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BABY MILK WARMER 

The present invention generally relates to prepara 
tion of baby formulation and is more speci?cally di 
rected to a device for preparing baby formulation at a 
temperature suitable for feeding “on demand”. 
A feeding schedule for a baby typically includes feed 

ing intervals between a minimum of about three hours 
and a maximum of about four hours. The majority of 
babies generally adapt to this schedule within a few 
weeks. 

Naturally, the schedule intervals may be shifted to 
those most convenient for the parents. However, no 
matter what the schedule, night-time feeding is man 
dated by the baby’s needs. 
Most parents ?nd it most convenient to prepare 

enough formula for a full day’s feeding simply because 
it is easier at late night or early morning hours to simply 
heat a prepared bottle to avoid the late night/early 
morning steps of boiling the bottles for sterilization and 
thereafter ?lling the bottles with formula. 
However, even with a prepared formula, it can be 

very frustrating listening to a baby cry while waiting for 
the bottle to warm. Furthermore, the baby’s room or 
crib is typically not conveniently located to the kitchen 
refrigerator and stove/microwave where the bottle is 
prepared for feeding. 
The present invention provides a convenient baby 

milk warmer, which enables the preparation of formula 
at the baby’s bedside. Thus, a parent responding to the 
baby’s crying request for food can conveniently com 
fort and soothe the baby while simultaneously prepar 
ing the baby formula for use. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, a baby milk 
warmer generally includes a housing for supporting a 
bottle of water and a heater which provides means for 
heating selected amounts of water. The heater includes 
inlet means for receiving water and outlet means for 
dispensing of heated water. 
A ?exible tube, provided and interconnected be 

tween the bottle and the end of the means and a meter 
ing valve, provides a means for allowing one of the 
selected amounts of water to enter the heating means. 
A sensor disposed in the ?exible tube provides a 

means for sensing the temperature of the water up 
stream from the metering valve and a manual switch is 
provided for designating one of the selected amounts of 
water to be dispensed. 

Finally, a control system provides a means which is 
responsive to the sensor and the manual means for run 
ning the heating means for a suf?cient time to warm one 
of the selected amounts of water to a selected tempera 
ture. 
More particularly, the selected amounts of water may 

be 4 ounces, 6 ounces and 8 ounces, and the heater 
means is sized for heating the selected amounts of water 
to 98° in 15 seconds, 22% seconds and 30 seconds, re 
spectively. Thus, the present invention provides for the 
preparation of baby formula in a matter of seconds as 
opposed to prior art devices requiring several minutes 
for preparation. 

In combination with the hereinabove apparatus, the 
present invention further comprises a plurality of col 
lapsible liners containing 4, 6 and 8 ounce quantities of 
baby milk powder and at least one plastic cylinder. The 
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2 
plastic cylinder is utilized to support one of the collaps 
ible liners and includes a top and a nipple for enabling 
convenient use of the prepared formulation. 
The manual means for selecting the amount of water 

may be an electrical switch and the heater may com 
prise a chamber with heating coils therein disposed for 
submersion in one of the selected amounts of water or a 
section of heated tube for enabling one of the selected 
amounts of water to ?ow therethrough. 

Preferably, the body comprises a neck portion and 
the ?exible tube comprises a coupling means for con 
nection with the neck portion and the tube is of suf? 
cient length to enable the coupling to be connected to 
the neck portion while the bottle is in an upright posi 
tion, in order to enable the bottle to be inverted and 
disposed in the housing without spillage water. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The advantages and features of the present invention 
will be better understood by the following description, 
when considered in conjunction with the accompany 
ing drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a diagram of the present invention, gener 

ally showing a housing for supporting a bottle, a heater 
and one of a plurality of liners with a selected amount of 
baby milk powder therein, along with a cap and nipple 
for the plastic cylinder supporting a liner; and 
FIG. 2 is an alternative embodiment of the present 

