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PARALLEL ENCODING APPARATUS AND 
METHOD IMPLEMENTING CY CLIC 

REDUNDANCY CHECK AND REED-SOLOMON 
CODES 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates generally to error control, and 
more particularly, to parallel encoding method imple 
menting Cyclic Redundancy Check (CRC) and Reed 
Solomon (RS) codes to detect and correct errors that 
occur during data storage. 

BACKGROUND ART 

Since a storage medium is subject to various types of 
noise, distortion and interference, various errors can 
occur at the output of the storage medium. The massive 
amount of digital data stored in an optical disk storage 
increases the probability of the errors. To correct the 
errors, error control coding is used to transform an 
original information sequence into code words, which 
contain original data bytes and redundant bytes ap 
pended to the end. The redundant bytes of the code 
words written on the storage medium are used to re 
cover the original data information which has been 
corrupted. 

In optical disk applications, the code words are 
formed based on an International Standard Organiza 
tion (ISO) Standard that requires Cyclic Redundancy 
Check (CRC) encoding and incorporates a Reed-Solo 
mon (RS) code over some Galois ?elds. 
The Galois ?eld is a ?nite ?eld, the elements of which 

may be represented as polynomials with a particular 
primitive element as variables. The RS code represents 
a block sequence of symbols over a Galois ?eld GF(2'") 
of 2'" binary symbols, where m is the number of bits per 
symbol. Constructing the Galois ?eld GF(2'") requires a 
generator polynomial p(x) of degree :11 and a primitive 
element B, which is a root of p(x). The powers of [3 
generate all nonzero elements of GF(2"'). 
The RS (n,k) code is a cyclic symbol error-correcting 

code where k symbols of an original data are encoded. 
The result, which is an (n-k)-symbol redundancy block, 
is appended to the data. 
For error correction circuitry capable of correcting a 

maximum of 8 errors for every l20-byte code word (up 
to 10 words) used in an optical disk storage, a shortened 
RS (120,104) code over the Galois ?eld GF(23) is re 
quired. In order to generate GF(28), a generator poly 
nomial p(x) of degree 8 (e.g. p(x)=1+x2+x3+x5+x8) 
and a primitive element Bi are required. The primitive 
element Bi can be used to generate another ?eld by the 
same polynomial. The j represents a number coprime to 
2"'—-l for GF(2'"), i.e. a number which is not divisible 
by 2'"— l or any of its factors. For GF(23), there are 128 
different primitive elements Bi, which can be used to 
generate various ?elds from each particular generator 
polynomial. This ?eld consists of 256 vectors which 
represent every number between and including 0 to 255. 
The nonzero vectors are referenced using a speci?c 
element a", where i=0, 1, . . . , 254. 

The cyclic redundancy check (CRC) is a cumulative 
parity check, which can be performed by a linear feed 
back shift register (LFSR) structure. In accordance 
with the ISO requirements, the LFSR should process 
each of the ten 104-byte words of the original data to 
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2 
generate in 104 steps four CRC data bytes appended as 
the last bytes to last four words. 
To correct up to 8 errors per word for up to 10 

words, an RS encoder uses a similar LFSR structure as 
in the CRC, which processes each of 104-byte words of 
the original data to form 16 redundant bytes in 104 
steps. These redundant bytes are appended to each 
original word to make a l20-byte RS code word to be 
written into a codeword memory. 
Reference is now made to FIG. 1 of the drawings 

showing interaction between RS and CRC encoders 
during encoding procedure. Words 0-9 of the original 
data stored in a codeword memory 22 are supplied to a 
CRC encoder 24, which processes the 104-byte words 
to generate four CRC bytes. The CRC bytes are sent 
back to the codeword memory 22 to replace the last 
byte in each of the last four words stored in the mem 
ory. The content of the codeword memory 22 is shown 
in FIG. 2, wherein the original data are represented as 
a 10 by 104 matrix. The 10 columns of the matrix corre 
spond to the words 0 to 9 of the original data, and 104 
rows of the matrix correspond to the bytes 0 to 103 of 
each word. The four CRC bytes generated by the CRC 
encoder 24 are represented in the matrix as C1, C2, C3 
and O1» in bytes 103 of words 6, 7, 8 and 9. 

