and 
having from about sixty-?ve to about eighty-five per 
cent of the aliphatic polyhydric alcohol, from about 
three percent to about twelve percent of the gel-form 
ing agent; and from about 0.05 to about 0.2 percent of 
usnic acid; and both the usnic acid solution and the 
resulting stick product having chromatograms made by 
high pressure liquid chromatography equipped with an 
ultraviolet detector measuring absorbance at a wave 
length of 282 nanometers with an usnic acid peak and a 
degradation constituent peak, the area of each usnic 
acid peak being at least ten times the area of the corre 
sponding degradation constituent peak. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, 
there is provided a method of making multiple commer 
cial batches of a solid deodorant stick product compris 
ing about 0.05 to about 0.5% usnic acid in a solid de 
odorant stick base, the solid deodorant stick product 
having consistently good color quality and color stabil 
ity from batch to batch. The method comprises the steps 
of mixing a solution of usnic acid with the lique?ed 
components of the deodorant stick base at a tempera 
ture of 70° C. or less, pouring the resulting mixture into 
suitable containers and cooling to form solid deodorant 
stick products, the usnic acid solution having a Gardner 
color of 13 or less and producing an HPLC chromato 
gram which contains an usnic acid peak and a degrada 
tion constituent peak, the area of the usnic acid peak 
being at least ten times the area of the degradation con 
stituent peak. By commercial batch is meant a quantity 
greater than ?fty gallons, preferably on the order of 
500-2000 gallons. By consistently good color quality 
and color stability is meant a product which has a trans 
lucent (to almost clear) amber color (in the absence of 
other dyes) when manufactured and which primarily 
retains that color, and does not turn muddy brown, 
when stored at room temperature for one year, prefera 
bly one and a half years. 

Preferably, the usnic acid solution has a Gardner 
color of 10 or less and produces an HPLC chromato 
gram in which the area of the usnic acid peak is at least 
twenty times the area of the degradation constituent 
peak; the solid deodorant stick base comprises about 65 
to 85% of an aliphatic polyhydric alcohol, about 3 to 
12% of a gel-forming agent, and 5 to 25% water. 
In preferred embodiments, the chromatogram is 

made with a reverse phase C18 column 25 centimeters 
long by 4.6 millimeter inner diameter packed with irreg 
ularly shaped silica (ten micron particle size) with a 
surface area of about 450 square meters per gram 
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4 
bonded with C18 carbon and a pore diameter of 60 
angstroms (Alltech Catalog #60148 or equivalent). The 
mobile phase is 85 percent aqueous acetonitrile with 0.1 
percent phosphoric acid. Elution is at a ?ow rate of two 
milliliters per minute and a pressure of approximately 
8.3 megapascals (1200 psig). A diluted sample volume of 
twenty microliters is injected into the column and the 
chromatogram is obtained, the degradation peak being 
produced at least about one minute prior to the usnic 
acid peak. Naturally, of course, other HPLC techniques 
which use different column materials, eluents and flow 
rates will likely place the degradation constituent peak 
and the usnic acid peak in slightly different locations in 
the chromatogram, but the area ratio can nonetheless be 
measured so long ‘as the peaks are adequately resolved. 
Thus, the reference herein to a chromato gram similar to 
FIG. 1 does not mean identical to FIG. 1, but simply 
means a chromatogram which resolves the degradation 
constituent peak and the usnic acid peak in a manner 
like that shown in FIG. 1. 

In a particular embodiment, the polyhydric aliphatic 
alcohol is propylene glycol and comprises from about 
seventy to about eighty percent of the product; the 
gel-forming agent is sodium stearate and comprises 
from about three to about eight percent by weight of 
the product; and the product contains ten to twenty 
percent water. 

Other features and advantages of the invention will 
be seen as the following description of particular em 
bodiments progresses, in conjunction with the draw~ 
ings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a chromatogram of an usnic acid solution 

with a degradation peak at 1.88 minutes and an usnic 
acid peak at 3.21 minutes; 
FIG. 2 is a chromatogram of a cosmetic stick compo 

sition in accordance with the invention which shows 
the presence of the degradation constituent; 
FIG. 3 is a chromatogram of a second cosmetic stick 

composition in accordance with the invention; and 
FIG. 4 is a chromatogram of another cosmetic stick 

composition in accordance with the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF PARTICULAR 
EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 is a chromatogram of an usnic acid solution 
(DEO-USNATE-—CTFA—propylene glycol (and) 
lichen extract) that has a Gardner color of about 7. That 
solution is commercially available from Cosmetochem 
AG, Cham, Switzerland and has two parts usnic acid, 
one part of a solubilizing amine component and thirty 
seven parts propylene glycol. 
The solution was subjected to high pressure liquid 