invention showing a heater having a continuous coil for 
heating of water ?owing therethrough. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Turning now to FIG. 1, there is shown a baby milk 
warmer 10, in accordance with the present invention, 
which generally includes a housing 12 for supporting a 
water bottle 14 in an inverted position. The water bottle 
may be of plastic and be of any convenient design, with 
a capacity of preferably about 32 ounces, and having a 
neck portion 16 with engageable threads 18 thereon. 
A heater 22 provides means for heating selected 

amounts of water dispensed from the bottle 14 through 
a metering valve 24. 
As shown in FIG. 1, the heater 22 may include a 

chamber 30 with an inlet 32 and discharge valve outlet 
34 for receiving water and dispensing heated water, 
respectively. 
While not part of the present invention and not 

shown in the accompanying drawings, the housing 12 
may be supported in a position for enabling one of a 
plurality of liners 40, 43, see also FIG. 2, disposed 
within a plastic cylinder 42 beneath the discharge valve 
outlet 34. 

In combination with the hereinabove described appa 
ratus, there is also provided a cap 44, sized for engaging 
threads 46 on the cylinder 42 and a nipple 48 for dis 
pensing of heated milk formulation. 
The supplied liners 40, 43 may include different se 

lected amounts of baby milk powder 50, 52, such as, for 
example, suf?cient to make 4 ounce, 6 ounce and 8 
ounce quantities of baby formula, with heated water 
dispensed from the discharge valve outlet 34. A ?exible 
tube 60 is provided and interconnected between the 
metering valve 24 and the neck 16 of the bottle 14, by 
coupling 62, sized for engaging the threads 18. 

Importantly, the ?exible tube 60 is of suf?cient length 
to enable the bottle 14 to be coupled with the tube 60 
via the coupling 62, while in an upright position, not 
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shown, and thereafter inverted into the housing 12 as 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. 
A sensor 70 is disposed in the ?exible tube 60 at a 

position upstream from the metering valve 24 for sens 
ing the temperature of water entering the metering 
valve 24 and for providing a corresponding electrical 
signal which is received as a control system 80 via an 
electrical connection 82. The control system 80 may 
include any conventional microchip processor and ap 
propriate input and output circuits, not shown. 
A switch 84 provides a manual means for designating 

one of the selected amounts of water and the control 
system 80 is responsive to the electrical signal from the 
sensor 82 and the switch 84 for running the heater 22, 
which includes coils 88, for suf?cient time to warm one 
of the selected amounts of water to a selected tempera 
ture, preferably about 98 degrees. 
As shown in FIG. 1, the heater includes the chamber 

30, with the coils 88 therein, which are disposed within 
the chamber 30 submersion into the selected amount of 
water. The control means 80, regulates the metering 
valve 24 by way of an electrical connection 90. 

Alternatively, the metering valve 24 may be mechani 
cally driven, by a spring or the like, for dispensing the 
preselected amount of water and a corresponding signal 
is sent through the electrical line 90 to the control sys 
tem for running of the heating coils 88 through a con 
trol line as indicated by the dashed line 100. 

Subsequent the heating of the selected amount of 
water in the chamber 30 by the coils 88, the discharge 
valve outlet 34 may be controlled via the control means 
and line 102 to dispense the heated water into the liner 
40. 
An alternative embodiment 110 in accordance with 

the present invention is shown in FIG. 2, with corre 
sponding elements being given common character ref 
erences. 

In this embodiment 110, the metering valve 24 dis 
penses one of the selected amounts of water into a sec 
tion of heated tube 112 for heating of water ?owing 
therethrough to an discharge valve outlet 114. In this 
instance, sections 120, 122, 124 of the heated tube 112 
may be separately controlled by lines 130, 132, 134 
connected to the control system 80 for enabling the 
selected amount of water to be properly heated to the 
preferred temperature of 98° F. as the water exits the 
discharge valve outlet 114 into the liner 42 with the 
baby milk powder therein. 
Although there has been hereinabove described a 

baby milk warmer in accordance with the present in 
vention, the purpose of illustrating the manner in which 
the invention may be used to advantage, it should be 
appreciated that the invention is not limited thereto. 