After the CRC encoder 24 has saved the CRC bytes 
in the codeword memory 22, an RS encoder 26 reads 
the words 0-9 having the CRC bytes in the words 6-9 
from the codeword memory 22 to generate 16 RS re 
dundant bytes for each of the 10 words. The RS redun 
dant bytes are sent back to the codeword memory 22 to 
be appended to each of the 10 words. In the memory 
matrix in FIG. 2, the RS redundant bytes are repre 
sented as 16 additional rows corresponding to bytes 104 
to 119 of words 0 to 9. 

Thus, the RS and CRC encoders sequentially process 
the original data during the encoding procedure. The 
sequential method is simple but takes a long time. To 
process 10 words, each of which includes 104 bytes, and 
to extract 4 CRC bytes per word, the CRC encoder 
requires 1080 total steps. The RS encoder processes the 
same number of 104-byte words, but outputs 16 RS 
bytes per word. Accordingly, the RS encoding, requires 
1200 steps. Thus, the sequential method of encoding 
requires 2280 steps. Reduction of the encoding time 
would allow the error correction circuit to increase the 
processing speed. 

In view of the above, it would be desirable to provide 
a method of data encoding, wherein RS encoding and 
CRC encoding are provided in parallel to reduce the 
total time of encoding. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, one advantage of the invention is in 
reducing time of encoding procedure incorporating 
Cyclic Redundancy Check (CRC) and Reed-Solomon 
(RS) codes. 
The above and other advantages of the invention are 

achieved, at least in part, by providing a method of 
encoding incoming data elements, wherein CRC encod 
ing and RS encoding procedures are performed, at least 
in part, in parallel. For a RS (n,k) code, the incoming 
data elements to be encoded are interleaved into q code 
words. Each codeword contains k original data bytes. 
To perform the CRC, q codewords are used to produce 
the h check elements. The RS encoding process uses 
each codeword to produce (n-k) redundant bytes, 
which are appended to the end of each corresponding 
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codeword. The procedures of CRC and RS encoding of 
the codewords are performed simultaneously. How 
ever, the last h codewords, which contain the CRC 
check bytes, must wait until the correct CRC bytes 
have been calculated before the RS redundant bytes can 
be calculated for those last h codewords. 

In accordance with a ?rst preferred embodiment of 
the invention the step of processing the last h of the q 
codewords includes CRC encoding to incorporate the h 
check elements. While the CRC is computing, the last h 
words, the RS encoder is processing, but computing 
invalid data. This RS data is invalid because the CRC 
check bytes need to be included in the memory and 
processed by the RS circuit in order to produce correct 
redundancy bytes. After the check elements have been 
saved to the codeword memory, the last h codewords 
having h checking elements are subject to RS encoding, 
and valid RS redundancy bytes are saved to the code 
word memory, erasing the invalid data which had been 
stored there. 

In accordance with a second preferred embodiment 
of the invention the last h codewords are subject to 
simultaneous RS and CRC encoding procedure, which 
includes the processes of: 

selectively RS encoding the incoming elements of the 
last h codewords, and 

CRC encoding the incoming elements of the last h 
codewords to replace h of the incoming elements 
with h checking elements. 

The process of CRC encoding the last h codewords is 
performed simultaneously with the step of selectively 
RS encoding. Each of the h check elements replaces the 
last incoming element of each of the last h codewords. 
Thereafter, the check elements are subject to RS encod 
mg. 

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, the 
process of selectively RS encoding more particularly 
comprises the process of RS encoding all of the incom 
ing elements of the last h codewords except the incom 
ing elements to be replaced with the check elements, 
and saving this information to the codeword memory. 

In accordance with another aspect, the process of RS 
encoding the check elements more particularly com 
prises the processes of: 

receiving the check elements formed in the (k-l) the 
bytes of the last h codewords, and thereafter 

using these check elements formed in the last h code 
words to ?nish RS encoding the remainder of the 
last h codewords. 