chromatography using an ultraviolet detector measur 
ing absorbance at a wavelength of 282 nanometers. A 
reverse phase C18 column 25 centimeters long by 4.6 
millimeter inner diameter was packed with irregularly 
shaped silica (ten micron particle size) with a surface 
area of about 450 square meters per gram bonded with 
C18 carbon and a pore diameter of 60 angstroms (All 
tech Catalog #60l48 or equivalent). The mobile phase 
was 85 percent aqueous acetonitrile with 0.1 percent 
phosphoric acid. Elution was at a ?ow rate of two milli 
liters per minute and a pressure of approximately 8.3 
megapascals (1200 psig). A diluted sample volume of 
twenty microliters (0.065% sample, approximately 
0.0025-0.0030 wt. % usnic acid) was injected into the 
column and the chromatogram of FIG. 1 was obtained. 
That chromatogram has a void peak 10 at 1.22 minutes, 
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a degradation peak 12 at 1.88 minutes and an usnic acid 
peak 14 at 3.21 minutes. The ratio of the areas under 
peaks 12, 14 was 0.028. 
A stick composition had the following components: 

Constituents Percent by Weight 

Propylene glycol 78.40 
Deionized water 15.00 
Sodium strearate 6.50 
Usnic Acid (from DEO-USNATE) 0.10 

100.0 

The starting color of the propylene glycol/lichen 
extract solution was 13 on the Gardner color scale; and 
the formulation did not include fragrance or dye to 
avoid chromatographic interferences that may be cre 
ated by those constituents. 
The product was made by mixing propylene glycol 

and water and heating to 75° C. The sodium stearate 
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20 
was added at about 75° C., and the mixture was held - 
with gentle stirring until the sodium stearate dissolved. 
The mixture then was cooled slowly with the lichen 
extract solution being added at about 70° C.; and the 
mixture then poured into a suitable container. The re 
sulting stick product was of light amber color and had 
excellent deodorant effectiveness and color stability. 

0.6 gram of the resulting stick product was dissolved 
in methanol with heating on a steam bath. The resulting 
liquid was diluted to 25 milliliters total volume with 
acetonitrile and the solution was ?ltered through a 0.45 
micron Gelman Acrodisc CR ?lter. 
The resulting ?ltered solution (2.4% product, ap 

, proximately 00025-00030 wt. % usnic acid) was then 
subjected to high pressure liquid chromatography using 
an ultraviolet detector measuring absorbance at a wave 
length of 282 nanometers as previously described and 
the chromatogram of FIG. 2 was obtained. That chro 
matogram has a void peak 16 at 1.13 minutes, a degrada 
tion peak 18 at 1.83 minutes and an usnic acid peak 20 at 
3.24 minutes. The ratio of the areas of peaks 18, 20 was 
0.078. 
Another deodorant stick composition had the follow 

ing constituents: 

Constituents Percent by Weight 

Propylene glycol 77.30 
Deionized water 14.99945 
Sodium stearate 6.50 
Usnic Acid (from DEO-USNATE) 0.10 
Perfume 1.10 
Blue #1 dye 0.00055 

100.00 

The starting color of the propylene glycol/lichen 
extract solution was about 12 on the Gardner color 
scale. 
The product was made by mixing propylene glycol, 

dye and water and heating to 75° C. The sodium stea 
rate was added at about 75° C., and the mixture was 
held with gentle stirring until the sodium stearate dis 
solved. The mixture then was cooled slowly with the 
lichen extract solution being added at about 70° C.; 
fragrance then being added as the mixture continues to 
cool; and the mixture then poured into a suitable con 
tainer. The resulting stick product was of light blue/ 
green color and had excellent deodorant effectiveness 
and color stability. 
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0.6 gram of the resulting stick product was dissolved 

in methanol with heating on a steam bath. The resulting 
liquid was diluted to 25 milliliters total volume with 
acetonitrile and the solution was ?ltered through a 0.45 
micron Gelman Acrodisc CR ?lter. 
The resulting ?ltered solution was then subjected to 

high pressure liquid chromatography using an ultravio 
let detector measuring absorbance as previously de 
scribed and the chromatogram of FIG. 3 was obtained. 
That chromatogram has a void peak 22 at 1.17 minutes, 
a series of peaks 24, 26, 28 at 1.46, 1.68 and 2.16 minutes, 
respectively and an usnic acid peak 30 at 3.27 minutes. 
The peaks 24, 26, 28 obscure the degradation peak and 
are believed due to the fragrance and/ or dye constitu 
ents. A chromatogram of the deodorant stick product of 
this example without the fragrance and dye constituents 
shows the degradation constituent peak and has a peak 
area ratio of less than 0.1. 
Another deodorant stick composition had the follow 

ing constituents: 

Constituents Percent by Weight 

Propylene glycol 77.55 
Deionized water 14.99945 
Sodium stearate 6.50 
Usnic Acid (from DEO-USNATE) 0.10 
Perfume 0.85 
Blue #1 dye 0.00055 