Accordingly, any and all modi?cations, variations, or 
equivalent arrangements which may occur to those 
skilled in the art, should be considered to be within the 
scope of the present invention as de?ned in the ap 
pended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A baby milk warmer comprising: 
housing means for supporting a bottle of water; 
heating means within said housing means for heating 

selected amounts of water, said heater means hav 
ing inlet means for receiving water and outlet 
means for dispensing heated water; 

?exible tube means connected to said inlet means for 
interconnecting the bottle to the inlet means; 
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4 
metering valve means, disposed between said ?exible 

tube means and said heating means for allowing 
one of the selected amounts of water to enter the 
heating means; 

sensor means, disposed in said ?exible means up 
stream from said metering valve means, for sensing 
the temperature of water entering the metering 
valve means; 

manual means for designating one of the selected 
amounts of water; and I 

control means, responsive to said sensor means and 
said manual means, for running the heating means 
for a suf?cient time to warm one of the selected 
amounts of water to a selected temperature. 

2. The baby bottle warmer according to claim 1 
wherein the selected amounts of water are 4 ounces, 6 
ounces and 8 ounces and the heating means is sized for 
heating the selected amount of water to 98° F. in 15 
seconds, 22% seconds and 30 seconds, respectively. 

3. The baby bottle warmer according to claim 2 fur 
ther comprising a plurality of collapsible liners contain 
ing 4, 6 and 8 ounce quantities of baby milk powder and 
at least one plastic cylinder, with a top and nipple, for 
supporting one of the collapsible liners and receiving a 
corresponding one of the selected amounts of water. 

4. The baby bottle warmer according to claim 3 
wherein the manual means comprises an electrical 
switch. 

5. The baby bottle warmer according to claim 4 
wherein the heating means comprises a chamber with 
heating coils therein disposed for submersion in one of 
the selected amounts of water. 

6. The baby bottle warmer according to claim 4 
wherein the heating means comprises a section of 
heated tube for enabling one of the selected amounts of 
water to ?ow therethrough. 

7. The baby bottle warmer according to claim 5 
wherein said bottle comprises a neck portion and said 
?exible tube means comprises coupling means for con 
nection with said neck portion and a tube of sufficient 
length to enable the coupling means to be connected to 
the neck portion while the bottle is in an upright posi 
tion in order to enable the bottle to be inverted and 
disposed in the housing means without spillage of wa 
ter. 

8. The baby bottle warmer according to claim 6 
wherein said bottle comprises a neck portion and said 
?exible tube means comprises coupling means for con 
nection with said neck portion and a tube of suf?cient 
length to enable the coupling means to be connected to 
the neck portion while the bottle is in an upright posi 
tion in order to enable the bottle to be mounted and 
disposed in the housing means without spillage of wa 
ter. 

9. A baby milk warmer comprising: 
housing means for supporting a water bottle; 
heating means within said housing means for heating 

selected amounts of water, said heater means hav 
ing inlet means for receiving water and outlet 
means for dispensing heated water; 

metering valve means connected to said inlet means 
for introducing one of the selected amounts of 
water into the heating means; 

sensor means upstream of said metering valve means 
for sensing the temperature of water entering the 
metering valve means; and 

control means, responsive to said sensor means, for 
running the heating means for a suf?cient time to 



5,397,031 
5 6 

Warm one of the selected amounts of water to a of the liners and receiving a corresponding one of the 
selected temperatum selected amounts of water. _ ‘ 

10. The baby bottle warmer according to claim 9 11' The baby. bot?e.warmer accordmg. to 01mm 10 
_ _ _ _ . further comprising ?exible tube means for interconnect 

further comprising a plurallty of liner containers 4, 6, 5 ing the water bottle to the inlet means and wherein said 
and 8 Ounce quantities of baby milk POWder and at least sensor means is disposed in the ?exible tube means. 
one cylinder, with a top and nipple, for supporting one * * * * * 
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