Still other advantages of the present invention will 
become readily apparent to those skilled in this art from 
the following detailed description, wherein only the 
preferred embodiments of the invention are shown and 
described, simply by way of illustration of the best 
modes contemplated of carrying out the invention. As 
will be realized, the invention is capable of other and 
different embodiments, and its several details are capa 
ble of modi?cations in various obvious respects, all 
without departing from the invention. Accordingly, the 
drawing and description are to be regarded as illustra 
tive in nature, and not as restrictive. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block-diagram illustrating a sequential 
method of encoding data words in a system for correct 
ing errors. 
FIG. 2 is a diagram showing contents of the code 

word memory. 
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4 
FIG. 3 is a block-diagram illustrating a semiparallel 

method of encoding in accordance with the ?rst em 
bodiment of the present invention. 
FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a Cyclic Redundancy 

Code encoder of a system for correcting errors accord 
ing to the present invention. 
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a Reed-Solomon en 

coder of the system for correcting errors according to 
the present invention. 
FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating initial steps of a paral 

lel method of encoding in accordance with a second 
embodiment of the present invention. 
FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating intermediate steps of 

the parallel method of encoding in accordance with the 
second embodiment of the present invention. 
FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating ?nal steps of the paral 

lel method of encoding in accordance with the second 
embodiment of the present invention. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

The best mode for practicing the invention is based 
on the realization that for error correction circuitry of 
an optical disk storage capable of correcting a maximum 
of 8 errors per word for up to ten l20-byte code words, 
a shortened Reed-Solomon RS (120, 104) code over the 
Galois ?eld GF(23) is used. Therefore, in accordance 
with the best mode the RS encoder processes l04-byte 
words 0-9 of original data to generate 16 redundancy 
bytes per word to be appended to each of the words to 
form the 120-byte code words. In accordance with the 
International Organization for Standards (ISO) require 
ments, the CRC encoder processes words 0-9 of the 
original data to form four CRC bytes, which become 
the last bytes in words 6, 7, 8 and 9. 

Reference is now made to FIG. 3 of the drawings 
illustrating a semi-parallel method of CRC and RS en 
coding in accordance with a ?rst embodiment of the 
present invention. Words 0-5 of the original data stored 
in a codeword memory 42 are simultaneously applied to 
a CRC encoder 44 and an RS encoder 46 under control 
of a control unit 48, which supplies the encoders and the 
memory with control and clock signals. The contents of 
the codeword memory 42 are similar to the contents of 
the codeword memory 22 shown in FIG. 2. 
As shown in FIG. 4, the CRC encoder 44 comprises 

a set of ?ip-flops 52-58 operating as a linear feedback 
shift register (LFSR). 8-bit data inputs D of the ?ip 
?ops are connected to 8-bit unary multipliers 60-66 for 
unary multiplication by the Galois ?eld elements 01.40, 
(1117, (1228 and (197, respectively. The unary multipliers 
62-66 are respectively connected to the data inputs of 
the ?ip-?ops 54-58 through Exclusive-OR (XOR) gates 
68-72. The unary multiplier 60 is directly connected to 
the data input of the ?ip-?op 52. An XOR gate 74 cre 
ates a feedback path for connecting the output of the 
shift registers to the corresponding data inputs. The 
output of the XOR gate 74 is connected to an input of an 
AND gate 76, a second input of which is connected to 
a l-bit control input supplied with control signals gener 
ated by the control unit 48. The input data are entered 
into the CRC encoder through an 8-bit input of an 
AND gate 78, a second input of which is used in decod 
ing procedure, because usually the same CRC module is 
used for CRC decoding as well as for CRC encoding. 
Clock inputs C of the ?ip-?ops 52-58 are supplied with 
l-bit clock signals generated by a clock circuit (not 
shown) of the control unit 48. 



5,383,204 
5 

As shown in FIG. 5, the RS encoder 46 comprises a 
set of sixteen ?ip-?ops 82-112 representing a LFSR. 
Each of the ?ip-?ops 82-112 has an 8-bit data input D, 
a l-bit clock input C and an 8-bit output. Feedback 
loops of the LFSR comprise unary multipliers 114-138 
for respectively multiplying a feedback signal by the 
Galois ?eld elements also, (120, (142, 1115, a179, 0.142, 0.11, 
a142, (1179, (x16, 0142, 0:20, and also. Unary multipliers 
114-124 are respectively connected to the data inputs of 
the ?ip-?ops 84-94 through XOR gates 140-150. Unary 
multiplier 126 is connected through XOR gate 154 to 
the data input of the ?ip-flop 98. The unary multipliers 
12-138 are respectively connected to the data inputs of 
the ?ip-?ops 102-112 through XOR gates 158-168. The 
data inputs of the ?ip-?ops 82, 96 and 100 are supplied 
with a feedback signal. Second inputs of the XOR gates 
140-168 receive the outputs of the corresponding ?ip 
?ops. The feedback signal is generated by an AND gate 
170, the ?rst input of which is connected through an 
XOR gate 172 to the output of the LFSR. 8-bit input 
data are supplied to the RS encoder through the second 
input of the XOR gate 172. The second input of the 
AND gate 170 is supplied with l-bit control signals 
generated by the control unit 48. Clock inputs C of the 
?ip-?ops 82-112 are supplied with l-bit clock signals 
generated by the clock circuit (not shown) of the con 
trol unit 48. 