100.00 

The starting color of the DEO-USNATE propylene 
glycol/lichen extract solution was about 4 on the Gard 
ner color scale. The DEO-USNATE solution was man 
ufactured by Cosmetochem AG and was stored in 
opaque polyethylene containers and maintained at a 
temperature in the range between —8° F. and 45° F. 
until used. A one thousand gallon batch of the above 
composition was made by mixing propylene glycol, dye 
and water and heating to 75° C. The sodium stearate 
was added at about 75° C., and the mixture was held 
with gentle stirring until the sodium stearate dissolved. 
The mixture then was cooled slowly with the lichen 
extract solution and fragrance being added at about 70° 
C.; and the mixture then poured into approximately 
forty thousand (of ninety grams capacity each) contain 
ers. The resulting stick product was of light blue/ green 
color and had deodorant effectiveness and color stabil 
ity. 

0.6 gram of the resulting stick product was dissolved 
in methanol with heating on a steam bath. The resulting 
liquid was diluted to 25 milliliters total volume with 
acetonitrile and the solution was ?ltered through a 0.45 
micron Gelman Acrodisc CR ?lter. The resulting ?l 
tered solution was then subjected to high pressure liquid 
chromatography as previously described, and the chro 
matogram of FIG. 4 was obtained. That chromatogram 
has a void peak 32 at 1.19 minutes, a series of peaks 34, 
36 at 1.50, 1.60, 1.73, 2.19 and 2.39 minutes, respectively 
and an usnic acid peak 40 at 3.41 minutes. The peaks 34, 
36 obscure the degradation peak and are believed due to 
the fragrance and/ or dye constituents. A chromato 
gram of the deodorant stick product of this example 
without the fragrance and dye constituents would show 
the degradation constituent peak and have a peak area 
ratio of less than 0.1. 
While particular embodiments of the invention has 

been shown and described, various modi?cations will 
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be apparent to those skilled in the art, and therefore, it 
is not intended that the invention be limited to the dis 
closed embodiments, or to details thereof, and depar 
tures may be made therefrom within the spirit and scope 
of the invention. 
We claim: 
1. In a method for making multiple commercial 

batches of a solid usnic acid deodorant stick product 
comprising about 0.05 to about 0.5% usnic acid in a 
solid deodorant stick base, which method comprises 
mixing a solution of usnic acid with the lique?ed com 
ponents of said deodorant stick base, pouring the result 
ing mixture into suitable containers and cooling to form 
solid deodorant stick products, wherein the improve 
ment comprises conducting said mixing at a tempera 
ture of 70° C. or less and utilizing an usnic acid solution 
which has a Gardner color of 13 or less and produces an 
HPLC chromatogram which contains an usnic acid 
peak and a degradation constituent peak, the area of said 
usnic acid peak being at least ten times the area of said 
degradation constituent peak, whereby said solid de 
odorant stick product has consistently good color qual 
ity and color stability from batch to batch. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the usnic acid 
solution has a Gardner color of 10 or less and produces 
an HPLC chromatogram in which the area of the usnic 
acid peak is at least twenty times the area of the degra 
dation constituent peak. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the solid deodor 
ant stick base comprises about 65 to 85% of an aliphatic 
polyhydric alcohol, about 3 to 12% of a gel-forming 
agent, and 5 to 25% water. 
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4. The method of claim 3, wherein the aliphatic poly 

hydric alcohol is selected from ethylene glycol, propy 
lene glycol, trimethylene glycol, glycerins, and mix 
tures thereof and the gel-forming agent is selected from 
sodium, potassium and aluminum salts of fatty acids 
containing from about 14 to 22 carbon atoms. 

5. The method of claim 4, where the solid deodorant 
stick base comprises about 10 to 20% water. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the aliphatic poly 
hydric alcohol is propylene glycol and the gel-forming 
agent is sodium stearate. 

7. The method of claim 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6, wherein the 
HPLC chromatogram is similar to that shown in FIG. 
1. 

8. The method of claim 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6, wherein the 
HPLC chromatogram is obtained by passing a twenty 
microliter sample of usnic acid solution in acetonitrile 
through a reverse phase C18 column, 25 centimeter 
long by 4.6 millimeters inner diameter packed with 
irregularly shaped silica, bonded with C18 carbon, of 
about ten micron particle size with a surface area of 
about 450 square meters per gram and a pore diameter 
of about six nanometers, using as eluent 85% aqueous 
acetonitrile with 0.1% phosphoric acid at a ?ow rate of 
two milliliters per minute and a pressure of about 8.3 
megapascals, and using an ultraviolet detector measur 
ing absorbance at a wavelength of 282 nanometer. 

9. A solid deodorant stick product made in accor 
dance wit claim 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6. 

10. A solid deodorant stick product made in accor 
dance with claim 7. 

* * * 1i * 