Accordingly, the 8-bit bytes 0-103 of each of the 
words 0-5 are supplied from the codeword memory 42 
to the 8-bit input of the AND gate 78 (of the CRC 
encoder 44) and to the 8~bit input of the XOR gate 172 
(of the RS encoder 46). The clock signals counted by a 
counter of the control unit 48 are simultaneously ap 
plied to the clock inputs of both the encoders to shift 
corresponding bytes through the LFSRs. To process 
104 bytes of each word each encoder requires 104 steps 
performed under control of the clock signals (counts 
0-103 of the counter). Each step corresponds to a count 
of the counter. As both the encoders process the words 
0-5 simultaneously, the number of steps required for the 
RS and CRC encoders to process words 0-5 is equal to 
l04><6=624. After processing each of words 0-5, the 
RS encoder 46 outputs 16 RS redundant bytes into the 
codeword memory 42. It requires 16 steps per word 
more. The generated CRC redundancy bytes are accu 
mulated in registers 52-58 of the CRC encoder 44. Ac 
cordingly, the total number of steps required to process 
words 0-5 and to extract 16 RS redundant bytes per 
word is equal to (104+ l6)><6=720. 

After encoding words 0-5, bytes 0-103 of words 6-9 
are applied from the codeword memory 42 to the AND 
gate 78 of the CRC encoder 44, and simultaneously to 
the xor gate 172 of the RS encoder 46. The CRC circuit 
processes the bytes of each word in 104 steps to'gener 
ate CRC redundant bytes. During this period, the RS 
circuit processes the same data. However, the RS en 
coder will output in alid data to the codeword memory 
because the CRC check bytes must be included in the 
input data for the RS redundancy bytes to be valid. 
After codeword 9 is processed, the generated CRC 
bytes are sent back to the codeword memory 42 to 
replace byte 103 of original words 6-9, as shown in 
FIG. 2. Thus, (l04+4)><4=432 steps are required to 
process words 6-9 and extract 4 CRC outputs per word. 

After CRC encoding, words 6-9 having bytes 103 
replaced by the CRC bytes are supplied from the code 
word memory 42 to the RS encoder 46, which requires 
(104+16) ><4=480 steps to process bytes 0-103 of 
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words 6-9 and to send generated 16 RS redundancy 
bytes per word back to the codeword memory 42. 

Thus, the semi-parallel method of RS and CRC en 
coding in accordance with the ?rst embodiment of the 
present invention includes 720 steps required for both of 
the CRC and RS encoders 44 and 46 to simultaneously 
encode words 0-5, 432 steps required for the CRC 
encoder 44 to encode words 6-9 and 480 steps required 
for the RS encoder 46 to encode words 6-9. Accord 
ingly, the total number of the steps performed during 
the semi-parallel RS and CRC encoding is equal to 
720+432+480= 1632. For comparison, as indicated 
above, the prior art sequential method of encoding 
requires 2280 steps of the same duration. 
A second embodiment of the present invention uses 

the codeword memory 42, CRC encoder 44, RS en 
coder 46 and control unit 48 shown in FIGS. 3-5 for 
fully parallel RS and CRC encoding of the original data 
stored in the codeword memory 42, the contents of 
which are similar to contents of the codeword memory 
22 shown in FIG. 2. 

Reference is now made to FIG. 6 of the drawings 
illustrating the initial steps of the parallel method of 
encoding in accordance with the second embodiment of 
the present invention. Similarly to the semi-parallel 
method, bytes 0-103 of words 0-5 are simultaneously 
supplied from the codeword memory 42 to the CRC 
encoder 44 and to the RS encoder 46. The bytes are 
shifted into the corresponding encoders under control 
of the clock signals supplied by the clock circuit of the 
control unit 48 and counted by the counter of the con 
trol unit 48. During counts 0-103 of the counter, bytes 
0-103 of the corresponding word are processed simulta 
neously by the CRC and RS encoders. During counts 
104-107, the CRC encoder 44 saves the generated CRC 

7 values into four registers 0-3 of its local storage 440. 
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During counts 108-123, the RS redundant bytes formed 
by the RS encoder 46 are extracted and saved into a 
section 42a of the codeword memory 42 to form bytes 
104-119 of the words 0-5 stored in the codeword mem 
ory 42. The counts 0-123 are repeated for all of the 
words 0-5. 
Reference is now made to FIG. 7 of the drawings 

illustrating intermediate steps of the parallel method of 
encoding, which are directed to encoding words 6-9 of 
the original data. Words 6-8 are simultaneously sup 
plied from the codeword memory 42 to the CRC en 
coder 44 and to the RS encoder 46. The counts 0-102 
corresponding to each of these words are similar to the 
counts 0-102 of processing the words 0-5. However, at 
count 103 of each of the words 6-8, the RS encoder 44 
does not process the input data but saves the values 
stored in the registers 82-112 (FIG. 5). Similarly to the 
initial steps, at counts 104-107 the CRC encoder 44 
saves its CRC values into registers 0-3 of its local stor 
age 44a. At counts 108-123 of each of the words 6-8, 
the RS bytes generated by the RS encoder 46 are tem 
porarily written into a section 42b of the codeword 
memory 42. Then, word 9 is simultaneously supplied 
from the codeword memory 42 to the CRC encoder 44 
and to the RS encoder 46. The counts 0-102 of this 
word are similar to the counts 0-102 of the previous 
words. At count 103, the RS encoder 46 does not pro 
cess the input data but saves the values stored in the 
registers 82-112 (FIG. 5). However, then, instead of 
taking 16 steps to temporarily write the RS values into 
the codeword memory 42 (as in words 6-8), the RS 
encoder 46 waits for the CRC encoder 44 to ?nish its 
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calculation of the CRC bytes. Accordingly, at counts 
104-107 of word 9, the CRC encoder 44 supplies the 
generated four CRC bytes from its local storage 440 to 
the codeword memory 42 in order to replace byte 103 
of words 6-9. At count 107 of word 9, the last CRC 
byte stored in the register 3 of the local storage 44a is 
also sent to the RS encoder 46. At count 108, the RS 
encoder 46 processes this CRC byte (instead of byte 103 
of the original word 9) to complete generation of the RS 
redundant bytes for word 9. At counts 109-125, the RS 
encoder 46 writes the generated RS bytes into a section 
420 of the codeword memory 42 to form bytes 104-119 
of word 9. 

Reference is now made to FIG. 8 of the drawings 
illustrating the ?nal steps of the parallel method of en 
coding, which complete RS encoding of words 6-8. 
The ?nal steps for each of the words 6-8 can be divided 
into ?ve stages 201-205 shown by the ?ow-chart in 
FIG. 8, which illustrates interaction between the code 
word memory 42 and RS encoder 46. To complete each 
of the words 6-8, the registers 82-112 (FIG. 5) of the 
RS encoder 46 are reset to 0 (stage 201). As indicated by 
dashed line in FIG. 8, the temporary values of 16 RS 
redundant bytes generated by the RS encoder for a 
corresponding one of the words 6-8 are shifted in 16 
steps from the section 42b of the code word memory 42 
to the registers 82-112 (stage 202). At stage 203, the 
CRC byte formed for a corresponding one of the words 
6-8 is read from the codeword memory 42 into the RS 
encoder 46. It takes one step for the RS encoder 46 to 
complete the last calculation in order to produce the 
?nal RS redundant bytes for corresponding one of the 
words 6-8 (stage 204). At stage 205, the RS encoder 46 
performs 16 steps to output the ?nal RS redundant bytes 
into the section 42b of the codeword memory 42 to 
form bytes 104-119 of the corresponding one of the 
words 6-8. The stages 201-205 are performed sequen 
tially for all of the words 6-8. 

Accordingly, the parallel method of encoding in ac 
cordance with the second embodiment of the present 
invention includes: 

1) 104>< 10 steps required for processing l04-byte 
words 0-9 by RS and CRC encoders simulta 
neously, 

2) 16X 10 steps required for extracting 16 RS bytes 
per word for words 0-9, 

3) 4X10 steps required for extracting 4 CRC bytes 
per word for words 0-9, 

4) 1 step required for the RS encoder 46 for process 
ing the CRC byte replacing byte 103 of word 9, 

5) 1X 3 steps required to reset ?ip-?ops 82-112 of the 
RS encoder 46 during the stages of ?nishing words 
6, 7 and 8, 

6) 16><3 steps required to rewrite 16 temporary RS 
bytes from the codeword memory 42 into the ?ip 
?ops 82-112 during the stages of fmishing words 6, 
7 and 8, 

7) 1X 3 steps required to input the CRC byte from the 
codeword memory 42 into the RS encoder 46 dur 

. ing the stages of ?nishing words 6, 7 and 8, 
8) 1X 3 steps required for the RS encoder 46 for pro 

cessing the CRC byte to complete calculation of 
the RS bytes during the stages of ?nishing words 6, 
7 and 8, and 

9) 16X 3 steps required to output the generated 16 RS 
bytes to codeword memory during the stage of 
?nishing words 6, 7 and 8. 
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Total number of steps required to perform RS and 

CRC encoding in accordance with the second embodi 
ment of the invention is equal to 1346. For comparison, 
as indicated above, the prior art method of encoding 
requires 2280 steps of the same duration. 

Thus, the present invention allows the number of 
steps required to perform CRC and RS encoding to be 
drastically reduced. This results in decreasing the total 
time required for encoding and makes it possible to 
increase the processing speed of the encoding of origi 
nal data bytes. 
There accordingly has been described two methods 

for encoding the data to be stored on optical disks, 
which includes CRC encoding and RS encoding per 
formed simultaneously. 

In this disclosure, there are shown and described only 
the preferred embodiments of the invention, but it is to 
be understood that the invention is capable of changes 
and modi?cations within the scope of the inventive 
concept as expressed herein. 
We claim: 
1. A method of encoding a plurality of incoming data 

elements combined in q words in an error correction 
system incorporating a Cyclic Redundancy Check 
(CRC) circuit using h CRC elements, and a Reed-Solo 
mon (RS) encoding circuit, q and h being integers, and 
h<q, said method comprising the steps of: 
RS encoding (q-h) of the q words by the RS encoding 

circuit to form a plurality of RS redundant ele 
ments appended to each of (q-h) incoming words, 

CRC encoding (q-h) of the q words by the CRC 
circuit to form the CRC elements to be used for a 
CRC check, 

said steps of RS and CRC encoding (q-h) of the q 
words being performed simultaneously, and there 
after 

processing the last h of the q words by the CRC 
circuit and RS encoding circuit to generate h check 
elements incorporated into the last h words and to 
form a plurality of RS redundant elements ap 
pended to each of the last h words. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of pro 
cessing comprises the steps of: 
CRC encoding the last h words by the CRC circuit to 

incorporate h CRC elements into the last h words, 
and thereafter 

RS encoding the last h words having h check ele 
ments by the RS encoder. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein each of the h CRC 
elements replaces the last incoming element of each of 
the last h words. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of pro 
cessing comprises the process of simultaneous CRC and 
RS encoding the last h words by the CRC circuit and 
RS encoding circuit. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the step of simulta 
neous CRC and RS encoding comprises the steps of: 
CRC encoding the incoming elements of the last h 
words by the CRC circuit to replace h of the in 
coming elements with the h CRC elements, 

selectively RS encoding the incoming elements of the 
last h words by the RS encoding circuit, 

the step of CRC encoding the last h words being 
performed simultaneously with the step of selec 
tively RS encoding, and thereafter 

RS encoding by the RS encoding circuit the CRC 
elements replacing the h incoming elements of the 
last h words. 
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6. The method of claim 5, wherein the step of selec 
tively RS encoding comprises the step of RS encoding 
by the RS encoding circuit all of the incoming elements 
of the last h words except the incoming elements to be 
replaced with the CRC elements. 

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the step of RS 
encoding the check elements comprises the steps of: 

processing by the RS encoding circuit the CRC ele 
ment formed in the q-th word to ?nish RS encod 
ing the q-th word, and thereafter 

processing by the RS encoding circuit the CRC ele 
ments formed in the remaining part of the last h 
words to ?nish RS encoding the remaining part of 
the last h words. 

8. A method of encoding a plurality of incoming data 
elements combined in q words in an encoding system 
incorporating a Cyclic Redundancy Check (CRC) cir 
cuit using h CRC elements and a Reed-Solomon (RS) 
encoding circuit, wherein h is an integer said method 
comprising the steps of: 
CRC encoding the q words by the CRC circuit to 
form h CRC elements to be used for the CRC 
check, wherein q is an integer of value greater than 
by 

selectively RS encoding q words by the RS encoding 
circuit to form a plurality of RS redundant ele 
ments, and 

said steps of selectively CRC encoding and RS en 
coding the q words being performed simulta 
neously. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein said encoding 
system further includes an RS storage for temporarily 
storing the RS redundant elements, said step of selec 
tively RS encoding comprising the steps of: 
RS encoding (q-h) of the q words by the RS encoder 

to form a plurality of RS redundant elements ap 
pended to the (q-h) of the q words, and thereafter 

RS encoding all of (q-h) words, excluding the last q 
word, by the RS encoding circuit to form a plural 
ity of temporary RS elements temporarily stored in 
said RS storage, and 

RS processing the last one of the q words by the RS 
encoder. 

10. The method of claim 9, after said step of the CRC 
encoding further comprising the steps of: 

forming by the RS encoding circuit the last RS re 
dundant elements appended to the last one of the q 
words using at least one of the CRC elements, and 
thereafter 

forming by the RS encoding circuit valid RS redun 
dant elements appended to the remaining part of 
the h words. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein said step of 
forming valid RS redundant elements comprises the 
steps of: 

15 

25 

30 

45 

50 

55 

supplying the temporary RS elements from the RS 60 
storage to the RS encoding circuit to RS encode 
the CRC elements for generating the valid RS 
redundant elements corresponding to the remain 
ing part of the last h words, and I 

appending the valid RS redundant elements to the 
remaining part of the last h words. 
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12. The method of claim 11, wherein said plurality of 

valid redundant elements are formed for each one of the 
remainder of the last h words. 

13. A method of encoding a plurality of incoming 
data elements combined in q words in an error correc 
tion system including a Cyclic Redundancy Check 
(CRC) circuit using h CRC elements, and a Reed-Solo 
.mon (RS) encoding circuit, q and h being integers and 
h<q, a main memory containing the original data bytes 
and an additional memory appended to the main mem 
cry and having ?rst, second and third storage areas, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

storing the plurality of incoming elements in said 
main memory, 

simultaneously supplying (q-h) of the q words from 
the main memory to the CRC circuit and RS en 
coding circuit for forming h CRC check bytes and 
RS elements for the (q-h) words, 

writing the RS elements for the (q-h) words into the 
main memory, 

supplying the next (h-l) of the q words from the main 
memory to the RS encoding circuit and CRC cir 
cuit for simultaneously forming temporary RS 
elements and the CRC elements for the (q-l) 
words, 

writing the temporary RS elements into the second 
storage area of the additional memory, 

supplying the last one of the q words from the main 
memory to the CRC circuit and RS encoding cir 
cuit for processing, 

forming by the CRC circuit the CRC elements after 
the last word, 

supplying (h-l) CRC bytes to the main memory, 
simultaneously supplying the formed CRC element 

for the last word to the RS encoding circuit to 
?nish processing the last word and to the main 
memory, _ 

forming RS elements for the last word by the RS 
encoder, 

writing the formed RS elements for the last word into 
the third storage area of the additional memory, 

supplying the temporary RS elements from the sec 
ond storage area and the CRC elements for the 
(h-l) words from the main memory to the RS en 
coding circuit to ?nish RS encoding the (h-l) 
words and form the RS elements for the (h-l) 
words, and 

writing the formed RS elements for the (h-l) words 
into the second storage area of the additional mem 
ory. 

14. A system for encoding a plurality of incoming 
data elements combined in q words, q being an integer, 

a CRC encoding circuit for encoding (q-h) of the q 
words to be used to form the CRC elements for a 
CRC check, wherein h is an integer less than q; and 

an RS encoding circuit for encoding (q-h) of the q 
words to form a plurality of RS redundant ele 
ments, appended to each of (q-h) incoming words; 

means for controlling said RS and CRC encoding 
circuits to encode (q-h) of the q words simulta 
neously and thereafter CRC and RS encoding the 
last h of the q words to form the plurality of RS 
redundant elements appended to each of the last h 
words and to generate h check elements incorpo 
rated into the last h words. 

* * * * * 


